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15m AUGUST, 1898.

PrEseNT—

His ExceLLency the Acting Governor (Mgor-Generd
Black, C.B., Officer Commanding the Troops)

Hon. T. Sercomee Suim (Acting Colonid Secretary.)

Hon. W. M. Goopbman (Attorney-Generd.)

Hon. R. Murray Rumsey (Harbour Madter.)

Hon. F H. May, CM.G. (Captain Superintendent of
Pdlice)

Hon. A. M. THomson (Acting Colonid Treasurer)

Hon. R. D. Orvsay (Director of Public Works)

Hon. C. P CHater, CM.G.

Hon. HoKa.

Hon. T. H. WHITEHEAD.

Hon. E. R. BeLiuios, CM.G.

Hon. J. J BeLL-IRvING.

Hon. We Y uk.

Mr. J. G. T. BuckLe (Clerk of Coundils)

MINUTES

The minutes of the previous meeting were read and
adopted asacorrect record.

ANANCIAL MINUTES

On the motion of the Acting CoLoNIAL SECRETARY,
seconded by the Acming CoLoNiAL TREASURER, financid
minutes Nos. 10 and 11 were referred to the Finance
Committee.

AN OPEN SIACE AT KOWLOON TOBE

PRESERVED.
AN INTERESTING RELIC OF ANTIQUITY.

Hon. Ho Kai—In accordance with the notice | gave at
the last meeting of the Council, | have much pleasurein
moving the following resolution—"That it isdesirablein
the interests of the public that the piece of ground Situate
at British Kowloon and generdly known as'Sung Wong
Toi' or 'Sung Wong T'ong', together with a certain area of
land surrounding and adjacent thereto as delineated and
marked red on the annexed plan,

should not belet for building or other purposes, but should
be reserved for the benefit of the public in perpetuity, and
that the same should be delimited and marked off and kept
in good order by the Public Works Department of this
colony." | have included in my resolution both of the
names given to the place, viz.,—'Sung Wong Tai," which
means a tower of observation of aKing of Sung, and
"Sung Wong T'ong," which meanshdl of aKing of Sung
—in order to prevent misunderstanding. The exact
designation of the place seemed to be in doubt, and |
thought it wisein order to fix the place more particularly to
give both terms. | think myself that "Sung Wong Tai," a
place of observation of aKing of Sung, istheright
definition; but seeing that the other name was adopted by
certain European Chinese scholars, such asDr. Eitd, |
thought it best to put both names in my resolution. In
moving this resolution | am guided by severd motivesand
reasons. My principal motive isto preserve an additional
open space for the colony of Hongkong and its
dependencies. It may scemto belooking too far ahead, asit
were, at thistime of the day to reserve an open space for
British Kowloon, where the population is not very greet,
but taking into consideration the rapid growth of
Hongkong itsalf, from the barren rock of 50 yeersagoto a
mogt thickly-populated place— more thickly popul ated
per square mile, | should say, than any other city in the
world— | do not think we arelooking so far aheed after dl
in preserving this piece of ground for the benefit of the
public of Hongkong and Kowloon. Knowing aswe do the
Chinese, their love of British liberty and protection, and
their great appreciaion of British justice and fair play, we
cantdl | think beforehand that in avery few years, if the
territory recently acquired by the British Government,
together with British Kowloon, be administered with due
care and tact, the Chinese will flock to the placein
overwhelming numbers,
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and | think that in less than ten years the whole place will
be occupied, and that Kowloon will soon become a centre
of English trade and manufacture second only to
Hongkong itsdf —(hear, hear)—a centre which will riva
Hongkong itsdf in prosperity and growth. Therefore, |
think that after dl we are not looking too far ahead in
reserving a place of exercise and recreation for a future
generation. My next resson in proposing this resolution is
that | wish to presarve for the colony of Hongkong a
monument of some antiquity. There stands on this goot a
large stone with an inscription upon it dose upon 600 or
over 600 years old. Everywhere in this colony we mest
with new objects—inventions of modern civilisation—hut
in this one spot we can gaze upon amonument of over 600
years old—(hear, hear)—and dthough | am not a very
great admirer of antiquity till a the sametime | think we
owe it to oursdves and to the public of Hongkong to see
that this particular spot is preserved. (Hear, hear)) My third
resson for wishing to preserve this piece of ground is to
cary out the dipulation which the Chinese Government
made when Kowloon was leasad and findly ceded to
Grest Britain. If you refer to old papers you will find thet a
ipulation was contained in the treaty ceding Kowloon that
this gpot, Sung Wong Toi, together with the hill onwhichiit
stands, should be reserved for ever. This stipulation has not
been carried out. We have not done anything with the Site,
but | think the stipul ation has been logt sight of moreor less,
| think these are good and sufficient reasons for preserving
the dte and for keeping our promise as to the preservation
of the place. | think the inhabitants of Victoriado not know
thisplace sufficiently well, and | would like to refer themto
the history of Hongkong by Dr. Eitd. where, on pages 129
and 130, there isa short and interesting account of the very
spot | propose to reserve. As everybody can get access to
this work, | will not detain you by reading the passage to
which | refer, particularly as most of us have dready hed
the pleasure of hearing it read by the honourable gentleman
opposite (Hon. T. H. Whitehead). It isto your Excdlency
we owe a plessant afternoon's outing to this spot, and when
this resolution is passad and carried out, | hope the public
of Hongkong will pay avist to this place. | am sure they
will be amply repaid for their trouble. They can satisfy their
curiosity and add to their knowledge of loca matters. They
will find there andient entrenchments and encampments
fromwhich they will learn agood dedl of ancient history—
how the people who then occupied the land fortified
themsdves Herethe geologigt can find grand pecimens of
Hongkong granite, the best kind of sone, hundreds of tons
in weight. Anyone fond of ancient inscriptions will find
there lines inscribed on rock which will satisfy abundantly
his tagte in that respect; and, furthermore, if he is fond of
mythology he will dso find there something which will
sidfy him. There is a gory that when the King of Sung
was hurrying away from the oot to avoid capture he left
his girdle behind and it petrified and became fixed to the
rock and formed a bdt haf round it. Of course | am not
saying this is genuine. (Hear, hear)) In condusion | can
only say that a very plessant afternoon can be spent upon

thisgpot. (Hear, hear.)
Hon. Wa A Y uk seconded.

The Director oF PusLic Works—! have much plessure
in supporting the resolution. It would be something more
than a pity to destroy thisinteresting reic of the past, about
the only higtoricd rdic, as it were, in the vicinity of
Hongkong. The only commercid vaue of the oot would
be as a granite quarry. Granite and other good building
stone happens to be a thing with which we are paticularly
rich in the colony, while in the territory about to be lessed
by China to England there is sufficient excdlent granite
and other good building stone to lest for a great many
centuries and for hdf a dozen places besides Hongkong.
For that reason | think we can very well spare this spot and
a the sametime presarvethisinteresting relic.

Hon. T. H. WHiTEHEAD—The resolution has my hearty
support, but | think it would be interesting to the members
of the Coundil if the hon. member would give usthe details
as to the promise given by the British Government to the
Chinese Government with reference to this spot. Wasit in
writing or wasit verbd?

Hon. Ho Ka—You will find the following on page 129
of Dr. Eitd's higory—"When the Peninsula was leasd
and subsequently ceded to the British Crown, the Chinese
Government pecidly gipulated that the rock inscription
and thewhole hill should remain untouched.” (Hear, hear.)

Thereslution wasthen put and carried unanimoudly.

REPORT OF THE AHNANCE COMMITTEE

The Acting CoLoniAL Secrerary lad on the table
finance report No. 3.

NATURALISATION OF CHINESE

Thefirg readings of Bills for the naturdisation of Chan
Li Choy alias Chan Chun Chuen, of Leung Luk, alias
Leung Cheung Soy and Li Chung, alias Li Chan Shing,
were passd.

THE RECREATION GROUND FOR CAUSEWAY
BAY.

The Attorney-GeneraL—I| beg to propose the firgt
reading of a Bill entitled an ordinance to provide for the
reservation of certain land a Causeway Bay asarecredtion
ground and for meking of regulationsastoitsuse.



( 51)

Hon. T. H. WHITEHEAD SEconded.
Carried unanimoudy.

His ExceLLency—The Council have dready given their
opinion upon this matter, 0 | do not see why it should not
be absolutdly recorded on the minutes of the Council.

The ATttorNEY-GENeraL—I move that the danding
orders be suspended in order that this Bill may be reed a
second time to-day. The matter has dreedy been brought
before the Council by resolution, it being resolved by the
Legidative Coundil thet it was desirable in the interest of
the public that the land mentioned in this Ordinance should
be resarved as an open space and gppropriated for the
purpose of recregtion, and that the sanction of the Secretary
of State should be asked for the introduction of an
Ordinance giving the Governor in Council power to make
regulations from time to time as to the uses of the land
reserved and to enforce such regulaions by suitable
pendties. That sanction wes asked for and has been
granted. The Secretary of State suggested, however, that
the right should be resarved to re-gppropriate the land
should it gopear necessary or desrable to do o in the
interests of either thelocd or the Imperid Government. Of
course if & some future time for Government or for
Imperid purposes not now foreseen it becomes desirableto
use the land for some other purpose this can be done,
provison being made for it in the Bill. | may say that the
Secretary of State has gpproved of the title of the "Queen's
Recregtion Ground' being given to the ground—(Hear,
hear)— <0 that it will be afitting memorid of the Jubilee
of Her Mgegy. The Bill gives the Governor power to
make regulations, these regulations to be published in the
Gazdtte, and provides for notice of re-gppropriation being
gazetted should re-gppropriation be consdered necessary
a any futuretime. Asto theidentification of theland aplan
has been prepared for depositing in the Land Office, such
plan to be dgned by the Director of Public Works and
countersgned by the Governor.

Hon. T. H. WHiTEHEAD Seconded.
Carried

The AttorneY-GeneraL proposed and the Hon. T. H.
WHiTeneap seconded the second reading. The Bill was
then conddered in Commiittee,

His ExcalLency— just wart to sy a word on this
ubject. | have persondly taken avery greet interest in this
metter from the very firg—(hear, hear)—and | fed
convinced that to-day the Coundil has taken action with
regard to an Ordinance which dthough not showy will |
believe be more thought of in the future and will do more
good than many of the other Ordinances which gand on
the statute book of the colony. (Hear, hear.) From thefirgt |
havefdt very strongly on this point. Hongkong is growing,
and we know that in al the great dities of the world—in

Vienna Paris London, New York, and dsewhere—it has
been necessary a great expense to buy back for the public
use land which allittle more foresight would have secured
long ago. Therefore | think the Coundil has most wisdy
taken action in this matter in securing thisland for ever for
the physicd development of the youth and manhood of the
colony. (Hear, hear). And the action of the Council with
regard to the other matter is no less important—the
presarvetion of this hill of aKing of Sung. My friend Dr.
Ho Kal hascdled thisabrand new colony, and weareglad
to have the respectable hadlo of antiquity drawvn over us
(Hear, hear)) To China 600 years is as yesterday, but with
usin Europe 600 yearsisalong long way back. Dr. Ho Kai
has put the matter very dearly before us, and | will only
say this It interests me in this way. From the earliest ages
of theworld when man emerged from the lower creation—
if he did emerge from the lower cregtion—that hill hes
been anaturd spot of defence. In primeva timesthousands
of years ago thet hill was looked upon by man as anaturd
defence againg wild animalsfira and possbly againgt wild
tribes later. In dl parts of the world you find these neturd
ramparts. We find them in England, Scotland, and Irdand,
and | have dways looked upon them with particular
interest. | was glad when my brother officer, Lieutenant
Machell, drew my atention to it in the interesting lecture
which he ddivered in January of the present year. Asl sad
before, | believe we have done good work to-day in
presarving these sites for the recreation and instruction of
those coming after. (Hear, hear.)

The Coundil having resumed,

The AttorNeY-GeNeraL proposed that the Bill be read
athird timeand passed.

TheHon. T. H. WHiTeHeAD | second that. | do so with
pleasure, and | sincerely hope that the wish which the
honourable member opposite (Hon. Dr. Ho Kai) expressed
when the resol ution on this subject was before the Coundil
will be bornein mind—that the ground be reserved for dl
nationdities, irrepective of race, creed, or religion. | can
assure the honourable member that the men who take part
in recreation down there would wel come with open arms
not only the senior member who represents the Chinese but
thejunior member if they would come and take part in our
recregtion and hedlth-giving exercise. They would receive a
right hearty welcome. Their example might have a
wonderful effect on the viceroysin the various provinces
and on minigersinthe Tsung-i-yamen. | need only ask you
to look at Indiato see what our Indian friends have done.
India has given us one of the best cricketersthe world has
ever produced. It hesdso given usexcdlent footbd | players,
and it hesput into thefidd apolo teeamwhich | think hesnot
yet been beaten. | venture to hope that at no very
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digant date the representatives of the Chinese and their
friends will come down and take pat in the manly
recregtion which goeson a Causeway Bay. (Hear, hear.)

TheBill wasreed athird time and passed.

VACATIONSIN THE SUPREME COURT.

The Attorney GEneraL—] propose the second reeding
of the Bill entitled an Ordinance for the esteblishment of
vacdions in the Supreme Court. Your Excdlency hes
dready spoken grongly on the necessity for places of
relaxaion, but in order to enjoy any places of rdaxation it
is necessary to have time to do 0. (Hear hesr). Thereisa
certain dass of men who are redly being hardworked—
(laughter, and heer, hear) of whom it may be said as was
sad by Tennyson of the brook—"Men may come and men
may go," but their work "goes on for ever." | do nat know
whether it isagood thing for them. It may be, but thereisa
proverb, "All work and no play makes Jack adull boy." |
have therefore much pleasure in proposng the second
reading of the Bill for the establishment of vacationsin the
Supreme Court. It has long been a matter of surpriseto me
that a Hongkong there have been no vacations in the
Supreme Court. | am not aware that such a gate of things
exigss dsawhere or genadly in the colonies Mogt
assuredly it isnot the case in England. In England there are
four vecations in the Supreme Court—the long vacation,
which beings on the 10th of August and expires on the
24th of October; the Chrigmas vacation, which begins on
the 24th of December and expires on the 6th of January;
the Eadter vacation, and the Whitsuntide vacation. Frst of
dl they have the long vacation of nearly two and a half
months; they have 14 days a Christmas, four or five days
a Eager, and three or four days a Whitsuntide. In other
wordsther vacations extend over three monthsin the yeer,
and it is found a benfit to the profession that it should be
90, that men should have some sort of rdaxaion. In this
colony in 1873, without going further back, an Ordinance
—-COrdinance 12 of 1873—provided by section 26 a
vacaion of two months during August and September. In
1882, by an Ordinance passed in September of that year,
this vacation was practicaly done away with in toto. It is
no use how going into the history of the passng of that
Ordinance, but we have had dnce thet time 16 years
experience, and there seems to be an dmost unanimous
feding among both branches of the profession thet some
vacaion should be observed by the Supreme Court. The
old vacation of two months in August and September
seems to have followed the English practice We dl know
that August isamost ddightful monthin England. | am not
awae tha August is a ddightfu month ether in
Hongkong or any of the places adjacent where you can go,
and no doubt the time of year was found unalitable. The
dedire of the professon aso gppearsto be that the vacation
should be one month ingteed of two—that it should be
from the 20th September to the 17th October. Thet is a
time of the year when persons who need relaxation would
possibly go to Japan to enjoy themsdves. This morning |
received aletter from three members of the professon with

regard to this Ordinance. This has nat given me much
opportunity of going into it. Had they sent it on Saturday |
should have had much longer to consider the matter, but |
have done the best | could during the short time. | have
looked a the circular st round before this Bill wes
brought in, and | find thet one of the gentlemen who Sgned
this letter said he did not object and that another of them
sad he objected to the short vacation, saying it would not
be of any use to anybody. | referred these objections to the
gentleman who was prominent in bringing this Bill to my
atention, and he sad tha the dmost unanimous feding
was thet short vacations were of condderable utility and
would not interfere in any way with the work required by
the public. 1t will meke no difference to mysdf. My
experience of the Court is confined chiefly, a the present
time, to the crimind work and provison ismede inthe Bill
for the crimind work to go on precisdy as though there
were no vecations, and dso the work in the Summary
Court, though there is power given to the Judges to

postpone any metter which can reasonably be postponed
over the vacation. But | undergand that the judge of the

Summary Court proceeds much in the same way as before
whether the vecation is on or nat. The judges have been
consulted with regard to the Bill. Thelearned Chief Justice,
who isdways very kind in these matters, has read through
the Bill, and it has met with his approval. The Judges have
therefore approved of the Bill and the whole of the
profession with the exception of three soliditors, only one
of whom disgpproved of it in toto. In these days one goesa
good ded by mgorities, and there is a vagt mgority in
favour of the Bill. To prevent any inconvenience the Bill
will not be brought into operation till 15t December next.

The Acring CoLoNIAL SecreTARY Seconded.

The Bill having been conddered in committee it was
read athird time and passed.

A SUPPLEMENTARY VOTE

On the mation of the Acting CoLoNiAL TREASURER,
seconded by the Acting CoLoniAL SecreTary, the Coundil
went into Committee on the Bill entitled an Ordinance to
authorise the gppropriation of a supplementary sum of
three hundred and sixty-eight thousand, eight hundred and
sixty-nine dallars and ninety-three cents, to defray the
chargesof the year 1897.

TheBill wasread athird time and passed.

THE REGISTRATION OF TRADEMARKS

The ATTORNEY -GENERAL— have the honour to
move the third reading of the Bill
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entitted an Ordinance to amend the law rdating to the
Regidration of Trade Marks. At the previous mesting of
the Council the Council resolved itsdlf into Committes, and
the Bill was passad dause by dause, certain amendments
being made. Various suggestions for the amendment of the
Bill have been made. Thismorning | had aninterview with
the honourable member for the Chamber of Commerce. |
have gone into these matters with him, and | pointed out
that the suggested improvementsrelated chiefly to therules.
When the Bill was published the firg time | published a
memorandum with it and a0 the Trade Mark Rules for
1898 which were proposad to be made by the Governor.
Thexe rules, indude the dasdfication of goods in
accordance with the second schedule and the fees The Bill
itsdf gives the Governor in Council power to make the
necessary rules and to prescribe the fees, and until the Bill
is pased it will be impossible for the Governor to make
these rules induding the schedules atached to them. If the
honourable member for the Chamber of Commerce will
point out in the course of the week any objections to the
rules those objections can be duly consdered, and | gl
then bein apogtion to lay before His Excdlency the Rules
as amended. Among other suggedtions it was said that it
was rather hard that a fee should be charged for the
continuance a the end of 14 years of atrade mark which
was registered before the passng of the Ordinance, but in
this| am only following on the lines fallowed in England.
As regards the Bill itsdf the only matter | have had my
atention gpecidly cdled to as far as | can recollect & the
present moment is with regard to application for
regidration, it being suggested tha we should dlow
goplication to be made by an agent of afirm and dso that
he should be dlowed to make a dautory declaration or
affidavit, subject to a confirmatory affidavit being made
within three months by the party for whom the application
for regigration is made. | have made provison for the
making of the application for regidration by an agent, but
when we come to the statutory dedaration or affidavit, |
think it would be entirdy out of place to dlow an afidavit
to be made by deputy. A man must gpeek for himsdf, and
be answerable if he pesks fdsdy. | do not think there was
any other point except with regard to dause 3, which says
—"(1) For the purposss of this Ordinance, a trade mark
must consst of or contain & least one of the following
essantid paticulars—(@) A name of anindividua or firm
printed, impressed, or woven in some paticular and
didinctive manner; or (b) awritten Sgnature or copy of a
written dgnature of the individud or firm applying for
registration thereof as a trade mark; or (¢) a distinctive
device, mark, brand, heading, labd, or ticket; or (d) an
inverted word or inverted words; or (€) aword or words
having no referenceto the character or qudity of the goods,
and not being a geographical name” | should like to point

out that these words are not my own words, but are taken
absolutdly verbatim from the Act in force in England, and
whet isthe law in England can very well be the law here.
The objection taken was that under that definition there
might be some Chinese word or character in use as atrade
mark, but seeing that they find no difficulty in England | do
not think we shal find any here. Then application hesto be
mede to the Governor, who can a his discretion grant it or
otherwise. The trade mark, | assume, would come before
the Attorney-Generd, and the Governor would be advised
by him. | think we cannot do better than follow the latest
Act in England. Therefore, |1 do not think there is any
objection, so far as| am aware, to theBill itsdlf. Oneor two
dight matters may be improved, and when | have had the
opportunity of seeing the honourable member for the
Chamber of Commerce as regards the dassfication of
goods| will condder them. | should not atempt to grapple
with such a subject out of my own head. The lig of 50
classs of goods has been sent to me from England, and
this lig, with some dight variation, will, | think, be good
enough for Hongkong. As regards the rules | shdl be
plessed to recave suggedions, but those suggetions
should be made speedily.

The Acring CoLoNIAL SecReTARY Seconded.

TheHon. T. H. WHiTeneao—Before thisis passed there
is one quedion | should like to ask. | can esk from
knowledge thet the Attorney-Generd has put in a vast
amount of time in regard to this Bill. It is full of
technicdlities and has entailed a great amount of work.
Rule 5 says—"An application for regidration of a trade
mark, if made by any firm or partnership, may be signed
by some one or more members of such firm or partnership,
asthe case may be" 1t may wdl happen that no member or
partner in the firm is resdent in the colony a the time
goplication is made, and it might be well, therefore, if we
can make provision for gpplication to be made by an agent.

The AtTorNEY-GENERAL—] have put it into the Bill thet
an agent may make application; but thiswill not gpply with
regard to an efidavit.

TheBill wasread athird time and passed.
ADJOURNMENT.

The Coundil then adjourned until the 29th of Augudt.

FINANCE COMMITTEE.

A mesting of the Finance Committee then took place,
the Acting Colonid Secretary presiding.



( 54)

The minutes of the previous meeting were read and
adopted asacorrect record.

The Committee agreed to vote asum of $500in aid of
thevote"Cod, ail, and water for geam launch.”

The CHairman—This is needful on acocount of the
increased price of cod thisyear.

The Harour Master—It does not sy in wha
department.

The CHairman—The Government Marine Surveyor's
Department.

The Committee also agreed to vote asum of $2,500in
ad of thevote"Miscdlaneousworks"

The Crarvan—In explandtion of this | may tdl
honourable members thet it refers to the expense to be
incurred by the Government in laying out apiece of land in
the west part of the town. It is proposed to terrace and plant
with trees and shrubs a ste in the vicdinity of Richmond
Terrace, the resdents of the neighbourhood having agreed
to provide alike sum of $2,500.

It was undergtood thet should the Government reguire
theland for other purposes the money subscribed should be
returned to the subscribers or their representatives, without
interest.

The Committee then adjourned.




