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31sr JULY, 1903.
PRESENT:— regarded their various departments
His EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR, Sir HENRY A. At a meeting held on 13th July the replies to the
BLakg GCM.G. request of the Committee for criticism of the designs
His ExceLLency Sr W. GAscoGNE, K.CM.G. submitted, which had been received from the various
(Commanding the Troops). Heads of Depatment concerned, were reed. The

Hon. F H. May, CM.G. (Colonid Secretary).

Hon. Sr HENRY SPENCER BERKELEY, KT. (Attorney-
Generd).

Hon. A. M. THomsoN (Colonid Treasurer).

Hon. Commander R. M. Rum=y, RN, 1.SO.
(Harbour Magter).

Hon. W. CHaTHAM (Director of Public Works).

Hon. Dr. J. M. ATkinsoN (Principd Civil Medica
Officer).

Hon. Sir C. P CHATER, CM.G.

Hon. C. W. DicksoN.

Hon. Dr. HoKal, CM.G.

Hon. Wel A Y UK.

Hon. R. SHEWAN.

Hon. GERSHOM STEWART.

Mr. R. F. JoHnston (Acting Clerk of Councils).

FINANCIAL.

The CoLoNiAL SecrRETARY lad on the table
FHnancid Minutes (Nos. 29 to 34) and moved that they
be referred to the Finance Committee.

The CoLoniAL TREASURER seconded, and the
motion was adopted.

The CoLoNIAL SECRETARY lad on the table the
Report of the Finance Committee (No. 6) and moved
itsadoption.

The CoLoNnIAL TREASURER seconded, and the
motion was agreed to.

PAPERS

The CoLoNIAL SecreTARY lad on the table the
report of the Director of Public Works for 1902 and
correpondence repecting the proposal to remove the
Navd Yard.

THE NEW POST OFFICE.

The DIRecTor of PuBLic WORKs laid on the table

the following minutes of the Public Works Committes:

Competitive Designs for Post Office, Treasury, &cC.
— The dedgns, three in numbe, were cdosdy
sorutinised and, after some discussion as to the best
method of procedure, it was unanimoudy agreed that a
compardive daiement should firs be drawvn up,
showing, in parald columns the requirements st forth
in the condiitions of competition and the extent to which
these were fulfilled by the severd designs and that this
datement should be forwarded to the Heeds of
Departments to be housed in the new building with a
request thet they would criticise the designs and dtate
which they conddered best in point of arrangement as

designs were again dosdy examined, epecidly with
regard to the Pogt Office arrangements, the accessto the
offices generdly, and some of the principa metters of
arangement  afecting the Depatments to be
acoommodated. Members having  expressed
themsdlves in favour of the desgn numbered 2, the
dexription of the proposed building which
acoompanied thet desgn wasread. Sr C. P, Chater then
moved that the design numbered 2 be accepted. Mr.
Shewan seconded. — Carried unanimoudy. It was
unanimoudy agreed that the design numbered | be
awarded the further premium of $1,500 provided under
the conditions of competition. The Chairman having
acked whether there was any other metter rdetiveto the
proposed building which members desired to have lad
there before the Government, Mr. Shewan moved thét,
in view of the great vaue of the property; the fact that
the building is designed to take a fourth Sorey; and the
probability thet additional accommodation for some of
the Departments to be housed will be required a no
very disant date; the building should, in the first place,
be condructed four Soreys in height. Mr. Dickson
seconded. It was pointed out by Sir C. P, Cheter and Mr.
Shewan that the building would be more in harmony
with those adjacent to it if it were made four toreys
high. The motion was agread to unanimoudly.
CONVICT PRISON ON STONECUTTERS ISLAND.

The D.PW. dso submitted minutesshowing that a a
mesting of the Public Works Committee on 20th July
the Chairman laid before the Committee planswhich
had been prepared for the establishment of a Convict
Prison on Stonecutters 1sland and explained that the
schemewas cgpable of being expanded 0 asto provide
ultimately for the removal of the entire Gaol to that
place 50 far as such remova was deemed practicable.
He a so read the report of a Committee appointed in
1901 to consider the question and certain recent
correspondence between the Colonal Office and Wer
Department on the subject. After some discussion, the
Honourable Colonia Treasurer moved:—That the
Government be requested to have the report of the
committee appointed in 1901 to consider the question
of trandferring the Gaol to Stonecutters Idand, together
with any subsegquent papers bearing upon the question,
printed and furnished to this Committee. Hon. C. W.
Dickson seconded. For the motion



there voted Hon. C. W. Dickson, Srr C. P Chater, the
Colonid Tressurer, and the Director of Public Works;
and againg it Hon. R. Shewan. The Committee then
adjourned.

THE PUBLIC WORKS COMMISSION.

Hon. R. SHEwaN asked—Has the recommendation
of the Public Works Commission that the following
additions be mede to the Works Staff, viz—2
Executive Enginears, 1 Assigtant Engineer, 5 Oversears,
and 1 Clerk, been carried out, and if not, why not?

The CoLONIAL SECRETARY—IN answer, dir, to the
hon. member's question, | have to say that the whole of
the gtaff recommended by the Commisson which
enquired into the Public Works Department has been
gppointed with the exception of one assgant engineer
for maintenance work andone overseer for roads ingde
the City. The increase of the aff recommended by the
Commission was basad on the assumption that a sum
of nearly $800,000 would be spent annudly on public
works extraordinary. With the large expenditure on
water-works part of which are being carried out by a
private firm, it is not contemplated that the Colorty will
be able to spend so much as was contemplated for
public works exclusve of weater-works. Therefore a
smdler aff than was recommended gppears to be
aufficient.

FIRST READINGS.

The fallowing Bills were reed a firg time— An
Ordinance to st gpat a holiday to be known as
"Victoria Day" in loving remembrance of Her Mogt
Gracious Mgedy the lae Queen Vidorig an
Ordinance to prevent intrusion by other than servant of
the occupier of premises into the portion of such
premises used as savants quarters, an Ordinance to
providefor the Recovery of Costsand Chargesincurred
by the Colony by and on behdf of imbecile persons
introduced into the Colony; an Ordinanceto provide for
the Regulaion of the Export of Cattle and other Live
Stock from the Colony.

WATERWORKS CONSOLIDATION ORDINANCE.

The ATTORNEY -GENERAL moved thefirg reading of
aBill entitled an Ordinance to reped The Weter-works
Consolidation Ordinance, 1902, and to provide for and
regulae the Supply of Weter in the Colony of
Hongkong and for the Maintenance and Repair of the
Worksin connection therewith.

Thefollowing objectsand reasons were atached:—

The Weter-works Consolidation Ordinance (No. 29
of 1902), which provided for the disconnection of dl
SErVices to tenement houses, except in specid cases,
and the supply of such premiseswith water from public
fountains placed in the gtregts and lanes did not meet
with the gpprova of the Secretary of Stae for the
Colonies and indructions were received to modify its
provisonsin such away asto enable the sarvicesto be
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retained whilgt facilities were to be aforded for
controlling the supply of water in case of need.

This has been done by providing in the present Bill
for the supply of practicdly the whole of the Chinese
portion of the City through "rider-mains” Thee are
subgdiary mains, towhich dl the sarvicesto the houses
near which they are laid will be connected, and, asthey
can be shut off by means of vaves from the principa
mains, the supply of water to the houses can be
redricted to any extent congdered necessary without
shutting off the water from the City generdly ashasto
be done a present. The powers of redriction are vested
in the Water Authority, subject to the generd control of
the Governor-in-Coundil.

The areaswithin which the "rider-main” systemisto
be applied are to be defined by the Governor-in-
Councll and, when an area has been 0 defined, dl
svices to tenements within it will be disconnected
from the principd mains and connected to the "rider-
mains' asthey arelad, unless the Governor-in-Council
expredy dlows any tenement to retain its service
connected with the former. Thisis necessary to provide
for premises in which any trade may be carried on, for
which a congant supply of water may be practicdly
essatid, or which for other reasons, it may be
congdered desirable to exempt from the "rider-main’
system.

The cogt of condructing the "rider-mains' and
meking the necessary dterationsin the services will be
charged againg the owners of the various tenements
within the areas defined by the Governor-in-Council.

Outdde the aess defined by the Governor-in-
Council andin al casesof exemption within these arees,
al sarvices areto be provided with meters.

Thisis merely an extenson of the sysem which has
been in force outsde the City of Victoria for a number
of years pad. In the Hill Didrict and in Kowloon dl
supplies, though sarvices to private premises, are d
present metered.

In the case of metered supplies an dlowance of
water in proportion to the rategble vaue of the premises
will be given in respect of the waer rate, which is
induded in the generd rates, but dl water used over and
above that dlowance will be charged for as "excess
consumption.” This, it is hoped, will conduce to the
prevention of weste, which isthe chief object amed at
inthis Bill, asit was =0 in that which it isintended to
replece.

In periods of scarcity of water, the intermittent
sysem of supply will be put in forcein the "rider-main’
digrictsonly and, asit will be possibleto afford every
tenement a supply within avery brief period, it is
believed that the necessary economy in the
consumption will be effected without extending the
system to the City generally. Thiswill enable the



occupiers of premises which are supplied by meter to
enjoy acongant supply of water and it will also provide
means for deding with outbresks of fire, as dl the
principa mainswill be congtantly charged with water.

Until the "rider-mains' have been gpplied to a
congderable portion of the City, it may be necessary to
revert to the universal gpplication of the intermittent
sydem as hitherto, but it is hoped that, with ther
goplication over an extended ares, this will become
UNNecessay.

The CoLONIAL SECRETARY seconded.

Gengd GascoiGNe—Before you put the question
tothevote gr, may | ask if thisBill has been submitted
to Mr. Chadwick?

H.E. the GovernorR—NoO.

Gengd GASCOIGNE—BUt has Mr. Chadwick
sentheBill?

The ATTORNEY -GENERAL—I think not. It is not
necessary that he should, because the principleinvolved
isthe same asin the exigting Ordinance.

Generd GascolGNE—] think, if | may be dlowed to
be in order, thet it isonly my duty to point out some of
the remarks that were made to me by Mr. Chadwick
ladt year jud after the water famine You, Sr, were away
from the Colony on the occasion of the Coronetion of
HisMgesty——

The CoLONIAL SECRETARY —| do not wish to
interrupt His Excellency but | may date——

H.E. the GovernorR—His Excdlency the Mgor-
Generd isin order.

The ATTORNEY -GENERAL—I desireto interrupt——

The GoverNorR—I1 would suggest to the hon.
Attorney-Generd that he dlow the hon. Mgor-Generd
to gpesk on the question of whether this Bill should be
reed afird time, and &fter the hon. Mgor-Generd hes
gpoken it will be for the Attorney-Generd to maeke any
remark hemay desire.

General GascolNe—! will, if | may bedlowed to.
You, sit, were not in the Colony last year—you were
attending the Coronation of His Mgjesty—at thetime
of the water famine. | had the honour at that time of
adminigtering the Government in your absence, and the
period of anxiety the Council and | went through at thet
timewill be remembered by some of the gentlemen
who are present here to-day. \We began to look into the
water question very early indeed in February so we
were not caught napping in that respect, but thefamine
went on and on until—| am spesking from memory—
thefirst week in May. We had animportation of cholerg,
which was imported, it istrue, and it was a most
anxious and serious businessfor me and for the Coundil
to face the drought which wasimpending over us The
Council gave me afree hand and assisted mein every
possible way with advice and counsd, and | am bound
to say the public of Hongkong showed the most loyal
patience and forbearance in bearing the tarrible troubles
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that came upon them in consequence Then as our
reservoirs became empty and after they were amost
absolutely dry the rains came on by a dispensation of
Providence. Mr. Chadwick, who had been with me
practicdly the wholetime when that pressure was over
Hongkong, said to me what | wish to point out to the
Coundil before thisBill goesany further. Hesaid tome,
"General, you have got the opportunity of your life.
When | came to Hongkong to make these reservairsin
Hongkong there was at that time an Officer
Administering the Government like yourself. |
proposed to that Officer that the water should be cut off
from Chinese tenement houses so asto prevent waste
and thiswas the only measure to adopt to prevent this
waste. The matter was discussed and it met with an
enormous amount of opposition; and Mr. Chadwick
said to me that as when he made these reservoirsthey
looked s0 vast to him at that time—the Colony then not
being anything like the size it is now as regards
population—he felt that perhaps to throw upon the
Acting Governor—which was not the samething asthe
real Governor—the responsibility of an unpopular
measure if it was perhaps not absol utely necessary,
would be ahard thing; and he therefore recommended
the Acting Governor of that day not to pressit; and he
told me he had only regretted that decision once and
that was ever since. "Now," he said, "you have the
famine upon you. Everybody has suffered and now is
the time to make this Ordinance to prevent waste" He
told me, "General, aslong as you do not positively
prevent the waste of water that goes on you will never
have sufficient water even though you may make
Hongkong one vast reservoir, but | tell you thet if you
can check the waste that goes on in Chinese housesyou
will have sufficient water in ordinary seasons, in every
Season, even without new resarvairs. | came down very
much impressed by that to the Council and there are
many gentlemen on the Council to-day who will
remember that when it was first proposed they were
averse to it. They were of opinion that the supply
should be one and the same for both Europeans and
Chinese. The question was threshed out in committee
of the Council and afterwards those who were at first
agang it came round and we passad the Ordinance that
isnow in the course of being dtered and amended; and
al | can say isthat | personally felt that the very
insignificant part | took in it was aproud one because |
fdt that we had done athing for Hongkong which was
alasting benefit to the Colony. | am aware that the
Secretary of Statesfor the Colonies, as put in the
objectsand reasons of the Bill, hastelegrgphed to your
Excellency asking if no other
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way can befound? | respectfully submit thet the ansver
should be, "No; for we know no other way to prevent
waste but the way recommended by Mr. Chadwick, the
expert you yoursdf sent out. Ak his opinion, and we
are prepared to abide by his opinion.” If | may move a
resolution, | movethat the Bill benot reed afirs time.

The GovErRNOR—I venture to point out thet before
we can go farther in this discusson these observations
of His Excdlency the Mgor-Generd would more
properly be made on the second reading. The Bill is
redly not before the Council & dl until it isreed afirgt
time and it isimpossble for the Council to know what
isthe meaning of the Bill until it isbrought before them
and read a fird time. When the Bill comes on for
second reading, then, | vernture to suggest to His
Excdlency, would be the time for the observations that
have now been offered. The Bill is not yet before the
Coundl a dl. The firg reading is dways a mater of
pro forma. When the Bill is brought on for second
reeding hon. members will have an opportunity of
seeing and discussing the Bill asbrought beforethem.

Hon. R. SHewan—Sir, | would be willing to give
way in this mater, but as | shdl not be present & the
next meding of the Councll | would ask your
indulgence

His ExceLLENCY Sgnified hisconsent, and,

Hon. Mr. SHewaN procesded— was very pleased to
hear the remarks that have falen from your Excdlency
with regard to the pogtion of maiters and our being
giventimeto condder the Bill in the second reading. At
the last meeting of the Coundil | strongly objected to a
Bill being rushed through the second reading without
printing the amendments or giving the public time to
read the Bill and condder it. | do not know, but |
suppose that the intention in deciding thet aBill should
be read three times was that the Bill should be
discussed and oconddered three sgparate  times.
However, we will come to thet part later on. With
regard to this Bill, if you will dlow me | should like to
second the motion of His Excdlency Mgor-Generd
Gascoigne, with whase remarks in making that motion
| entirely agree. The Bill we had before uslagt yeer was
very carefully consdered, but we have not tried it. | do
not think it is right that, after we had carefully
consdered and discussed and thoroughly threshed out
the question of the water supply of this Colony, which
was certainly avery greet evil lat year, we should have
dl our work undone on account of a few Chinee
agitatorswho, after dl, are only led by the nose by alot
of deks from achitects offices in whom is
exempified the old saying, "A little knowledge is a
dangerous thing.” | think it is possible that better ways
may be found, but why not let usfirg try the hydrant
sydem? We know that Chinese coolies and other
people like that will wagte the water, while wewho pay

by the meter haveto auffer. Let the Government firgt try
that sysem; if it will not work in a certain digtrict, then
it will be time to consder other meesures. | agree with
Mgor-Generd Gascoigne thet the metter was very
carefully conddered and threshed out, and beforewe do
anything more we ought to condder this scheme,
expecidly as it is endorsed by the experts. | think we
could have got more impartid experts, but dill, they
were on the Government sde, and the Government
ought not to go back on them now.

The CoLoNIAL SECRETARY—SI, if | may be dlowed
to say S0, with dl respect to His Excellency and the hon.
member who seconded his amendment, | think the
object of this Bill has been misgpprehended; it is quite
asmuch to stop wadte aswasthat of the Bill which was
introduced last year. The rider-main system was firgt
proposed by Mr. Chadwick himsdlf with aview to—

Hon. R. SHewan—3Sir, | think the Colonid Secretary
isout of order.

The ATTORNEY -GENERAL—The Colonid Secretary
isquitein order.

Hon. Mr. SHewan—He seconded the motion and
cannot gpeek again.

The ATTORNEY -GENERAL—BU he can spesk onthe
subsequent motion. | made a motion, and the Colonid
Secretary seconded;; the hon. member opposite, H.E.
Mgor-Gengrd Gascoigne, then made a subsequent
motion, and that o has been seconded. The Colonid
Secretary is entitled to gpesk on thet motion, whichisa
separate and digtinct one from the origind motion.

His ExceLLENCY ruled that the Colonid Secretary
wasin order, and,

The CoLONIAL SECRETARY proceeded—Therider-
main system was first proposed by Mr. Chadwick
himsdlf with aview to facilitating the distribution of
water during the operation of the intermittent system.
The rider-main system can be equally well adapted to
the prevention of waste, and it isfor that purposethat it
is now sought to be introduced—for the prevention of
wadte. Itissmply, if | may so describeit inafew short
words, asystem of huge metersfor blocks of buildings
instead of separate meters for separate houses. The
principle of the Bill was carefully considered by both
Mr. Chadwick and Professor Simpson, who was here at
the same time as Mr. Chadwick, and it has been
adopted and endorsed by both of these experts | do not
think, gr, that the suggestion of the hon. member who
seconded the motion that this Colony should go to the
expense of firgt introducing a street fountain system,
will commend itself to this Council. It will cost agreat
deal of money, and if as he suggestsitisto beinthe
nature of an experiment, | fear the experiment would be
avery expensive one. | repeat again, the



object of theBill, the object wedl have before us isthe
prevertion of wede The expets, egeddly Mr.
Chedwick, are of opinion thet the waste could be
stopped by this systemn, the Government are srongly of
that opinion, and our locd advisers here are dso of the
same opinion, and we trugt that the hopes of His
Excdlency the Gengrd Officer Commanding, that
waste will be prevented, will be redised by this Bill as
much asby the Bill which he fathered.

The ATTORNEY -GENERAL—I hope the Coundil will
a once rgect this mation, which is one which,
whatever it may be designed to do, will have the effect
of difling the discusson of a maiter of the greatest
interest to the Chinese in this Colony. The Chinese in
this community are as a hundred to one or more, and
they by an immense mgority in a petition to the
Secretary of Statelaid before him certain reesonswhich
they bdieved ought to be laid before him to dlow this
Government to introduce a meesure which would ater
in some particulars the Water Bill we passed last yeer. |
Say a once that neither the hon. member who moved
the rgection of the Bill nor the hon. member who
seconded intended or wished for an amendment to
prevent the Chinese members of this community from
being heard in this Council and advocating anything
that they believe to befor their good. Whetever the hon.
mover and the hon. seconder may desire, the effect of
ther mation if entertained by this Coundil would be to
impose upon the Chinese ameasure which they bdieve
to be againg their interests and to prevent this Council
from having an opportunity of hearing anything thet
can be sad on their part. | would ask the hon. mover
and seconder to withdraw the motion, which | am sure
must have been made under a misgpprehension. It is
one of the mogt unusud motions ever mede in any
legidative or ddiberative body thet leave be not granted
tointroduceaBill. Thatisto say, "l won't hear you; | do
not care whether you have reason or no reason to put
forward for the proposd you are going to advance |
won't hear you."

Hon. Mr. SHewan—Hear, hear.

The ATTORNEY -GENERAL—It isnot acase of "Hear,
hear" but of "Not heer, not hear, won't hear." Whet | say
is, | want you to hear. | have resson to believe that the
Council will hear, and | am sure the Coundil will hear
and, when they have heard, gpprove of the Bill that |
amingtructed to introduce for your consderation. Now,
to come back to the spot where the hon. member
interjected his remark. Thisis an dmost unprecedented
motion. If you look through the records of this Coundil
I think it will be very difficult to find any casein which
leave has been refusd to introduce a Bill for the
condderation of the Coundil. All theremarksof the hon.
mover and seconder of the motion and of the hon.
Colonia Secretary on thisBill have been directed not to
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the motion, which was a respectful request to the
Coundil for leave to introduce a Bill, but to what may
be cdled the principle of the Bill. Now, gr, thisis not
thetimeto discussthe principle of the Bill. Thehouseis
pledged to nothing; | ask no more then leave to
introduce this Bill. Despite the remarks of the hon.
gentlermen who St oppodite thisis not the time to ether
acogpt or refuseit. It has not reached that stage yet. Al |
ask isthat the Council give meleaveto bring inthe Bill
and | will afterwards | think, be able to bring home to
their knowledge facts which | believe after they hear
and digest they will find worthy of condderation. |
goped to the hon. Mgor-Generd to withdraw this
motion, because | am sure he had no conception of the
effect it would have; but if it is not withdrawn | ask that
it bergected.

The GoverRNOR—Thereis no necessity for amotion
such asthis A negativewill bequite aufficient.

The Coundil divided with the following result.—For
the firg reeding—Mr. Dickson, Mr. Stewart, Mr. We
Yuk, Dr, Ho Ka, Sr C. P Chater, Dr. Atkinson, Mr.
Chatham, Commander Rumsgy, Mr. Thomson, Sir
Henry Berkdey and Mr. May; agansg—Mgor-Generd
Gacoigne and Mr. Shewan.

FORESHORESAND SEA-BED ORDINANCE.

The ATTORNEY -GENERAL moved the second
reading of the Bill entitled an Ordinance to amend the
Foreshores and Sea-Bed Ordinance No. 21 of 1901,
and to reped sub-section (1.) of section 1 of Ordinance
No. 11 of 1902. He sad —The ressons for the
introduction of this Bill are st out in the objects and
reason ettached to the Bill, which are as falows—To
reduce the period of notice required by the firgt proviso
to section 3 of Ordinanco No. 21 of 1901 from three
months to one month. The reduction is desired because
it has been found unnecessary and inconvenient in
practice to require such along period of notice as three
months to be given before the Governor can grant
Crown lesses of foreshore or sea-bed. | now move, i,
that thisBill beread asecond time.

The CoLONIAL SecreTARY Seconded, and the
motion wasagreed to.

The Coundil then went into committee on the Bill,
and a new dause having been added the third reading
was not taken when the Coundil resumed.

LAND CLAIMSIN THENEW TERRITORY.

The Council went into committee on the Bill entitled
an Ordinance to fadlitate the hearing, determination,
and settlement of land daims in the New Teritories to
establish aLand Court, and for other purposes.

Section 2 as printed was the subject of a series of
amendments proposed by the Hon. Dr. Ho



Ka and the Hon. R. Shewan, having for their object the
dimination of the retrogpective character of the section.

Hon. Dr. Ho Kal addressed the Councl a
condgderable length, pointing out inter alia that under
Ordinance 47 of 1902, adamant whose clam to land
has been dlowed by the Land Court had a permanent
heritable and transferable right of use and occupancy in
his land, and moved that the words "provided that it is
within three months after the decison given by the
Land Court" be inserted between the words "of the
principa Ordinance" and "upon good cause shown.”

Hon. R. SHewaN seconded the amendment.

The ATTORNEY -GENERAL replied, pointing out that
the object of the Government in making the section
retrogoective was to enableit to use the power of apped
which by inadvertence had not been given in the
principa Ordinance to the Crown, whichwasaparty in
redity to every case before the Land Court, whileit had
been given to ordinary damants before the Court, and
the power of goped was only desired in certain specid
casss that had occurred in New Kowloon, and the
CoLoNIAL SECRETARY pointed out that the Ordinance
No. 47 of 1902 did not gpply to New Kowloon.

The Council divided, when there voted—¥or the
amendment—Dr. Ho Ka, Mr. Shewan, Mr. Wea YUk,
and Mgor-Generd Gascoigne and againg — Mr.
Sewat, Sr C. P Cheter, Mr. C. W. Didkson, Dr.
Atkinson, Mr. Chatham, Commander Rumsgy, Mr.
Thomson, Sir Henry Berkdey and Mr. May. The
amendment waslost by amgjority of 2 votes

Hon. R. SHewaN next moved thet after the words
"Attorney-Generd” the words "or any one of the
paties’ beadded.

The Council divided, when there voted—For the
amendment—Mr. Shewan, Dr. Ho Ka, Mr. We Yuk,
Mr. Dickon, Mr. Sewat, and Mgor Gengd
Gascoigne; and againgt—Sir O. P, Chater, Dr. Atkinson,
Mr. Chetham, Commeander Rumsey, Mr. Thomson, Sir
Henry Berkdley and Mr. May. The amendment was
lost by amgjority of 1 vote.

Hon. Dr. Ho Kal next oved tha the words
"heretofore made or" in the 5th line of the section be
deleted.

The Council divided, when there voted—¥or the
amendment—Dr. Ho Ka, Mr. Shewan, Mr. Wea Yuk
and Mgor-Gengd Gasooigne and agang — Mr.
Stewart, Mr. Dickson, Sr C. P Chater, Dr. Atkinson,
Mr. Chetham, Commeander Rumsey, Mr. Thomson, Sir
Henry Berkdley and Mr. May.

Coundil then resumed and the Bill wasthen reported
with amendments

SUPPLEMENTARY ESTIMATES,

The Coundil went into committee on the Bill entitled
an Ordinance to authorise the Appropriation of a
supplementary sum of $800,201.40 to defray the
Chargesof the Year 1902.
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No dterdtions having been mede, the Bill, on the

Coundil resuming, wasread athird time and passed.
RENT RECOVERY IN THE NEW TERRITORY.

The Coundil went into committee on the Bill entitled
an Ordinance to reped the New Territories Rent-
Recovary Ordinance, 1902, and to meke other
provisonsin lieu thereof.

On the Council resuming, the Bill was read a third
time and passed.

THE PUBLIC WORKS STAFF

Hon. R SHewaN —Sir, | beg to move the
adjournment of the debate in order to cdl attention to
the answer | received from the Colonid Secretary to
my quedion. Time dter time the Public Works
Department has been severdy criticised for not doing
itswork properly, and time after time—

HIS ExceLLency—Might | suggest to the hon.
member thet he is hardly in order. This moving of the
adjournment of the debate for the purpose of cdling
atention to any matterswould be better done, and more
completely, by bringing forward a specific motion. If |
might suggest it to the hon. member, in any metter
which he wishes to debate or have thoroughly threshed
out it would be better to have some resolution on the
paper, and then the Colonid Secretary or the Director of
Public Works, as the case may be, will give you a
satisfactory answer. | think that on condderation the
hon. member will see that is the better thing to do, and
that the metter can then be more thoroughly gone into.
Any answer you have received and object to can be
debated, and it will be more sdidactory than a
Satement made on the gour of the moment.

Hon. Mr. SHewan— should be happy to do as you
sugges, g, but | shdl not be present a the next Council
mesting. | Smply wish to record my—

The ATTORNEY -GENERAL— beg, g, to move thet
the House do now adjourn.

HisExceLLENCY—NO, no.

The ATTORNEY -GENERAL—I havetheright to move
that.

His ExceLLeEncY—The hon. member [Hon. Mr.
Shewan| ismaking amation.

The ATTORNEY -GENERAL—He has moved the
adiournment of the debate | am moving the
adjournment of the Council.

His ExceLLENCY—The hon. member must be heard,
and | trugt he undergtands thet | do not wish to curtail
hisremarksin any way.

Hon. Mr. SHEwaN—I simply wish to express the
opinion that the Government are taking a great
respong bility upon themselvesin flying in the face of
that Commission—a Commission on which the
previous Colonial Secretary sat. Now the present
Colonial Secretary simply ignores the
recommendations of the previous Colonid Secretary
and the other gentlemen



on that Commission, and | wish now to express my
emphatic dissent from the action of the Government.
When the public complain in future to the Director of
Public Works that the work is not properly done, the
reply will be that he has not a sufficent g&ff, and
therespongbilty for his not having a sufficient saff will
now rest with the Government.

The CoLoNIAL SEcReTARY—SIT, | should liketo say
afew words, if | may. One of the points that came up
before the Public Works Department was whether
outsde firms should be employed or not. The decison
was no and the reinforcement of the Department was
with the object of carying out dl the work
departmentdly. But a very large work indeed, the
Kowloon waterworks, is in the hands of Messs
Denison, Ram & Gibb. The Pogt Office and other
offices have been desgned by an outsde firm, other
work—the Bacteriologicd Inditute—has been given
out, and | may say for the informetion of the Council
that Government will have to pay as commisson to
Mess's. Denison, Ram & Gibb something like $80,000
for doing thework of the Public Works Department.

Thisended the discussion.

FINANCE COMMITTEE,

A meding of the Fnance Committee was held
immediatdy after the Coundil, the Colonid Secretary,
Hon. E H. May, CM.G., presding.

Thefollowing voteswere agreed to-—

CATTLE DEPOT EXTENSION.

The Governor recommended the Council to vote a
sum of $25,000 in ad of the vote for "Cattle Depbt
Extenson” under Public Works Extraordinary.

PUBLIC WORKS.

The Governor recommended the Council to vote a

sum of $29,000 in ad of the votes for the following
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items under "Public Works, Annudly Recurrent
Expendituré'—

Maintenance of Public Cametery................ $2,000.00

Maintenance of PrayaWal and Fiers......... 6,000.00

Maintenance of Lighthouses...........cuveeeen. 2,000.00

MiscalanEoUS SAVICES......eeeeeeeeeeeeseseis 3,000.00

Weater Works, Miscdlaneous.........eeceeeenennne 16,000.00
[ 0.r= (R $29,000.00
HOSPITAL EXTRAS

The Governor recommended the Coundil to vote a
aum of $334.63 in ad of the vote for Persond

Emoluments Medicd Departments—
Kennedy Town Hospitd—
Increesesto Sdariesof Permanent Saff ~ $108.00
Sdariesfor Temporary St .......ceeveveenee 174.63
$282.63
Hospitd Hulk Hygeia-—
Sdaiesfor Temporary St ... $52.00
J1[o.7: ISSU— $334.63
PRAYA EAST RECLAMATION.

The Governor recommended the Coundil to vote a
sum of $28,000 in ad of the vote for Praya East
Reclamation under Public Works Extraordinary.

TREE-PLANTING.

The Governor recommended the Coundil to vote a
sum of $1,600in aid of the votefor Tree Planting under
Other Chages Botanicd and Afforegation
Department.

MEDICAL DEPARTMENT CHARGES.

The Governor recommended the Council to vote a
sum $460 in ad of the vote under "Other Charges”
Medicd Depatments—

Nursng Inditute.

Rent of Temporary Quarters
Thiswasdl thebusness.




