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LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL, NO. 11.

TUEDAY, 27™ MARCH, 1838.

PrREsENT:
HISEXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR
(SR G. WiLLiam DesVorux, K.CM.G)
His Honour the Acting Chief Judtice (sames RussaLL, Cm.6.), vice His Honour Sr GeorGe PHILLIFFO,
Knt.,, onleave
TheHonourablethe Colonid Secretary, (FREDERICK STEWART).

" the Attorney Generd, (EDWARD LOUGHLIN OMALLEY).

" the Colonid Tregsurer, (ALFRED LISTER).

" the Surveyor Generd, (JoHN MACNEILE PRICE).

" PHiNEAS RYRIE.

N WONG SHING.

" ALEXANDER PALMER M ACEWEN.

" JoHN BELL-IRVING.

" CarcHick PauL CHATER.

The Council met pursuant to natice.

TheMinutesof thelast Mesting, held onthe Sthingtant, were read and confirmed.

SWEARNG IN oF MEvBeR—Mr. WALTER MEreDITH DEANE, Captain Superintendent of Police, wassworninto
act, provisondly, asan Officid Member of the Council.

BiLL enmiTLED THE EUuROPEAN DisTRICT RESERvATION ORDINANCE, 1888—FReed the following Message from His
Excdlency the Governor:—

The Governor hasdirected to be introduced to the Legidative Council an Ordinancefor the
resarvation of aEuropesn digtrict in thetown of Victoria The object of thisproposed law isfully stated
in the preamble, which has been inserted in the Ordinance, asfollows— "whereasthe hedlth and
comfort of Europeansin atropica climate demand conditions which areinconsistent with the
neighbourhood of houses crowded with occupants and otherwise used after the manner customary
with the Chinese inhabitants, and whereastheinflux of Chineseinto the Colony tends constantly to
narrow the area of the City of Victoriawhere such conditions are attainable, and it isdesirable to
reserve by law adigrict wherein such conditions may be secured: Beit enacted by the Governor of
Hongkong, with the advice and consent of the L egidative Coundl thereof." The correctness of these
datementsistoo well known to need further eludidation. Therapid influx of Chineseinto this Colony,
wherethey find facilities of acquiring, and especidly of retaining property, which are, to say theleedt,
not universaly present in their own country, creates an increasing temptation to land-ownersto pull
down houses adapted for European habitation, and to erect Chinese housesin their place, which, as
providing for afar larger number of peoplewithin the same ares, offer the progpect of grester profits
from rent. Thissubdtitutionis now going on a such aratethat, inthe absence of some effective check,
thetimeisbeing brought within measurable digance when dl but thericher European who can afford
the occupation of land of exceptiondly high vaue, will be driven dtogether out of thetown of Victoria,
or compelled to live there under conditions far more prejudicid to their health than those already
presented by the tropicd dimate. Inview of thefact that alarge leaven of Europeansis and (insofar
ascan beforeseen) for avery long timewill be, necessary to the well-being of the Chinesethemsdlves,
the practica exclusion from the principal town of Hongkong of those whoseliberd ingtitutionsand
whoseindomitable energy and preseverance hastransformed abare uninhabited rock into a beautiful
city and an emporium of trade second to very few othersin the world, would be not merely a
sentimenta grievance, but ared cdamity todl personswithout exception who are concerned in the
wefare of the Colony. With aview to prevent this undesirable result the Ordinance in question has
been drafted for the reservation of a European didtrict in Victoria Thedidrict indicated (the actual
limitsof whichwill of coursebe subject to modificationin Council, evenif the generd principle of the
law be approved) is one which has always been occupied by European houses, d most without
exception, so thet there will be no disturbance of present conditions; and the only change proposed is
the prohibition for the future of what hasnot actudly taken placein the pagt, viz., the erection there of
what are known as Chinese houses by large numbers of people after
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the manner usud with Chinese Under ordinary circumstances this limitation of the rights of
ownership would probably be held to involve the obligation of granting compensation. There are,
however, reasons which seem to remove this obligation in the present case. A cartain dause in the
leases under which property in this and other digtrictsis held, has in the past been congtrued both by
the leaseholders and by the Government as leaving to the Crown a discretion to grant, or refuse,
permission for the building of houses of a different character from those previoudy erected; and asa
metter of fact when the subgtitution of Chinese for European houses was in contemplaion the
permission of the Government has again and again been asked and has even occasondly been
refused. Asthere has never been any legd decision on the poirt, this meaning of the dause may, or
may nat, be correct; but at dl eventsit is one which has been generdly acoepted; and thereiseven an
opening for doubt whether a Sngle one of the leaseholders acquired his property in the belief that it
hed atached to it the right which, if it ever exiged a dl it is now proposed to withdraw. Another
objection which may possibly be raised to the Ordinanceisthet it iswhat is commonly cdled "dass-
legidation.” But gpart from the improbability thet the Governor would give his sanction to any
meesureinvolving thisreproach, avery dight condderation will show that it isin noway opentoit. A
catain digrict isto be preserved in a condition such asto render it possible for Europeansto continue
to livetherein hedth; but thereis nothing in the law to prevent Chinese from living theredso so long
asther habitation isof acharacter conastent with thet condiition. Therightsof al raceswill thusbe not
lessequd inthisdigtrict than dsewhere, and thislaw o far from injurioudy affecting Chinese, will as
amatter of fact, be a benefit to them in common with the rest of the community, for the prevertion
within the prescribed didrict of the overcrowding which is prevaent d sewhere securesin permanence
acomparatively open gpace, or what is commonly caled a"lung," for the densdy-populated town of
Vidtorig and isthusmore or lessbeneficid to the hedth of dl theinhabitants
The Attorney Generd then moved thet the Bill bereed afirg time.
The Colonid Secretary saconded.
Question—put and pasd.
Bill reed afirg time
AupITING oF DerencEs Accounts—mr. MAcEweN, pursuant to notice, asked—
Whether any local audit is made of the sums conttributed to the Military Authorities for the
defenceworks of the Colony?
The Colonid Secretary replied
Parers—the Colonid Secretary, by direction of His Excdlency the Governor, lad upon the table the
following papers—
Report of the Superintendent of VictoriaGaol for 1837. (No. 6/88).
Satement showing thetotd Recaiptsand Paymentsinthe Year 1887. (No. 7/83).
BiLL enmitLeD THE RaTiNG ORDINANCE, 1888.—The Treasurer moved that the Coundil go into Committee on
thisBill.
The Colonid Secretary seconded.
Question—put and pasd.
The Coundil then went into Committeeon the Bill.
Progressreported.
BiLL enmiTLED THE TReES PreservaTION ORDINANCE, 1888—The Attormey Generd moved the third reeding of
thisBill.
The Colonid Secretary seconded.
Question—put and pasd.
Bill reed athirdtime.
Quedtion put—thet thisBill do pass
Bill passed and numbered as Ordinance No 14 of 1888.
Apxournmvent.—The Council then adjourned to Wednesday, the 4th proximo, a 4 Pw.

G. WiLLiam DesVorux,
Governor.
Read and confirmed, this4th day of April, 1888.
ARATHOON SETH,
Clek of Councils



