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30rtHNOVEMBER. 1899.

PresenT—

His Excaiency the Govervor (Sr Henry Blake,
GCM.G).

His Excalency Mgor-Generd Gascoiene CM.G.
(Commanding the Troops).

The Hon. J. H. Stewart LockHarr CM.G. (Colonid
Secretary).

Hon. H. E. PoLLock (Acting Attorney-Generd).

Hon. R. Murray Rumsey (Harbour Megter).

Hon. E H. Mar, CM.G. (Cgptain Superintendent of
Police).

Hon. A. M. THomson (Colonid Tressurer).
Hon. R. D. Orvisay (Director of Public Works).
Hon. C. P CHarer, CM.G.

Hon. Dr. HoKal.

Hon. E. R. BeLiLios, CM.G.

Hon. We A Yuk.

Mr. R. F Jornston (Acting Clerk of Coundils)
HANANCIAL.

The CoLoniaL Secrerary laid on the table Fnendd
Minute No. 26 and proposed tht it be refered to the
Finance Committee.

The CoLoniaL TrReasurer seconded and the motion was
caried.

The CoLoniaL SecreTary laid on the table report of the
Finance Committee (No. 10) and proposed its adoption.

The CoLoniaL Treasurer Seconded and the motion was
caried.

THEHON. T. H. WHITEHEAD SPROTEST—
THECONSTITUTION OF THE
SANITARY BOARD.

The Hon. T. H. WHimeneab—In pursuance of natice |
now lay on the table a Satement of my reasons for
dissating from the mgority of the Councl to the
Appropriation Bill, and beg to give natice thet at the next
mesting of the Councll | will ask the following questions
—"With reference to Government Natifications Nos. 653
and 654 of 25th ingt, will the Hon. the Colonid Secretary
inform the Coundil whether the Sanitary Board in future is
to be condiituted in accordance with The Public Hedth
Ordinance No. 24 of 1887, sections 4 and 5, and if the
nominated members are as formely to be unofficd
membersof the civil community?"

THE DANGEROUSGOODSORDINANCE

On the motion of the Acring ATTORNEY-GENERAL,
seconded by the CoLoniaL Secremary a Bill entited An
Ordinance to amend the Dangerous Goods Ordinance,
1873, wesread afird time,

LIQUORLICENSE ORDINANCE
Thenext item on the agendawas "Frgt reeding of aBill

entited An Ordinance to amend the Liquor Licensss
Ordinance, 1898."

The Acting ATTornEY-GeneraL—! beg to move that the
next item in the Orders of the Day be discharged, as |
underdand that there are some further amendments to be
propossd to the Liquor Licendng Ordinance, and
consequently | do not propose to procead with the firgt
reading to-day.

The CoLoniAL TrReasurer seconded and the motion was
carried.

THEARMSAMMUNITION BILL.

The Acting ATTorRNEY-GeneraL—1 beg to move the
second reeding of the Bill entitled An Ordinance to amend
and consolidate the law rdaing to the cariage and
possession of ams and ammunition. | will ask honourable
members to turn to the statement of objects and reasons
printed & theend of the Bill and which are asfollow:—

"The trade in ams and ammunition in this colony hes
incressed o much of late that it is thought dedrable thet it
should be subjected to drict supervision, and the recent
incresse of armed robberies and piracies in the adjacent
provinces of the Chinese Empire, to the detriment of our
trade, hes demondrated the necessty for such drict
upervison.

"The present Bill, therefore, whileit practicaly re-enects
many of the provisons of Ordinances 8 and 14 of 1895,
which it repeds, indudes certain entirdy new provisons
(marked new in the margin) which will now be briefly
discussed.

"This Bill amends the existing law by rendering the
possession of ammunition, as well as of ams without a
proper authority, illegd. (Seedause5.)

"By dause 4 of this Bill the issue of, and conditions to
be atached to, licences to cary ams are vesed in the
Captain Superintendent of Policeingteed of asheretoforein
the Governor. See too dause 11 of the Bill, which
subdtitutes the Captain Superintendent of Police for the
Regisrar Generd in the case of licencesto ded inamsand
which gives power to the Captain Superintendent of Police
(subject to an gpped to the Governor-in-Coundl) to refuse
to grant or to cancd alicence.

"It has been thought expedient to re-enact section 6 of
Ordinance 8 of 1895 in asomewhat modified form, so asto
make the question whether a licence or export permitis
required to depend not upon the residence of the purchaser
or the vaue of ams or ammunition sold, but upon the
guestion whether the ams or ammunition are sold for use
within the colony or for export from the colony.

"It has been found by experience that purchasers and
sdllers of arms do not always export those arms by the
vesH named in the export permit, but sometimes divert the
armsto other secret purposes, and it has, therefore, been
thought expedient to check this practice by thefollowing



new provisons—(1) By compdling a vendor of arms
or anmunition for the purposes of export to procure a
meate's recaipt for them. (Clause 7.) (2) By providing for
the regiration of places where arms or ammunition are
stored or to be stored. (Clause 11.) (3) By compdling
dedlers to kegp a sock book and a sdes book and by
empowering the Police to ingpect and compare these
books (Clauses 13, 14 and 15) (4) By rendering a
purchaser of ams or ammunition, who supplies fase
paticulars to a vendor, ligble to punishment. (Clause
17)

"The following very necessary new provisons are
dso induded in this Bill, namdy:—(1) The prohibition
of the movement of ams or ammunition within the
colony or the waters thereof (except for the purpose of
export under an export pemit) without a remova
permit. (Clause 8.) (2) The prohibition of the storing of
ams or ammunition except a the places registered for
that purpose. (Clause 12.) (3) The prohibition againgt
the importation of ams or ammunition except & the
port of Victoria (Clause 18.) (4) The labdling of arms
and ammunition. (Clause 19) (5) The power of the
Police to open boxes or packages (Clause 30) (6) An
extended power of forfeiting arms and amunition in
respect of which an offence has been committed.
(Clause 29.) and (7) Anentirely new power of forfating
ams and ammunition which are without any apparent
owner. (Clause 30.)

"Clause 11 of the Bill raisesthe annud licence fee of
dedes in ams to $1,200 per year indead of $10
(except inthe case of retall dedersfor sporting purposes
only, who are to pay the same licence fee as heretofore),
because it is thought that, in aregpongble busness like
this asubstantid licence fee ought to be paid.

"A very necessary proviso isintroduced to the effect
that arms or ammunition moved by land or weter in the
colony should be enclosed in secure boxes and labdled
(Clause19)

"It may be mentioned that pendties for breaches of
the law are in some ingances rendered more svare.
(Compare section 28 with section 2 of Ordinance 14 of
1895, and section 16 with section 12 and 13 of
Ordinance 8 of 1895.)

"In condlusion, it may be noted thet officars of a
foreign nation are regtricted, if they have no licence, to
the carriage of wegpons of ceremony worn as part of
their regular uniform, and that the privilege of carrying
ams without a licence has been taken away from
common jurors. A case occurred in which a common
juror abused thet privilege”

Continuing, the Acring Atrorvey-General Said—1
should like to add, g, with reference to the question of
common jurors, as | do not know whether the Bill is

34

auffidently understood by the public, thet it is dways
open for a common juror to goply to the Captain
Superintendent of Police, under dause 4 of thisBill, for
alicenseto carry or possess ams and ammunition, and
no doubt in any case where such an gpplicaion
gppeared to be reasonable the Captain Superintendent
would grant the person gpplying alicense to carry ams
and ammunition. and there is no fee payable a dl for
theissue of thelicense. | may mention, Sir, thet there are
no less than 711 common jurors on thejury lig in this
colony, and | think it seems rather curious that they
should have what | may cdl an absolute right to carry
armsand ammunition, and | understand that the Captain
Superintendent of Police is of opinion thet it is not
advisable that common jurors should have an absolute
right to carry arms and ammunition, though no doubt in
every case where it seems reasonable that the privilege
should be accorded to a common juror the Captain
Superintendent of Police will issue a license for that
purpose. While on this point | may say that dause 4 of
this Bill veststhe power to issue licencesin the Captain
Superintendent of Police, a power which has hitherto
been vested in the Governor. | do not know whether it
will be thought desirable to give any power to gpped
from the Cgptain Superintendent of Police to the
Governor in Coundil in respect of the exerdise of the
discretion mentioned in dause 4. Honourable members
will see from dause 11 that in the case of importers or
dedlers goplying for a licence it is provided that there
can be an goped from the decison of the Captain
Superintendent of Police to the Governor-in-Coundil. It
is a metter for the consderation of members whether
such a provision should be insarted in dlause 4 or not.
With these remarks | beg to move the second reading.

The CoLoniaL Secrerary Seconded.

Dr. Ho Ka—I move as an amendment that the
second reading of the Bill be postponed for afortnight
for thesereasons: Firdt, on theintroduction of the Bill a
petition was presented to your Excellency from the
Chinese dedersin armsin the colony in respect of this
Bill, and | understand that no reply has been givento
that petition. Secondly, although the Bill affects 13
Chinese dedersinarmsin this colony no trandation of
the Bill has been made. In the absence of an answer to
the petition, which was presented on the 8th of July lat,
the petitionersdid not know that the Bill was coming on
again, and it was only when, asthey aleged, they saw it
in the paper the day before yesterday that they were
made aware that the Bill was coming on again. Since
the Bill wasread afirst time at the last meeting of the
Council they have begun to make some enquiriesand
have had a meeting among themselvesto consider the
Bill. They cameto me only yesterday and showed mea
copy of their petition, and this morning | received a
letter sgned by ten of them detailing some objectionsto
the Bill, which objections of course | have not had time
to consider as yet.



Therefore | think thet as the Bill, from the statement of
the Attorney-Generd, contains a good many new
sections, and as the fee payable by importers or deders
has been raised from $10 to $1,200, | think that Chinese
deders should be given a little more time, so thet a
trandation of the Bill could be made and they could
condder it. For these reasons | ask that the second
reading should be postponed for afortnight.

The CoLonial Secrearv— thought your Excdllency
would have no objection to granting a postponement, o
that these Chinese ams deders might become better
acquainted with the Bill. The request ssemsto meto be
aressonableone.

His ExceLLency THE Governor—I have no objection
whatever, if the Council has no objection.

The CoLonaL TreasurerSUggeSted that the question of
a postponment could be suggested when the committee
Sage wasreached.

The Coonal Secrerarr—1 understand that the main
object isto get afortnight'sextratime.

His ExceLLency THE Governor—Can you tdl me
whether therewas any answer to the petition?

The Actinc Attorner-General—NO, g, but | think the
petition was laid upon the table by the honourable
member for the Chamber of Commerce. There was a
smilar provison in the Arms and Ammunition Bill
which has not been proceeded with to thet inthe Bill the
second reading of which | havejus moved.

The Coioval Secremary — | think that under the

drcumstances the postponement asked for is very
ressoneble

The Acmine Atrorer-Generat—There is only one
point in regard to a posponement. | do not know
whether the honourable member could be ready sooner
then afortnight. My time as Acting Attorney-Generd is
very short now. Sir John Carrington is expected back
early in January, and thereare the Crimind Sessonsand
Chrigmasand New Year intervening.

His ExceLLency THE GovErRNoR—SUppose we take
the second reading now. | am quite sure thet after what
the honourable member has said the Council would not
go into committee on the Bill a present, and if that
courseis followed | do not think there would be much
time log by gving the Chinee community an
opportunity of sating fully their idess. Of course if the
honourable member wishes to offer an objection to the
principle of the Bill it can only be done & the second
reading.

The Hon. T. H. Whmeneao—Kindly let me say a
word in support of what has fdlen from the senior
member for the Chinese as | have not had the
opportunity of consulting with those whom | represent
and who are in the trade. On a former occason when
the metter was before the Council it was referred to a
Commisson. That Commission took evidence which
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was printed and circulated but no report was st in.
Before the second reading of this Bill | should like to
have the opportunity of conaulting with those whom |
represent and who are in the trade on the matter, and |
would ask for amonth's adjournment.

His ExcaLency THE Governor—The Attorney-
Generd wantsto get the Bill through this yeer.

TheHon. T. H. Whmereao—May | ask if the colony
of Macao are going to follow asmilar courss?

HisExceLLency THE Governor— do not know at dl.

With the permission of the Council, we will postpone
theBill.

The second reading was accordingly postponed for a

fortnight.
THENEW TERRITORIESLAND COURT
ORDINANCE

The Acnne Atrorer-Generai—! beg to move the
second reading of the Bill entitied the New Teritories
Land Court Ordinance, 1899. Honoursble members
will see from the objects and reasons attached to the Bill
thet:—

"ThisBill isframed to acondderable extent upon the
lines of the Squatters Ordinance, (Ordinance 27 of
1890), which has been found to work satisfactorily.

"The chief am of this Bill isto provide owners and
occupiers of land in the New Territories with a tribuna
to which they can gpped, without incurring the expense
of resorting to the Supreme Court, and to arange
amicably questions of digouted title and land and rent
digputesgenerdly.

"Itisproposad by thisBill to subgtitute a certificate of
title for a Crown lease, because it has been ascartained
thet the ordinary holding of land in the New Territories
is a tenancy in perpetuity, and this Government could
not, under the terms of the Convention with Ching,
grant aleasefor more than 99 yearsfrom the date of the
Convertion.

"Clause 15 of the Bill contains specid provisons for
the commutation of rent in produce into a payment of
rent in money, caculaed upon the fair price of such
produce Provison for such commutation appearsto be
necessry in order to avoid friction between landlord
and tenant and to induce the tenant to cultivate the land
to the best advantage.

"Clause 16 of the Bill provides for the redemption of
rent in produce, when such rent is payable in perpetuity,
by the payment of acgpita sum of money.

"Clause 17 provides thet, in any agreement made on
and after the 31 day of January, 1900 (whichisthefirst
day of the next Chinese year), no rent in produce shall
be reserved.

"Theobject of dause 18 isto settle disputesin cases
(interalia) where a man, who is adjudged



to have no proper title, has been occupying and
improving land and where he gppearsto be eguitebly
entitled to continue to occupy such land upon his
paying such arent asis far and reasonable, having
regard to such improvements™

The CoLoniaL SecretarRy ssconded, and the
motion wascaried.

THEMERCHANT SHIPANGLAWS

The Coundl went into Committee on the Bill
entitled an Ordinance to consolidate and amend the
Law rdaing to Merchant Shipping, the duties of the
Harbour Magter, the control and management of the
waters of the colony, and the regulation of vessls
navigating thesame.

The Acting ATTorNEY-GENERAL—] would like to
draw attention to clause 41 of the Standing Orders,
which says—"When a Bill shdl have been referred
to, and reported on by, one of the Standing
Committees gppointed under Rule 48, and it shdl be
catified by the Charmen of such Sanding
Committee thet such Bill has been consdered dause
by dausein the presence of dl the Members of such
Standing Commiittee at leat, and that, in the opinion
of the Committee, such Bill may be dedlt with by the
Coundil in the same manner asa Bill reported on by
aCommittee of the whole Coundil, such Bill may be
dedt with accordingly if no Member object, but if
any Member object the Bill shdll be dedt withinthe
same manner as a Bill reported on by a Spedid
Committee"" This Bill, gr, has been consdered by
the Standing Law Committee, which hasheld noless
than eight Sttings to congder it. It has been reported
by me as chairmen of the Standing Law Committee
that & such medtings the Bill was consdered dause
by dause in the presence of dl the members of such
Standing Law Committee, and thet in the opinion of
such Standing Law Committee such Bill may be
dedt with by the Coundil in the same manner as a
Bill reported on by a committee of the whole
Coundil. Therefore, unless any honourable member
has any objection, | would propose that the Bill be
dedt with as aBill reported on by acommittee of the
whole Coundll, and | move that the amendments

suggested by the committee be adopted.
The CoLoNIAL SECRETARY Seconded.

The Hon. T. H. WHITEHEAD—May | aK if the
suggestions from the Chamber of Commerce have
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been embodied?

The AcTING ATTORNEY-GENERAL—S0me of them
have been embodied but not dl. | can asure the
honourable member that al the suggestions of the
Chamber of Commerce were vey caefully
cond dered indead.

Themotionwascaried.

The margind notes were then read and the Bill
pased through the committee stage without
commen.

The Council then resumed.

The Coundl adjourned until Thursdlay next.

FINANCE COMMITTEE.

A mesting of the Finance Committee was held
immediatdy after the Council mesting, the Colonid

Secretary presding.

The CHairman— have only onefinancid minute
to bring before the Committee to-day, and thet isone
in which the Governor recommends the Council to
voteasum of four thousand dollarsin aid of the vote
"Maintenance of Buildings." With regard to this vote
the honourable the Director of Public Works reports
thet "extensve works of renewd a Government
House have rendered the increese necessary. The
total amount of the vote is $30,000, and of this
$10,609.90 has been spent on Government House. It
is obvious that a vote intended to cover the
maintenance of buildings numbering about 165in dl
could not bear =0 large a vote in respect of one
building. | estimate that afurther sum of $4,000 will
be required to defray the chargesincured in the vote,
and | therefore request that a supplementd vote for
that sum be obtained. | may add thet | expect there
will be a corresponding saving under miscdlaneous
works"

Thevotewasagreed to.

Thiswasdl thebusness



