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171+ OCTOBER, 1901.

PrEseNT—

His ExceLLency the Governor (Sir HENRY A. BLAKE,
GCM.G).

Mgor-Generd  Sir
(Commanding the Troops).

Hon. J H. Srewarr LockHart, CM.G. (Colonid
Secretary).

Hon. H. E. PoLLock, K.C. (Acting Attorney-Generd).

Hon. Commander R. M. Rumser, RN. (Harbour
Madter).

Hon. C. Ma. Messer (Acting Colonid Tressurer).
Hon. W. Cratram (Acting Director of Public Works).
Hon. A. W. BrewiN (Registrar-Generd).

Hon. C. R Crater, CM.G.

Hon. T. H. WHITEHEAD.

W. Gascoens, K.CM.G.

Hon. J. THURBURN.

Hon. J. J BeLL IRviNG.

Hon. Dr. HoKal.

Hon. We A Yuk.

Mr. C. CLemenmi (Acting Clerk of Coundils).

COPIESOF TELEGRAMS.
The CoLoniAaL Secrerary laid on the table copies of a

telegram of condolence on the degth of H.1.M. the Empress
Frederick of Germany, and acknowledgment by H.I.M. the

German Emperor.
FINANCIAL.

The CoLoniaL Secremary lad on the table Financid
Minute No. 62, and moved that it be referred to the Finance
Committee.

The Acting CoLoniAL TReasURer Seconded, and the
motion wascaried.

The CoLoniaL SecreTary laid on the table the report of
the Finance Committee (No. 11), and moved its adoption.

The Acting CoLoniaL TReasURer Seconded, and the
motion wascaried.

SALARIES OF SUBORDINATE OFFICERS.

In connection with this Report the CoLoNIAL SEcRETARY
sad—This Report dedswith the Supply Bill, and the main
suggestions contained in the Report will be considered
when this Council goesinto Committee on the supply Bill
to-day. In addition to the matters dedlt with in that Report,
sir, a question was raised by the hon. member who
represents the Chamber of Commerce, in the Finance
Committee, and | promised him that | would enquireinto
the point raised by him and let him know the result of my
enquiries. The point raised by the hon. member wasin
connection with the salaries of subordinate officidsin the
Civil Service of the Colony, and he considered that a
digtinct promise or undertaking had been given that the
subordinate officials' salaries should be
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dedt with forthwith. | have very carefully gone over the
pages of the Hansard in which the question is discussed,
and | have failed to find anything in the nature of adidtinct
promise. | lay upon the table a memorandum | have
prepared, which contains whet | have been able to find in
the Hansard dedling with this subject. At the ssametime |
may mention thet al the pgpers on the subject of the
sdaiesof subordinate officids show very dearly the desire
of the Committee gopointed to enquire into that question,
that any increase that might be recommended should take
place without any unnecessary delay, and this opinion was
shared by your Excdlency, because, in your despatch to the
Secretary of Sate for the Colonies, you recommended that
the increase should take place from the 1 of January this
year, but the Secretary of State did not see his way to
goprove of that. Now | think, sr, that the Supply Bill
reveds a very satifactory dae of affars so far as the
financia pogtion of this Colony is concerned, and | desire
to express the hope, which | am sure is shared by every
other member of Coundil, that your Excelency will see
your way to make further representations on this subject to
the Secretary of State, egpecialy as anumber of the heeds
and asidant heads were granted incresses while the
sdaies of subordinates were being enquired into by the
Committee. The Chinese employees dso had received an
increese. In view of these dircumdances | trud, as | have
sad, tha your Excdlency will see your way to meke
further representetions in the metter to the Secretary of
Satesfor the Colonies (Applause)

Hon. T. H. WHiTeHeab—Since lagt meeting of Council |
have gone carefully over the Hansard, and looked up dl
that took place when the question was before the Council
in March-April, 1900. Since then, too, | have consulted the
Senior Unofficdd Member and one or two others, and |
have every reason to bdieve the Unofficid Members are
unanimousin favour of your Excdlency again urging upon
the Secretary of State for the Colonies the expediency,
upon public grounds—for the benefit of the public and of
the public service—that the increese in the sdaies of
subordinete officers should come into force as from the 1t
of January this year. The greet increesein the cogt of living
and the immense rise in the price of the necessaries of life
mug have been fdt more severdly by subordinate officids
then by those drawing higher sdlaries | heatily concur
with the Hon. the Colonid Secretary, who has just spoken
of the degrahility of urging, with dl your Excdlency's
force, upon the Secretary of State the necessity of granting
theincrease from the 1< of January thisyesr.

H.E. the Governor—S0 far as | am concerned, as the
Council will see, when | sent forward the recommendation
of the Committee, | heartily endorsed that recommendation
mysdf. But | can quite well undersand the answer from
the Secretary of State; the Imperid Government possibly
wished to see in what condition the finances of the Colony
would be found when the Edimaes were prepared.
However, if itisdesired thet | should again bring the matter
before the Secretary of State for the Colonies, | shdl do so
with the grestest pleasure. | will ask the Senior Unofficid

Member if dl the Unofficid Members are agreed that the
increase should be from the 1t of January thisyear.

Hon. C. P CHater—Sir, | may dtate that the Unofficiad
Members are unanimoudy of opinion that the increase
should take place from the 1t of January this yesr, instead
of January, 1902.

H.E. the Governor—Vay wdl, | shdl take geps
accordingly. (Applause)

REVISION OF STATUTE LAW.

The Acting ATToRNEY -GENERAL moved the second
reading of a Bill entitled An Ordinance for promoting the
Revidon of the Saute Law by repeding Enactments
which have become unnecesssy and by making
Amendmentsin various Ordinances.

The CoLoniaL Secremary Seconded, and the motion was
caried.

The Coundil theresfter went into committee on the Bill,
and conddered it dlause by dlause.

On the Coundl resuming, there having been severd
dterations, thethird reading of the Bill was not moved.

THE LAW RELATING TOBUILDINGS.
The Acting ATToRNEY -GENERAL moved the second
reading of a Bill entitted An Ordinance to further amend
the Law rdating to Buildings.

The CoLoniaL Secremary Seconded, and the motion was
carried.

The Council theresfter went into committee on the Bill,
and conddered it clause by dlause.

The Hon. T. H. WHiteHeaD sad that he had not moved
any amendments as he presumed that more thorough
legidation would a once follow on the receipt of the report
of the Sanitary expert shortly to arivehere.

On the Coundl resuming, there having been severd
dterations, thethird reading of the Bill wasnot moved.

MERCHANT SHIPPING CONSOLIDATION
ORDINANCE.

The Acting ATttorney -General moved thet the
Council go into committee on the Bill entited An
Ordinance to amend The Merchat Shipping
Consolidation Ordinance, 1899 (Ordinance 36 of 1899).

The CoLoniAL Secremary seconded, and the motion was
caried.

TheHon. T. H. WHiTeneap moved that paragraph 16 of
the Quarantine Regulations should be dtered to the effect
that owners of steamers should not be made
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responsible for expensesincurred through the remova and
trestment ashore of passengers who might have been taken
ill onboard their ships.

Hon. J. J. BeLL |rvING Seconded.

On adivison Mr. WHITEHEAD's motion was logt by nine
votes to four. The Hon. C. P CHaTer and the Hon. Dr. Ho
Kal, voted with the officid mgjority.

On the Council resuming, there having been severd
dterdtions, thethird reading of the Bill was not moved.

THE SUPPLY BILL.

The CoLoniaL Secrerary moved the third reading of the
Bill entitled An Ordinance to apply a sum not exceeding
Three million seven hundred and thirty-nine thousand three
hundred and twelve dollars and twenty-Sx cents to the
Public Service of theyear 1902.

The Acting CoLoniaL TrReasurRer Seconded, and the
motion wascaried.

The Council then proceeded to consider sparately each
itemontheBill.

Governor and Legidature

In moving the reduction of thisitem by $100, Hon. T. H.
WHiTEHEAD Sid— In the magigerid enquiry into the loss
of forty-three lives caused by the tumbling down in August
thisyear of the housesNos. 32 and 34, Cochrane Street, the
fact was condusvely demondrated that the Public Works
Department was grievoudy undermanned. In your address
to the Council on 26th ult your Excdlency sated that the
present financid position of the Colony is satisfactory, thet
on 31st December, 1900, the assts of the Colony showed
a badance over lidhilities of upwards of $1,100,000, and
that the assts by the end of this year would be largdy
increesad. The undermanning of the Public Works
Department can therefore not be due to any want of funds
This Department, o0 grievoudy undermanned, was largely,
if not mainly, responsible for the faulty erection of the extra
story on 32 and 34, Cochrane Stret, the tumbling down of
which houses caused forty-three desths The community
would like to know who is reponsble for dlowing the
sad Department to become so grievoudy undermanned,
and whether every precaution has now been taken to
prevent the further congruction of faulty buildings Re the
Memorandum signed by five of the Unofficid Members
dedling with ""Public Works Extraordinary," and laid before
the Council on 22nd November, 1899, | may here quote
the three concluding paragraphs—

"17—When we consider that in 1890 asum of $94,420
was voted for this Department as compared with $91,402
in the Edimates under consderation, we are il further
convinced of theinadequiacy of the present saff."

"18.—That this Depatment, with which the vitd

interests of the Colony as regards sanitation, water-supply,
and development generdly are o inseparably bound up,
should undergo reduction a such a time, we consder a
serious matter, and we earnestly urge upon His Excdlency
to take immediate Sepsto put the Department on afooting
commensurate with its extended duties”

"19.—We would sugges to His Excdlency the
desirability of gppointing a Committee to invedtigate and
report on the question of the gaff of the Public Works
Department, and we make this proposa because, as we
have dready sated, the policy hitherto has been to sarve
our public works, and we recognise the importance of
providing agaff sufficient to carry on the large works now
impending.”

| would dso refer to the conduding paragraph of my
own Memorandum laid on the Council table on 30th
November, 1899—

"Itisusdessto plead theinsufficiency of the gaff of the
Public Works Department as a reason for not procesding
with any urgent work or works. Extraordinary works
should be provided for by the provison of additiond
drength for the Department or by specid Saffs. At present,
with much pressing work on hand, the gaff is being
gpparently reduced. It is cartainly much less srong than it
was ten years ago when the populaion was much less and
the area of the Colony twenty-nine square milesingtead of
four hundred and twenty-nine square miles."

On 4th October, 1899, pursuant to notice, | asked the
Honourable the Director of Public Works (Mr. Ormsby)
the following quesion:.— "Has the atention of the
Honourable the Director of Public Works been directed to
the China Mail's leading articles of 15th and 23rd August
aleging the exigtence of jerry-buildings in Hongkong; will
the Honourable Member inform the Council whether the
sdd dlegation iswdl founded; and if S0, will he sate what
powers his Department possesses to prevent the erection of
such buildings wha action has been teken by his
Department inthe matter; and if hispowersare insufficient,
ishetaking any gepsto get increasad powers?!

The reply was asfollows—"| have read the articles
referred to and think thereisfoundation for the alegations.
The powers possessed by my Department are defined in
the Ordinances 15 of 1889 and 25 of 1891. An officer of
the Department, assisted by an overseer, ingpectsbuilding
worksin progress. The exceptional amount of such work
inthe Colony at present makes an increase in the staff
necessary if thiswork of supervision isto be thoroughly
performed. The matter is engaging the attention of the
Government.” In dlowing the erection of the extragtory on
32 and 34, Cochrane Street the Government appearsto
have neglected its duty to provide for the public safety,
though the Unofficial Members gave warning of the
reduced and insufficient staff of the Public Works
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Department when the Edtimates for 1900 were before the
Coundil in November, 1899.

In replying, the CoLoniaL Secretary said thet the hon.
member hed in his remarks carefully conceded the fact—
of which he had been informed a the lagt meeting of
Council — that His Excdlency had appointed a
Commisson to enquire into the working of the Public
Works Depatment. With regard to the question of
increasing the gaff of the Department, it would be within
the recallection of hon. members dthough gpparently
forgotten by the hon. member who had just spoken, thet the
late Director of Public Works, Mr. Ormshy, had stated thet,
with afew dight changes—which were afterwards carried
out—the saff was quite sufficient. H.E. the Governor,
however, was not satidfied that the gaff was sufficient, and
it was with a view of ascertaining wha incresse was
necessary that the Commission had been gppointed.

HE. the Govervor reechoed whet the Colonid
Secretary had said as to Mr. Ormsby having Sated that the
g&ff of the Public Works Department was sufficient, and
remarked that even after he had gone home Mr. Ormsby
repested thet expresson of opinion. The present Acting
Director of Public Works, however, did not hold smilar
views As to the voting of money, very large sums were
voted, but it was not dways possble to gpend it in
consaquence of the scarcity of labour. It mugt be within
memory that in the earlier part of the summer work in this
Colony was dmog entirdy stopped for want of labour. In
one large undertaking where 3,000 workmen were
required 300 only could be procured. Thet very difficulty
was now being experienced in connection with the
building of one of the police ationsin the New Territory,
and the Director of Public Works had endeavoured again
and again to procure the necessary labour. Asto the works
thet would in the near future devolve for their execution
upon the Department, did the hon. member mean to
uggest thet the Government should & once gppoint a
number of permanent officers to enable the Department to
carry out those works? That was not the policy that hed
been adopted. On the contrary, if it was possble, such
works would be given to contractors, and gecid men
gppointed to supervisethem under direction of the Director
of Public Works, then, when the work was finished, the
Colony would not find itsdf with an officer or officersfor
whom it had no work. This metter of the supervison of
buildings was one thet His Excellency had gone into very
dosdy, and as to the responghbility connected with the
lamentable collgpse of houses in Cochrane Stredt, the
Attorney-Genera had ated thet no respongihility atached
to the Public Works Depatment. There was nothing
smpler than to say that the Government must go over al
these buildings, but was the Government to take the whole
rejponshility off the shoulders of the architects and
contractors? His Excdlency had asked the opinion of a
gentleman who probably knew more about buildings then
any man in the Colony, the Senior Unofficid Member, and

he had dated thet three hundred men would not be
aufficient for the work if the Government were to take
upon itsdf the responghbility of seeing every brick put in
right, every house propely built. The Commission that
was shortly to St would congder the whole question of the
aufficiency or otherwise of the gaff of the Public Works
Department, and if it reported thet the Saff wasinsufficient,
the Coundil would, His Excdlency was sure, have pleasure
in granting the funds necessary to augmernt it.

Hon. T. H. WHiteneaDp did not pressfor the reduction of
thevote

Colonial Secretary Department.

Hon. T. H. WHiTenEaD moved that this vote be reduced
by $100. He said—With reference to the statement of
Revenue and Expenditure from June, 1898, to June, 1901,
inthe New Territory, it appears that the total revenue for
those two years amounted to $41,014.33 and that the totdl
expenditure in the same period aggregated no less than
$736,571.34. In hisreport to the Colonia Office dated 8th
October, 1898, the Honourable the Colonial Secretary,
under the head of Revenue, wrotee—"However, until
further experience has shown in what manner revenue can
be best raised without exciting the suspicion or viritating
the fedings and prejudices of the inhabitants, it would be
wdl tointerfere aslittle as possible with the present system
and sources of taxation. If thisbe done, it isanticipated that
there will be no difficulty in raising at the start an annual
revenue sufficient to meet the cost of administering the
New Territory. The expenditure is estimated at $125,000.
To cover this outlay taxation to the amount of 11/4 dollars
or 2s 6d. per heed of the population will be sufficient,” and
added that when British rule was established, revenue
would be greetly increased Paragraph 23 of the Secretary
of State's despatch of 6th June, 1899, reads—"1t will be
seen from p. 13 of Mr. Lockhart's report that the total
revenue from taxation of the New Territory is estimated at
about £16,000, and this may be regarded asthe income
which you will have at your disposal for thefirst year or
two at any rate. It should amply sufficeto defray theinitia
cogt of asmpleadministration which at first will amount to
little more than supervisng loca bodies and protecting life
and property.” In consequence of the great difference
which exigts between the estimated and the actual figures
of revenue and expenditure in the New Territory during
those two years | think the Council is entitled to some
further explanation than that yet given. The honourable
memb er h a s b e en
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hitherto regarded as a high authority on affairs Chinesg,
and in amemorable memorandum relaing to a petition to
the House of Commons from members of the community
in 1894 asking for an amendment in the conditution of the
Govenment of the Colony, the honourable member
damed that mogt of the peitioners were notorioudy
ignorant of Chinee afars, and that the customs and
peculiar requirements of the Chinese were a sedled book to
the British resident in the Colony, while it was notorious
thet the Unofficid Memberswere very ignorant of Chinese
and Chinexe reguirements. The difference between the
honourable member's edimates in respect of revenue and
expenditure in the New Territory and the actud figures
redlised seems incomprehensble. 1 would like to know
about when therevenue will come up to the estimate.

In reply, the CooniaL Secremary sad the hon.
member's remarks were not caculated to throw any light
on the quedtion; indesd, they would appear rather
caculated to midead. If the hon. member hed tried to reed
the report with the object of learning something, insteed of
finding fault, he would have seen that the report not only
dated what the probable revenue would be, but dso
pointed out thet it would probably be found undesrable to
raise revenue from certain sources from which it had been
rasad during the period of Chinese adminigtration. Such
hed proved to be the case and cartain revenue raised by the
Chinese had been abandoned; it was found impracticeble
to raseit for reasons which the Colonid Secrétary did not
propose to enter into then. With regard to the question of
land, the hon. member must be aware of the great
difficulties which the Government had hed to encourter. It
had met with obgtacles which even one with his (the
Colonid Secretary's) experience of Chinese could not have
foreseen. This was one of the firg ingances in which a
Western Government had attempted to take over a large
tract of Chineseterritory and adminigter it. Perhapsthat fact
would srike the hon. member with itsfull sgnificance, and
illumine the darkness in which he now seemed to exis.
The hon. member had referred to expenditure. A reference
to the report would show thaet mogt of the expenditure that
had been incurred had not been recommended in that
report. The Colonid Secretary would be glad to know if he
hed been able to find any mention in the report for ingtance
of the large amount which he represented had been oent
on police gations. If the hon. member would refer to the
report he would discover that the Colonid Secretary'sidess
asto the policing of the New Territory were that it should
be done on much more reasonable lines than a present.
Thoseidess, however, were not acogpted. Then therewas a
large expenditure on account of launches for the Police and
other purposes and on account of the Taipo road. So far as
the cogt of adminigration was concerned, exdusve of the

Pdlice, it was less than had been edimated in the report.
The Colonid Secretary said he did not regard the hon.
member's criticiams as arising from a desire to further the
public interests, but was &fraid they arose from a wish to
atack the report.

TheHon. T. H. WHiTeneaD dissented, and said thet the
assartion was most unwarranted and unjudtifiable.

The CoLoniaL Secrerary said he was dlad to hear the
hon. member's disavowa, but he was bound to date the
hon. member had not tregted the report fairly and he could
not acoept his deductions. The fact remained thet the bulk
of the report was true, and the Colonid Secretary
chdlenged the hon. member to point out where he hed
been wrong. "Under British rule" he conduded, "this
territory will prosper, and the money we have expended
— money which the hon. member seemsto grudge—wiill
be money wel spent, and will return to us fourfold.
(Applase))

H. E. the Governor said that in this matter the hon.
member had a perfect right to say the expenditure was
largein proportion to the revenue. Thereason it had been
large was that up till the present there had been but little
revenue derivablefrom the New Territory; it was entirdy a
question of demarcation of holdings. The most important
source of revenuein the New Territory would betheland
tax, and the Land Court had been established for the
purpose of sttling ownerships and thus hagtening thetime
when the tax could be levied. But the task was avery
difficult one, because there were so many different claims
to hear—clan claims, family claims, individua claims, all
kinds of claims. Until the man to whom the land belonged
was found, the Government, much asit desired and was
entitled to revenue, could not say—"Wewant so much on
thisland." Therewasonly one way of deding with aman,
and that wasin ajust way. (Applause.) Much money had
been spent on the New Territory. There had been the cost
of theroad to Taipo, and that of the establishment of palice
gations, which were absolutely indispensableif the lives
and property of people in the New Territory were to be
protected. Then again, the Government had been obliged
to spend alarge amount of money on launchesto prevent
piracy round the two hundred miles of coast, and alarge
gaff had had to be engaged from Indiafor the purpose of
trigonometrical and cadastral survey and of demarcating
property and so facilitating the settlement of questions of
ownership of land. Inview of dl this, was there anything
else the hon. member could suggest the Government
should have done to obtain revenue? If the hon. member
would consider for a short time, he would see that in
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taking over the New Territory it was absolutely necessary
to expend money without any immediate prospects of
remuneration. But this population of 100,000 had been
brought under British rue and no expenditure wes
unremunerative that would show these people thet they
would be protected in person and property, and thet under
our flag they would have due condderation and even-
handed justice. (Applause)

Hon. T. H. WHTEHEAD—It S8ems to me very drange
that it could have been estimated as possible to collect a
revenue of $160,000 a year, and in these two years it has
only been found possible to collect $40,000.

H.E. the Governor—It seemsito be perfectly clear. You
must remember the esimate wes that a certain amount of
land would pay a certain amount of money. So it will, and
until thet time comes we cannot do any more. The hon.
member does not suggest we should indst upon someone
paying us money for the land regardless of ownership.

Hon. T. H. WHiteneab—No, of coursenot.

The reduction was not pressed for, and the vote was
agreed to.

Public Works Department.

In moving areduction of $100 on this vote, the Hon. T.
H. WHITeHeEAD said—The date of roads in the Colony in
former years used to be favourably commented upon. For
sometime pagt the roads in the City of Victoria, Kowloon,
and dsewhere have been far from sttifactory, in fact, their
condition has been charecterised as disorediteble and
disgraceful. As it cannot be for want of funds, will the
Honoureble the Director of Public Works inform the
Coundil who is respongible for the unsstisfactory gate of
the roads and the condition of the Praya in the
neighbourhood of Blake Pier as described in this morning's
leading article of the Daily Press? He said he had in the
course of the morning visited the Praya and found that the
position as described by the Daily Press was subgtantialy
correct.

The CoLoniaL Secretary—With regard to the roads |
am glad to find mysdf for once in accord with the hon.
member. The roads are not stisfactory, and the fact hes
been fully recognised by His Excdlency, who has issued
orders that they are to be made stidactory, and has
directed that a report showing they are in an improved
condition be submitted in as short atime as possble. | am
aure that al members of this Coundil are anxious thet the
roads of Hongkong should be a credit to the Colony. With
regard to the atide in this morning's Daily Press which
the hon. member has 0 quickly acted upon, the matter
therein dedlt with has been referred to the Sanitary Board,
which is the regpongble body, and when the Sanitary
Board hasreported the hon. member, if he dediresit, will be
furnished with acopy of that report.

Thereduction was not pressed, and the item was agreed
to.

Legal Departments

Discusing the vote under this heed, the Hon. T. H.
WHiTeneaD said—With reference to the second magideria
enquiry into the callgpse of houses 32 and 34, Cochrane
Street, resulting in the desth of 43 persons the Crown
Solicitor, in reviewing the evidence, submitted “thet the
persons to blame in the metter of the callgpse were: in the
first place, the architect on whose professiond knowledge
the owner rdied, and who gave it as his opinion, without
meaking any examination at all, that the houses werefit and
good; secondly, the officid respongble in the Public Works
Depatment, who, without making any examingion
whetever, passad the plans, and thirdly, the heed of the
Department, who had dlowed the &ff in charge of the
duties of the Building Ordinance to dwindle down
gradudly, dthough the work wes increasing, until it
conasted of Mr. Crisp. He had actudly taken away the
assigant engineer in charge of building work and gppointed
nobody save one overseer, who had just come out to the
Colony and hardly knew the dredts In this way an
Ordinance which had been very carefully framed had been
alowed to dwindle down to a mere farce. Mr. Bowley, in
condusion, asked his Worship to bring in a verdict, in
addition to his previous finding, thet the deeths of these
people were due to the adding of a new gtory to the rotten
paty wal, and that the architect who recommended the
addition and the Department which sanctioned it were
guilty of gross negligence” The magidrates decison
cannot beregarded as at dll satisfactory. The collgpse of the
houses was hot brought about by any act of God, and could
have been prevented had proper ingpection and supervision
been exercisad by those whose duty it was to ingoect and
supervie Will the Honourable the Attorney-Generd
inform the Council whether any further proceadings are to
be taken in connection with thet deplorable and avoidable
dissgter, 90 thet those respongble for the loss of life may be
dedlt with in such manner as will act as a deterrent in the
future?

The Acting ATTorRNEY -GeneraL—With reference to the
question which has been put by the hon. member, | have
advised the Government upon tha point, and the
conduson | came to was thet there was no chance of a
prosecution againg anyone for mandaughter resultingina
conviction. Therefore | advised the Government not to
enter into any prosecution for mandaughter.

Hon. T. H. WHiteneab—May | ask whether it was
conditutiond that the same magidrate should have
presided over the second enquiry, seeing that his brother
was one of the most important witnesses,
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The Acting ATTORNEY -GENERAL—T he magidrate need
not have presided if hefelt he could not do sofairly.

This conduded the discussion, and the various items of
the Bill, with some dterations, were agreed to.

Thethird reading was not moved.
QUIET INTHENIGHT.

The Acting ATTorNEY -General moved the third
reading of the Bill entitted An Ordinance to amend An
Ordinance for the better securing the Peace and Quiet of
the Inhabitants of the Town of Victoria and its vicinity
during the night time (No. 17 of 1844).

The CoLoniaL Secretary seconded, and the Bill was
read athird timeand passed.

Thiswasdl the business, and the Council adjourned.
FINANCE COMMITTEE.

A meding of the Fnance Committee was hdd

immediately after the Council, the CoLoniAL SecrRETARY in
thechair.

There was only one minute to be conddered, in which
the Governor recommended the Council to vote a sum of
$1,500 to cover the cost of repairing and effecting cartain
dteration to the Government Pavilions a the Pesk.

The Crairvan—AS hon. members ef the Committee
are avare, the pavilions a the Pesk have been lent for
some time to certain parties and have been used for the
purposes of the Pesk Club. These pavilions were formerly
used as a sanatorium or summer resort for Government
officers, and these officers have petitioned the Government
thet they revert to their former use His Excdlency has
approved of the request, and the Pegk Club has received
notice The pavilions are in need of repars and the
esimated cog of repars will be $1,500, the sum now
brought before us.

Thevotewas agreed to.

Thiswasal thebusness




