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22\D FEBRUARY, 1906.

PRESENT:—

His ExceLLENCY THE GOVERNOR, MAJOR SR
MATTHEW NATHAN, K.C.M.G.

His ExceLLENcY Mgor-cenerd  VILLIERS
Hatton, CB. (Generd Officer Commanding

the Troops).

Hon. Mr. T. SercomBe SvitH (Colonid
Secretary).

Hon. Sr H. S. BerkeLEY, K.C. (Attorney-
cengrd).

Hon. Mr.
Treeaurer).

A. M. THomson (Colonid

Hon. Mr. A. W. BREwIN (Registrar-cenerd).

Hon. Cgptain L. A. W. BARNES-LAWRENCE,
R.N. (Harbour Madter).

Hon. Mr. W. CHatHAM (Director of Public
Works).

Hon. Dr. HoKal, M.B., CM.,CM.G.

Hon. Mr. We Y UK.

Hon. Mr. GERSHOM STEWART.

Hon. Mr. H. E. PoLLock, K.C.

Mr. A. G. M. FLeTcHER (Clerk of Councils).
MINUTES.

The minutes of the previous meeting were
read and confirmed.

HISEXCELLENCY'SADDRESS

Before business commenced, His
EXCELLENCY, in an addressto the Coundil, sad:
— The need for the meeting of the Council to-
day arises from the requirement of Ordinance
No. 6 of 1887, that the Jury List for the year,
which comesinto force on March 1, should
previoudy be considered by the Council. It is
also necessary to-day to continue the
Summoning of Chinese Ordinance of 1899



which expires on the 30th March. This Ordinance
enables the Regigtrar-cenerd to summon Chinese from
the New Teritories for the purpose of inquiry into
metters concerning the inhabitants of these territories. It
is not often used, but it is desrable to have the power,
and the Regidrar-cenerd has requested that it should be
retained for a any rate another two years.

Advantage is taken of the medting to-day to ask the
Coundl to vote the sums entered in the Hnance
Minutes Nos. 1 to 6 that are before you. The firg of
these dedlswith asum of $3,000 to meet expenditurein
connection with the visit of His Royd Highness Prince
Arthur of Connaught. | authorised this expenditure
being incurred with the full confidence that the vote
would be paseed by the Council. (Hear, hear) The
second Fnancid Minute is for a payment for services
rendered lagt year by the Eagtern Extenson Teegraph
Company. For the present year and for future years this
payment will be condderddly reduced by the
edablishment of direct communication between the
Harbour Office and the various gations from which the
gpproach of shipsis sgndled. Provison for this direct
communication has, as you will remember, been made
in the estimatesfor the year. Finance Minute No. 3ison
account of the new rifle range which it is proposed to
edablish on the Pek, mainly for the use of the
Hongkong Volunteer Reserve Asodiation. This is in
pursuance of the generd policy of the Government, a
policy which, | am glad to say, has received the support
of the public, to extend as much as possible the practice
of rifle shoating in the Colony. Finance Minute No 4
consigts of two parts, of which the fird, $65,201, is a
revote of sums voted lagt year for extraordinary public
works necessitated by some of these works not having
been completed during the year. Such a revote is
required every yedr, as it is not possble to spend the
exat amount sactioned. Lagt year the revote
amounted to $71,836; this yeer, as | have dated, it is
$65,201. There is a further vote in the same Fnance
Minute of $6,020 to cover some additiona amountsin
excess of those hitherto provided for the Bacteriologica
Indtitute, the Gunpowder Depot a Green Idand, and the
improvement of the Green Idand Light, dl of which
new sarvices have now been completed. By this smdll
additiond vote no excess is involved on the gpproved
total esimatesfor thework. A further amount of $2,000
is for compensdtion to the owners of certain lands a
Lyemun, necessitated by the exchange of lands with the
War Department. The fifth Finance Minuteisfor asum
of $3,040 to cover the cogt of furnishing the officers
quarters recently erected a Taipo. These quarters are
occupied by junior officers who could ill afford the

2

expense of furnishing the house themsdves, and it is
proposed to charge them five per cent. on the value of
the furniture which will be made availeble for them.
Thelast Finance Minuteisfor the small sum of $60 for
the rent of the house in Ta Po village where the
Government dispenser resides. It had been suggested
that accommodation for him should be provided in the
buildingswhich it is proposed to erect for the magistrate
of Taipo, but it was ultimately decided to continue the
house in the village as being more accessble to the
Chinese villagers who sought the sarvices of the

dispenser.

In addition to thisfinancial business and the other
businessto which | have referred, four billsaredown to
be read afirst time. They will not be proceeded with
until the legiddive programmefor the year isreedy. As,
however, they have been drafted, | thought it advisable
to introduce them so asto give honourable members as
much time as possiblein which to study them. Thefirst
of these bills isthe Summary Offences (Further
Amendment) Ordinance of 1906, the object of whichis
to confine the Summary Offences (Amendment)
Ordinance, which was passed last year, to the main
purposes of that Ordinance—to stop the solicitetion by
progtitutes in the streets. Hon. members may recollect
that on the second reading of the Ordinance of last year
an amendment was introduced which extended its
scope by making police regulations which applied to
public sreets gpplicabledso to private Sreets Thiswas
explained by the Attorney General on the second
reading of the bill, and the bill was ultimately passed
nemine contradicente. | was aterwardsinformed by the
senior unofficial member of the Council that the non-
official members had not understood the amendment
and were opposed to it. | need not say that the
Government did not wish them to vote in favour of a
bill which they did not understand, and in consequence
| propose that the Ordinance should now be amended
S0 asto restrict its scope to the main purpose of the bill
as undergood by Hon. members. The second hill before
you isfor amendments of the Magidrates Ordinance.
Mr. Gompertz, who was acting as police magistrate for
some time, made out a list before he went home of
uggedtionswith regard to the jurisdiction and power of
magistrates. Advantage was taken last session of the
amendment to the Women and Girls' Protection
Ordinance to adopt one of these suggestions Theothers
are embodied in the present hill, the details of which
will be explained by the Attorney General whenitis
read asecond time. With regard to the Lunatic Asylums
Bill, the Government has been advised that while there
is authority at common law for the
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detention of lunetics it will be ssfer to make Satutory
provison for such detention, This hill is intended to
meke that provison. The necessity for the Lunecy Bill
aises from the fact that the powers of the Supreme
Court in relation to the persons and edtates of lunatics
have hitheto been confered by the Impeid
Enectments Extenson Ordinance of 1856, which
extended the Lunecy Regulations Act of 1853 to this
Colony, thet that Act has since been superseded in the
United Kingdom by the Lunacy Act of 1890. That
uparsession does not involve ipso facto the
uparsesson of the earlier by the laer Act in the
legidature of the Colony, and the Chief Justice has
advisad that the Colonid should be brought tinto line
with the Imperid legidation by Ordinance.
ANANCIAL.

The CoLoniAL SecreTARy laid on the teble Fnancid
Minutes Nos. 1 to 6, and moved thet they be referred to
the FHnance Committee,

The Hon. CoLoniAL TREASURER seconded, and the
motion was agreed to.

PAPERS.

The Hon. CoLoniaL SecreTARY laid on the table the
report on the Widows and Orphans Penson Fund for
the year 1905, and the report on the teaching of Hygiene
in the schools of Hongkong.

SUMMONING OF CHINESE ORDINANCE.

The Attorney Gensral moved the following

resolution—

Whereas by Section 5 of "the Summoning of
Chinese Ordinance, 1899" (No. 12 of 1899), it was
enacted thet the said Ordinance should only continue in
operation for the period of two years from the coming
into operation of the said Ordinance and for quch further
period or periods as might, from time to time, be
determined by Resolution of the Legidative Coundil,
and wheress such operation has been continued by
Resolution of this Coundil until the 30th day of March,
1906, indugive it is hereby resolved by this Coundil
that "the Summoning of Chinese Ordinance, 1899,
shdl be further continued in operation for the further
period of two years from the 31 day of March, 1906,
inclusve

He sdd: — After the explanation which your
Excdlency has tendered to the Coundil of the necessity
for this resolution continuing this Ordinance, | need not
occupy thetime of the Coundl with any remarks. | will
satisfy mysdf by moving the resolution | have reed to
the Coundil.

The Hon. CoLoniaL SecreTaRy seconded, and the
motion wascarried.

QUESTIONS

The Hon. Mr. GersHow Srewart asked the
falowing quesion—Will the Government take into
condderation the advisdbility of gpproaching the
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proprietors of the "city Hal" with a view to acquiring
the"suilding" in order that it may be dtered to meet the
necessity of the growing community?

The CoLoNniAL SecrRETARY sAld—The answer to the
question put by the hon. member is"ves" (Applause)

The Hon. Mr. H. E. PoLLock asked the following
question—Will the Government date what geps are
being taken to educate the Chinese tenants of housesin
the principles of sanitation and ventilation which are
goplicableto thehousesin which they live?

For what purpose was Robinson Road, Kowloon,
opened up, and on what date? When is it anticipated
that the work will be completed and the road restored to
its proper date?

Will the Government date what geps they have
taken, and what further deps they intend to teke and
when, in connection with the ingdlaion of a system of
firedarms? Will the Government dso date what is the
estimated cogt of suchingtdlation?

Will the Government date what progress has been
mede with the works for the extenson of water Sorage
a Tytam and at Tytam Tuk and & Kowloon? Will the
Government aso state when these repective works are
likely to be completed?

Whenisit anticipated that—(8) the New Pogt Office,
(b) theNew Law Courts, will be completed?

Isit the intention of the Government to make aroad
from the top Tram Station to Plantation Road? If 0,
when?What isthe estimated cost of such road?

Will the Government procure and lay before the
Coundil an edimate of the cogt of prolonging Kennedy
Road in a south~eesterly direction from the point of its
junction with the Wanchai Ggp Road o thet it may leed
down to the Race Coure a the back of the
Mahommedan Cemetery?

Will the Government procure and lay upon the table
an edimae of the cogt of continuing Harlech Road
round the north sde of Victoria Peek—(@) back to
VictoriaGap, (b) to Barker Road.

The Hon. Mr. GersHom StewarT—! beg to ask the
question ganding in my name.

The CoLoNIAL SEcreTARY said—In reply to question
No. 1, no steps are being taken to educate the Chinese
tenants of houses, but ingruction in Hygiene has bean
introduced into the curriculum of most Government and
Grant-in-Aid Schoals in the Colony, with the results in
the fird yeer thet are st forth in the paper laid on the
teble thisafternoon.

Inreply toquestion No. 3—Sincethe 12th of July, 1904,
whenasmilar question wasasked by the Honourablethe
member for the Chamber of Commerce on behdf of the
Honourable the member for the Judtices of the Peace, Mr.
Wodehouse, Assistant Superintendent of Police,
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whilst on leave in 1905 has made inquiries in London
& to the sytem of fire dams in use by the
Metropolitan FHre Brigade, and reported thet the system
was not conddered to be entirely setisfactory. Reference
was then made to Singgpore to lean how the
"Gamewd| System” reported to be in operaion there
wasworking. Thereply after some delay was thet there
was no fire darm system of any kind in Singgpore Itis
proposed to ingruct Mr. E. R Hdlifax, Assdant
Superintendent of Police, who is going on leave this
Soring to makefull inquiriesinto the sysemin voguein
Greet Britain and Irdand but until his report is recaived
no estimate of the cogt can be framed. The answers to
the other questionswill be given by the Hon. Director of
Public Works

The Hon. Director oF PusLic Works, replying to
question No. 2, sad—The question is undersood to
refer to a trench recently opened from Middle Road
northwards for a distance of about 170 yards. It is for
the purpose of raisng a water main conseguent upon
the level of the road having been raised. It was not
possible to carry out this work smultaneoudy with the
congruction of storm water drains and sawers recartly
underteken. The opening was begun on the February
8th and it isanticipated that the work will be completed
and the road restored to its proper date by the 3rd
March.

In reply to question No. 4—Tytam Tuk Scheme,
Hrat Section—The dam, which will be about 90 fet in
height above ground leve, has been condructed for
fully haf itsheight. The new road isfar advanced, about
3/4 mile of main has been lad and erection of the
pumping engines is ebout to be begun. It is anticipated
thet the whole of the works will be completed by the
end of this year, and that the dam will be completed in
time to enable the resarvoir to be filled during the
coming wet season. Tytam Tuk Scheme, Second
Section.—Surveysin connection with the preparation of
working drawings are procesding. Kowloon Water
Works, Gravitation Scheme—The dam, which will be
about 100 feet in height above ground leve, has been
contructed for haf its height. The main from the Sorage
reservoir to the service resarvior is nearly completed
and will shortly be utilized for conveying the water
from severd perennid dreams thus materidly
increesing the present supply. The filter beds and
cachwaer ae in progress It is anticipated that the
whole of the works will be completed by the middle of
next year, but will be so far advanced as to afford a
aufficient supply for present reguirements by next dry
season.

In reply to question No. 51t isanticipated thet both
buildingswill be completed by theend of 1909.

In reply to question No. 6.—By arangement with
the owners of the Peek Hotd, a portion of the road
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referred to, where it affects their property, isto be mede
new. When this arrangement has been fulfilled, the
Government will complete the road. The estimated cost
of doing thisis$8,300.

With regard to quedion No. 7, the question of
improved communications in the locdity referred to is
a present recelving the attention of Government and the
suggestion of the Hon. member will be consdered.

Inreply to question No. 8, | have to Sate thet the cost
is roughly estimated a from $25,000 to $30,000. As
thereis no progpect of funds being available in the near
futureto carry out thiswork, which isnot of great public
importance, it is not conddered advissble a present to
incur the expense of making the surveys preiminary to
forming adetaled estimete.

The Hon. Mr. PoLock—With reference to the
answer of the Hon. Director of Public Worksto the last
question, might | ask whether this edimate includes
taking theroad to VictoriaGap?

The Hon. DirRecTor oF PuBLIic Works—ASUMINg
the hon. member refersto only one of these dternaives
being adopted the estimates will not be affected by the
change.

SUMMARY OFFENCESAMENDMENT ORDINANCE

The ATtorney  GeENErAL moved the firgt reeding of
a Bill entited An Ordinance to amend the Summary
Offences (Amendment) Ordinance, 1905.

The CoLoniAL SecreTaRY seconded, and the motion
was agreed to.

MAGISTRATES ORDINANCE AMENDMENT.

The ATtorney - GeneraL moved the fird reading of
a Bill etited An Ordinance further to amend the
Magigtrates Ordinance, 1890.

The CoLoniAL SecreTaRY seconded, and the motion
was agreed to.

ESTABLISHMENT OF LUNATICASYLUMS

The ATtorney - GeneraL moved the firdt reeding of
a Bill etitted An Ordinance to provide for the
establishment of Lunatic Asylums, and to provide for
the custody and care therein of persons of unsound
mind.

The CoLonAL SecreTaRy seconded, and the motion
was agread to.

JURISDICTION OF SUPREME COURT.

The ATtorney  GeENEraL moved the firgt reeding of
aBill entitled An Ordinance relating to the Jurisdiction
of Supreme Court with regpect to the cae ad
commitment of the custody of the persons and estates of
lunatics

The CoLoniAL SecreTaRY seconded, and the motion
was agread to. The Council then adjourned.



FINANCE COMMITTEE.

A medting of the Finance Committee was then held
—the Colonid Secretary presiding.

Thefollowing votes were goproved:—
THEROYAL VISIT.

The Governor recommended the Coundil to vote a
sum of $8,000 to meet the expenses incurred by the
Treesurer of the Reception Committee and for
illuminating the public buildings in connection with the
vigt to this Colony of HRH. Prince Arthur of
Connaught.

MISCELLANEOUS SERVICES

The Governor recommended the Coundil to vote a
aum of sx hundred and eighty-one dollars and sixty
cents ($681.60) in ad of the vote Miscdlaneous
Savices Tdegraph Sarvice —  Contribution in
connection with Signdling Vessels and Messages to
Observatory.

RIFLERANGEAT THEPEAK.

The Governor recommended the Coundil to vote a
aum of five thousand two hundred and fifty dollars
($5,250) in ad of the vate, Public Works Extraordinary,
Rifle Range a the Pesk.

PUBLIC WORKSEXTRAORDINARY.

The Governor recommended the Coundcil to revote a
sum of sixty-five thousand two hundred and one dallars
and fourteen cents ($65,201.14) the vote—Public
Works Extraordinary, for thefollowing items—

Baecteriologicd Indtitute $2,844.94
Government Civil Hospita—Extension of

Seff Quarters 3,000.00
Gunpowder Depbt, Green Idand -——---—----— 14,389.56
Harbour Office 6,926.53
Pog Office, Shanghai 15,000.00
School, Yaumeti 1,382.00
Ta Po, Quatersfor Officars ----------------------- 5,086.00
Volunteer Headquarters (Contribution) -———---—- 24.56
Miscellaneous Drainage Works -—-----—-----————- 326.85
Kowloon Roads 5,600.00
Green Idand Light Improvement —--——----—————- 83.02
Kowloon-canton Railway—Survey and

Prdiminary work 10,532.68
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Bacteriologicd Inditute 1,920.00
Gunpowder Depbt, Green Idand-—---------——— 300.00
Green Idand Light Improvement —------------1,800.
Compensation to Lesseesof QuarriesD.
16and D. 17, Lyemun 2,000.00
$6,020.00

The Hon. Mr. PoLLock— should like to ask a few
guestions. The first is—When is the Gunpowder Depot
a Green Idand to be completed?

The Hon. Director oF PusLic Works—It is
completed now, and occupied.

The Hon. Mr. PoLLock—Whet about the Harbour
Office?

TheHon. Director oF PusLic Works—The Harbour
Officewill befinished in afew months.

JUDICIAL AND LEGAL.

The Governor recommended the Council to vote a
sum of three thousand and forty dollars ($3,040) in aid
of the vote Judicid and Legd Depatments for the
following items—

Magigracy, New Territories, Other

Charges Furnishing of theNew Ta
Po Quarters $1,520
Land Regidry Office, New Teritories,
Other Charges, Furnishing of the
New Ta Po Quarters 1520
Totd $3,040
MEDICAL DEPFARTMENT.

The Governor recommended the Coundil to vote a
sum of sixty dollars ($60) in ad of the vote, Medica
Depatment — Other  Charges, B. -Hospitds and
Asylums, New Teritory, Rent of Temporay
Digpensay a Ta Po.

JURY LIST FOR 1906.

When the Coundil resumed, the jury lig for 1906

was conddered in private.
ADJOURNMENT.
The Council adjourned snedie




