(15)

171+ DECEMBER, 1900.

PrEseNT—

His Excaency the Governor (Sir HENRY BLAKE,
GCM.G).

Hon. J H. Srewarr LockHarr, CM.G. (Colonid
Secretary).

Hon. W. MaceH Goobman, Q.C. (Attorney-Generd).

Hon. A. M. THomson (Colonid Treesurer).

Hon. R. D. oruisay (Director of Public Works).

Hon. E H. May, CM.G. (Captain Superintendent of
Police).

Hon. BasL Tavior (Acting Harbour Magter).

Hon. C. P CHater, CM.G.

Hon. J. J. Keswick.

Hon. Dr. Ho Kl.

Hon. JoHN THURBURN.

Hon. Wa A Yuk.

Mr. C. CLevenm (Acting Clerk of Coundils).

FINANCIAL.
The CoLoniaL Secrerary laid on the table Financid
Minute No. 70 and moved that it be referred to the Finance
Committee

The CoLoniaL TrReasURER Seconded and the motion was
caried.

The CoLoniaL Secrerary laid on the table the report of
the Finance Committee (No. 19), and moved itsadoption.

The CoLoniaL TrReasURER Seconded and the motion was
carried.

THE REGULATION OF THE POLICE FORCE.

The Attorney -GeneraL moved the second reeding of
the Bill entitted An Ordinance to consolidate and amend
the Law for the establishment and regulaion of the Police
Force of the Colony. He said—The Law & present in force
is Ordinance No. 14 of 1887. That Ordinance has been
amended on two occasons—firdly, by Ordinance 20 of
1890, secondly, by Ordinance 22 of 1895—and further
amendments have become necessary, owing to the increase
in the force caused by the acquisition of the New Territory,
and by the fact that the present Ordinance makes no
provison for the gppointment of assstant superintendents.
The old Ordinance had a schedule to it, and this has been
found a very inconvenient manner of providing for the
establishment, because every time you dter the condtitution
of the force by adding officers or men, or dtering the
digtribution of the men, it necesstatesan Act of Parliament
and the pasing of a new schedule. Looking & the Straits
Sdtlements Ordinance, | find that, ingead of being
included in the schedule, the establishment of the force is
provided for by an enactment equivaent to section 3 of this
Ordinance, which provides for the condtitution of the force
and enacts that "the Governor may adso authorise the
engagement for the sarvice of the Police Department such
derks coxswans enginears, sokers, seamen, boamen,
and other employees as may, from time to time, be

provided for by the Governor and Legidative Council by
annud vote or otherwise"" The only redly new sectionsin
the Ordinance are sections 3 and 4, which take the place of
the old schedule | mentioned, and of sections 4 and 5 of
Ordinance 14 of 1887. In making the consolidation of the
Ordinances in force some of the language used in the Act
of 1887 has been found obsolete now. For ingance, we do
not spesk now of "Colonid Surgeon,” but say "Principd
Civil Medicd Officer," and such like dterdions
Subgartidly the Ordinance before you is just as the law
sands at the presant time, with the exceptions of sections 3
and 4. | beg to move the second reading.

The CoLoniAL Secremary seconded, and the motion was
carried.

The Coundil then went into committee and consdered
thebill dauseby dause.

On the Council resuming, no materid dteraions having
been madein the Bill in committeg, the Bill, on the mation
of the ATTornEY -GENeraL, seconded by the CoLoniaL
SecreTARY, Was read athird time and passed.

THE BANKRUPTCY ORDINANCE.

The ATTorNEY -GENEraL—T he next item in the Orders
of the day is "Second reeding of the Bill ettitted An
Ordinance to further amend the Bankruptcy Ordinance.
1891. He sad—This Bill was only published in the
Gazdte on Saturday lagt, and consequently it may be
advisable that the second reading should stand over until
the next mesting of the Council. Any of the public feding
intereted in the subjet and wishing to make
representations to the Colonid Secretary or mysdf will be
a liberty todo so.

The second reading was accordingly dlowed to sand
over.

NATURALISATION.

The Bill entitled an Ordinance for the Naturdisation of
Chan Ping Hung, dias Chan Shek Shan, was read a second
time, and dfter it had been conddered in committee it was
read athird time and passed.

THE ARMSAND AMMUNITION ORDINANCE.

The ATTorNEY -GENERAL proposed the second reading
of aBill entitled an Ordinance to amend the Arms and
Ammunition Ordinance, 1900. He said—ThisBill anends
the Ordinance which was passed by this Council not long
ago. That Ordinance was of someimportance and it was
sent home and | think there was a protest sent withit. In
reply the Secretary of Statein his despatch of the 28th June,
1900, gpproved of the Ordinance, but suggested two dight
amendments, and these two amendments appear
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in sections 3 and 4 of the Bill. Section 2 of the Bill explains
the meaning of the word "importer" as induding "every
person, whether a commisson agent or othewise, to
whom, or to whose order, ams or ammunition landed in
this Colony are condgned.” It was found that commission
agents were getting ams st into the colony on
commisson and they said they were not importers. Rather
then have any discusson about it it was thought better to
make the meaning more clear by legidation. It is perfectly
clear that a commission agent who imports goods into the
colony is an importer; heisaman who brings or causesto
be brought arms into the colony. As regards the third
section, that deds with a difficulty suggested in the
memorandum  submitted by the amsdedes They
seemed to say that if a coolie was carrying agun beonging
to his magter he might be held to beliable. | do not think |
should hold that if | were a Magidrate. | should say thet if
you are one of the exempted parties a codlie carrying your
gun for you would not be ligble to arrest. But rather then
have any difficulty the Secretary of State thought it better
thet it should be mede dear that such a person should not
be ligble. With regard to section 4, honourable members
will remember that by section 9 of the principa Ordinance
it is provided thet when arms and ammunition not covered
by a permit are found on a junk, everybody found on the
junk was held liable. This section has been amended by
adding, & the end thereof, the following proviso.—
"Provided that every person proceeded againg under this
section shall be a competent but not compdlable witness,
and that no person shdl be ligble to any punishment under
this section if it is proved to the stisfaction of the
Magigrate thet he was not the person in charge, but was on
board as aboné fide passenger or member of the crew and
was neither a paty to, nor aware of, the presence of any
such ams or anmunition on board." Section 5 dedswith a
technica quibble which was taken before the Magisrate
recently, making it incumbent upon the ams-deder to ask
the name and address of the purcheser. The amendment to
section 15 isnecessary because, without inspection of stock,
the accuracy or otherwise of the stock book cannot be
ascartained. The object of the subtitution of section 7 for
section 18 of the principd Ordinance is to endble the
Government to know what ams and ammunition are
imported into the colony. Section 8 of this Ordinance is
new and is intended to meet cases where ams, €c., are
shipped for some port beyond the colony but are landed
here because the ship does not go so far as to the port of
degtination. In the absence of abonded warehouse and of a
customs house in the colony the arms once landed are
under the contral of the person in whose custody they are,
and unless they are congtantly watched by the police, there
is no guarantee that they might not, in some ingtances,
eventudly find their way to some place other than the
origind port of degtination. Hence it is desirable that the
police should know where they are. Section 9 prevents the
goplication of sections 2 and 8 where the ams or
ammunition are consigned for the use of Her Mgesty's
Military or Navd Forces"

The CoLoniaL Secremary Seconded, and the motion was
carried.

The Bill was then conddered in committee dlause by
dause

On the Coundil resuming the Bill was read athird time
and passed.

PROPOSED REVISION OF THE STATUTE LAWS
OF THE COLONY.

The AttorNEY -GeNeraL proposed the second reeding
of an Ordinance to make provision for the Preparation and
Publication of a New and Revised Edition of the Statute
Laws of the Colony. He ssid—The "objects and reasons'
attached &t the foot of the Bill explain it as concisdy as
possble, and it will be sufficient if | reed them. They areas
folows— "The Concise Edition of the Laws of the
Colony isnow out of print, asad s are severd of the annud
collections of Ordinances enacted since 1890. It hes
therefore been thought advisable to make arrangements for
the preparation of a new and revised edition of the laws
and the Seaxetay of State has goproved of such
arrangements being meade. The Chief Jutice has offered to
prepae such an edition, without payment, and it is
proposed by this Bill that he should be appointed a
Commissoner for that purpose, with certain specified
powers. These powers are smilar to the powers which
were vested in him when he was preparing new and
revised editions of the laws of . Lucia and Tobago, and,
dthough fuller and more precise, they are not dissmilar to
the powers which were exercised, without legidaive
sanction, by the compiler of the Concise Edition.” | think
we are dl agreed thet the time has come when a new
edition of the laws is required. There have been many
amendments since Mr. Leach's book was brought out, and
0 many important Ordinances have been passad during
the ten past yearsthat thereis great need for anew edition.
The preparation of thet new edition will take up a good
dedl of time, but | think thereis no one better qudified than
the Chief Judtice, who has revised two sets of lawsin other
colonies to undertake thework. (Applause).

The CoLoniaL SecreTary, in saconding, said— beg to
endorsethe remarks of the Attorney-Generd with regard to
Sr John Carington. | think the colony is to be
congratulated on having obtained his sarvices for carrying
out thisimportant duty. (Hear, hear.)
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On the Council resuming the Bill was read athird time
and pasd.

ADJOURNMENT.
It was decided to adjourn Snedie.
THE CHRISTMASHOLIDAY S

His ExceLLency the Governor—Before we adjourn |
may mention that there is no further busness to come
before usthis year. A short time ago aproposal was sent in
from the various banks to the effect that as Tuesday and
Wednesday of next week would be public holidays it
would be advissble that | should declare Monday to be a
public holiday as wdl. Having regard to the fact that there
is a large amount of busness done here | thought it
advisable not to settle the matter before sending it to the
Chamber of Commerce for congderation. The Chamber of
Commerce have now added their recommendation to thet
of the managers of the various banks, and therefore | have
dedared Monday as well as Tuesday and Wednesday to be
a public holiday next week. Therefore nothing now
remains for me, gentlemen, but to wish you al a happy
Chrigmas and apleasant holiday. (Heer, hear).

MEETING OF THE FINANCE
COMMITTEE.

A meding of the Fnance Committee was hdd

immediately after the meeting of the Council, the Colonid
Secretary presiding.

The Crairvan said he had only one minute to bring
before the committee, and that was one in which the
Governor recommended the Council to vote a sum of
$6,954.40 to cover the cogt of the erection of a Signd
Sation a Green Idand. Thisexpenditure had been ineurred
in connection with the erection of a sgndling station a
Green Idand with a view to improving the sgndling of
vesds coming into the harbour from the south. As
members of the committee were aware it is often
impossible on account of fog to signd the gpproach of
vesds from the Pegk, and therefore they arrived in the
harbour before people had been natified of their approach.
This new sgndling station would obviate that difficulty.
No doubt they would dl agree tha this was a very
desirable improvement and that money expended in this
direction would be money wel spent. (Heer, hear) With
regard to thisvote, therewould be no further meeting of the
Coundil this year, and it was perhaps not regular for the
money to be expended before the vote had been confirmed
by the Council; but under the circumstances he thought he
might take it that the committee would not object as
members of the Council to the money being expended this
YR,

No objection was raised and the vote was passed.

Thiswasal thebusness




