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27w OCTOBER, 1904.

PrEseNT—

His ExceLLency THE GOVERNOR, SR MATTHEW NATHAN,
K.CM.G.

Hon.,  MAJoR-GENERAL
(Commanding the Troops).

Hon. F. H. May, CM.G. (Colonid Secretary).

Hon. E. H. SHare, K.C. (Attorney-Generd).

Hon. L. A. M. Jorinston (Colonid Treasurer).

Hon. A. W. BrRewiN (Registrar-Generd).

Hon. Cgptan L. A. W. BarnesLawrence, RN.
(Harbour Magter).

Hon. P.N. H. Jones (Director of Public Works).

Hon. Sr C. P CHater, CM.G.

Hon. Dr. HoKai, CM.G.

Hon. We A Yuk.

Hon. R. SHEwaN.

Hon. GErsHom STEWART.

Hon. W. J. GRessoN.

Mr. S. B. C. Ross (Clerk of Councils).

HANANCE REPORT.

The CoLoniAL SecreTaRy brought up the report of the
Finance Committeg, No. 12, and moved its adoption.

The CoLoniaL TrReasurer seconded. The report was
adopted.

ViLLews Harmon  CB.

QUESTIONS

Hon R G. S+ewan gave natice of the following
questions

How hasthe contract for felling treesand carrying away
the wood been let?1sit for alump sumor per picul?

If by the picul, is the weight beng supervised and
checked, and if so, by whom?

Why were not public tendersinvited for it?

Will the Government not take gteps to prevent the
coolies carying on this work, in the cemeeries and
working there on Sundays?

BOUNTY-FED SUGAR

The ATTorNEY-GENERAL proposed the second reeding of
aBill entitled An Ordinance to give effect to Artide VIII.
of the Brussdls Sugar Convention, 1902.

The CoLoNiAL SecreTARY seconded

H.E. THe Governor said—tha in the year 1902 a
convention was made by the representatives of mog of the
European Powers of which the object wasthe restriction of
the bounty feeding of sugar. The Colony was not itdf a
paty of the Convention, and could not become one
without placing therefineriesin bond under the supervision,
night and day, of revenue officers, and without incurring
other inconveniences. But the advantage of having its sugar
admitted into the countries that adhered to the Convertion

at the lowest rate of import duty was secured to the Colony
provided, in thefirgt instance, that no bounty was given by
the Colony to sugar exported, and provided secondly that
the Colony took the necessary steps to prevent sugar that
came from countries that gave bounties passing through it
to countries that were parties to the Convention without it
being dearly shown that the sugar which wasimported had
not origindly been bounty fed. Of course, Hongkong did
not give any bounties on sugar, and as regarded the second
proviso, the Imperid Government had undertaken that it
should befulfilled. Thet undertaking might be given effect
intwo ways FHrg of dl, sugar might be refined in bond, s0
that sugar refined from bounty fed materia could be kept
separate from sugar refined from non-bounty fed meterid,
and every package exported to a Convention country could
have been cartified to be from the latter dass. This method
would be very inconvenient, and dso, therewould ill bea
chance of sugar refined in the Colony being exduded from
countries adhering to the Convertion. The other method
was to exdude any bounty fed sugar from entering the
Colony. That weas the method embodied in the Bill before
the Council. It was not conddered that any inconvenience
would be caused by the prohibition, in view of the fact that
practicaly no bounty fed sugar a present reeched the
Colony. Further, the Bill would assist the object of the
Convertion, an object on which great dress was laid by
His Mgesty's Government, viz., the doing away with the
giving of bounties for the manufacture of sugar.

TheBill wasread asecond time

The Attorney-GeneraL moved that the Coundil go into
Committeeon the Bill.

The CoLoNAL SecreTARY seconded.
The Council went into Committee.

On Clause 2, the Attorney-Generd moved that the firgt
line should read—"When it has been reported by the
Permanent Commission, and notified in the Gazette," etc.

Theamendment was adopted.

Hon. GersHom Srewarr—How are you to enforce the
lest sentence—"Any person importing into the Colony
ugar from such foreign country shdl be guilty of a breach
of this Ordinance?' There is no means of knowing what
shipsbring.

The HarBoUR MAsTER—\We have dway's power to take

the manifest, and by that means we should discover what
they have on board.

The AttorNEY-GeENERAL—Regulaions are to be made
under thisordinanceto carry out it provisons

Hon. R. G. Steaan—There is no possihility of judging
from the ship's manifest that the suger isdirect or indirect.
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The CoLoniaL Secrerary—If the hon. member looks &
the next section he will seethat regulaionsareto bemade.

H.E. the Governor— s2e no reason for cultting out any
of theprovisionsof this section.

Hon. R. G. SHewan—It will mean agreat ded of extra
work.

Clause 2 was passed.

On dause 3, which reed asfollows—

It shdl be lawful for the Governor-in-Council, from
time to time as he shdl think fit, to make revoke and vary
regulations for the purposes of this Ordinance, and in
particular for the purpose of requiring thet the origin of al
sugar imported into the Colony shdl be proved by such
certificate or other evidence as the said reguldions shall
provide. The said regulations shdl be published in the
Gazette, and shdll thereupon become as vaid asif inserted
inthisOrdinance,

Hon. R. G. Stewan said—That will Smply mean atax
on sugar. It will be an extra expense on the Colony to find
out wherethe sugar comesfrom.

The CoLoniaL SecreTary—t is in the interests of the
suger industry of the Colony.

Hon. R. G. Stewan—It is not in the interests of the
Colony itsdf. Are we stting here in the interests of the
sugar industry of the Colony?

The CoLoniaL Secretary—It is one of the largest
indudtries of the Colony.

Hon. R. G. Ssewan—It may be one of the largest, but it
isnot the greatest in the Colony.

The AtTorney-GeneraL—Indo-China is excluding our
ugar because we have not yet complied with the
Convention.

H.E. the Governor—I think the hon. member hes
hardly studied thisquestion.

Hon. R. G. Siewan—! have not studied the question,
but | have ligened to the answers of the Colonid Secretary
who saysthishasto be done.

The CoLoniaL Secrerary—It is a pity the hon. member
did not read the Blue book about this question. He obtained
permissionto get it from meand then wrote and said he did
not wart it.

The Governor—Does the hon. member not wish to
carry out theterms of the Convention?

Hon. R. G. SHewan—~No.

Hon. Gersiom Stewart —| did not know what
meachinery the Colony had. We pride oursdves upon being
afree port, and | was wondering how we could enaure the
carrying out of these provisons

The Governor—The hon. member the Harbour Master
answered thet question.

Clause 3 wasthen passd.

TheBill passed through Committee, and on the Council
resuming the Bill wasread athird time and passed.

IMBECILE PERSONS

The ATToRNEY-GENERAL, in moving the second reading
of a Bill entitted An Ordinance to amend the Imbecile
Persons Introduction Ordinance, 1903, said—This is to
amend the Ordinance which was passed in January of the
present year, and the ressons for doing S0 are thregfold as
shown in the "objects and reasons’ appended to the Bill.
Thefirg purposeisto remove any doubt as to whether the
principd Ordinance gpplies to natives of Hongkong, and
by the very principle on which the Ordinance itdf is
founded we could not reasonably expect other countriesto
beer the burden of our own native imbeciles The second
purpose of the amending Bill is to exdude Chinese from
the operation of the principd Ordinance. The Chinese have
not in fact created any difficulty in this matter, and it wes
not the case of the Chinese which the principa Ordinance
was designed to meet. We have dready a sysem which
has proved satifactory in deding with their cases The
third purpose of the Ordinance is forma but necessary to
avoid any possible conflict with the Chinaand Japan Order
in Council 1865, which provides that in catain events
which need not be specified we have to receive British
subjects deported from China It is obligaory on
Hongkong to receive British subjects so deported from
China. ThisOrdinanceisnot meant to dash with thet. | beg
to move the second reading.

The CoLoniaL SecreTaRY seconded.

The Bill passad the second reading and the Coundil
went into Committee.
Ondause 2, which read asfollows—

Section 4 of the principa Ordinance shdl be amended
by the addition of the following words at the end thereof:—

"nor to natives of the Colony, nor to persons of Chinese
nationdity, nor to persons deported from China under the
provisons of the Chinaand Japan Order in Council, 1865,"

Hon. R. G. SHewaN said—Are Chinese imbecilesto be
dlowed to enter the Colony? We dont want imbecile
Chineehere

The Governor—Thisisapoint thet was specidly asked
for by the Chamber of Commerce, and as | thought it right
to mest their wishes, the words "nor to persons of Chinese
Nationdity" hasbeeninserted inthe Clause.

Hon. R. G. S4ewan—The Chamber of Commerce is
not the whole colony, and | cannot bdieve even the
Chamber of Commerce wishes imbecile Chinese in the
Colony any more than anybody dsedoes

The CoLoniaL SecreTarv—The Chamber of Commerce
expressd the feding that this should bein the Bill.

Hon. R. G. SHewan—It is no reason that because they
wish athing they should get it. | would come forward with
some wishes tomorrow if | thought the Governor would
grant them.

The Bill passed Committee, Hon R. G. Shewan
dissenting.
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The ATTorNEY-GENERAL Moved, if no member objected,
thethird reeding of the Bill.

Hon R. G. SHewan objected, and the third reeding was
postponed.

CHURCH OF ENGLAND IN HONGKONG
AND CHINA.

The AtTorNEY-GENERAL proposed the second reeding of
aBill, entitied An Ordinanceto encble the Trustees of Saint
John's Cathedrd Church in Hongkong to hold and ded
with property for the purpose of promoating the work of the
Church of England in Hongkong and China. Hesaid—The
occadon for this Bill is thet there is no locd body
possessing agenerd power to hold property for the use of
the Church of England, and the need for such a body
gopears to have been for some time fdt. There is dreedy
property within the diocese belonging to the Church of
England, or which has been devoted to the use of the
Church of England, and in dl probability as time goes on
there will be more property in that podtion. At present dl
such property is vested in privae individuds an
arrangement that is obvioudy, | think, unsatisfactory. It is
proposed to conditute a permanent corporate body in
which property of this kind can be vegted, both for the
security of the property and for fadility in such deding with
it as may from time to time be necessary. The only exiging
body available for this purpose is the church body called
the trustees of Saint John's Cathedra Churchin Hongkong,
and this body has under the Cathedra Ordinance certain
powers. It has now expressed a desire or willingness to
have these powers enlarged as contemplated by this Bill.
The purpose of the Bill therefore is to give the Church
body legd power to acquire any property that they may
desire to acquire for the use of the Church. The Ordinance
will not hand over any property to the Church body—that
is not its purpose. It merdy endbles the Church body to

hold any property which it may acquire.

Hon. R. G. Steaan—May | ask if this body can be
authorised to ded with property of the Church of England
in Hongkong and dso in China?

The ATttorNey-GeneraL —We have practicdly no
power of enforcing any rights that such a body might
obtain in regpect of property in Ching, but it is a common
practice to confer these powers for what they are worth
over property wherever Stuated. If a corporate body is
ecidly condituted S0 that it cannot hold property abroad
it isclear that it cannot in any event do s, All wecando is
to say—"You are ettitled to hold property anywhere you
likeand S0 far asyou can do it we give you the power to do
0." We cannot enforce the rights of the Church body in
China, but we can tdl them—"You are entitled to hold
property thereif you think it expedient to do so."

Hon. R. G. SHewan—The title does not say thet we
enablethemto ded with property in China

The Governor—! suggest that the hon. member should
bring up the question of thetitlein Committee.

The Bill passed the second reading, hon. R. G. Shewan
dissenting.

The Council went into Committee onthe Bill.

Inreply to afurther question by the Hon. R. G. Shewan.

The Attorney-GeneraL said that while the Coundil
could not enforce the rights of the Church body over
property in China they could authorise it to hold such
property if it desired to do so.

Hon. Dr. Ho Kal supported the Attorney-Generd.

The Bill passad Committee, Hon. R. G. Shewan
dissenting.
Thethird reading was postponed.

The Council adjourned till Thursday, 3rd November, &
3pm.




