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71 JUNE, 1906.

PrESENT:—

His ExceLLEncy THE GOVERNOR, SR MATTHEW
NaTHAN, K.CM.G.

His ExceLLency Mgor-cenerd VILLIERS HATTON,
C.B. (Gengrd Officer Commeanding the Troops).

Hon. Mr.
Secretary).

T. Smroovee SvwimH  (Colonid
Hon. Sr H. S Berxkeey, K.C. (Attorney-
cengd).
Hon. Mr. A. M. THousoN (Colonid Tresaurer).
Hon. Mr. A. W. BrewiN (Registrar-cenerd).

Hon. Captain L. A. W. BARNES-LAWRENCE, RN.
(Harbour Magter).

Hon. Mr. W. CHatham (Director of Public
Works).

Hon. Dr. HoKai,M.B.,CM.,CM.G.
Hon. Mr. We Yuk.

Hon. Mr. E. OsBORNE.

Hon. Mr. E. A. HEweTT.

Hon. Mr. W. J. GReSSON.

Mr. A. G. M. FLercHer (Clerk of Coundils).

MINUTES

The minutes of the previous meseting were reed
and confirmed.

NEWMEMBER

Mr. W. J. Gresson took the oath and assumed his
st asamember of the Coundil.

ANANCIAL.

The CoLoNiAL SecreTaRy by command of H.E.
the Governor laid on the table the report of the
Finance Committee No. 3 and moved its adoption.

The CoLoniaL TREASURER seconded and this was
agreed to.

QUESTIONS

Hon. Mr. OssornE asked the following questions
ganding in hisname—

1. Will the Government take steps to improve the
rickshasarviceby—

(@ Requiring them to be more srongly built
and provided with better springs.

(b) Indituting amonthly inspection.

(oMaking it a condition of the licence thet every
ricksha be provided with a dean white cover to the
back and to the sedt.

(d) Introducing fird dass rickshas (both for
Victoriaand Kowloon) smilar tothose a Saigon.

2. Will the Government make providon in the
forthcoming Edtimatesfor—

(@ A maket a Tamtsatsui.
(b) A refuseburner.

3. Will the Government take epsto enquire what
practica means can be adopted for reestablishing and
maintaining the value of British subsdiary coinage
onapar withthedadllar.

The CoLoniaL SecreTARY, replying to the firg
guegion, sad — The Government have under
condderaion the question of improving the ricksha
savice in the Colony on the generd lines indicated
inthe quedtion.

The DIrector OrF PusLic Works, replying to the
second quedtion, said—(@) It is doubtful whether
provision can be made in next year's Edimeates for a
market a T9mHsatui estimated to cost $80,000.

(b) Pans and edimates for a refuse burner have
recently been prepared. The cod of dte, buildings
and plant will amount to $450,000 and it is doubtful
whether provison can be made for it in next year's
Edimates.
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The CowoniaL Treasurer, replying to the third
question, said—The Government have made enquiries
and are satidied that the only practicd means that can
be adopted for reegablishing the vdue of British
subdgdiary coins is to cease for the time to issue such
coinsand to induce the Cantonese autharities to Sop the
issue of Chinese subsdiary coins, the over-production
of which combined with depressed trade has brought
about the fdl in vaue of both British and Chinese
subgdiary currency.

His Excatency —| propose to supplement the
answver given by the Director of Public Works to the
hon. member's second question, as the answer he has
received will probably not be conddered a satisfactory
one But it is obvioudy impossible for us to say what
items ae to be induded in the Edimaes for
extreordinay public woks untl we have an
goproximate ideawhet the revenue for the year will be,
anditisimpossibleto get this goproximateidea until we
know what we shdl receive on account of the Opium
Farm for which, as the honourable member no doubt is
aware, tenders have been invited: the present fam
expires on February 28th, 1907. We do, however, know
something with regard to our probable revenue for next
year, and | am sorry to say that what we know is not
very stisfactory. For indance, we are avare we shdl be
unable to indude in our revenue esimates for 1907 the
sum which appearsin this year's esimates of $120,000
on account of profit on subddiary coins. We can fairly
assume dso tha land sdes unless there is a great
improvement in trade, will not amount in 1907 to the
sum of $400,000. which gppearsin the Estimatesfor the
current year. And we can dso assume that unless trade
improves there will be a fdling off in other recaipts
Turning next to expenditure, it ison theface of it alittle
difficult to say how we are going to mest the dedine of
revenue | have referred to. We know we shdl have to
provide some amount as interest on the loan for the
Kowloon-canton rallway: asfar aswe sea present this
interest will come to $138,500. We know aso there will
be some increase in expenditure involved by extending
the grading scheme of Aariesto dl subordinate officers.
Further, the Government has committed itsdf to this
Coundl in an expenditure for additiond fire-
extinguishing gppliances edimated to cost some
$50,000. Again, | have promised asthe result of earnest
representations of public opinion made to me in this
Coundil on the 21t September lagt year, not further to
dday the commencement of the Tytamtuk (second
section) weater supply scheme, a stheme estimated to
cos three million of dollars, and for which, as soon as
we ae once embarked on it, it will be necessary to
meke a lage gopropridion each year. Agan, the
expenditure on the new Law Courts and Public Offices
must next yeer be a least what it has been this yesr, if
we are to fulfil our promise made to this Council to

complete these two important public buildings by the
end of the year 1909. So even if we do not dart any
public works of grest magnitude, in addition to the
water supply scheme | have referred to, | am doubtful
whether we dhdl be adle to cary on without some
additiond taxation. When we do dart a public work of
the firgt magnitude | am strongly of apinion that work
should be the junk typhoon shelter which is required in
theinterest of shipping in the Colony and for the safety
of the Chinese boat population (gpplauss). Apart from
those public works, which once put in hand definitely
commit us to a large annud expenditure, we are very
desrous to do something to improve the gpproaches of
the harbour to the dity which a present are rightly
termed reproachesto it. We dso desireto go ahead with
the main thoroughfares & Kowloon, with regard to
which, thisCouncil will remember, the gentlemen lately
representing the Chamber of Commerce on it was so
vay indgent. We are further anxious to improve the
road communicationsin the New Territories Moreover,
we do not intend to decrease the amounts annualy
induded in the edimaes for the resumption of
insanitary properties, the training of nullahs and the
provison of flushing tanks, with which servicesit isto
my mind absolutely indispensable to proceed if the
sanitary condiition of the Colony is not to be worse in
the future then it has been in the padt (gpplause). Itisnot
with any dedire to discourage such questions as have
been put by the hon. member, containing as they do
vauable and ussful suggestions thet | have made these
remarks, but | want to make deer thet it is necessary for
us to proceed in a business manner and, in view of
fdling receipts not to commit oursdves to new and
heavy items of expenditure. (Applause).

ASYLUMSORDINANCE

The Attorney -eeneraL moved the firg reeding of a
Bill entited "an Ordinance to provide for the
establishment of Asylums for the custody and care of
personsof unsound mind and others™

The CooniaL Secremary seconded, and this was
agread to.

APPROPRIATION BILL.

The ATTorNEY -GeneraL moved the second reading of
a Bill etitled "an Ordinance to authorize the
gopropriation of a supplementary sum of two hundred
and saventy-eight thousand four hundred and twelve
dollars and eight cents, to defray the charges of the year
1905" He sad—It is unnecessary for me to say
anything to the Council in support of the BIill. It is
necessary to authorise the payment of various sums
dated in the Bill for the various public sarvicesto which
these sums are gppropriated.
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The CoLoniAL TrReasURER seconded, and thiswas agreed
to.

The AttorNEY -GENERAL Moved that the Bill be referred
to the Finance Committee.

The CoLoniAL TrReasURER seconded, and thiswas agreed
to.

His Exca.Lency—The Council stands adjourned fill
Thursday, June 14th.

FINANCE COMMITTEE.

A meding of the Fnance Committee was hed
immediately after the Council—the Colonid Secretary
presding.

The CoLoniaL Secretary—His Excdlency, a the last

medting of the Council, refered a length to the
Appropriation Bill, and honourable members have before
them full detalls. If there are no quedtions to be asked |
propose thet the various votes be gpproved.

Thevaiousitemswere reed and gpproved.

The CoLoniAL Secretary—] dso wish the Commiittee
to empower me to express the opinion of the Committee
thet the said Bill may be dedlt with by the Council asaBill
reported on by the whole of the Coundil in accordance with
the Standing Orders of the Council. That will save us
stting as a committee of the whole Council at the next
mesting.

Thiswasagread to.

LAW COMMITTEE.

A medting of the Law Committee was hdd afterwards
—the Attorney-cenerd presiding.

The Married Women's Property Bill was congdered
dause by dause, and passed through committee with two
verbd amendments

The Bill to regulate the qudifications and provide for
the regigtration of dentistswas consdered dauseby dause.

On the mation of Dr. Ho Kai Clause 8 refaring to the
compogtion of the Dentigs Board was dtered by the
addition, after the words "resdent dentigs” of the
following: "and any two other fit personswilling to accept
the gopointment who may be from time to time gppointed
by the Governor.”

On the mation of the ATtorney  GENERAL Sub-section
2 of the same dause was recast and read "aAn gppointed
member shdl hold officefor three years™

Clause 7, Section 3, was dtered to reed "No person shdl
be entitled to recover in any action any charge for dentd
ad rendered after the commencement of this Ordinance by
any person not regigtered under this Ordinance unless and
until such personisregigtered under the Ordinance™

Clause 9, Section 1, was dtered to reed—"if a person
dhdl prove to the stisfaction of the Dentigts Board thet he
waswithin three years prior to the passing of the Ordinance
abonefide practitioner of dentistry and a dentd surgeon in
this Colony and shdl make application in writing to the
Dentists Board within Sx weeks dfter the commencement
of the Ordinance for regidration or in the case of persons
absent from the Colony a the date of the commencement
of the Ordinance shdl make such gpplication within Sx
months after the pasing of the Ordinance he shdl be
entitled to be regigtered.”

On the mation of the ATTORNEY -GENERAL it Was agreed
that the Bill be reprinted and discussed again.




