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19w APRIL, 1904.

PrEsENT—

His Excellency THE OrAcER ADMINISTERING  THE
GovernvenT, FE H. May, CM.G.

His ExceLLency MAXOR-GENERAL VILLIERS HaTTon, C.B.
(Commanding the Troops).

Hon. A. M. THomson (Colonia Secretary).

Hon. Sir H. S. BerceLey (Attorney-Generd).

Hon. L. A. M. Jornston (Colonid Tresaurer).

Hon. A. W. BrewiN (Regidrar-Generd).

Hon. Captain L. A. W. BarnesLawrence RN.
(Harbour Magter).

Hon. P. N. H. Jones (Director of Public Works).

Hon. Sir C. P Crater, CM.G.

Hon. Dr. HoKai, CM.G.

Hon. Wa A Yuk.

Hon. H. E. PoLLock, K.C.

Mr. R. F. Jornston (Clerk of Coundils).

NEW MEMBER.

Hon. P.N. H. Jones, Director of Public Works, was duly
swvorn and took and his seat as an Officid Member of
Coundil.

ANANCIAL.

The CoLoniaL Secremary lad on the table Financid
Minutes (Nos. 21 to 23) and moved that they be referred to
the Finance Committee.

The CoLoniAL TrReasuReR Seconded, and the motion was
agreed to.

The CoLoniAL SecreTARY laid on the table the Report of
the Finance Committee (No. 4), and moved itsadoption.

The CoLoniAL TReasuReR Seconded, and the motion was
agreed to.

PAPERS

The CoLoniAL SecreTARY laid on the table the following
sessona papers—Report of the Director of Public Works
for the year 1903, despatch from the Secretary State on
tropical dissases research, financid returns for the year
1903, returns of the Subordinate Court for the year 1903,
report on the Hedlth and Sanitary condition of the Colony
for the year 1903, and the Blue Book for the year 1903.

NOTICE OF QUESTIONS

Hon. Mr. PoLLock—Your Excdlency, | beg to give
notice that | shall ask certain quegtions a next mesting of
Coundil of which | gave natice on Friday lagt. | undersand
the Government is not prepared to answer these questions
now. | beg to give natice that | shdl ask them at next
mesting.

His Exca.Lency—The Clerk hasthe questions?

Hon. Mr. PoLLock—Yes

EMPLOYMENT OF ALOTS

The AtTorNEY-GENERAL Moved the second reeding of
the Bill entitled an Ordinance to provide for and regulate
the Employment of Pilots He ssid—The object of thisBill
isto provide for the exercisng of control over personswho
practise as pilots in the waters of the Colony. There is a
present, | undergtand, a so-cdled pilat service, but the men
who ply for hire as pilots are not licensed or qudified inthe
sene of having passed under examination or hed the
aoprova of any person competent to say whether the man
offering his sarvices as a pilot knows anything of what he
undertakes to do. In one sense it may be sad that a place
like this does not require pilots; the navigation is open, and
thereisno need to have pilatsto bring shipsinto Hongkong
or teke them out. But gpparently the Harbour is 0
extremdy crowded and the difficulties of finding berths so
condderable, that the Government has been approached by
the shipping community and asked to provide some
safeguard that persons who offer themsdves for pilots
within the waters of the Colony shdl know what to do.
That gpplication was congdered, with the result that this
Bill has been brought in. There is no compulson for
anyone to take a pilat, nor will taking a pilot exempt the
ship that takes him from any consequences that may occur
from oollison or othewise Government accepts
absolutely no responsibility in the matter. People arefreeto
take a pilot or not as they please What the Government
wantsto doisto seethat no one shdl offer hissarvicesasa
pilot who is not reasonably considered to be cgpdble of
performing the duties of a pilot. | think, thet the messure
whichisanew one, will befound useful initsgpplication.

The CoLoniAL Secremary seconded, and the motion was
agread to.

The Council then went into committee on the Bill and
conddered it dause by dause, only a few minor
amendmentsbeing made.

On the Coundil resuming, the Bill was reed athird time
and passed on the motion of the ATTorNEY-GENERAL,
seconded by the CoLonAL SecrETARY.

HILL RESERVATION.

The Attorney-GeneraL moved the second reading of
the Bill entitled an Ordinance for the Reservation of a
Residential Areain the Hill Digtrict. He said:—Sir, the
necessity for this measure and the expediency of passing
suchameasureis, | think, very cearly if succinctly stated
in the objects and reasons gppended to the Ordinanceitsdlf.
It will be found stated there that " The reservation of this
digrictisdesrablein order that ahedthy place of resdence
may be preserved for all those who are accustomed to a
temperate climate and to
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whom life in the tropics presants the disadvantage of an
unnaturd environment.”" Of course, itisknown to everyone
thet dl persons of European birth and extraction are ligble
to suffer and do suffer more or less when they are obliged
to live continuoudy under conditions of temperature and
environment which are to them unnaturd—conditions of
life such as are to be found in dl tropica countries, and
which are a al timestrying to those who are forced to live
in the lower levds of tropicd places But tha
inconvenience and that danger which exigs everywhere is
accentuated in this idand of Hongkong by the necessity,
arisgng from a regricted area, which compes the dense
populdion to live together dosdy crowded. It is
unavoideble as far as | can see that the lower levels should
be under this unenviable necessity, which is due to the fact
of the regtricted areain which thousands have to live where
thereisonly room for hundreds Now thisfactisdueto this
other fact: tha the continued influx of Chinee into
Hongkong is enormous, atracted here as they are by the
fact that they possess security to life and property to a
grester extent than can be obtained e sawherein this part of
the Eagt. WA, Sir, we welcome the Chinese who like to
come here, and we put no limit upon ther numbers
Consequently it is not possible to reserve within the limits
below the line which is ordinarily known as the 700 feat
contour any areawithin which the conditions of hedithy life
can be found as arule We want as many people to come
here and live and trade and promote the prosperity of
themsdlves and the country as choose to come. We, a the
same time, wish and everyone, | think, in this honourable
coundil, or outsde of it, wishes to presarve as area capeble
of being inhebited without theat dose crowding whichin dl
countries is derimentd, but especidly so in a tropicd
courtry, asthisoneis This crowding in goes on every day,
and will continue to go on. The vagt mgjority of the people
who come here—of Chinese people, have never lived on
the upper levels therefore the Government in casting about
for an areathat issintablefor areservation have determined
on a locdity which has never hitherto been occupied by
Chinese. We propose by this Bill to resarve an areawithin
the Pegk Didrict which shdl be free from the speculaive
buil der, because asthe pressure goes on from year to yeer it
may come to pass that houses that have not o far existed
there—may in future find their way to the Pesk. It may be
that the speculator ingtead of going over to Kowloon side
would go up to the Pesk, and conditions would be created
tha would and introduce the conditions that are
undesirable, and which now exist bdow. Therefore, | say
that those who support the proposition thet it isdesirable, if
possible, that an area uch as | have referred to should be
reserved will, no doubt, say that the best place to chooseis
the place we have chosen; that is the Pegk Didrict. The
Government has therefore decided to ask the Coundil to

pass this Bill. It is cbvious to any one who reads the Bill
thet it does not restrict Chinese from building on the Pesk.
It will be observed that dause 5 enables the Governor in
Coundil to exempt any Chinese from the operation of the
ordinance. The object is not to prevent Chinese as such
from living on the Pegk, but to preserve a place that cannot
be overcrowded. | movethat thisBill be now read a second
time

The CoLoNAL SecreTARY Sseconded.

The Hon. Dr. Ho Kai—Sir, the Bill, the second
reading of which has been just moved, has a decided
savour of the nature of class legidation, and epecidly
againg the Chinese, and, as such, it should be my duty to
oppose it in as strong a manner as possible; but, at the
same time, Sir, | have had the reasons carefully
explained to me for the necessity of such aBill. | have
considered these reasons very carefully and | must say,
personally, | am quite convinced of the reasonableness
and expediency of such a measure. The reason put
forward was the limited space for the accommodation of
Europeans at the Peak, and that it was necessary for the
health of Europeansto live at aheight of some hundreds
of feet from the level of the sea, not only for their own
health, but that of their wives and families epecialy the
children, Having considered that carefully, | for myself
certainly think a concession from the Chinese would not
only be graceful but judtifiable, and | asamember of the
Chinese community, and | believe my colleague al o,
agreed to offer no opposition to this Bill, but will be glad
to consent to a measure by which we know the health
and happiness of a large section of the European
community will be promoted—the section upon which
the prosperity and wellbeing of this Colony so much
depends, and by yielding them the principle of thisBill
we are really promoting not only their welfare, but the
welfare of the whole of this Colony. So far then, we do
not propose to offer any opposition to this Bill, but as|
am here representing the Chinese, the Chinese
community, of course, have something to say to thisBill.
In order to ascertain their views—those of the leading
members only—manifestly it isimpossible for usor for
the Government even to ascertain the views of the
Chinesein general, nor do | think it isimperative or
necessary to do so—a series of meetings of the leading
Chinese was held to consider the Bill, and to sum up,
shortly, theresult of it | wish to state that the majority
have, after three meetings, instructed us, or let us know
by resolution, that they would not oppose this Bill
because they had had the reasons explained to them and
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they thought, | suppose, the reasons were sufficient, but at
the same time unanimoudy they have requested the
Government to be 0 good as to dter somewhat the
phrassology of the Bill. In Committee | hope | will be eble
to lay before the Council some suggedions as to the
dteration of the Bill which, if found by the Councl not
objectionable and quite as effective in carying out the
principle of Bill, I hope every member of this Council will
consant to unless he can point out a good resson for
coming to any other concluson for the sake of unanimity
and for the stisfaction of those Chinese who have s far
granted this concesson. There was a minority in these
mestings who are quite uncompromising, who are deed
agang the principle of this Bill, and on no account would
support a Bill of this kind; but, as the mgority have
expressed their willingness to fdl in with the principle of
the Bill, should cartain terms of the Bill be dtered, | think
my colleague and mysdf will be judtified in offering no
opposition to this Bill. In Committee | hope afair hearing
shdl be accorded me, and if what | propoe as an
amendment meet with the gpprova of the Coundil | hope
that a change in the phrassology will be conceded. With
thesefew remarks| do not offer any oppostion.

Hon. We Yuk—Sir, | beg to say | quite agree with whet
my senior colleague has been saying, and | beg to support
what he has said dready in his gpeech.

Hon. Mr. PoLLock—Your Excdlency, | have very much
pleasure now in supporting this Bill and perhaps as | wes
one of the gentlemen who were gpproached in connection
with the drafting of the petition from owners of property at
the Pegk, the petition upon which the present Bill is
founded, | may date, Sir, thet there was no intention at dl
on the part of the moversin this of introducing anything in
the way of dass legidation agang the Chinee The
grounds upon which we moved were Smply and solely the
question of the public hedlth. We recognised, as the hon.
and learned Attorney-Generd has pointed out, thet it was
imperativein this Colony, under the tropical and somewhat
unnaturd conditions under which we live here, that there
should be some reservation on the higher leves for
Europeans and ther wives and families | think, Sir, thet
those members of this Council who have been here like
mysdf during the past 16 or 17 years will redise how
much the Pegk has been developed since the tramway
went up there. You, Sir, will no doubt remember thet before
the Pegk Tramway was opened—which wasaslong ago as
May, 1888—there were only a very few houses up & the
Peak, and gpart from the few a Magazine Gap which were
livedindl the year round, those few who lived on what we
may cdl the Pesk proper never lived there except in the
summer, but came down in the winter. Since the tram has

comeadll that has been dtered. There hasbeen what may be
termed aregular rush of non-Chinese up to the Pegk until at
the presant day, as it is well known, the Stes which are
availablefor fresh houses to be buiilt at the Pegk, epecidly
inview of the land which has very properly been reserved,
is very limited indeed. Therefore | think the hon. and
learned Attorney-Generd night have spoken even more
strongly than he did, for not merdly is it undesirable that
there should be any rush up to the Peak, but one may see
thet in the course of a few years time it would be a very
difficult thing indeed for Europeans a the Pesk to obtain
any fresh gtes Asl have said, there hasbeen aregular rush
of Europeans up to the Pesk. What is the case with regard
to the Chiness? Although the tram was opened some 16
years ago we find now that not a sngle Chinaman except
the dass of domedic servants, etc,, exempted under this
Bill, isliving &t the Pesk. That isavery good proof indeed
thet the Chinese gentlemen have never fdt during the last
16 years ay desreto live up a the Pegk. Therefore, Sir, |
think it is quite clear that there will be no hardship a dl in
enacting such ameasure asthis and | think it is absolutdly
imperative in the interests of those who suffer from the hot
dimate thet they should have this sanatorium to go to, and
therefore | have very much pleasurein supporting this Bill.

His ExceLLEncy,—Gentlemen, | have listened to the
speech of the hon. senior member for the Chinesewith a
great ded of interest, and it affords me agreat deal of
gratification to find that both he and his colleague are able
to support this Bill. When | received the petition asking
for thislegislation | recognised that it was a somewhat
delicate subject, that legidation of thiskind might perhaps
bear the appearance of what has been called class
legidation. But knowing the Chinese community well,
having had many years experience of them, | rlied upon
their sound practical common-sense when | authorised
the introduction of thislegidation. | felt convinced that
when the matter was thoroughly explained to them they
would, asthe majority of them appear to do, recognise
that it isin theinterests of this Colony asawholethat the
European section of it should enjoy a healthy areawhere
they and their wives and their families canreside. | need
not dwell upon the paint, but | may be alowed to remark
thet al of ushereare workers. Thereareno idledronesin
this Colony, and aman will work better, for himsalf first
no doubt, but after adl in the interests of the Colony in the
long run, when he himsdlf and, if married, his wife and
family, arein good hedlth. It also enables Europeans to
keep their familiesin the Colony instead of undergoing
the expense and the anxiety of a
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separation  which would be necesstated and was
necessitated in the past before they found this area a the
Peak where one enjoys a more or less temperate dimate.
The hon. senior member for the Chinese has mentioned
thet there is a minority who il do not view this Bill with
favour. WA, | would only remind that minority of the
various Statutes on the Statute Book by which privileges
are accorded to the Chinese community thet are not
accorded to the European community. | would remind
them of the congant endeavour of this Government,
supported by the willing co-operation of the members of
this Coundil, and the congant efforts mede for the welfare
of the Chinese community. One of the last Ordinances we
passad was a Bill by which this Council amended the law
relding to cubides. Now the cubicle isathing thet touches
the Chinese community very nearly, and we have been
advised by our sanitary advisers not to have any cubidlesa
dl in Chinese tenement-houses, but this hon. Counil,
recognising thet to enforce such alaw in its entirety would
entail grest hardship on the community, modified it by
dlowing a certain number of cubides as a maximum in
eech house | smply mention that as an indication of
concessions made by the Government, supported by this
Council, in the interests of the Chinese community as a
whole, and therefore in the interests of this Colony as a
whole. The hon. senior Chinese member hesindicated thet
he has certain anendments to move in committee, and al |
cansay is| have no doubt they will receivethe very earnest
condderation of this Council; and if we can meet his
wishesin any way it will afford us agrest ded of pleasure
todo 0. (Applause)

The second reading was carried, and the Council wert
into Committee on the Bill.

Section 3 was as follows—After the passing of this
Ordinance the Hill Didrict shal be resarved as a place of
residence for persons other than Chinese, and no Chinese
dhdl, except as hereindfter provided, resde within the
limitsof thesaid Didrict.

Hon. Dr. Ho Kai proposed thet this be deleted and that
there be subdtituted for it a dause to the effect thet after the
pasing of the Ordinance, and subject to dl previous
reservations, it shdl be lanful for Chineseto resdein any
locdity below the 788 feat contour, and, with the consent
of the Governor in Coundil, but not otherwise, in any
locdity within the Pesk digtrict. Therewere many Chinese,
he said, who objected to the wording of the dause. In this
proposed amendment of his the principle of the Bill was
retaned and there could be no reasonable offence in its
wording. The old resarvations were excepted and the
consent of the Governor in Council was necessary. He did
not think there could be any objection to the subdtitution.

His Excatency sad he did not know that the
Government would go 0 far as to dlow Chinese to live
anywhere beyond the reservations; gill more reservations
might become necessary asthe Colony developed.

Hon. Dr. Ho Kai argued that in that case the new laws
would annul thisone.

The AttornEY-GeneraL Said that what Dr. Ho Kai
proposed was exactly what the Bill provided: it wes a
digtinction without a difference. If the purpose of the Bill
could be served there was no necessity to ingst upon any
particular form of words. He proposed to trike out dause 3
and make some dteration in dause 4, which would have
the same effect. He moved that these dauses be struck out
and the following subdtituted as dause 3—It shdl not be
lawful (save in accordance with the providons of this
Ordinance) for any owner, lessee, tenant or occupier of any
land or building within the Hill Didtrict to let such land or
building or any part thereof for the purpose of residence by
any but non-Chinese or to permit any but non-Chinese to
resdeonor insuchland or building.

Thiswasagreed to.

Clause 5 was dlowed to gand as follows—It shdl be
lawful for the Governor-in-Council to exempt any Chinese
from the operation of this Ordinance on such terms as the
Governor-in-Coundil shall think fit.

Congructionad Amendments propasad by the Attorney-
Generd weremadein variousclauses

When the Council resumed,

The AttornEY-GeneraL said he desired to postpone the
second reading of the Bill entitled An Ordinance to amend
Ordinance No. 8 of 1882 ertitled "The Banishmentand
Conditiond Pardons Ordinance, 1882." This was agreed
to.

The Coundcil adjourned till next Tueday.

FINANCE COMMITTEE.

A meding of the Fnance Committee was hdd
immediately after the Council—the Colonid Secretary
(Hon. A. M. Thomson) presiding.

Thefollowing voteswere passed—

TROPICAL DISEASES

The Officer Adminigering the Government
recommended the Coundil to vote asum of $1,200 (a 1s
8d.=£100) in ad of the vote Miscdlaneous Sarvices, being
a contribution for the purpose of continuing the
investigation of tropicd disesses.

PWD. EMOLUMENTS

The Officer Adminigering the Government
recommended the Coundil to vote a sum of $4,19890 in
ad of the vote Public Works Department under Persond
Emoluments and Other Charges, for the following items
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PERSONAL EMOLUMENTS
Executive Engineer a £40 per month,

(42 days hdf pay from 2nd April, 1904, to 13th

May, 1904), = ..orrreerernesesssssssessessssssssssssssessees £27.145
(FUl pay from 14th May, 1904, to 314
December, 1904),= ..reeeeerreneesssssssessesssesseens 3034.7

£330.1904a 1s 8d= $3971.40

OTHER CHARGES CONVEYANCE
ALLOWANCES

Executive Engineer from 14th May, 1904, to
31t December, 1904, a $30 per month= .......
o - [FSR— $4,198.90

PUBLIC WORKS

The Officer Adminigering the Government
recommends the Coundil to vote a sum of $13,700 in ad
of the vote, Public Works Recurrent and Extraordinary, for
thefallowingitems—

PUBLIC WORKS RECURRENT.
Maintenance of public cemetery ............... $4,500
Maintenance of Prayawd| and piers......... 7,200

$11,700

PUBLIC WORKS EXTRAORDINARY.

New Territory survey

Thiswasal thebusness.




