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15w DECEMBER, 1904.

PrESENT—

His ExceLLEncy THE GOVERNOR, SR MATTHEW NATHAN,
K.CMG.

His ExceLLencY MAJOR-GENERAL ViLLIERS-HATTON, C.B.
(Generd Officer Commanding the Troops).

Hon. Mr. F. H. May, CM.G. (Colonid Secretary).

Hon. Mr. L. A. M. Jornston (Colonid Treesure).

Hon. Mr. A. W. BrewiN (Registrar-Generd).

Hon. Mr. P N. H. Jones (Director of Public Works).

Hon. Cgptain L. A. W. BarnesLawrence, RN.
(Harbour Magter).

Hon. SrRC. P. CHater, KT., CM.G.

Hon. Dr. HoKai,, M.B.,CM., CM.G.

Hon. Mr, We Y uk.

Hon. Mr. R. SHenan.

Hon. Mr. W. J. GrRessON.

Hon. Mr. GErsHoM STEWART.

Mr. S. B. C. Ross (Clerk of Councils).

MINUTES

The minutes of the previous medting were read and
confirmed.

ANANCIAL MINUTES

The Hon. CoLoniaL Secretary—Sir, | have the honour
to lay on the table Financid Minutes Nos, 54, 55 and 56,
and movethat they be referred to the Finance Committee.

The Hon. CoLoniaL Treasurer—! beg to second the
motion.

The motion was carried.

The Hon. CoLoniaL Secrerary—3it, | beg to bring up
the report of the Finance Committee, No. 13, and moveits
adoption.

The Hon. CoLoniaL Treasurer—! beg to second the
motion.

The motion was carried.

ALCOHOLICLIQUORS

The Hon. CoLoniaL Secretary—Sir, | have the honour
to lay on the teble a paper being a report by Professor
Thorpe, ER.S. on his examingtion of samples of chegp
Fpirits purchasad in Hongkong. The origin of this report,
Sr, isthat in 1898 a Commission was gppointed here to
enquire into the quedion of dcohalic liquors ther
soundness and otherwise. It was reported, among other
things, as various andyses have shown, that these chegp
liquors did not contain ddeterious substances and
contained less fusd ail than genuine soirits The report
went on to say the evidence collected here showed that
drunkenness was due rather to the quantity then to the
qudity of the liquor consumed. In spite of that report

guestions have from time to time arisen asto the qudity of
the liquor sold in public houses. To put the matter entirdy
at rest five samples of the chegpest qudity of liquor sold in
public houses frequented by soldiers, sallors, and people of
thet dlass, in the Colony were obtained and sent home with
the request that they might be andlysed by the highest
andyticd authoritiesin the United Kingdom. Thisreport is
the result of that andyss and members will see thet it
ertirdy confirms previous andyses made by the
Government Andyg of this Colony.

Thereport by Professor T. E. Thorpe, ER.S, was dated
Government Laboratory, 26th September, 1904. 1t reed as
follows—

The five samples of gpirits forwarded by the Under
Secretary for the Colonies have been examined and the

following arethe resuits of the andyses—
Mak—Gout. A B C D E
Laby. No.— M127 M128 M120 M10 M131
(@' [V PP B ¢ o Ligt Shery  Pak Light
Sery  Shery Sary Sty
[2E Vo U Sight  Sight Hash  Sigt Vaydigt
Whisky Whisky Spirit  Brandy ~ Whisky
[STEE0's 1 T 28 157 172 27 154
up. up. up. up. up.
Percentages— Grams per 100c. c. & proof strength.
0087 0089 0014 0014 0021
. 0029 003% 0006 0008 0004
00009  0.0007 Nil. Nil. Trace
.. 00010 00012 Trece  Trece Trece.
.. 00501 00626 00086 00045 00021
Higher Alcohols ... 01200 01174 00117 00120 00190
Solid metter insolution............. 0304 . . 0330 0169
XS o [N 0028 . . 0020 0020

From a condderation of these results we are of opinion
that ssmples A and B condg of "patent Hill" or "dlent”
spirit with an admixture of genuine "pot ill" whisky for
the purpose of imparting the genuine whisky flavour to the
mixture. These samples are very smilar to what is usudly
sold in"public houses in this country aswhisky.

Thewhisky would not, of course, be consdered of good
qudity from a commercid point of view, but the tota
percentages of "fusd oil impurities" and more especidly
the proportions of furfurol and ddehydes present in these
samples, are condderably less than are generdly found in
genuine Scotch and Irish "pot gill" whiskies of high
commercid qudity.

Samples C, D, and E are whally, or dmost whally,
composed of "patent” or "slent" spirit diluted, coloured
and flavoured to imitate brandy and whisky.

The "dlent" soirit usad in concocting these mixtures
was highly rectified; and, aswill be seen from the resuits of
the andyses, the "fusdl oil impurities' in the "whisky" and
"brandy" assold are very low.
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Two of the samples, C and E, are coloured with caramel
only, the colouring metter in the other three samples
containing aso traces of an aniline dye, but both colouring
and flavouring metters are used in very minute quantities,
and there is no evidence of the presence of any subgtance
not usualy found in Spirituous drinks of thiskind.

These "brandies’ and "whiskies' cannat, therefore, be
congdered as in any way of a specidly ddeerious
character; and gpart from the quartities consumed, are a
least as wholesome as spirits of the same qudity sold in
this country by publicansand other licensad traders

QUESTIONS

The Hon. Mr. S+ewan asked the following questions,
ganding in his name—(1.) With regard to Buoys and
Lights will the Government take into condderation the
advisability of having the present fairway marked & night
by Automatic Light Buoys? (2)) Are the present two small
white lights in the Capsuimun Pass adequate? (3.) If not,
what geps have the Government taken to replace them by
better?

The Hon. Hareour Master—Your Excdlency,—The
replies to the three questions put by the Hon. Member of
the Chamber of Commerce are taken in order as follows:
—(1) Yes. (2) No. (3) A red light Smilar to thet displayed
by the Chinese Imperid Maitime Customs a& Amhurg
Point has been ordered for MaWean Idand.

ADJOURNMENT.

H. E the Governor—The Council Mesting gands
adjourned till after the concdluson of the megting of the
Finance Committea.

FINANCE COMMITTEE.

A medting of the Finance Committee was then held, the
Hon, Colonid Secretary presiding.

Fnencdd Minute No. 54. —H.E. the Governor
recommended the Coundil to vote asum of $500 in aid of
the vote Botanica and Afforesaion Department, Other
Charges, for Tree Planting.

The Hon. CoLoniAL  Secretary — This  excess
expenditure is due to the planting of trees and the remova
of anursery a Kowloon to makeroom for abuilding Ste.

Thevotewas agreed to.

Fnancid Minute No. 55.—H.E. the Governor
recommended the Coundil to vote a sum of $1,000 in aid
of the vote Miscellaneous Sarvicesfor Codsfor Offices.

The Hon. CoLoniAL Secretary—This vote does not
show any red excessin expenditure. The excessisover the
approved esimates, but the estimates are under whet they
ought to have been, astherewasasmilar excesslad year.

Thevotewas agreed to.

Fnencid Minute No. 56.—HE. the Governor
recommended the Coundil to vote afurther sum of $300in
ad of the vote Fire Brigade, Other Charges for Reparsto
Engines, Hose, &c., and Gratuities

TheHon. CoLoniaL Secretarv—Thisexcesswasdueto
thelong period of intermittent water supply, and extrawork
by fire-engines.

The meding of the Finance Committee was then
adjourned; and the Council Mesting wasresumed, H.E. the
Governor taking the chair.

The Hon. CoLoniaL Secrerary—Sir, | have the honour
to report thet a the medting jus hdd of the Finance
Committee the following votes, namdy Financid Minutes
Nos 54, 55 and 56, were conddered by the Finance
Committee and unanimoudly adopted. | beg therefore, Sir,
to move that the Council do now approve of the
recommendations of the Finance Committee.

The Hon. CoLoniaL Treasurer—! beg to second the
motion.

Themotionwas carried.

ADJOURNMENT.

The Coundcil adjourned sinedie.




