LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL No. 1.

THURSDAY, 28™ FEBRUARY, 1834.

PrEsNT:
HIS EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR
(SR Georee Ferauson Bowen, G.CM.G))
HisHonour the Chief Judtice, (SR Georae PHILLIFFPO, K1t.).
TheHonourablethe Colonid Secretary, (WiLuiam HEnRY MARsH, CM.G)
N the Attorney Generd, (Epwarp LougHLIN OMALLEY.)
N the Surveyor Generd, (JoHn MACNELE PRICE)
N the Colonid Treesurer, (ALFRED LISTER).
N the Regidrar Generd, (Freperick Stewarr, LL.D.)
" PHiNEAS RYRIE.
" Francis BULKELEY JOHNSON.
" THOMAS JACKSON.
" Freperick DavID Sassoon.
WONGSHING.

Pursuant to Prodamation, the Council met.
At 4 odock pv., the Acting Clerk of Coundilsreed the Prodamation convening the Councl, asfollows—

PROCLAMATION.
[Ls] G. F. Bowen.

By His Excdlency Sr Georae Ferauson Bowen, Knight Grand Cross of the Mogt Didinguished Order of
Sant Miched and Sant George, Governor and Commeander-in-Chief of the Colony of Hongkong and its
Dependencies, and Vice-Admird of thesame.

In exerdse of the powers in me vested as Governor aforesaid, |, Sr Georae Ferauson Bowen, do hereby
procdlam that a Sesson of the Legidative Coundl of Hongkong shal commence and be holden for the despatch of
business on Thursday, the 28th day of February, 1884, a the hour of four odock in the afternoon, in the Legiddive
Coundil Chamber, inthe City of Victorig, within the said Colony; and the Members of the Legidative Coundil are
hereby required to give tharr attendance a the said time and place accordingly.

Given under my hand and the public sed of the Colony, & Government House, this 26th day of February,
1834.

By Command,
W.H.MARH,
Colonial Scretary.

Gop Save THE Queen!

His Excdlency the Governor came into the Coundil Chamber, and having desired the Honourable Members
to be seated, was pleasad to gpesk asfollows—

HonouraBLE GeNTLEMEN OF THE Lecig ATiveE COUNCIL,

1 Itiswith fedings of much plessure and interes that | now open the firg Sesson of the recondiituted
Legidature of Hongkong, and have recourseto your advice and assigancein the adminigration of the Government.

2. It will dways be one of the most satisfactory reminiscences of my long public carear thet | have been
able to procure a more adequiate representation in this Council of the community at large. | am corffident that the
Government will derive vauable ad from the locd knowledge and experience of the Unofficid Members, and |
a0 bdievethat you will dl agreewith methat there neither is nor ought to be, any antagonism between the Officia
and the Unoffidd demert in this Legidaure. All the Members dike can have no other object but to secure the
generd wdfare, and to advance the progress of the Colony.



3. For obvious reasons it is in the highest degree important thet this Council should adhere to the
condiitutiond forms fallowed by the Legidatures of the other principd Crown Colonies The address of the
Governor a the opening of each annud sesson will contain, here as dsawhere, agenerd view of the financid and
sodd condition of the Colony, and a Satement of the Legidative and other messures, and of the public works
proposed. So the address of the Coundil in reply will afford the Members of the Legidature the usud condtitutional
opportunity of expressng their opinion of the conduct and proposads of the Governmertt.

4. Further, in accordance with the pradtice dsawhere, | recommend you to gppoint a Committee of
Finaence (which should be a Committee of the whole Coundil), a Committee of Laws, and a Committee of Public
Works, which should repectivdy examinein thefirst instance the details of every proposed vote and meesure.

5. After this brief explanatory preface, | will procesd to date generdly the principd subjects to which
your attention will be directed during the present Sesson. Full detailswill be found in the paperswhich will belaid
beforeyou, andinthe datements of the severd Heads of Departments

6. Inthefirg place with regard to the paramount quegtion of Finance, it is very gratifying to be able to
inform you that our postion is stisfactory. The Revenue of the year 1883 amounted to $1,286,500; and the
Ordinary Expenditure to $1,165,700; leaving an excess of revenue over Ordinary Expenditure of $120,800. The
Extraordinary Expenditure of 1883 was defrayed from the accumulated Balances, and indluded the
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The Esimated Baance to the credit of the Colony on the 31¢ December, 1883, was $1,095,505.

7.  Hongkong is probably the only State or Colony of importance which a the present day is not only
without aPublic Deht, but which possessssinvested Assets nearly equd to itsannud revenue. However, the exidting
Bdanceswill not be sufficent to carry out severd Public Works which are urgently reguired by this Community, in
addition to those "srong and complete mesaures of sanitation” which Mr. Crapbwick (the Civil Engineer recently
sent out from England) has reported to be absolutdy necessary "for the immediate benfit of the public hedth.”
Under these drcumdtances, | concur with the Executive Coundl in what gppears to be the generd opinion of the
Colony, viz., that the present generation of Colonists ought not to be deprived of the advantages referred to, while it
cannot of course be expected to defray the entire cost of works of a permanent and reproductive character; and that,
conseguently, it will be expedient to raise, on the exhaudion of the existing assets a moderate loan, not much
exceeding the revenue of a single year. This question will not have to be decided in its details during the presant
Sesson; but | desireto dicit the opinion of the Coundil on the principleinvolved.

8. The Edimates for 1834 have been dready voted. The Edtimates for 1885 will be laid before you in
next November; which seemsto be the mogt generdly convenient period for the opening of the annua Sesson.

9. With regad to Legidaive measures—The fdlowing Ordinances among others have dready
become law snce | assumed this Government in the spring of lagt year, viz.: Ordinances to provide for the better
Regulation of Vehidesand Public Traffic; To organise the congtruction of cartain lines of Tramways; To condtitutea
Sanitary Board; To amend the Merchant Shipping Law and provide for the enforcement of Quaranting To continue
the operation of the French Mail Steamers Ordinance; To authorise the congtruction of certain Riers and Wharves,
Theprincipd Billswhichwill belaid before you during the present sesson will bethefallowing—

(1) ToreguaeWeghtsand Messures

(2) Toconsdlidate and amend the Ordinancesrdating to Opium.
(3) ToedddlishaSavingsBank.

(4) Tooconsolidateand amend thelawsrdating to Samp Duties
(5) Toprovidefor the Regigtration of Medicd Practitioners

(6) ToregulaePrisonsand PrisonsDiscipline

(7) Toamendthe Dangerous Goods Ordinance, 1873.

(8) ToamendthePreservation of Birds Ordinance, 1870.

(9) Toamend certain Ordinancesrelaing to Crimina Procedure
(10) Toamendthelaw rdatingto the punishment of criminds
(11)) Toamend theBankruptcy Ordinance of 1864.

(12) ToregulaethePogt Officeand Postd Sarvice

(13) Toamend Ordinance No. 10 of 1867.

(14.) Toprovidefor the moreeffectud protection of Chinesefemae children.



10. Thereport of the Commisson on Smuggling; and an ableand exhaustive memorandum by Mr. Justice
RusseLL on'the so-called Blockade of Hongkong by Chinese Revenue Cruisers are recommended to your atertion.
| have discussed this important question with the present British Minister a Peking, who will, | am confidert, lend
hisad towards carrying out an eguitable sttlement.

11. Tumingtothevitd subject of the Public Hedlth, | am glad to inform you that the recent organisation of
aGovernment Sanitary Board under Ordinance No. 7 of 1883, and the promulgation of new Rulesand Regulaions
under that Ordinance, together with the introduction of improved contracts for the remova and digposal of wadte
products, have been followed by a marked improvement in the practica sanitation of the Colony. Much however
remains to be done, both in regpect of legidation and of Sructurd sanitary work; but | am confident that the
necessary reforms and improvements will in due course be effected by the zed and ahility of the officersto whom
thisbranch of the Public Service has been entrusted, and by the chearful acquiescence of al dasses of our populaion
in such measuresand redtrictionsfor the safety of the Public Hedlth as may, with your assgance, become law. Inthis
connection, Bills are in course of preparation to amend and consolidate the laws rdaing to the Public Hedth; to
amend the Building Ordinance No. 8 of 1856; to regulate the Water supply, and to prevent waste. Owing however to
the large and comprehensive nature of these Bills, no lessthan to the probiable necessity of referring certain technica
pointsto scientific authoritiesin England, it is possible thet there may not betime for their full consderation during
the present sesson. In this evert, they will form the subject of your firg ddiberations in the next sesson. In the
meantime, however, the carrying out of such works as were deemed of immediate importance to the Public Hedth
has been sanctioned. These works, which are éther in progress or in course of immediate initiation, indude, among
others the Redamation of unhedthy tidd landsat Yaurma:Ti and Causeway Bay; Extendonsand improvements of
the exiding sysem of sewersin this city; the condruction of a new Centrd Market; the erection of a permanent
Lazaretto on Stone Cutters Idand; the systematic dredging of the noxious foreshore aong the Praya by means of
steam mechinery; and the generd Sanitation of the villagesin the Colony.

12, In connection with Sanitary Reform, the serious question of increasad house accommodation for the
population of Victoria is now engaging the atention of my Government. While every succesding census has
revedled a great increase in the population, there has not been a corresponding increase in the number of human
habitations. Overcrowding in its worst form has conseguently been the result; and the prevention of thisevil will be
dedt with in the proposed new Public Hedlth Ordinance. However, as the true remedy is to be found chifly in
increased house accommodation for the labouring dasses; it will be necessary to expand the City in a weserly
direction as well astowards the Eagt; and to creste fresh building Stes available for new tenements Estimates wiill,
therefore, be presented to you for certain additiond works of redamation; for the formeation of new suburbs, and for
thelaying out of new dredsinthe Didrictsof Becher'sBay and Causaway Bay.

13, Asthehitherto existing system by which purchasers of Crown leasehol dshave been able to evade their
building obligations has led to a condderable area of land in and near the City remaining vacant, directions have
been given tht, in the future, no purcheser of a Crown dlotment shdll receive hislease until he shdl have complied
with the Conditions of the Sale, and expended the gpecified sum upon proper tenements Moreover, inthe villages of
the Colony, the sysem of tenantsa-will (termed licensed squietters) whose tenures were terminable upon one
month'snatice, will be superseded by animproved system of amdl and inexpendve building leaseholds for seventy-
fiveyears. Theinhabitantswill thus gain that security for theinvestment of their money in suitable homeswhich was
dtogether wanting under their present Squitter's License, by which they were ligble to eviction upon one month's
natice. These meaaures will, it is expected, tend to dimulate the further erection of proper dwelings and to rdieve
the present overcrowded condition of severd quartersof the City.

14. On sanitary and other grounds | have come to the condusion that the drainage of the marshy lands
situated within the Race-Course in the Wong-nel Chung Valley isas much awork of necessity astheredamation of
Causaway Bay. A plan will, therefore, belaid before you for the drainage of these meadows and for their conversion
intoaPublic Park.

15.  Adverting to other important public undertakings, which have received legidaive sanction, | am glad
to inform you thet the Bresk-water a Causeway Bay, intended to form a harbour of refuge for the boat population
during typhoons, has been stisfatorily completed within the amount origindly estimated; thet the Tal-tam Weter-
works are seedily progressing; asisdso the extenson of the Government Hospitd, together with the new Lunatic
Asylum; and thet the erection of the new Centrdl School will be commenced forthwith. The new Meteorological
Obsrvatory has been finished; and will, it is expected, prove of practicd vaue to the maritime interests of
commerce

16. | have pressed on the Imperid Government the importance, on Sanitary and other grounds, of thet
urgently needed improvement, the connection of the Eagtern and Western portions of Victoria, by means of a
continuous marine embankment dong the seafrontage of the Military Cantonments and the Royd Navd Yard. |
hopeto be able erelong to announce afavourable decison.



17.  Withregard to the vitd question of Public Instruction, the Report of the Inspector of Schools for 1883
will belad before you. | have mysdlf vidted on severd occasons, among the ather Public Establishments; the chief
Educationd Inditutionsin thisIdand. Their condition is generdly satisfactory. The new Centrd Schodl, or Victoria
Coallege, ismuch needed, and will provide accommodation for at least seven hundred Sudents

18. In connedtion with this subject, the Government proposes, with your concurrence, to follow the
precedent of other Colonies by sending, in dternate years; in accordance with Regulations which will be submitted
to you, two of the mogt promising students of our chief Colleges, sHected by competitive examingtion, to complete
their professond educationin England, epecidly in Law, Medicine, and Civil Enginesring.

19. Thoseminor postsin the Public Servicewhich are a the disposd of the Governor, were wisdly thrown
open by my predecessor to competitive examination, without digtinction of race or creed. A much needed gimulus
hasthus been givento generd Education, while the Government will secure acongtart supply of digible candidates
for the severd Departments

20. A Report will be laid before you showing the condderable progress dready meade in the afforestation
of thisColony. | have directed the introduction of severa thousand plants of the Audtrdian Eucalyptus, atree which
furnishes va uable timber, and dso exerdises amarked sanitary influence, as experience in many tropical and semi-
tropical countrieshasamply proved.

21 Youwill perceive from papers on the table thet it has been necessary to procure anew supply of ams
for the Pdlice; for the care of which, and for the proper drill and ingruction of the corps you have dreedy made
provison.

2. Thelmperid Government, on my recommendation, has presented a full eguipment of gunsand rifles
to the Hongkong Volunter Artillery; which body, it is hoped, will furnish a vauable addition to the numericad
drength of the garrison.

23. | have represented to the Imperid Government in srong terms the necessity of completing the
Fortifications of thisimportant Nava and Military Station and Mart of Commerce. Without refering to the vaue of
the other and manifald interests, both Imperid and Colonid, which are a sake, | may remind you tha Offidd
Satidics show that the tonnage of the shipping entered a the Port of Hongkong in the year 1883 exceeded five
millions of tons that is, it exceeded the tonnage of the shipping entered a the Port of London in 1843, the yeer in
which Hongkong was annexed to the British Crown, a a period when thisidand wasllittle more than abarren rock,
uninhabited save by afew Chinese piratesand fishermen.

24. | have now, Honourable gentlemen, referred to the principa subjects which will be submitted for your
condderation during the present Sesson. Governors and Legidatures should speek by ther actions; and it is my
confident hope that our united efforts will, by the blessing of Divine Providence, promate the generdl welfare and
prosperity of dl racesand dassesin thisColony.

His Excdlency the Governor having left the Council Chamber, the chair was taken by the Chief Judtice, as
Senior Member.

The Colonid Secretary moved that the following gentlemen be gppainted a Committee to prepare the
addressin reply to HisExcellency's Speech.—
TheHonourable THe CoLoNIAL SECRETARY .
TheHonourable THE ATTORNEY GENERAL.
TheHonourable THe CoLoNIAL TREASURER.
TheHonourable P RYREE,
and TheHonourable F. BULKELEY JOHNSON.
Question—yput and passed.
The Colonid Secrdary laid on thetablethe following pepers—
Correspondence respecting the Police Force
Memorandum on the subject of New Police Pension Rulesand Increased Rates of Pay.
Draft Regulationsfor Government Scholarships
Correspondence repecting the Podd Service
Finandd Statement showing the position of the Colony at theend of 1883.
Report of Commission gppointed to inquireinto the dleged Smuggling from the Colony into China
Memorandum on the Hongkong Blockade.



On the mation of the Colonid Secretary, the Coundil adjourned till 5 pv. to enable the Address of the Legidative
Coundil inreply to the Speech of His Excdllency the Governor to be prepared.

The Coundil re-assambled & 5 pvi.
The Chief Judticetook the Chair.

The Ading Clek of Coundls read a the teble the following Address to be presanted to His Excdlency the
Governar, in reply to the Speech hehad bean pleasad to ddiver to the Coundil:—

MAY ITPLEASE Y OUR EXCELLENCY,

We, the membersof the Legidaive Coundl of Hongkong, in Coundil assembled, beg to thank Your Excdlency for
the Speech with which you have opened thisthefirgt Sesson of the re-condtituted L egidaure of the Colony.

2. Wededreto offer to Your Excdlency our cordid congratulaions upon the wise and sdutary reform in the
condtitution of the Coundil which has been granted by Her Mgesty's Government, on your recommendation, and with
which your name will for ever be assodiated. We heartily concur in Your Excdlency’s expectation thet the Government
cannat fal to profit by the advice and assstance of an increesad number of Unoffidd Members and thet the entire
Legidaturewill be animated by acommon desireto promotethe generd welfare and progress of the community.

3. Weconaur in the advisability of assmilating the proceedings of this Legidature to the condtitutiond forms
established inthe ather principd Crown Colonies,

4. Your Excdlency’s recommendation concerming the gppointment of Committess of Finance, Law, and Public
Workswill receive our immediate attention.

5 Weaswre Your Excdlency thet we dhdl not fal to give our careful condderation to every question and
messurewhich may be brought before us

6.  Welean with much plessure that the Finencid position of the Colony, as shown by the Offidd Satidics is
sdidactory.

7.  We agree with your Excdlency in the opinion thet, in judtice to the presant generdtion of tax-payers in
Hongkong, amoderateloan should beraised, on theexhaugtion of theexisting esss, to defray aportion of the cost of those
Sanitary and other Public Works, which are recognisad as of permanent importance for the security of the generd hedth
andwdl-being of our population.

8.  TheEdimatesfor 1885 will recaveour careful atention, when they arelad beforeus.

9.  Wedhdl examine the Legidative Measures proposed with the careful ddliberation which ther importance
requires

10. Wethak Your Excdlency for the atention which you have given to the drcumdances of the so-cdled
Blockade of Hongkong; and weshdl beglad to assist in bringing about an epuitable sattlement of thisdifficult question.

11.  Wehaverecaved with gratification Your Excdlency's satement in regard to the Sanitary Reformswhich are
now in progress and wetrugt that the further messurres necessary for the preservetion of the Public Hedlth will continue to
occupy theearnest atention of the Government.

12. Thewant of house accommodation for the labouring dasses of this community is a growing evil which we
have wetched with some darm; and we shdl be dlad to co-operate with the efforts of the Government to dleviae the
pressurefdtinthat direction.

13 We cordidly gpprove the steps proposed to be taken to enforce the fulfilment of building covenants in
lesseholds, and we trugt thet any additiond security of tenure which may be granted to the smdler dass of tenants will
operate beneficidly in diminishing the evils of overcrowding.

14. Thedranage of the Marsh within the Race Course in the Wong-ne Chung Valey will confer aboon upon
the community by providing amuch-nesded place of Recreation, and will in our opinion a the same time prove of grest
advantageto the Public Hedlth.

15 We learn with stidaction the completion of the Bresk-water and Meteorologicd Obsarvatory, and the
progress dready made in such important and necessary Public Works as the Ta-tam Water Works the Government
Hospitd; the Lunatic Asylum, and thet the New Centrdl School and theNew Centrd Market will be commenced forthwith.

16.  Wetrug that the fordble representation mede by Your Excdlency to the proper Imperid Authorities of the
sanitary and other advantages to be derived from the junction of the Eagtern and Wiestemn Prayas, will be crowned with
Uccess

17.  Wehave obsarved with interest the activity with which your Exedlency has, during the short period of your
Government, acquired a persond acquiaintance with our chief Public Ingtitutions We shdl gladly second your eforts to
rasethe gandard of public Education here, and to encble acertain number of our mogt promising youthsto complete their
professond sudies in England. We regard, moreover, with satisfaction the continuance of the competitive system for
entrance into the Civil Service of Hongkong, consonant as that system is dike with modemn English, and with ancient
Chinesecusom.



18.  Welearnwith pleasure the steedy progress of theimportant work of afforestation, which, we hopewill,
here asd sawhere, influence favourably the dimate, and so benefit the public hedlth.

19. We entirdy concur in the Seps taken to promote the efficdiency of the Police, a matter of the utmogt
importancein acommunity drcumsanced asisthat of Hongkong.

20. Wetrud that the organisation and equipment given to the Volunter Artillery will not only render thet
body effident in any time of emergency, but will dso tend to foster in our midst a patrictic Soirit of netiond union
and loyalty.

21. Weagree with Your Excdlency asto the urgent importance of placing Hongkong in thet condition of
defence which isrendered necessary by the magnitude of theinterests, both Imperid and Colonid, which arehere at
dake

2. Wecannat bring this address to a dase without repesting our grateful gppreciation of the congtant and
enlightened attention devoted by Your Excdlency to therequirements of dl dasses and racesin thiscommunity, and
to the initiation of messures caculated to promote the prosperity and advancement of this Colony. We trust thet the
loyd co-operation of the Governor and of the Legidative Council will, under the Divine Blessng, securethe generd
welfare and contentment of our populaion.

TheHonourable P Ryrie moved that the Address asreed be adopted.

TheHonourable . D. Sassoon ssconded.

Question—yput and passed.

TheHonourable F. B. Jorinson addressed the Coundil.

TheHonourablethe Colonid Treasurer replied to aquestion put by the Honourable F. BuLkeLEy JoHNSON On
the subject of the Opium Revenue

TheHonourablethe Colonid Secretary addressad the Council.

The Colonid Secretary moved—That the Address in Reply be presented to His Excdlency by the
Honourable P Ryrie and the Honourable . D. Sassoon on Friday, the 20th indant.

Question—yput and passed.
The Coundcil adjourned a 6 pv. until Friday, the 2%thingtant, &t 4 pv.

G. F. Bowen,
Governor.

Read and confirmed, this 29th day of February, 1834.

J. H. StenART-LOCKHART,
Acting Clerk of Coundils



