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LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL, No. 21.

MONDAY, 215 JULY, 1890.

PrESENT:
HISEXCELLENCY THE OFFICER ADMINISTERING THE GOVERNMENT
(TheHonourable Franais FLeming, CM.G.).
TheHonourablethe Acting Colonid Secretary, (WALTER MerepiTH Deang, CM.G)).
" the Adting Attorney Generd, (EbwaRD JAMES ACKROYD).
Y the Acting Colonid Tressurer, (Henry ErRnEsT WobeHOUSE, CM.G).
Y the Surveyor Genegrd, (SAMUEL BROWN).
" the Acting Registrar Generd, (NormAN GiLBERT MITCHELL-INNES).
N ALEXANDER PALMER MACEWEN.
CatcHick PauL CHATER.
N James JoHNSTONE KEswicK.
N HoKai,M.B.,CM.
ABsnT:
TheHonourable PHiNEAs RYREE.

The Council met pursuiant to adjournmernt.

TheMinutesof thelagt Mesting, held on the 14th July, were read and confirmed.

The confirmation by Her Mgesty of the gppointment of the Honourable J. J. Kesmick as a Member of the
Council having been received hewas duly sworn and took hisset.

His Excdlency informed the Coundil thet he thought it would only be in accordance with the wishes of the
Members that they should record thar regret at the death of the late Postmadter Generd and Colonid Treeaurer.
Therewerefew public servants who worked with o much zed asMr. Lister. His varied experience of this Colony
and hisintimate knowledge of al matters connected with it were of very condderable useto any one connected with
thesarvice

Parers—The Acting Colonid Secretary laid onthe table a Report on Public Works by the Surveyor Generd,
Despatches respecting the Adjutancy of the Police Force, and the Report of the Colonid Surgeon for 1889.

Reed the following Minutes under the hand of His Excdlency the Officer Adminigtering the Government—

@)
F FRevine.
217?3(13589 The Officer Administering the Government recommendsthe Counil to voteasum of Two hundred
" and Forty Ddllars, ($240), to Mr. Svoner Havwarp, who was gppointed Sudent Interpreter, under
Saction 11 of the Scheme published in Government Natification No. 209 of the 4th May, 1889.

Government House, Hongkong, 12th June, 1890.

2)
F Favune.
m‘lﬁ?@ The Officer Administering the Government recommendsthe Council to vote asum of Four hundred
* and Eighty Dadllars, ($480), to Mr. Henry G. WaccoTT, who was gppointed Student | nterpreter, under
Saction 11 of the Scheme published in Government Natification No. 209 of the 4th May, 1889.

Government House, Hongkong, 12th June, 1890.
3)

F Favune.
1&%2%90 The Officer Adminigtering the Government recommends the Council to vote a sum of Three
" hundred and Sixty Dallars, ($360), being hdlf sdlary for the Acting Chief Ingpector of Police
$60 per month for 6 months
Government House, Hongkong, 11th July, 1890.
4)
F Favune
Mscéf?ém The Officer Administering the Government recommends the Coundil to vote a sum of Fifteen

thousand Dallars ($15,000), being amount required to be expended in this year, as pat of $38,000
egimated, for training Albany and adjoining Nullahs, and opening up the land now available as building
sitesbetween the Bowen and Kennedy Roads

Government House, Hongkong, 12th July, 1890.
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(5)
F FRevne.

The Officer Administering the Government recommendsthe Council to voteasum of Two hundred
Ddllars, ($200), for publishing in a sgparate volume the proceedings of the Legidative Coundl during
oneyed.

Government House, Hongkong, 15th July, 1890.

©)
F FRevne.
. 61(73-3%90 The Officer Administering the Government recommendsthe Council to vateasum of Two hundred
" Ddllars, ($200), for making anew st of sorm Sgnels iron frame and lanternsto sgnd a night, for the
useof the Obsarvatory.

Government House, Hongkong, 15th July, 1890.

(7)
F Favune.

The Officer Adminigering the Government recommends the Council to vote asum of One hundred
and Seventy-eight Dollars and Fifty Cents, ($178.50), being the taxed cogts of the Hongkong and China
Gas Company, Limited, of their gopeal under The Rating Ordinance, 1888.

Government House, Hongkong, 15th July, 1890.

@)

F Favune.

n?fslgéo The Officer Adminigtering the Government recommends the Coundil to vote a sum of Seven
" huncred and Twenty Dallars, ($720), for additional Staff inthe Observatory, viz.—
Additiond sdary tothe 2nd Assgtant, as Tdegraphi<, at $20 per month, ........ $ 24000
2 Tdegraph Clerks a $20 per month, 68CH, ......cccvveeeeeeeemeessssesmsssmsssssssssssssssseee 480.00
$ 72000
Government House, Hongkong, 18th July, 1890.
©9)

F Favune.

;253 The Officer Adminitering the Government recommends the Coundil to vote asum of One hundred

and Four Ddllars and Eighty-four Cents ($104.84), being hdf pay of the Frd Assdant a the
Obsrvatory, from 1 Juneto 19th July, indusive, to be given to the Subdtitute, during Mr. Ficas vacation
leave on full pay. (Sanctioned by the Secretary of Sate)

Government House, Hongkong, 18th July, 1890.

The Acting Colonid Secretary moved that these Minutes bereferred to the Finance Committee.

The Acting Colonid Treesurer seconded.

His Excdlency addressad the Coundil on the Minutes in connection with the sdlary of the Acting Chief
I ngpector, the training of the Albany Nullah, the new set of gorm sgnals; the publication of the procesdings of the
Legidative Coundl and the Saff a the Hongkong Observetory.

Question—yput and agreed to.

Vores mssep BY THE Finance Commimtee—The Acting Colonid Secretary, by direction of His Excdlency
the Officer Administering the Governmernt, laid on the table the Report of the Finance Committeg, dated the 14th
July, (No. 16), and moved thet thefollowing Votesreferred to therein be pessed, viz.—

@)
CSO.  Repairsto damages caused by the Rain-storm of 29th and 30th May, 1889.—

1592 of 1890.
AMOUNt PAAIN 1889, .....vvereeererrnssssesssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssens $ 7003800
DO.  IN1B0, ..oorrrreeeesrenrsessssssssesssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssseses 37,148.74
_$107,18674

To be charged to Extraordinary Public Works
2)
145-3%90 Compassionae dlowance to the widow of Im Chan, late Heed Messenger & the
' MBOISITECY,  eveverreresssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssesess $ 2400

The Acting Colonid Treesurer ssconded.
Question—yput and agreed to.




51

BiLL exTITLED "AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE LAW IN RESPECT OF THE SALE OF SHARES IN COMRANIES REGISTERED
UNDER THE CommNIES ORDINANCES 1865 To 1886 AND IN oTHER JoINT Stock Commnies."—The Ading Attorney
Generd moved that the Standing Rules and Orders be suspended in order that this Bill might be reed afirg timethe
same not having beeninserted inthe Ordersof the Day.

The Acting Colonid Secretary seconded.

Question—yput and agreed to.

Honourable J. J. Keswick addressed the Coundil and moved thefirgt reeding of the Bill.

Honourable C. P. Crater seconded.

Honourablethe Acting Attorney Generd addressad the Coundil.

His Excdlency addressed the Coundil.

Question—yput and agreed to.

Bill reed afirg time

BiLL enTiTLED " AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE LAW RELATING TO FRAUDULENT MARKS ON MERCHANDISE."—The
Acting Attorney Generd moved thethird reeding of the Bill.

The Acting Colonid Secretary seconded.

Question—yput and agreed to.

Bill reed athirdtime.

Question put—thet thisBill do pass.

Bill passd.

BiLL ennTLED "AN ORDINANCE TO PROVIDE FOR AND REGULATE THE SUPRLY OF WATER IN THE CoLONY OF
HONGKONG AND FOR THE MAINTENANCE AND RERAIR OF THE WORKS IN CONNECTION THEREWITH."—T he Ading Attormey
Generd moved thethird reeding of the Bill.

The Acting Colonid Secretary seconded.

Question—yput and agreed to.

Bill reed athirdtime.

Question put—thet thisBill do pass.

Bill passd.

The Coundil then reolved itsdlf into amesting of the Finance Committee to condider the Financid Minutes
which had been referred for its condderation.

On the Coundll resuming, the Adting Colonia Secretary moved that the following votes which had been
conddered by the Finance Committee be passed, viz.—

CSO.  To Mr. Sroner HavwarD, who was gppainted Student Interpreter, under Section 1l of the

AN g heme published in Government Notification No. 200 of theth May, 1889, ......... $ 24000
217?3%89 To Mr. Henrr G. WaccoTT, who was gppainted Studert I nterpreter, under Section 11 of the

' Scheme published in Government Natification No. 209 of the4th May, 1839, ............ $ 48000
s Half lary for the Adting Chief Inspector of Police, for 6 monthsat $60 per month, ........... $ 36000

44;?10@ Amount required to be expended in this year, as pat of $38,000 esimated, for training
' Albany and adjoining Nullahs, and opening up the land now available as building
stesbetween the Bowen and Kennedy ROAS  .........creeeeneessmmmsssssssssssssssssssssnns $15,000.00
Publishing in aseparate volume the procesdings of the Legidative Coundl duringoneyear, $  200.00

161‘733%90 New sgt of sorm signds iron frame and lantems to signd a night, for the use of the

OOSEVAONY, <..covvvvvvressssssssssessssssssssessssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssessssssss s ssss s sssssssssssssssss $ 20000
Taxed cogts of the Hongkong and China Gas Company, Limited, of their goped under The
Rating Ordinaneg, 1888, .........ouwremrermressmssssimsssssssssssssssssssssssssssssmssssssssssssssssssssssssssnns $ 17850
n?fslgéo Additiond Staff inthe Obsarvatory, viz.—
Additiond sdary tothe2nd Asddtart, as Tdegraphist, at $20 per month, .......... $ 24000
2 Tdegraph Clerks a $20 per Month, BBCH, .....ccvveeveeeeeeemessmsmssmsssssssssssssessssssssssee 480.00
$ 72000

;‘;Dlg Half pay of the Firg Assigtant a the Observatory, from 1 Juneto 19th duly, indusive, to be
' given to the Subdtitute, during Mr. Ficas vacation leave on full pay. (Sanctioned by
the SECrEAY OF SIAE), .voureeeererrererrersssessssessssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssesses $ 10484

The Acting Colonid Treasurer seconded.
Question—yput and agreed to.
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His Excdlency then addressad the Coundil asfollows—

HoNoURABLE GENTLEMEN,

Before we adjoun to indulge in a short recess from our Legidative duties it may be of interest to
have brought before you a short retrogpect of the work we have accomplished during the last few months
and to beinformed, in o far as1 caninformyou, of the position of the Colony at the presant time.

It was with regret that we leamnt from Sr WiLLiam Des Vorux, towards the beginning of this yeer,
thet ill-hedlth compdled him to leave usfor awhile, but we trust thet when he returnsin December next he
will do so with renewed vigour o that he may be endbled to take in thefuture thet same activeinterest inthe
wdfareof thisColony ashe hastakeninthe padt.

A few months ago we wecomed in our midst a Son and a Daughter-inHaw of Our Gradious
Soverdgn, and we have the graification of feding thet Their Royd Highnesses The Duke and Duchess of
Connaught were well plessed with the brief visit they paid to this the mogt Eagten Point of Her Mgesty's
Colonid Empire

The number of Ordinances which we have passad during the present sesson hes not been very greet
and | wasin hopesthat we might have been ableto ded with severd other matters more or lessripefor our
congderation.

Wehave, however, enacted somelawsof importance | may refer to " The Magigrates Ordinance'—
a very lengthy meesure "The Wataworks Ordinence” "The Vacdnation Ordinance™ "An Ordinance
relating to the Fasification of Acoounts™ besdes athers of lesssignificance

There are sverd matters which | trust will engage our atention when we meet again—such asa
new law on Bankruptcy, the modification of our Emigration laws, the amendment of our laws concerning
Opium, &c.

But the enacting of Ordinancesis nat the only work we have got through. We have adopted a new
Code of Sanding Rules and Orders for the regulation of our procesdings, more in accordance with the
procedure we now follow and more in conformity with the Roya Ingructions under which this Coundl is
congtituted.

The Hnance Committee have had under their consideration many matters of importanceto carry out
which it was necessary to gpply for public moneys. It will dways be my endeavour to consult this Coundl
previousto undertaking messures which involve that cogt whichiit is necessary for this Coundil to sanction. |
do not hestate to say thet there are few Coloniesin which Members of the Legidature are prepared to vote
moneys <0 regdily as here for whet they condder essentid in the public interest. But the more the Members
of a Legidaive body put trust in the proposds mede for public expenditure, the less they regard with
Upidion uggestions mede in this direction, the more careful should a Government be in bringing such
proposds before them and the more anxious should it be to see tha the money is legitimatdy expended
towardsthe purpasefor which it was asked.

In addition to such questions as have actudly been submitted to you, many maters have occupied
my attention.

| am very desirous thet the many Chinese who must necessarily die during the course of the yeer in
this Colony should be buried dsawhere then in the limited areawe possess | fed corffident thet if burids
continueto teke place as they do now the timewill comewhen we shdl have causeto regret it. | have been
in communication with Her Mgesty’'s Consul a Canton on the subject and dthough the Chinese authorities
are not prepared to meet the suggestions | mede, | have not abandoned hopes of being e to carry out in
someway what | venture to think would tend towards the sanitary condition of this Idand, while, | believeit
would bemorein harmony with thefedingsand wishes of the Chinesethemsdves

Another matter of dmost equa importance which has atracted my naticeis the system of squatting
which haslong existed hereand in regard to which severd recommendaions were medein the report of the
Land Commission which was gopainted to enquireinto this and other kindred questionsiin the year 1886. |
am about to gppoint aCommisson to ded with thisparticular sulgject, and dthough there are no doulot many
difficult and complicated pointsinvolved iniit, | trust thet those who have expressad therr reedinessto sarve
onthe Commissionwill beableto surmount them.

| am desrous, Gentlemen, of sading the profession of Brokers in this Colony placed on a better
foating then it gands to-day, but | would much prefer thet any stepsin this direction should come from the
Members of tha body themsdlves rather then be taken by the Government. | may date that on one or two
occasions | have recaved deputationswith whom | have discussed the question and who have mentioned to
me proposdsworthy of careful congderation. | trust thet at the end of this year, if not before, dircumstances
will dlow of those who | bdieve are anxious to move in the mater, to follow up these proposds |If,
however, such is not the case it will become necessary for the Government to serioudy congder whether it
should nat teketheinitiative.
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The Secretary of State, Gentlemen, has dravn my attention to the asence of any vote in the
Edtimates for this yeer for the erection of a New Gaol and it cannat be doubted thet the present prison
accommodetion is inaufficient for the numbers confined. The question of condtructing a New Gadl is one
thet has been mooted for some years past and a site has been sdected and resarved for such abuilding. But,
bearing in mind the many important works now on hand and the condderable expenditure thet will be
incurred thereon, 1 am not digposed to commence a new prison, the estimated cost of which is betwean
$400,000 and $500,000 if such can be avoided. But recognizing, as | do, the strong necessity of further
prison accommodation | have lady been considering a scheme by which | trust this may be obtained
without having recourseto anew and costly congtruction.

Some time snce we were cdled upon by the Impeid Government to incresse our Military
Contribution from £20,000 to £40,000 a year on the underdanding thet our garrison would be incressed.
This Coundil, on the ground that it begrudged not the expenditure of money for an effident defence of the
Colony, voted, without oppasition, the amount asked for while sating whet it expected as a retum for the
additiond cogt involved. | forwarded the condusions a which the Coundl arrived, together with a copy of
the Resolutionsit passad, to the Secrdtary of State. | havenot et recaived areply from him, but when | do o
I trust therewill beno objection to my laying on thistable acopy of the despatch | wrote so thet Honourable
Membersmay seetheviews| expressed.

| may add, conceming certain rumoursthat have been latdy &floa, thet no intimation has been mede
to mein regard to the organization of any Chinesetroopsin thisColony, nor have | any reeson to bdieve thet
thereisany foundaion for thereportstowhich | havedluded.

Thereisno Department, Gentlemen, which the people in this Colony neturally teke adegper interest
in, nor whichisof grester importance than thet of the Public Works

| conssquently requested the Surveyor Generd to prepare, o thet | might lay the same before you, a
Memorandum of such pulblic works as had been procesded with this year, or werein course of congtruction.
This he has done and the report has been submitted to you. It is gratifying to find thet the work connected
with the Gap Rock Lighthouseis proceading so satisfactorily, o that aredl commencement has been made
inthework of thelong talked of Centrd Market and in thet of the Lunatic Asylum for Chinese A new Fier
has been opened a Kowloon Point and orders have been given that the Digtrict School, for which provison
was mede in the Estimaes for this year, should be procesded with as soon as possble A dte &
Kennedytown has been sdected for a new Saughter-House and Depdt for pigs and sheep. It has been
decided to commence, without further delay, the erection of new Police Stdtions a Aberdeen and Quarry
Bay. The additions to Government House are being rgpidly gone on with, while plans are nearly completed
for anew housg offices &c. for the Superintendent of the Batanicd and Afforestation Department. The
Coundl is aware thet during the course of lagt year an agreement was entered into for lighting the City of
Victoria with dectric light, and | trust thet in ashort time hence we shdl see thiswork completed. It may
herediter be found possible to extend this system of lighting to another and more lofty part of this Idand
whichisdaly becoming more popular and more popul ated.

Indructions have laidy been given to cary out some of the recommendations made by those
Gentlemen who were gppointed to enquire into the working of the Obsarvatory and when the Edtimates for
next year are Submitted to you proposaswill be mede for some eddition to the gaff of that Department. | am
far fromwishing to suggest increasad expenditure, but if such aninditution as an Obsarvatory isto be of any
red good it must be efficiently maintained, or it would be sounder economy to do away with it dtogether.

Much good work has of late been done, under the supervision of Mr. CHabwick, in connection with
our drainege and waterworks It isto be hoped thet theseimportant undertakings on which much money has
been, and hesiill to be, expended, will prove stisfactory to the community.

There is nothing more necessary than from time to time to ascertain the finendd condition of a
country, and | will inform you, Gentlemen, in o far as| can, what thefinandid condition of this Colony wes
onthe30th of Junelat.

The baance of assats in hand on 1 January, 1890, was $505,109, and the Revenue a the end of
Junewas $1,073,079, making atotal a end of Juneof $1,578,188.

The expenditure in the Colony up to the end of June was $720,658. The actud expenditure in
England up to end of May, and that estimated for June, amounted to $254,619. To this must be added asum
of $34,127 for premiaon Land Sdes making atotd (partly esimated) expenditurefor thefirst Sx months of
theyear, of $1,009,404 and shewing aprobable baance of assats on 30th June of $568,784.

Within the legt tweve months, Gentlemen, there have been many changes among the Members of
this Coundl. Mogt of these have fortunady been causad through the necessity of meking temporary
arangements But therehave been afew of apermanant nature.



In October lagt desth premeturdy and unexpectedly deprived this Colony of the services of the
late Colonid Secretary, Mr. Stewarr. | had not the advantage of persond acouaintance with thisofficer,
but no one could be long in this Idand without hearing how much he was respected and of the greet
good he rendered to this country, more epecidly in the adl-important cause of Education. Another
who was but a short time snce among us we shdl see no more. | refer to Mr. Lister, our late
Pogmeager Generd and Colonia Treesurer, who during aquarter of acentury begrudged neither time
nor labour in the performance of his duties and whose rductance to take rest when rest was needed
may have gonefar to hagten hisend.

| am happy to say that among the un-officiad Members only one change has occurred during
the time | have dluded to. | refer to Mr. WonG SHing, whose period of service expired during the
presant year, and who desired, by reason of advanding age and the necessity of attending to business
dsawhere, to be rdieved from further duty a this Board. | recommended for Her Mgesty's gpprovd
as his successor Dr. Ho Kai of whom we have dreedy seen sufficient to know the degp concern he
takesin the work brought before us and to fed how efficiently he will Srive for the wefare of those
whoseinterestsheishereto represent.

| have endeavoured, Gentlemen, to lay before you such informetion as | considered might
interest you a the present momert. It will not be very long before we meat again when we shdll take
up asit were thethreads of thework we are qitting for awhile to-day.

In condusion let me thank you for the consideration you have shown me since | have been
presding over this Coundil, let me wish you a pleasant recess, and let me express the hope that we
may dl join once morein working, with increased strength, for the benefit of a Colony to which many
have been indebted for good fortune in the pagt and to which may many be indebted for successand
happinessinthefuture

ApxournmenT.—The Coundl then adjourned till Monday, the 6th October, a 3 pw.

F Feving,
Officer Adminigtering the Government.

Read and confirmed, this6th day of October, 1890.

FE A. HazeLAND,
Acting Clerk of Coundils



