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261H SEPFTEMBER, 1901.

PRESENT.—

His Excaency the Governor (Sir HENrRv BLAKE,
GCM.G).

Hon. Col. L. F BrowN, RE. (Commanding the
Troops).

Hon. J H. Srewarr LockHarr, CM.G. (Colonid
Secretary).

Hon. H. E. PoLLock, K.C. (Acting Attorney-Generd).

Hon. Commander R. M. Rumser, RN. (Harbour
Madter).

Hon. C. Ma. Mess=r (Acting Colonid Tresaurer).
Hon. W. Cratham (Acting Director of Public Works).
Hon. A. W. BrewiN (Registrar-Generd).

Hon. C. R CHater, CM.G.

Hon. T. H. WHITEHEAD.

Hon. J. THURBURN.

Hon. J. J BeLL IrviNG.

Hon. Dr. HoKal.

Hon. We A Yuk.

Mr. C. CLemenmi (Acting Clerk of Coundils).

NEW MEMBER.

Mr. A. W. BrewiN took the oath and his seat vice the
Hon. F H. May, CM.G,, onleave.

THEESTIMATES

H. E. the Governor saidi—

Hon. Gentlemen of the Legidative Council— As is
usud when laying the Edtimates before you, it iswel to
take some account of the incidents of the pest year
affecting the Colony, to consider our position generdly, and
to render to you as far as can be done in a short datement
an account of our gewardship. It is needless to say that the
sad event that touched dl our hearts mogt degply was the
desth of our great and dearly loved Queen, for whom dl
the world has mourned, and to whose memory a great
memorid, worthy | hope of the grestest among the gredt, is
projected in London. Towards the cost of that memorid dll
the Colonies are contributing. Our people of Hongkong
have with ther usud liberdity sub-scribed $77,860, to
which sum | propose that this Council shall add $50,000—
aproposd that | am certain will meet the approvd of every
member of the Coundil.

Thewar in South Africa, waged under circumstances of
exceptiond difficulty, and extending over an areanearly as
large as the whole of South Chinaeast of Yunnan, has cost
us many thousands of the flower of our people, who have
laid down their lives in the mogt sacred of dl duties—thet
of uphalding the honour of their country. But their secrifice
hes not been in vain, for the war, with dl its tedious and
trying incidents, hes shown tha the qudities of high
courage and patient determingation thet have built up our
Empire are as grong and dominant as & any period of our
higtory, and it has demondrated that the British Empire is
not, as some have thought, a conglomeration of loosdy
bound protected countries, of Colonies restless under a
centraisad Government, and of subject natiom yidding a
sullen submission; but that wherever our flag floats, when
the tocsin of war had sounded, the swords of free peoples
lesped from their scabbards and the British Empire stood
forth solid and compact with the fervour of patriotism
throbbing as grongly a the extremities as in the heart of

England.
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The srioustroublesin the North of China have ffected
this Colony less than might have been expected. These
troubles are yet too recent to endble us to form a far
edimate of their cause, and it may be that history will show
that there have been grave faults and migakes on both
Sdes, but happily in the South we have been gared the
horrors that have dduged some of the Northern provinces
with blood, and | am glad to say that the rdations of this
Colony with Canton have never been more cordid.

During the past yeer the amount of shipping entering
and dearing from the port was greater than a any period of
its higtory, and the returns show thet the financid posdtion
of the Colony is stifactory. A grave loca misfortune was
experienced on the 9th November, when the Colony was
vidted by atyphoon, the disastrous result of which must be
freshin your memory. In that terrible night 10 launchesand
over 1% junks were sunk in the harbour, and it is
cdculated that between Hongkong and Tai O over two
hundred lives were log. | wish to express here my
admiration of the reedy and abundant charity with which
the inhabitants of every nationdity rdlieved the didress of
thesufferers

| regret degply that, notwithstanding the precautions
takenintheearly part of thisyear, plaguere-gppeared inthe
soring in epidemic form and raged with greet violence
during the summer months. The Medica Officer of Hedlth
and the Sanitary gaff spared no exetions to check its
ravages, but s far | fear that we cannot daim to have
discovered ather the prevention or the cure. It is, however,
our plain duty to leave nothing untried thet science can
uggest to save the Colony from the recurring visitations of
this disease, and | have no doubt thet you will cheerfully
gat the necesay funds to cary out ay
recommendations that may be made after examination by
responsble experts | have gpproached the Secretary of
State for the Colonies on this subject, and have recaived an
intimetion thet Mr. Osbert Chadwick, an eminent Sanitary
Engineer, will come out a the end of the year to examine
and report upon the sanitary condition of the Colony. | have
no doubt that this will be agreegble to the people of
Hongkong, who are neturdly in a sate of great anxiety on
the subject of sanitation. It has aso been intimated to me
that amedica man with experience of the plague epidemic
dsawhere will be sent to conault with the Medica Officers
of the Colony. | hope mogt earnegtly that the resuilt of these
vidts may throw some light upon the causes of this annud
vidtation of plague and encble usto combat its atack with
a grester measure of success The tdegrams that have
pasd on this subject will be laid on the table to-day.
Outsde the plague mortdity, the degth-rate of the Colony
compares favourably with that of any Colony in the Eag,
or ay port in China During the continuance of the
epidemic the business of the port was serioudy interfered
with by the withdrawa from the Colony of many
thousands of Chinese who feared that in the event of their
contracting the disease they could nat, if they so desired,
return to their homes Representations were made on the
aubject by the Chamber of Commerce and by the

inhabitants generdly—representations to which | gave my
grongest support —but HisMgesty's Government did not
fed judified in assenting to any regulation under which
plague patients could return to their homes | hope
however, to be ale to come to an arangement with the
Viceroy of the two Kwangs thet will admit of the trandfer
under proper precautions of Chinese auffering from the
diseasewho may desire to proceed to Canton for tregtmert,
and thus reieve the anxiety that impdled so many of the
Chinese to abandon for a time their occupations in this
Colony.

Next to plague our most dangerous diseese is mdarid
fever, which observation proves to be the result of
inoculation by the anopheles mosito. | have determined
to enter upon the heavy task of training the nullahs flowing
into the City of Victoria, and there have been for severd
months about 200 coolies employed in cutting the bush
and filling the pools that harbour mosquitoesin the western
nullahs

The expensss of the New Territory are il very heavy,
and s far the revenue has not nearly come up to the
egimate. The reason of thisisthat the land revenue cannot
be stidactorily collected urtil the cadedtrd survey hes
been made and the lands demarcated. The difficulty will
then disgopear. The expenditure has been for the
condruction of the Tapo Road now agpproaching
completion to Tapo Hu, for police daions, for police
launches to patral the two hundred miles of coadt, for the
survey, and for the Land Court, in whose hands the
settlement of land daims is placed. These expenses could
not have been avoided, and when the country begins to

develop the expenseswill beamply repaid.

The present financid pogtion of the Colony is
satifactory. On the 31¢ December, 1900, the assets of the
Colony showed abdance over lidhilities of $1,100,785.69,
which does not indude the vaue of dlver a the Mirt,
amounting to $40,415.82. Thisbdanceit isanticipated will
be dill further increased by $358,295.94, the edtimated
baance of revenue over expenditure in 1901, which will
thusincresse the assetsto $1,499,497.45.

The loan account of £341,799.15.1, to be pad off in
1943, had £16,485.13.2 to the credit of the Sinking Fund

The revenue for 1900 was $4,202,587.40, and the
expenditure was $3,628,447.13. Taking the revenue of five
years ago at $2,609,878,94 and the expenditure exclusve
o f t h e i nt er e st
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and Snking Fund of the Loan a =2248.Z00100 these
figures show that in five years the revenue hasincressed by
61 per cent. and the expenditure by 565/8 per cert.

Turning to the Edtimates now placed before you, it will
be seen that the estimated revenue amounts to $4,605,965,
and the edimated expenditure, induding Public Works
Extraordinary, to $4,560505.26. The memorandum
accompanying the Edimatesfor 1902 explainsin detail the
reasons for the anticipated increases and decreasss in the
various items of Revenue. 1/111/2 has been taken as the
rate of exchangefor gerling payments

The Land Revenue of the New Territory is estimated &
$30,000. It is expected thet this sum will beredised, but, as
| have dready explained, the true revenue of that portion of
the Colony cannot be hoped for until the survey has been
completed and the land daims decided. Asto the details of
expenditure, every department shows an increase on its
esablishment. This is due to the increese in the pay of
subordinate officers of the Service as recommended by the
Committee gppointed lagt year, and to additions to the Saff
of cetan depatments. There ssems to be a generd
impresson that certain departments—the Public Works,
the Pogt Office, the Medical Department, and the Sanitary
Department—are being unduly curtailed as regards funds
or personnd, or both. It may therefore be interesting to
contragt the annud expenditure on these departments in
1896, in 1900, and in present Estimates.

Public
Works
1896...... $85,694.10 $188,201.17 $109,763.19 $94,818.45
1900...... 123,306.00 269,480.00 130,134.00 152,993.00
1901.....138,701..00 285294.00 146,666.00 190,083.00

Pogt Office Medicd.  Sanitary.

As regards the Public Works Department, the Acting
Director of Public Works reports that the staff is not
aufficiently strong to carry out the various works and duties
entrugted to it. Provison hes therefore been made in the
Edimatesfor two additional engineers. It ismy intertion to
gppoint aCommission to report upon the gaff and working
of the Public Works Depatment, which is the chief

pending department of the Colony.

With respect to the Post Office, every effort is beng
made to render that indtitution worthy of the Colony. It
must be evident that here there are exceptiond difficulties
to contend againg, but it is hoped that the comparaivey
few complaints received of late may be an indication that
metters are working more smoothly. The Postmeder-
Generd, Commander Hagings has judt returned from
leave, during which time he has devoted himsdlf to inquiry
into the working of the department in England, and he will,
| am certain, be ably seconded by Mr. Lewis, who has
discharged the duties of Acting Posmester-Generd very
satisfactorily during the absence of Commander Hagtings

| have d= conddered the date of the Medicd
Department, and have decided to increase the 3aff & once

by meking provision in the Edimates for two Assgant
Surgeons, one of whom will be employed as Second
Hedth Officer of the Port in accordance with the
recommendation of the Chamber of Commerce. Should it
be found thet any further addition to the Sanitary eff is
necessary, | shdl goped to you with confidence for the
necessary funds. Apart from the g, it is not improbable
thet very large sums will have to be expended in the near
future in the Sanitary improvement of the City—sums that
will absorb our baance and probably involve increesed
taxation. Happily the taxation of the Colony is
comparaively light, and in amatter of such moment | fed
thet | can depend upon you to supply the necessary funds
The edimate for Public Works Extraordinary amounts to
the large sum of $802,316.68; of this sum $146,000 is for
waterworks and $82,000 for extenson of markets, while
$79,000 isfor theimproved accommodation for the Police,
which will tend to improve the comfort and efficiency of
the Force.

BILLS.
Thefollowing Billswill be submitted to you—

A Bill etited An Ordinance to goply a sum not
exceading three million seven hundred and thirty-nine
thousand three hundred and twelve dollars and twenty-x
centsto the Public Service of the year 1902.

A Bill etitted An Ordinance to anend An Ordinance
erttitled the Weights and Measures Ordinance, 1885 (No. 8

of 1885).

A Bill etitled An Ordinance to amend the New
Territories Land Court Ordinance, 1900 (No. 18 of 1900).

A Bill entitted An Ordinance to amend the Public
Hedlth Ordinance, 1901 (No. 13 of 1901).

A Bill entitled An Ordinance rdating to Copyright in
Works of the Fine Arts, and for repressng the commission
of fraud in the production and sale of suchworks

A Bill entitted An Ordinance to amend Ordinance 15 of
1887, and to remove any doubts as to the vdidity of any
meattersdone under it.

From my experience | know that these and dl other
measures laid before you will receive conscientious and
careful condderation.

PAPERS

The CoLoniAL SecreTARY laid on the table areport by
the Medica Officer of Health on the epidemic of bubonic
fever (plague) during the half-year ending 30th June, 1901,
and areport asto the professond supervison of building
works, which was discussed at a meeting held on the 5th
inst. of civil engineers, architects, and surveyors
representing the
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firms in the Colony which have been in practice for the
longest period. The following papers were dso lad on the
table —Fnancid Statement for 1900; Report by the
Regidrar-Generd on the Census of the Colony for 1901;
and Teegrams regarding the Appointment of Sanitary
Experts.

FINANCIAL.

On the mation of the CoLoniAL SecreTary, seconded by
the Acting CoLoniaL TReEasURER, Financid Minutes Nos.
57 to 59 were referred to the Finance Committee.

On the mation of the CoLoniAL SecreTary, seconded by
the Acting CoLoniAL TREASURER, the report of the Finance
Committee (No. 9) was adopted.

QUEEN VICTORIA MEMORIAL FUND.

CoLoniAaL Secremary—8ir, | beg to move that this
Coundil vote a sum of $50,000 in ad of the memorid to
Her late Mgesty Queen Victoria No words of mine are
necessay to commend this vote to hon. members,
Hongkong was founded and flourished during the glorious
reign of the late Queen, and it is therefore only naturd, g,
that this Colony should desire to contribute towards a
memorid intended to perpetuate the memory of one of the
grestest Queens in British higtory, Victoria the Grest and
Good. (Applause)

Hon. C. P Crarer—Your Excdlency, | have much
pleasure in seconding the resolution just proposad, thet the
Colony should contribute out of its revenue the sum of
$50,000 toward the erection of the proposed memorid in
London to the late Queen Victoria | do s0 with the more
sadaction because | was unfortunatdy prevented by
indigpodtion from being present a the meeting held here
on the 14th ult., and seconding the resolution in reference
to the garting of the public subscription, which | amglad to
see has reached such acreditable sum. As has dready been
remarked, it is mogt fitting that Hongkong, the first Colony
acquired during the long and glorious reign of Queen
Victoria of illustrious memory, should be worthily
represented in any memorid of that reign. This dity, if |
migake not, was the fird to be named dter Her lae
Maesty, and it is right thet it should regpond most liberdly
to the invitation extended to it. We have prospered much
and grown into commercid grestness during the sixty odd
years of Queen Victorias beneficent rule, and | am surewe
are only too happy to be permitted the opportunity of
giving some, if inedequate, expresson to that feding of
gratitude and veneration for a great and good Sovereign
which is now afforded to us | trud, g, that the monument
about to be erected will in every way beworthy of the late
Queen. | see that it has been placed in good hands. The
ubject, however, is one of unusud difficulty, but we hope
that the sculptors and designers will rise to the unique
occason and create a marve of beauty that shal impress
coming generations and show them how this great Empire
loved and honoured awise ruler and noble Queen.

Thevotewas unanimoudy agreed to.

REPORT OF PUBLICWORKS COMMITTEE.

CoLoNIAL SecreTarv—] beg to lay upon the table the
Report of the Public Works Committee (No. 5). With
reference to the matters dedlt with in that Report and in the
communication from the civil engineers and architects,
which | have dready laid on thetable, | have to inform the
Council that they are under the condderation of the
Government, and it is the intention of the Government to
introduce shortly legidation deding with those matters.

NEW SANITARY BYE-LAWS

The Acting Director OF PusLic Works —Sir, | beg to
move that the additiond bye-laws for the prevention of
epidemic, endemic, or contagious diseese, made by the
Sanitary Board under Section 13 of the Public Hedth
Ordinance, No. 13 of 1901, be gpproved. These byelaws,
as will be remembered by hon. members, were before the
Coundll & lag meding, and, as | then explaned, the
necessity for them arisesin greet measure fromthe practice
that exigs of dumping dead bodies in the dreets, which
renders it impossible for the Board & present to carry out
the process of disnfection in the case of a house where
such cases have occurred These byelaws will enable the
Board to carry out agenerd disinfection. Thereisat present
no means of knowing the houses where the bodies come
from, and the resuilt isthat these houses escgpe disinfection.
With generd disinfection thet difficulty will be overcome,
and it should tend to enable us to be in a more fit date to
meat another epidemic of plague. | beg to move thet the
bye-laws be gpproved.

The AcTinG ATTORNEY-GENERAL Seconded.

CoLoNIAL  SecreTaRY —It may tend to shorten any
discussion that may arise with regard to these bye-lawsif |
inform hon. members, on behdf of the Government, that
the quedtion of compensation which arose a last mesting
of Council has been very carefully conddered, but it has
been found impossble to fix any hard and fast rule. With
regard to the amount of compensation to be granted, it has
been decided by the Government that each dam for
compensation asit arises shal be decided onits merits.

Hon. Dr. Ho Kai—Do | underdand thet the
Government, in the case of damage being doneto furniture,
will entertain any gpplication for compensation, and as
long asthe gpplication isfair and just compensation will be
pad?

CoLoNIAL SecreTaRY—In reply to the hon. member, |
may Satethat the Government is prepared to condder each
caxzonits merits, and if the case showsthat compensation
should be paid, such amount as is due will be paid.
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| trust thisexplanation will be consdered stifactory.
Themotion wasthen put to the Council and carried.

FURTHER ADDITIONAL BYE-LAWS.

The Acting Director OF PueLic Works moved that the
additiond byelaws for the disnfection of infected
premises made by the Sanitary Board under Section 13 of
the Public Hedlth Ordinance, No. 13 of 1901, be gpproved.
He ssid—No. 8 of the exiding bye-lawsis repeded and a
new dause subdtituted, with a trifling variation in the
wording, which, however, will have no serious effect on
the dause. It was consdered advissble by the Crown
Solicitor, in going into the matter, to make some dight
modification and, in one place where it states—"'If the
premises o visited or any part thereof shdl befound in a
dirty or insanitary condition, in the opinion of any such
officer, he shall report the same to the Medica Officer of
Hedlth or to any such other officer as may be gppointed for
that purpose by the Board with the gpprovd of the
Governor, who shdl inspect such premises, and if he
congders them or any part thereof to be in a dirty or
insanitary condiition he may forthwith teke stepsto havethe
sid premises thoroughly deansed and disnfected by
persons acting under his ingructions, and may, if he thinks
fit, have dl furniture and goods removed therefrom during
such deansing and disgnfection,” the words "if he thinks
fit" have been added to the dause. Byelaw No. 9isanew
byelaw, and its object isto prevent theremova of infected
atidesfrom one digtrict undergoing disinfection to another
didrict. It confers upon officers of the Sanitay Boad
power to prevent thet being done thus avoiding the
possihility of the spread of infection while the process of
disnfectionisgoing on.

The Acting ATTorRNEY-GENERAL Seconded the motion,
whichwascaried.

QUESTIONS.
Notice had previoudy been given of the following
questions—

1—COLLAPSED BUILDINGSIN THE COLONY.

Hon. T. H. WHiteneab—Will the Honourable the
Director of Public Works lay upon the Council table a
statement showing.—

(1) The number of buildings in the Colony
which have fdlen down, from 1 January, 1895,
to 16thingant (Augus);

(2) The names of the owners of the sad
buildings

(8) Thenumber of desths caused thereby;

(4) The number of Coroner's enquiries hed
in connection with such deeths,

(5) The number of prosecutions, if any,
indituted astheresult of the said enquiiries; and

(6) The causes 0 far as asoertained, which
have contributed to the tumbling down in each

caze, and, if the collgpse of any or dl of the
buildingsin question have resulted from defective
condruction, will the honourable member inform
the Coundil:

(1) What precautions, if any, have been
taken to prevent the erection of such buildings
inthefuture? and

(2) What precautions, if any, have been
taken to prevent arecurrence of alike caamity
atended with such heavy loss of life as that
which occurred in Cochrane Street on 14th
ingant in connection with buildings dreedy in
exigence?

The Acring Director OrF PusLic Works — beg to lay
upon the table a gatement which contains ansversto Nos
1to 6indusive of the hon. member's question. With regard
to Nos 1 and 2, which form the second portion of the
question, the maters therein refared to are under the
congderation of the Governmentt.

2—CORAL AND SHELL FISHERMEN.

Hon. T. H. WHiteneao—Will the Honourable the
Colonid Sexetay inform the Council of the
goproximate number of fishermen employed in
taking coral and shdll from the sesedjoining the New
Teritory, and the names of the places where and
about the extent of ground over which such fishing is
caried on?

CoLoniaL Secrerary—In reply to question No. 2, | beg
to lay on the table areport prepared by the Acting Captain
Superintendent of Police, which | trust the hon. member
will find containstheinformation for which he has asked.

The return showed that the totd number of men
employed is 1,952, distributed over the following locdlities:
—Tdin Wan—approximate area. 11/4 square miles; Ni Ku
Chau and Ping Chau—3 square miles; Degp Bay—4
square miles, Rocky Harbour, Port Shdlter, and Hebe
Haven— 7 square miles, Ping Chau (in Mirs Bay), Knob
Reef, Ha Reef (both in Tolo Channdl), and Certre Idand
(in Tolo Harbour)—approximate area not given. The
goproximate number of boats is 304 and of junks 90,
making atota of 394.

3—COCHRANE STREET COLLAPSE—
DEPOSTIONSAT FIRST ENQUIRY.

Hon. T. H. Whiteneao—Will the Honourable the
Attorney-Generd lay upon the table a copy of the
depostions taken by the Magidtrate a the enquiry, hdd a
the Magistracy on 30th August last under Ordinance No. 7
of 1889, into the desth of forty-three persons consaquent
upon the collgpse or tumbling down of housesNos 32 and
34, Cochrane Stredt, on the night of 14th idem, together
with acopy of the Magigrate's decison or finding thereon.

The Acting ATTornEY-GeneraL—] beg to lay upon the
tableacopy of the depostions
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PUBLIC SERVICE OF YEAR 1902

The Co.oniaL Secremary—I beg to move the firg
reading of aBill entitled An Ordinance to goply asum not
exceading Three million seven hundred and forty thousand
four hundred and one dallars and Sixty-one cents to the
Public Service of the year 1902. In connection with this
Ordinance, | beg to lay upon the table the papers which
usudly accompany the Supply Bill when it comes before
the Coundil for condderation. | would suggest thet hon.
members be afforded time to condgder this Bill, o that
when it comes up again they may be in a position to dedl
with it inathorough and satisfactory manner.

The Acting CoLoniAL Treasurer seconded, and the bill
wasread afirg time.

OTHER FHIRST READINGS.

On the mation of the Acting ATTornEY GENERAL,
seconded by the CoLoniaL SecreTary, the following Bills
werereed afirg time—

A Bill entitted An Ordinance to amend An Ordinance
entitled The Weights and Messures Ordinance, 1835 (No.
8of of 1885).

A Bill entitted An Ordinance to amend The New
Territories Land Court Ordinance 1900 (No. 18 of 900).

A Bill ertitted An Ordinance to amend the Public
Hedlth Ordinance, 1901 (No. 13 of 1901).

A Bill entitted An Ordinance rdaing to Copyright in
Works of the Fine Arts, and for repressng the commission
of fraud in the production and sdle of suchworks

TO AMEND AN ORDINANCE.

Hon. J. J. BeLL Irving moved the firg reeding of a Bill
entitted An Ordinance to amend Ordinance 15 of 1887,
and to remove any doubts asto the vdidity of any metters
done under it.

Hon. C. P CHater seconded, and the motion was
carried.

JURY CONSOLIDATION.

The Actine AttorneEY-General moved the second
reading of the Bill entitted An Ordinance to further amend
the Jury Consolidation Ordinance, 1887. He sad—The
reasons for this measure are fully sated in the objects and
reasons, which have been in the hands of hon. membersfor
vmetime.

The CoLoniAL SecreTary seconded, and the motion was
carried.

The Coundil then went into committee on the Bill, and,
there being no dterations, on the Council resuming the Bill
wasread athird time and passed.

TO AMEND PROBATESORDINANCE.

The Actine AttornEY-General moved the second
reading of the Bill entitted An Ordinance to amend The
Probates Ordinance, 1897 (No. 3 of 1897). He sdid—The
ressons for this messure are fully explained in the objects
and reesons attached to the Bill.

The CoLoniAL SecreTary seconded, and the motion was
carried.

The Coundil then went into committee on the Bill, and
on resuming, there being no dterations, the Bill wasread a
third time and passed.

THE MERCHANT SHIPPING CONSOLIDATION

ORDINANCE.

The Acting ATTorNEy GeneraL moved the second
reading of the Bill entitted An Ordinance to anend The
Merchant  Shipping Consolidation Ordinance, 1899
(Ordinance 36 of 1899). He said— think, sir, the reasons
for the various amendments to this Ordinance will be
found in the objects and reasons atached to the Bill. As
hon. members will have naticed, when the Council goes
into committee on this Bill | intend to move two
amendments, with reference to which amemorandum was
circulated to hon. members together with the orders of the
day. Of these two amendments, oneiswith regard to clause
2 of the Bill and the other with regard to section 8. | beg to
move the sacond reading of this Bill, and | shdl be very
plessed to answer any questionsin committee to the best of
my ahility. Perhaps | might mention with regard to this
memorandum, dedling with the amendment to dlause 8,
thet the dause which | propose to insart is founded upon
legidaion now in force in the Straits Settlements, and is
teken dmog verbatim from the section in the Strats
Ordinance.

The CoLoniAL Secremary seconded, and the motion was
carried.

The Acting ATToRNEY-GENERaL proposed and the
CoLoniaL Secrerary seconded that the Coundil go into
Committee on the Bill, but after discussion their motion
waswithdrawn, 0 asto afford the Chamber of Commerce,
in accordance with the suggestion of Hon. T. H.
WHITEHEAD, an opportunity of conddering the measure
beforeit finaly becomeslaw.

MANUFACTURE OF GUNPOWDER AND
FIREWORKS.

The AcTting ATToRNEY-GENERAL moved the second
reading of the Bill entitled An Ordinanceto amend thelaw
relaing to the manufacture of gunpowder and of fireworks,
and to regulate the sale and conveyance of gunpowder. He
said—As hon. members will see from the statement of
objectsand reasons, most of the provisons of thisBill are
adapted from those of the English Explosives Act, 1875. |
think, sr. thisBill providesavery necessary amendment in
the law of this Colony, because the present Gunpowder
Bill has been in force Snce 1848, and isavery primitive
Ordinance indeed, although in the early years of this
Colony it wasamply sufficient. | have gone very carefully
into this matter, and | have had the opinion of the Captain
S uperintendent
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of Pdlicg the Hon. F. H. May, upon the various points
involved. | have dso taken the opinion of the Government
Andys upon one or two points. | think, gr, this Bill will
effect a grest improvement in the law, and | beg to move
that it beread asecond time.

The CoLoniAL SecreTary seconded, and the motion was
carried.

The Coundil then went into Committee on the Bill, and
on resuming, there being no dterations, the Bill wasread a
third time and passed.

TOVALIDATE CROWN LEASES

The Acting ATTornEY-GEneraL moved the  third
reading of the Bill entitled an Ordinance to vaidate Crown
leases heretofore meade of foreshore and submerged lands
within the territorid waters of the Colony for redamation
and other purposes and to legdise and fadilitate the making
of such lesses heredfter.

The CoLoniAL SecreTARY seconded.

Hon. T. H. WHiteHeao—Sir, | beg to move as an
amendment that this Bill be read this day Sx months. | am
dtill of opinion that this enactment is a digtinct violation of
the expressed provisons of the agreement between the
Imperid Government of China and the Government of
Greet Britain with regard to the acquidtion of the New
Teritory. That being s, | wish to record my vote againgt
themessure.

The mation of the Acting Attorney-Generd was put to
the Council and carried, Mr. Whitehead being the only
dissentient.

STAMPSAND STAMPDUTY.

The Actine Attorney-General moved the  third

reading of the Bill entitted An Ordinance to amend and

consolidate the Lawsrdating to Stamps and Stamp Duty in
the Colony of Hongkong.

The CoLoniaL Secrerary seconded, and the Bill was
read athird timeand passed.

H. E. the Governor—The Council stands adjourned to
this day week. Hon. members will understand that the
Esimateswill not betaken this day week.

MEETING OF HNANCE
COMMITTEE.

A meding of the Fnance Committee was hdd
immediately after the Council, the CoLoNIAL SecrRETARY in
thechair.

In the firg minute the Governor recommended the
Coundil to vote a sum of $600 to cover the hdf sdlary of a
second assgant marine surveyor for six months from the
17th August, 1901, at $100 per month.

Thevotewasagreed to.

In the next minute the Governor recommended the
Council to vote asum of $500 in aid of the vote of $500 for
"Medidne supplied to the New Territory.”

CoLoniaL Secretary—A large quantity of quinine was
used in the New Territory, and if the experiments in this
lineareto continue it will be necessary to vote the money.

Thevotewasagreed to.

In the next minute the Governor recommended the
Council to vote a sum of $26,500 in ad of the following
votes—

PUBLICWORKS, ANNUALLY RECURRENT
EXPENDITURE.

1. Maintenance of Buildings..........ccoeevevvnererenn. $9,000.00
2. Micdlaneous SAVICES......c.veeeeeeneeesneeeenns 2,500.00
PUBLIC WORKS, EXTRAORDINARY.

3. Survey of New Territory 15,000.00

Thevotewasagreed to.
Thiswasadl thebusness.




