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22v0 SEPTEMBER, 1904,

PrEseNT—

His EREASURER THE GOVERNOR, SR MATTHEW NATHAN,
K.CMG.

Hon. CooneL L. F Brown (Commanding the Troops).

Hon. F H. May, CM.G. (Colonid Secretary).

Hon. E. H. SHare, K.C. (Attorney-Generd).

Hon. L. A. M. Jorinston (Colonid Treasurer).

Hon. A. W. BrRewiN (Registrar-Generd).

Hon. Cgptain L. A. W. BarnesLawrence, RN.
(Harbour Magter).

Hon. P.N. H. Jones (Director of Public Works).

Hon. Sir C. P, CHater, CM.G.

Hon. Dr. HoKai, CM.G.

Hon. Wa A Yuk.

Hon. R. SHewan.

Hon GErRsHoM STEWART.

Hon. W. J. GRessON.

Mr. S. B. C. Ross (Clerk of Coundils.

PAPER

The CoLoniaL SecreTary lad on the table a further
Report by the Government Bacteriologicd and Colonid
Veterinary Surgeon on Catle Diseese in the Colony of
Hongkong.

ANANCIAL.

The CoLoniaL Secremary laid on the table Financid
Minute (No. 48) and moved that it be referred to the
Finance Committee.

The CoLoniaL TreasurER Seconded, and the motion was
agreed to.

The CoLoniAL Secretary laid on the table Report of the
Finance Committee (No. 9) and moved itsadoption.

The CoLoniAL TReasuRer Seconded, and the motion was
agreed to.

ANEW PEAK TRAMWAY.

Hon. Sir PauL CHater moved the firgt reading of a Bill
entitled an Ordinance for authorising the congtruction of a
Tramway within the Colony of Hongkong.

Hon. GersHom StewarT Seconded, and the motion was
agreed to.

WILD BIRDSAND GAME.

The AttorneY-General moved the second reeding of
the Bill entitled an Ordinance to amend the Wild Birds and
Game Presxvation Ordinance, 1885. He sad—Sir, the
purposes of this messure will be seen from the Objectsand
Reasons atached to the Bill. There are two amendments.
Thefirgt of these amendments hasfor its object the making
of the commencement of the dautory dose season for
phessantsand partridges—that isto say, to make the season
during which those birds must not be exposad for sde in
the Colony—coincide with the commencement of the

close season dready recognised in game licences The
present position is somewha anomaous. Game licences
forbid the shooting of birds after the 1 of March—March
fdling within the breeding seeson of these birds—but the
Ordinance permits the sde of birds until the 1t of April,
which means that during the month of March they are
trapped and kept for sde up till the 1t of April. This
incondgtency it is proposad to remove The second
amendment has a double purpose. The firg of these isthe
onel havejus conddered; it dso isto prevent the trapping
of birds in the dose season. As the birds are kept in
confinement for condderable periods, many of those
exposd for sde on the 1t of October, when the sde
becomes pemisshle have been trapped during the
breeding season; o that the second amendment has the
same purpose as the fird, But it dso has an additiond
purpose—the prevention of the crudty which is inflicted
by keeping these hirds in confinement. It is proposed to
exempt from the operation of the Bill the sde of birds as
pets by bird fanciers in which cases no doubt the
conditions under which the birds are kept are better.

The CoLoniAL Secremary seconded, and the motion was
agread to.

The Council went into Committee and conddered the
Bill dause by dause, without making any amendment.

Onthe Council resuming,

The AttornEY-GeneraL moved the third reeding of the
Bill.

The CoLoniAL Secremary seconded, and the motion was
agreed to.

Onthemoation of His EReasuReR the Bill was passed.

TUNGWAHHOSPITAL.

The Attorney-GeneraL moved the second reading of
the Bill entitled an Ordinance for enabling the Tung Wah
Hospital to acquire, hold, mortgage and sell land and
hereditamentsin the Colony of Hongkong. He said—Sir,
—The occasion for this measure isthat the Tung Wah
Hospita for agreat many years— think for more than 30
years—hasbeen investing its surplus fundsin the purchase
of land inthisCalony. In the Bill thereisalist of thelands
which the Tung Wah Hospital at present holds. Doubts
have now arisen asto whether these purchases have been
technically within the powers conferred by the Tung Wah
Hogspital Ordinance, 1870, which authorisesthe purchase
of landsfor the purposes of ahospital, and it isdesirable
that these doubts should be removed and the Tung Wah
Hospital given unquestionable powersin the future to
make such purchases and to sdll, mortgage, and ded with
the land, subject only
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to theredrictionswhich arelaid down inthe Bill.

The CoLoniaL Secrerary seconded, and the motion was
agreed to.

The Bill was then taken into Committee and passad
through that age without amendment.

Onthe Council resuming,

The Attorney-GeneraL moved the third reading of the
Bill.

The CoLoniaL Secrerary seconded, and the motion was
agreed to.

Onthemotion of His EREASURER, the Bill was passed.

THE OPIUM ORDINANCE.

The AttorneY-General moved the second reeding of
the Bill entitted an Ordinance to amend The Prepared
Opium Ordinance, 1891. He sad—Sr,—This is an
amended form of the Bill which has dready been reed
twice before this Council, and the points which are raised
in this measure have, | believe, been very fully discussed
before the Council a former mestings. It is believed that
the new Bill will equitably meet dl those points. | beg to
remind hon. members, Sr, tha owing to the language
which was employed in the principd Ordinance in
defining prepared opium, adl compounds of opium—for
example opium pills and opium wine which were
paticularly mentioned—if they could not be proved to
have been subjected to atificid heat in the process of their
preparation, have hitherto escgped contributing to the
opium revenue; and gpparently the taking of opium in the
form of these compounds has consderably increased of
late in the Colony. That may be seen, | think, from the
drcumgtance tha the mgority of the sgnatories to the
petition presanted to this Council from the deders in
compounds of opium were admittedly those who had dedlt
in these compounds for only avery short period. This new
Bill does severd things. It regulates the sde of these
compounds of opium. It providesthet the importersof such
compounds shall pay a licence fee which shdl go to the
opium farmer. It presarves the exiding trade within the
Colony in atides of this character, dipulaing only that
importers shdl pay aroydty to the opium farmer upon the
actud opium contained in the compounds The new Bill
abolutdy presarves the export trade, as | think, was
promised by the Officer Adminigering the Government in
this Council, and there is a provison in the new Bill
exempting from the operat on of the Ordinance European
and American medicines which may contain opium. |
think, Sr, under the Bill the interests of the existing traders
on the one hand and the Colonid Government and the
opium famer on the other hand have been fairly
consarved.

The CoLoniAL SecreTARY seconded.

His Ereasurer—In view of the discusson that took
place on the Bill which was withdrawn a the last medting

of Coundil, I have conddered very carefully the desirability
of passng a Bill restricting the sde of opium pills and
opiumwine. | have cometo the condusion that such aBill
is necessary. | have no doubt that so long as the sdle of
opium s dlowed in this Colony the policy which will best
advance the interests of the generd community is thet a
maximum revenue should be obtained from a minimum
consumption of the «ar« . The congtantly increased sums
that have been pad for the opium fam tend to the
redisation of this policy. It will however be defeated if
compounds of opium—that is, opium in another form—
can be sold without payment or profit to the opium farmer,
and consequently without contributing to the revenue of
the Colony. There ssems to be no doulbt that the enhanced
price of opium has resulted in an increased sde of these
non-revenue-paying compounds of opium, and it is
therefore desrable that this sdle should be checked. One
argument which was used againgt the checking of thissde
was that the use of these compounds tends to lessening the
consumption of opium itsdf, that is to a lessening of the
opium smoking habit; but no medica evidence has been
adduced, or, | think, could be adduced in support of this
The other objection which was urged formerly to the
principle of the Bill was the vested interests of certain
dedersin the compounds of opium. | hold that where the
unrestricted consumption of any artide is deleterious there
can be no inherent right to the unrestricted sde of that
atide The details of the Bill have been fully explained by
the hon. Attorney-Generd, and it isnot necessary for meto
add anything to what he has said with regard to these
detals

Themotionwas agreed to.

When the Council went into Committee on the Bill it
passed through that Sage without dteration.

The Coundil resuming,

The AttorNEY-GENERAL Moved the third reading of the
Bill.

The CoLoniaL Secremary Seconded, and the motion was
agreed to.

Onthemotion of His EReasurer, the Bill was passed.

PROTECTION OFWOMEN AND GIRLS

The ATTornEY-GeneraL moved the sacond reeding of the
Bill entitled an Ordinance to amend the Protection of
Women and Girls Ordinance, 1897. He said—Sir,—The
purposes of this measure ar to obviate adefect which has
been found in the working of the principa Ordinance, and
dsnto ensblethe Policeto dedl more effectively with the evil
of so-called "dy brothels." There are two amendments
proposed. The purpose of thefirg isthis. At present, under
Section 13—the section whichiit is proposed to amend—of
the principa Ordinance brothel keepers can only be brought
before the Magistrate by summons. This method has
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been found inaufficient. Keepersdisappear on recaving the
summonsand their brothels are carried on of coursein their
absence. It is proposed therefore to empower the
Magidrates to issue warrants for the arres of brothd
keepers Tha is the purpoe of the firg of the two
amendments proposad. The purpose of the second is this
Asthe principd Ordinance now gtands the Magidrate can
only order the brothd to be dosed. He has no further
powers This practicdly imposes vary litle—a any rate
insufficient—inconvenience upon the brothd keepers, who
continue to remove as their houses are continued to be
daosad, and they 0 keep beyond thereech of any pendlty. It
is proposed therefore to revive the provisons, upon this
point, of the Protection of Women and Girls Ordinance,
1889, which imposad a pendty on any person keeping a
brothd for any offenceinduding thefirg offence.

The CoLoniaL Secrerary seconded, and the motion was
agreed.

The Councl dissolved itsdf into Committee and
consdered the Bill dause by dause

Therewere no amendments.
Onthe Council resuming,

The Attorney-GeneraL moved the third reading of the
Bill.

The CoLoniAL Secremary seconded, and the motion was
agreed to.

His Ereasurer moved that the Bill be passed.
Themotionwasagread to.

The Coundil adjourned till Thursday, 29th ingt., a 2.30
p.m.

FINANCE COMMITTEE.

A mesting of the Finance Committee was held &fter the
Council—the Colonid Secretary (Hon. FE H. May, CM.G.)
presiding.

VICTORIA GACL.

The Governor recommended the Council to vote asum
of $4,650 in ad of the vote Victoria Geol, Other Charges,
for thefollowing items—

Provisonsfor prisoners .......cceceveeee.. $3,000
Clothing and shoesfor Gaol Steff ..... 450
SV 00 KS 07> o NS 400

The Crairvan said that this vote was hecessary owing
to theincreased number of prisonersin VictoriaGaol.

Thevotewas passed.

Thiswasal thebusness.




