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28 MARCH, 1904.

PrRESENT—

His EXCELLENCY THE OFFICER
ADMINISTERING THE GOVERNMENT, F. H. MAy,
CMG.

His EXCELLENCY MAJOR-GENERAL VILLIERS
HatToN, C.B. (Commanding the Troops).

Hon. A. M. THomson (Acting Colonid
Secretary).

Hon. Sir H. S. BERELEY (Attorney-Generd).

Hon. L. A. M. JoHnstoN (Acting Colonid
Treesurer).

Hon. A. W. BRewIN (Regidrar-Generd).

Hon. Captain L. A. W. BARNES-LAWRENCE
R.N. (Harbour Madter).

Hon. W. CHatHAm (Director of Public
Works).

Hon. Sir C. P. CHATER, CM.G.

Hon. Dr. Ho Kai, CM.G.

Hon. WE A Yuk.

Hon. GERSHOM STEWART.

Mr. R. E Jonnston (Acting Clek of
Councils).

FINANCIAL.

The AcTING COLONIAL SECRETARY laid onthe
table Finandad Minutes (Nos 19 and 20) and
moved that they be referred to the Finance
Committee.

The AcTiING CoLoNIAL TREASURER Seconded,
and the mation was agreed to.

EMPLOYMENT OFPILOTS.

The HARBOUR MAsTER moved the fird
reeding of a Bill entited An Ordinance to
provide for and regulate the Employment of
Rlots

The AcTING COLONIAL SECRETARY Seconded,
and themotion was agreed to.

The objects and reasons atached to this Bill
are as follows—This Bill is desgned with the
object of exercdisng certan control over the
exiging so-caled Rlots of the Colony, and thus
edablish a properly condituted Filot Service
While no naturd difficulty presents itsdlf in the
navigation of these waters it is a wdl-known
fact that men are lagdy employed for the
purpose, in vessds udng the Port, though
doubtless ds0 the madters are glad of thar
sarvices for berthing their vessds, etc. Such
being the case, it has been deemed expedient
that desrable persons only should be employed
as pilots if duly qudified. This Bill makes
provison for the same, while it safeguards the
service being one of option to theemployers.

HILL DISTRICT RESERVATION.

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL moved the first
reeding of a Bill entitled An Ordinance for the
Resarvaion of a Resdentid area in the Hill
Didtrict.

The AcTING COLONIAL SECRETARY Seconded,
and themotion was agreed to.
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The objects and reasons of this Bill are as follows—
This meesure has &s its object the reservaion of that
portion of the Idand of Hongkong commonly known as
"the Peak" as a place of residence for persons other than
Chinese. Theresarvation of thisdidtrict isdesirablein order
that a hedthy place of resdence may be presarved for dl
those who are accusomed to a temperate dimate and to
whom life in the tropics presents the disadvantage of an
unnaturd environmert.

BANISHMENT.

The Atrorney-General moved the firg reeding of a
Bill entitted An Ordinance to amend Ordinance No. 8 of
1882 entitled "The Banishment and Conditiona Pardons
Ordinance, 1882."

The Acting CoLoniAL Secretary Seconded, and the
motion was agreed to.

ThisBill isto empower the Governor in Coundl, in the
interests of order and good government, to remove from
the Colony persons who dter they have acquired by
naturalization the status of British subjectsbecome asource
of danger to the peace, order and good government of the
Colony. TheBill provides thet in case of the banishment of
any naturaized person his satus as a British subject shdll
ipso facto be sugpended or cancelled as the case may be.
Power is resrved to His Mgedy to disdlow any
uspendon or cancdldion of neturdization. Somewhat
smilar legidaion hes been adopted in the Sraits
Sdtlements. The object of the Bill is the prevertion of
crime in the New Territories. There are in that portion of
the Colony many bad characters who go about in armed
gangs robbing the peacegble inhabitants. There have of late
been numerous cases in which inhabitants of the New
Territory have been convicted of armed robberies on junks
and boats and of robberies with violence in the night-time
on land and afloat with and without arms. It is desirable
that power should be taken to banish, if necessary, such
persons after they have undergone imprisonment. There
are ds0 casesin which persons guilty of the serious crimes
mentioned, though well known, escape punishment on
account of the difficulty, for fear of reprisds in getting
witnessesto come forward againg them in the Law Courts.
Asthe law gands such persons, though a constant menace
to peace and good order, cannat be banished if naturdized
subjects by operation of the Lease of the New Territoriesor
otherwise. The present Bill gives power to ded by way of
banishment with such bad characters and it isbelieved thet
when they learn that they may be banished from the
Taritory the effect for good upon them will be
condderable.

BILLS POSTPONED.

The only other items on the orders of the day were the
second reading of the Bill entitled An Ordinance to amend
the Prepared Opium Ordinance, 1891; and committee on
the Bill entitled An Ordinance to endble effect to be given
in this Colony to a Convertion sgned the fifth day of
March nineteen hundred and two in relation to sugar.

The ATtTorNEY-GENERAL asked the permisson of the
houseto dlow these itemsto be postponed till alater sitting
of the Coundil.

Thispermisson wasgranted.
The Council adjourned sinedie.

FINANCE COMMITTEE.

A mesting of the Finance Committee was held &fter the
Council, the Acting Colonid Secretary (Hon. A. M.
Thomson) presiding.

LAND COURT.

The Officer Adminigering the Government
recommended the Coundil to vote a sum of $13,801 in
accordance with the revised Edimate for the Land Court,
New Territory:—

(2555007 N =110[0100'5 0 - $10,881
10107 @ 007> 0= 2920
[ [0.7= R $13,801

A return was laid on the table containing the revised
egimate for 1904, showing the excess over the origind
etimateto be $7,746.80.

The CHairviaN explained that when the estimates for the
present year were made it was thought that Sx months
would be sufficient in which to finish the work. Since then
it hed been ascertained that therewas Hill alarge amount of
work to do, chiefly in the way of regigering and revising.
Thedeciding of the digputed titles had mostly been finished.
The work was now being pushed on as fest as possble,
and it was hoped it would be got through in a
comparaively short time.

Thevotewas passed.
PUBLIC WORKS

The Officer Adminigering the Government
recommended the Coundil to vote a sum of $1,895.84 in
ad of the vote Public Works Recurrent, Miscdllaneous
Works, to dear off dl liadilities in connection with the
condruction of the Victoria Hospitdl.

The CHairmaN said this vote was necessary because the
work had not been completed lagt year when the necessary
provison was madefor it.

Thevotewas passed.
Therewasno other busness.




