(66 )

29THMARCH, 1900.

PrESENT:—

His Exca.Lency the Governor (Sir Henry Blake
GCM.G).

His ExceLLency Mgor-Generd Gascoighe CM.G.
(Commanding the Troops).

Hon. E H. MAY, CM.G. (Acing Colonid
Secretary).

Hon. W. MecH Goopman (Attorney-Generd).

Hon. A. M. THomson (Colonid Treasurer).

Hon. R. D. Orvsay (Director of Public Works).

Hon. A. W. BRewIN.

Hon. H. C. NicoLLE.

Hon. C. P CHater, CM.G.

Hon. Dr. HoKal.

Hon. T. H. WHITEHEAD.

Hon. We A Y uk.

Mr. R. . Jornston (Acting Clerk of Councils)

MINUTES

Thefirg item for condderation was the minute from
the Governor recommending the vote of $26,189 to
defray during the current year theincreasesin sdaries of
Government Officids sanctioned in the Secretary of
State's Despatch No. 280 of 8th December, 1899.

REPORT OFHNANCE COMMITTEE.

The AcTing CoLoniAaL SecreTary— beg to bring up
the report of the Finance Committee No. 4, and to move
itsadoption.

The CoLoniaL TrReasURER Seconded and it was
carried.

ANANCEMINUTE

The Acting CoLoniAL Secretarv— beg to lay onthe
table Finance Minute No 13 and to move that it be
referred to the Finance Committee.

The CoLoniaL TrReasURER Seconded and it was
agreed.

DISORDERLY HOUSES

The Hon. C. P. CHater—In the absence of the Hon.
T. H. Whiteheed, | beg to ask the following question:—
"Will the Honourable the Registrar-Generd inform the
Council whether it is a fact that the occupants of
disorderly houses who had been moved out of housesin
the centrd didricts and gone into houses to the west
thereof are again being moved, and if so whether the
movements have been or are being effected by virtue of
orders made by the Magigrate or by the summary
actions of the Polioe?"

The Acring CoLoniAL Secrerary—In reply | beg to
date—"The housss to the east of Whitty Street are
being moved, and the movements are being effected by
virtue of orders issued by the Acting Regidrar-
Gengd."

BILL TOAMEND THE ARMS ORDINANCE.

On the motion of the ATtornEY-GENERAL the
Council went into committee to condder the Bill

entitted An Ordinance to Amend and Consolidate the
Law relding to the Cariage and Possession of Arms
and Ammunition.

The Hon. T. H. WHiITEHEAD raised severd points in
connection with dause 4, concerning the granting of
licenses He thought thet in case of hisrefusing to grant
a license the Captain-Superintendent of Police should
be obliged to give hisreasonsfor such refusal.

His ExcaLLency the Governor said the thought it
was not desirable thet the Captain Superintendent of
Palice should give his reasons for refusd. The right of
apped from the decision of the Captain Superintendent
of Police to the Governor-in-Coundil threw the onus
upon the Governor as to whether the gpped should be
granted or not.

TheHon. T. H. WHiTEHEAD asked whether it was not
possible to describe the ams or ammunition in the
licensa

HisExca.Lency the Governor— should say 0. Itis
doneevery day inlrdand.

The Acting CoLoniaL SecreTary —Has the hon.
member consdered the definition of the expresson
"ams” He will see it indudes cannon, gun, pistal,
revolver, etc. Would he give a Chinaman permisson to
cary any ams he likes—from a 9.2 gun for instance
downto arevolver?

The Hon. T. H. WHiTeneap—No, ceatainly not
(laughter).
In connection with dlause 10, which read—

"Any person carying or having in his possesson or
reasonably suspected of carrying in his possesson any
arms or ammunition in contravention of this Ordinance
may be arrested without awarrant by any Police Officer
or Congable, and shdl be conveyed as soon as may be
before a Magidrate to the dedlt with according to law,"
the Hon. T. H. WHitereap sad the Chamber of
Commerce suggested that some provison might be
made with regard to persons who were searched & the
police-gaion, who, having no arms on them, should
forthwith be released.

The Acting CoLoniaL Secrerary —If the Police
arres aman and find that he has no arms they will not
take him before a magigtrate because they will have no
charge.

The Hon. T. H. WHITEHEAD—A man might be
arrested on sugpicion without having to be taken before
amagidrate, dthough the section says he shdl be taken
beforeamagidrate

The Attorney-GeneraL quoted the Ordinance of
1895, which read tha a man suspected might be
aresed on a warrant and taken before a magidrate.
There had been no difficulty concerning that dause in
the padt five years, and he did not suppose there would
beinthefuture



His ExceLLency the Governor—The hon. member
is quite right in this matter. There is a difference
between the wording of the dausesin the new and the
old Ordinances. The old Ordinance says a man may be
arrested, and this new Ordinance says he shall be taken.
Under this Ordinance | do not think any policeman
would be judtified in rdessng a man without taking
him beforeamagidrate.

The Hon. T. H. WHiTEHEAD—It Seems to me the
policeman would have no optionin the matter.

His ExceLency the Governor—I think you are
quiteright.

The Attorney-GeNeraL—You may dter the word
"gl.”

His ExcaLLency the Governor—There is one thing,
however, to be conddered. Is it advisdble to give any
police-congable, whether he be European. Skh, or
Chinaman, power to go up to a man, saize him and
search him and then let the man go without taking him
before amagistrae? Would you not make it incumbent
upon the condable that, ingead of waking off, he
should, after submitting him to the indignity of being
searched, take the man before amagidrate | think it is
worth consdering. It makesthe constable more careful.

The Hon. T. H. WHiTEHEAD—They might arrest a
man on Saturday and would have no dternative but to
kegp him in gaol until Monday, before he can see a
magigrate, and the man may be perfectly innocent.

His ExceLLency the GovernorR—YoU may make a
proviso giving such power to the Superintendent of
Police

The Acring CoLoniaL Secrerary—The Police have
power in uch acase to grant bal. | have never known

of any complaint. The words are a formula used in
many Ordinances

His ExceLLency the Governor—l do not think the
Police ought to have the power of searching a man
without taking him before someone. The man should be
properly discharged. You may possibly open the door to
agreat dedl of vexation to some people, who may not
be in the postion to bring forward things. | think the
Hon. Mr. Whitehead's poirt is a very fair one. A man
arested on Sunday may not find a Magidtrate, but |
think is met by theinserting of aprovisoin such acase,
if nothing be found on aperson, to dlow the sergeant of
policeto discharge him at the station.

It was decided that the words "before a Magidrate'
should be omitted and the words "to a police-gation” be
ingerted.

The Hon. Dr. HoKai raised the paint as to whether
the Scheduleswould betrandated into Chinese.

His Exce.Lency THE Governor—Yes, | takeit dl the
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Schedules will betrandated into Chinese.

The Hon. Dr. Ho Ka—Sir, regarding this Schedule
D fird, | desireto propose an amendment. | propose that
the figures $1,200 be deeted in the firg item and the
figures $250 be ingerted in lieu thereof. The old fee is
only $10, and to increase it now by 120 timesisto my
mind very excessve and unfair. If $1,200 be the license
fee chargesble annudly, then the arms importers and
deders would be the heavies taxed of dl persons
trading in this Colony, even more heavily taxed than
holders of publican’s licenses. The reason given for this
increaeis, | believed, that in aresponsble busnesslike
importing and dedling in arms a subgtantia license fee
ought to be paid and that a big fee would tend to keep
out digreputeble characters. Bus | maintain, Sir, that
dnce power is given in thit Bill to the Captain Supt. of
Police, subject only to an gpped to the Governor to
refue licences to quetionsble and undesreble
characters, it is quite unnecessary to have recourse to a
high and dmog prohibitive licence fee It will be
especidly hard on those Chinese aams-deders who are
conducting their business in an honest and legitimate
manner to have to pay to the Government amonthly fee
of $100 for the privilege of trading in this Colony, and
this seems dl the harder on them if one takes into
account that when the new provisons of this Bill come
into operation it will entail upon them muce loss of time
and agreat ded of extratroubls and inconvenience. Itis
perfectly right and proper thet we should regulate most
carefully the deding in fireearms and ammunitions in
Hongkong, but to impose an dmost prohibitive licence
fee for that purpose is in my opinion unjug and
unnecessaxy.

The Hon. T. H. WHiTeHeab—The fee of $1,200 is
ridiculous, and it is questionable whether the deders
would make that amount of profit. | think the fees
mentioned by the honmember are very reasonable.

The AcTing CoLoNIAL SecreTARY— beg to Sate that
the fees the hon. member has proposed would not
anything like cover the cogt of weatching over thistrade
The trade is an extremdy large one, and if any honest
man knowanything about it, he can tedtify thet it isaso
to avery large extent an illicit trade. This Government
has not only to protect its own trade but it has
internationa obligationsto carry out. The hon. member
will remember thgt there has been a date of wer in a
neighbourina colony for avery long time, and we know
perfectly well where the armsto carry on thet war came
from, and he may have know of some of the trouble the
officids of this port have been put to. | sy, gr, the
legitimate trade in armsis o large that it can well afford
to pay this fee If there are deders who live on illicit
trade in arms who cannot pay this fee, then it will be a
very good thing for this colony if they cesseto exig.

The Hon. Dr. HoKa—Do you say thet the trade in
amsisillict?



The Acting CoLoNIAL SecreTARY—YES it isto avery
large extert.

The Hon. Dr. Ho Ka—We must nat kill legitimate
trade by imposing a hardship upon those dedlers who
aretrying to carry on ther busnessin aproper way, and
they cannot possbly in a legitimate way make any
subgtantid profit if they have to pay such a heavy
licensefee

The Acting CoLoniaL Secrerary— would like to
ask the hon. member if he has any idea as to what
revenue the Macao Government obtains from those
dedinginarms?

The Hon. T. H. WHmeHeaD — The Macao
Government farm out this business and collect a
revenue in a mog objectionable and in a mog
antiquated manner. The sygem of farming has been
condemned and is not to be tolerated in England. The
trade in amsin England is as free as any cther trade. |
repest that this Colony should not restrict the freedom of
this trade. Opium should be as free asams and one as
freeastheother.

The Acring CoLoniaL SecreTary—There is nothing
in this Ordinance thet throws any obgtaclein the way of
legitimete trade. | have seen severd Chinee dedersin
amsin the presence of my hon. friend on the I€ft (Dr.
Ho Kai), and have questioned them as to whether they
could point out anything in this Ordinance that would
stop legitimate trade and they could not do so. They
gpoke of inconveniences, but, if | may be dlowed to
point out, these inconveniences (I refer to export and
remova permits) have existed and have actudly been
usad and put in force, but the trade goes dong judt the
same. Thistrade paysthe Macao Government no lessa
sum than $40,500 annudly and the Macao Government
congders the trade in ams. gunpowder and sdtpetre a
fit subject for taxation. The hon. member saysthat, if we
tax the trade here, it will go to Maceo. | say it will not,
firgly because the tax there is a0 heavy. Secondly,
because it would not pay large dedlers for the sake of
saving $100 a mortth for a license to sat a branch a
Macao. Thirdly, the Chinese dedlerswould not go there
because they would find the trade is dreedy farmed and
find it dso blocked by some monopoly. Findly, | would
like to ask the hon. member, who knows Macao very
wdl, how far he could go out of Macao without being
everhauled by the Chinee Cugoms Officids and
which does he think the eeder place to cary on
smuggling from, Macao or Hongkong?

TheHon T. H. WHiTEHEAD—May | ask whether you
have any idea of the cogt to the Government of
regulating and looking after this trade in arms? What
feesare required to cover the cogt to the Government?Is
$1,200 not aridiculousfee?

The Hon. C. P Crarer— Perhgps the Acting
Colonid Secretary can tel us how many licenses there
areinforceto-day?

The Acting CoLoNIAL SECRETARY—FOrty.
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His ExceLLency the Governor then put the proposal
of the hon. member in the form of an amendment—that
$1,200 per annum payable in advance as a fee payable
for alicense by an Importer should be atered to $250.
The decidon was againg the amendment and the Hon.
Dr. HoKai asked for adivison. The Hons Dr. HoKal,
T. H. WHmereap and Wa A Yuk voted for the
arendment and the other members agang, the
amendment being logt.

The Hon. Dr. Ho Kai, therefore, did not press his
second amendment.

The Hon. T. H. WHITEHEAD—] have to express my
congratulaionsto the Hon. the Attorney-Generd for the
amended bill he has now brought before the Coundil.
Unfortunately | arrived too late to presat catan
amendments to section 3 but | would like, if possible
Your Excdlency, to have them conddered. | might give
them to the Attorney-Generd for his consideration, but
time did not permit of their being prepared as the
amended bill had only been in their hands for two days
It was agrest improverment on the crude measure which
fira came before the Council, and which not only
interfered with the freedom of the port but interfered
with theliberty of the subject.

His ExceLLENcy said no one better than himsdf was
able to redise how much the hon. member could do in
two days 0 devoting himsdf to the Bill (laughter), but
he was anxious to push the Ordinance forward without
futher dday. After futher conversaion the
amendments of the hon. member were dedlt with.

The Council then resumed.
APETITION AGAINST THE RISE OF FRICES
IN FOOD STURFS

TheHon. T. H, WHiTeneab—Sir, may | be permitted,
though not quitein order at this period of themesting, to
present a petition to the Coundil. It is Sgned by 152
ladies of Hongkong, and dedlswith therise in the price
of food guffs, and they have my very hearty sympeathy
with their petition. | dso give notice that a the next
medting of the Coundil give | shdl move the following
resolution—

"That a Committee be appointed to enquire into the
continuous rise in the market price of life such as mest,
fish, and garden produce and to report.”

The Petition handed in was asfollows—

THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL OF HONGKONG.

Thehumble Petition of the Undersigned sheweth—

1,—That they desire most earnestly to call the
attention of your Honourable Council to the continuous
risein the market prices of dmogt dl the necessaries of
life, meat, fish, and garden produce. Hardly amonth
passes without an intimation being received from the
Compradores, that from the beginning of thefollowing
month some increase in the cost of one



aticleor another isto teke effect. Beef isnow 15and 24
centsa 1b. as compared with 12 and 18 cents two years
ago. Mutton is 24 cents a 1b. as compared with 18 cents
a the same period. Suet isnow 18 centsa 1b. againg 10
cents Fsh has risen from 16 cents to 18 and 20 cents
per 1b. inthesametime.

2—That acartanincressein price as compared with
prices afew years ago was unavoidable. but the process
is a continuous one, and many of the more recent
augmentations have been of such a character and mede
under such circumgtances asto induce usto believe that
they have been the resuit of combinations among the
Compradores

3—Tha inview of this goparently mischievous and
causaessincreasein the cost of living in the Colony, we
most urgently request that ingructions be given to
inditute acloseinquiry into the causes of thisriseand to
devie meens for putting a dop to awy illegd
combinations between the sdesmen. We would dso
mog repectfully suggest an inquiry into the incidence
and operation of the licence fees, &c, now imposed
upon boats, markets, &c., &c., with a view to ther
reduction to such figures as will smply cover the
necessaty cost to Government of supervisng the public
marketsand regigering the junks and men.

Your Peitioners therefore humbly pray that your
Honourable Council take the necessary deps to meat
their prayer, and your Petitioners will as in duty bound
ever pray.

(152 Ladies sgnatures))

THE SALARIES OF SUBORDINATE OFFICIALS.

His ExcaLLency the Governor—There is a matter
that will come before you in the Finance Committee to-
day. When the question of in creased sdlaries of certan
officids was conddered the Unofficid Members
requested me to communicate to the Secretary of State,
with aview to recelve authority to gppoint aCommittee,
to look into the question of the sdlaries of those not
conddered before The Secrdtary of Sate, on the
assumption thet this referred to the sdaries only of
subordinate officers, has approved of the gppointment
of such Committee, and | have nominated this
Committee to report on the question of sdaries of
subordinete officers not before congdered. You will see
the matter has aready come before the Committee, and
certain heads of departments and certain Chinee have
been conddered. Messs. R. M. Gray, D. Gilliesand R.
Shewan have been nominated as a Committeg, and |
am surether gppointment will give satisfaction.

The meeting then concluded.

FINANCE COMMITTEE.

A mesting of the Finance Committee was then held,
theHon. F H. May, CM.G.,, presiding.

The firg item was Finance Minute No 9, in which
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the Governor recommended the Council to vote the
sum of $26,189 to defray during the current year the
increase in sdaies of Government Officias sanctioned
in the Secretary of State's despatch No. 280, of the 8th
Dec., 1899.

The Hon. T. H. WHiTEHEAD Said he would be glad if
the Chairman would read the tdegram sent to the
Secretary of State in connection with thisvote

The CHairvan reed it asfollows—"At the request of
the Unofficid Members of Council votes of sdaries
postponed it was unanimoudy agree to request a
Committee to investigate dl other applications for
increase and to report thereon for your consideration.”

The Hon. T. H. WHiteHeab—AnNd the Secretary of

Saesreply?

The CHairvan— do not think | am at liberty to reed
the reply from the Secretary of State. The result of the
communication to the Secretary of Sate is tha a
Committee has been authorised to be gppointed to
investigate the sdaries of subordinate officids.

The Hon T. H. WHITEHEAD—May | ask wha
"subordinate officids’ means?

The CHairvan—"Subordinate officids' | take mean
in the firg place officers who have not been dedlt with
in the Secretary of State's despatch, No. 280. All those
officers are diminaed from the inquiry, their case
having been aready dedlt with.

The Hon. T. H. WHiteneab—And some have not.
All the officers who have signed the memorid to the
Sacretary of State recently— are they excluded from
having their gpplications further consdered.

The CHairvAaN—NO.

The Hon. T. H. WHiTeHeEAD—! See there are one or
two heads of departments and others among those who
have sgned the petition, and if the Committee isto be
only dlowed to condder the goplications of the
aubordingte officers the others will be naurdly
excluded from the consderation of the Committee. We
asked thet dll gpplications should be congdered by the
Committee, and | wish to get & the point. We have
aked for a Committee to invedigate dl other
goplications for increeses in addition to those
goplications which have been granted. Will the
Committee have power to investigate and report upon
al gpplications? Because if not it may cause meto vote
otherwisethan | should.

The Crairvan— do not think you gppreciate what
you have got. You think you have got less than you
acked for. You asked for a Committee to enquireinto dl
other goplications If you had got that it would have
confined you to a very few cases, because a number of
officids made no gpplication. If you had got what you
asked it would have confined you to the condderation
of about 25 cases



The Hon. T. H. WHiITEHEAD—There are a number of
offidds who have mede applications, heads of
departments and others, arethey to berefused?

The Hon. C. P Crater— understand "subordinate
officads’ meansother than the heads of department?

The Crairman—ANd assstant headswho have been
dedt with.

The Hon. T. H. WHiTEHEAD—Thér cases having
been dedlt with, they are not to be re-opened?

The CHairvaN—The scope of the Committee is
limited to subordinate officers, and from its purview are
exduded those officers whose sdaries have been dedit
with by the Secretary of State dready. Thet takesin the
whole of the Chinese, because | am going to ask you to
vote a sum of $13000 today for the Chinese
employess of the Government blow a cartain dary,
and it practicdly takes away the whole of what you
might cdl the superior officas dedt within that
despatch No. 280. You will find thet with the exception
of some of the Public Works officers the officids
mentioned in the despach ae Heads and assigant
Heads of Departments.

The AtTorNEY-GEnErAL — Has there been any
application on behdf of thejudges?

The CHairman—No.

The Attorney-GeneraL—T heincreasein the cogt of
living hes effected them quite ass much asanyone dse.

The Crairman— think gentlemen in the podition of
judges are quite competert to fight heir own case and
makether own gpplications.
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The Hon. T. H. WHteHeaD —In this lig of
gpplications from the Hongkong Civil Service many of
the cases have been decided by the Secretary of State
and cannot be re-opened and cannot come before the
Committee. If that is 0 the Secretary of State hes not
given us what we asked for. Our object in asking for a
commision of enquiry was to inquire into dl
applications ather than thase which have been granted.

The CrairvaN—Y0U can enquiire into the cases of
those Sgnatories of the Petition whose sdlaries have not
been increased providing they are not superior officers
There are one or two who cannot be called subordinate
officers —Dr. Clark for ingance. You can hardly cdl
him a subordinate officer. His case is being sgparatdy
dedlt with.

The Hon. T. H. WHiTEHEAD—MY Object into this
metter issmply with aview to seethat justiceis doneto
the Civil Sarvice throughout. Thet is, the heads of
departments do not get increases while the subordinates
are denied any incresse. The reasons that gpply to the
heads of departments, such as incressed rents and
increasad cogt of living gpply ten times more in regard
to the subordinate officias.

The votewasthen passd.

The officid minute No. 13 was then conddered and
passed. The minute was as follows —"That the
Council do vote a sum of thirteen thousand dollars
($13,000) to cover the cost of increasss on sdlaries for
Chinexe employees of the Government, sanctioned by
the tdegram from the Secretary of State of the 24th
February, 1900."

This concluded the business.




