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14tH JUNE, 1906.

PrESENT—

His ExcaLLency THE GOVERNOR, SR MATTHEW NATHAN,
K.cmaG.

His Exca.Lency MAJOR-GENERAL VILLIERS HaTToN, C.B.
(Commanding the Troops).

Hon. Mr. T. Sercoviee SvimH (Colonid Secretary).
Hon. SR H. S BerceLey (Attorney-cenerd).
Hon. Mr. A. M. THomson (Colonid Tresaurer).
Hon. Mr. A. W. BrewiN (Registrar-cenerd).

Hon. Captan L. A. W. BarRNEsLAWRENCE, R. N.
(Harbour Magter).

Hon. Mr. W. CratHam (Director of Public Works).
Hon. Dr. HoKai,M.B.,,CM.,CM.G.
Hon. Mr. WeE Y uk.

Hon. Mr. H. E. PoLLock, K. C.

Hon. Mr. E. OsBoRNE.

Hon. Mr. E. A. HewerT.

Hon. Mr. W. J. GRessoN.

Mr. A. G. M. FLercHer (Clerk of Councils).
MINUTES

The minutes of the previous medting were read and
confirmed.

APPOINTMENT TOCOMMITTEE

His ExceLLency— gppoint the Hon. Mr. Gresson to be
amember of the Public Works Committee vice the Hon.
Mr. Dickson, resgned.

ANANCIAL MINUTES

The CoLoniaL SecreTary, by command of H. E. the
Governor, laid on the table Financid MinutesNos. 34 to 38,
and moved that they be referred to the Finance Committee.
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The CoLoniAL TREASURER Seconded.

His Exca.Lency—Hnancid Minute No. 34 isfor a
sum of $2164 towads the erection of additiond
quarters for nurses a the Government Civil Hospitd.
Rather less was gpent lagt year on this work than was
anticipated, and consequently rather more hed to be
et this year; the work is now completed & a cost of
$23,101 againg an esimate of $26,000, showing a
saving of $2,899. Financid Minute No. 35 indudes a
sum of $400in aid of the vote for the police and prison
departments for medsto prisonersin cdls This excess
on the sum origindly voted is due to the large number
of deportees from Singapore and Saigon for whom
meds have had to be provided in the police cdls We
propose in future to recover such amounts from the
Governments of the Straits Settlements and of Indo-
china The same minute dso indudes asum of $600 in
ad of theitem for sacret service It has been brought to
my notice thet hitherto informers have been paid from
fines. That is a somewhat irregular procedure, as fines
should go to the revenue and dl monies spent in
payment of informers should be voted by Council.
Financid Minute No. 36 for a sum of $3,375.79 is for
subgtituting the new pettern for the old pattern rifle of
the Volunteers. The work was done and the expenditure
incurred lagt year, but the account was not recaived in
timefor the amount to be incdluded in the expenditure of
lagt year. Financid Minute No. 38 is to endble the Post
Office to do away with the "hong' sysem of
correspondence with Canton. By that system a privete
shop here collected letters and posted them to a privete
shop in Canton paying the Po. so much an ounce for
the packet. It was necessary s0 long asthe Imperia Post
Office of China could not underteke to take Chinese
Iettersfor ddlivery in Canton. They are now undertaking
to do that, and it is more convenient in every way that
this correspondence should pass through the regular
post office in the usud way. The smadl amount of this
vote will be more than covered by additiond Pogt
Officerecapts

Themation wascarried.

ANANCIAL.

The CoLoNiAL SecreTARY, by command of H.E. the
Governor, lad on the table report of the Hnance
Committee No. 4, and said—In that committee, Sir, the
Supplementary  Approprigtion Bill for 1905 was
conddered dause by dause, and the committee
unanimoudy recommend thet the Bill in quegtion
should be dedlt with by Coundil in the same manner as
aBill reported on by acommittee of thewhole Coundil.
Thet procedure will engble us to take the third reading
without refarring the Bill to a committee of the whole
Coundil. I movethe adoption of the report.

The CoLoniAL TREASURER Seconded, and the motion
was agreed to.

REPORT OF THELAW COMMITTEE

The ATtorNey  GENERAL—I have to bring up the
report of the Law Committee on thetwo Billsreferred
toinit—"an Ordinanceto amend thelaw relating to the
property of married women" and "an Ordinance to
regulate the qualifications and provide for the
regigration of dentists." With respect to thefird Bill the
law committee recommend that it be dealt with by
Council in the same way as aBill reported on by a
committee of the whole Council. |, therefore, when the
time comes, will move that the Married Women's
Property Bill be read a third time without any further
reference to the Council. With respect to the Dentists
Bill, the committee have reported the Bill with certain
amendments, dl of which gppeer in the report. It will be
necessary to move that they be adopted, and if they are
then the Bill can beread athird time asif it had gone
through acommittee of the whole Council clause by
clause. The first recommendation of the Law
Committee on the Dentists Bill isthat the figuresbe
dtered from 1905 to 1906. That is obvioudy essentid.
The second isthat Clause 5, Sub-section 1, should be
amended by deleting dl the wordsfollowing the word
"after" in thethird line and subgtituting the words "the
3rd day of May in every year." | think that
recommendation will commend itself to the Council.
The next isarecommendation that Clause 7 of the Bill
be struck out and the following subgtituted: —"subject
to the provisons of Sections2 and 3 no person shdl be
entitled to recover in any action any charge for any
dental aid rendered after the commencement of this
Ordinance, unlessor until such person shdl have been
registered.” That carries out the intention of the framer
of the Bill but in improved language. It is recommended
further that Clause 8 (1) of the Bill be amended by the
insertion between the words "dentigts' and "who" inthe
6th line thereof thewords"and any two other fit persons
willing to accept the gppointment.” The object of that
recommendation isto provide that the Dentists Board
should not be entirely composed of professiona men.
Asorigindly laid before the Council the Bill provided
that the Board should consist of five members, the
principal Civil Medical Officer as chairman, two
medicd practitionersand two dentists. The committee
considered that following the precedent of the Medicd
Board it would bewell to have two men not necessarily
either dentists or doctors upon that Board. His
Excellency the Governor is therefore empowered to
gppoint any two others he may think fit and who may
be willing to serve on the Board. | hope the Coundil will
adopt that recommendation. Sub-section 2 of Clause 8t
is also recommended should be deleted and the
following substituted in place thereof, "an appointed
member shall hold office for three years.” AstheBill
originally stood the words
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were"A member gppointed by the Governor shdl hold
office for three years" In the draft Bill the fact was
overlooked tha two of the members were to be
gppointed by the Medica Board. This suggestion of the
committee is to the effect that dl gopointed members
whether by the Governor or by the Board shdl hold
office for three years. Clause 9 has been recedt in
committee without in any way changing theintention of
the origind Bill. The suggested Sub-section (1) runs as
fallows "shdl proveto the satisfeaction of the Board that
he was within three years prior to the passing of this
Ordinance a bona fide practitioner of dentistry and
dentd aurgery in this Colony, and shdl make
goplication in writing to the Dentits Board for
regidration within ax weeks after the commencement
of this Ordinance, or in the case of persons absent from
the Colony a the date of the commencement of the
Ordinance, shdl make such goplication within six
weeks after his reurn to the Colony; o". The
committee had under their condderation the fact thet
there were, probably are, a this time and will be when
the Ordinance comes into operation, persons who have
practised dentigry in the Colony but who ae
temporarily absent. They ought to be permitted to retun
to the Colony to practice if they desire to do so, The
object of this dause is to safeguard the rights of those
who are absent and dedire to return. The committee
ater condderation came to the concdluson thet three
years was a far and reasonable limit to place on the
right of a person who had once practised in Hongkong
to return to practice in order to prevent himsdf from
being disqudified. Any person therefore who has
practised in Hongkong prior to the pasing of this
Ordinance and who desires to come back to practice
must exercise that privilege within three years from the
passing of this Ordinance. Sub-section 3 of Clause 9 is
dso recommended for amendment by the addition a
the end thereof of the words "and, in the case of such
diplomas as have been granted dfter the 1st day of
October, 1897, shdl in addition produce a Cettificate
granted by the Denta Coundil of Pennsylvania, or by
the State Board of Massachussdits, or by the Stae
Board of Michigan which entitleshim to practise dentd
urgery in any of those States; or. The object of puitting
in those additiona words is to make sure thet the
privilege which this Coundl is extending to dentids
who do not possess a qudification recognised by the
Medicd Council of England will not be abused. We are
giving by this Bill the dentists who have a qudification
by way of a diploma from certain universties in
Ameica, namdy, the Universties of Pennsylvania,
Harvard and Michigan, the right of being placed on the
register of persons qudified to practice dentidry in the
Colony. If in addition to the possesson of a mere
academic degree such dentig sdidfies the Dentigs
Board thet he possesses a cartificate from a State board

or Sate coundil of the States mentioned, he will be
qudified to practice. Thet provison was inserted in the
Bill under a recommendation by some of the dentists of
Hongkong, and | recommend it. The concesson is
vaued by them, and they desire that those personswho
heredfter take advantege of it shdl have the right to
practice in Hongkong. It was pointed out to me that a
mere diploma was not sufficient, but in addition it was
necessary to pass a further examination of a practicd
character and thereby obtain a catificate from a State
board. That accordingly is made part of the provisons
of the Bill, and it will meet with the gpprovad of the
Council. Clause 10, Sub-dause 1., it is d0 dedred to
amend by griking out the words "or as neer thereto as
creumgtances will permit.” This dlause providesfor the
form of the diploma or certificate, and the committee
came to the condusion that the form given in the Bill
should be adhered to rigidly. The twdfth dause of the
Bill it is propasad to amend by driking out the proviso
a the end and subdtituting the following in its place—
"Provided thet the Governor-incouncl shdl have
power to redore to the Dentids Regider after an
interval of not less than twelve months from the date of
such remova the name of any person which has been
removed under the provisons of this or of the preceding
section.” Thet proviso is given in order to prevent any
hardship that might arise from the driking off the
register of a person's name. The fourteenth dause, Sub-
dause 2, it is recommended to amend by adding the
word "or." This is necessry to supply a dericd
omission. The next recommendation is the rectification
of the figures of the year, making 1906 insteed of 1905.
Then there is a find recommendation that a further
clause dhdl be added, making the Ordinance come into
operation on a day theredfter to be fixed by the
Governor. That isadded to the Bill o asto give persons
a reesonable time within which to regiger. | beg to
move thet the recommendations of the Law Committee
on the Dentigts Bill be adopted by this Coundil, and thet
theresfter we procead to read the Bill athird time.

Hon. Mr. PoLLock—S8ir, | rise to object to the
Dentigts Bill being read a third time to-day. It is not, as
your Excdlency will see, on the orders of the day. The
Bill is of some importance, and | do nat quite know
what effect it will have on Chinese dentigts practice. |
do nat think, Sir, it should be hurried through until the
recommendations made by the Sanding Law
Committee have been consdered. The Bill isimportant
a6 dfecting the qudifications of dentists, and possibly
affecting Chinese dentigts | would suggest thet the third
reading be deferred.

His Exce.Lency—No motion has been madeto read
the Bill athird timeto-day.
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Hon. Mr. PoLLock—The Hon. Attorney-ceneral moved
thet the Bill bereed athird time.

The ATTorNEY -GENERAL—I Said "and that theresfter the
Bill be read athird time" That does not necessarily mean
be read to-day. | will withdraw my moation for the adoption
of thereport, and will moveitsadoption a next megting.

QUESTIONS

Hon. Mr. Hewerr asked the following questions
ganding in hisname—

1. With reference to the Draft Supplementary Colonid
Edimates giving a comparaive statement of the Estimated
and Actuad Expenditure of the Colony for the year 1905 as
presented to the Legidative Council a the last medting,
will the Honourable the Colonid Secretary dtate what
sving, if any, hes been effected in the persond
emoluments of the Civil Service during thet period?

2. Isthe saving entirely dueto the differencein therate
of exchange between that cdculated on in the Etimates
and the rate a which payment was mede, or if to other
canses, what causes?

3. On what rate were the EStimates based, and a what
rate or rateswere payments made?

The CoLoniaL Treasurer replied asfollows—

1. The saving effected in Persond Emoluments during
1905 amountsto $262,335.

2. Practicdly this saving is due to the difference
between the rate of exchange fixed for the Edimates and
that & which payment was made.

3. The average rete for the year a which payment was
made was 1s 11d. The Edimateswere framed at therate of
1s 8d.

NAVAL AND MILITARY WORKS

The Attorney - General moved the firgt reading of a
Bill entitted "an Ordinance to authorize the congtruction
and maintenance of certain Nava and Military Works
upon and over certain portions of the Crown foreshore and
sea bed stuate upon the harbour frontage of the City of
Victoria, inthis Colony."

The CoLoniaL SecreTary seconded, and thiswas agreed
to.

ASYLUMSBILL.

The AttornEY -GEneraL moved the second reading of
the Bill ertitted "an Ordinance to provide for the
etablidment of asylums for the custody and care of
persons of unsound mind, and others” He sad—The
object of this Ordinance isto provide for the establishment
of asylums and authorise and legdise the retention therein
of personswhose gate of mind rendersthem unable to teke
care of themsdves At present and for some time persons
of unsound mind, commonly cdled lunatics, have been
detained under the Common Law power which provides
for the detention of any person who is unable to take care
of himsdf and prevent him from doing mischief to others
It has now been conddered better to get legidaive

authority to do that which has been done under Common
Law authority. The Bill authorises the Governor to
establish from time to time asylums in which persons of
unsound mind can be taken care of. The Bill provides that
the Governor shdl gppoint vidtors to the asylums who are
to make reports from time to time as may be necessary
concerning the asylums. It will be observed that the Bill
contains a useful provison by which a person can be
detained for observation for ashort time, seven days, and if
necessary he can be detained for afurther period to prolong
the observation. Under the provisions of the Bill a person
can only be detained under the authority of a megigtrate or
under the authority in certain cases of a judge of the
Supreme Court. The Bill further contains provisons
unusud but | think ussful which will be gpproved of by the
Council, that a person taken to the Government Civil
Hospitd suffering from delirium tremens or should he
develop ddirium tremensin the hospita may be taken and
placed in theasylum for obsarvation. | think the Bill will be
found useful and effect the object we havein view.

The CoLoniaL SecreTary seconded, and thiswas agreed
to.

The Attorney  GeneraL, moved that the Council
resolveitsdf into committee,

The CoLoniAL SecreTary seconded, and thiswas agreed
to.

Onthe Council resuming,

His ExceLency reported that the Bill had passed
through committee with certain amendments.

THEAPPROPRIATION BILL

The CoLoniaL Secrerary moved the third reeding of the
Bill entitled "an Ordinance to authorize the gpproprigtion
of asupplementary sum of two hundred and seventy-eight
thousand four hundred and twelve dallars and eight cents,
to defray the charges of the year 1905." Hesad—ThisBill
has passed through the Finance Committee and | have
reported that that Committee recommended that the Bill
may be dedt with in the same manner as a Bill
recommended by acommittee of the whole Council. There
has been no materid dterdtion in the Bill and in these
circumgtances it may be read a third time and passed if no
member objects

Therebeing no objection,

The CoLoniaL Treasurer seconded and the Bill was
passed.

THEMARRIED WOMEN'SPROPERTY BILL.

The ATtorNEY  GENERAL moved the third reading of
the Bill entitled "an Ordinance to amend thelaw relating to
the property of married women." He said—The Council
will remember | recently brought up the report of the Law
Committee to which this Bill had been referred. It was
recommended that it be dealt with asaBill that had been
considered by the
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whole Coundil as a committee. The Bill not having been
amended or dtered in committee may be read athird time

by title.

The CoLoniaL Secrerary seconded, and the Bill was
pasd.

His ExceLency—The Councl gands adjourned till
Thursday, June 21<.

FINANCE COMMITTEE.

A meding of the Finance Committee was held
aterwards — the Colonid Secretary  presding. The
following votes were passed:

GOVERNMENT CIVIL HOSPITAL.

The Governor recommended the Coundl to re-vote a
sum of two thousand one hundred and sixty-four dollars
($2,164) in ad of the vote Public Works Extraordinary,
Buildings—1 Government Civil Hospitd—Extension to
Saff Quarters.

POLICEAND PRISON DEFARTMENTS

The Governor recommended the Council to voteasum
of one thousand dallars ($1,000) in ad of the vote Police
and Prison Departments, A—Police—Other Charges, for
thefollowing items—

Medsfor Prisonersin Cdls,------------=----------- $400
Secret Sarvice, 600
Total - $1,000

VOLUNTEERS

The Governor recommended the Council to voteasum
of three thousand three hundred and seventy-five dollars
and sventy-nine cents ($3 375.79) in ad of the vate
Military Expenditure, B.—Volunteers—Other Charges,
Riflesand Equipment.

MEDICAL DEFARTMENTS

The Governor recommended the Council to voteasum
of one thousand six hundred dallars, ($1 600) in ad of the
vote Medicd Departments, Other Charges, B—Hospitds
and Asylums, Civil Hospitd: Washing.

POST OFFICE.
The Governor recommended the Council to vote asum
of four hundred and seventy dollars ($470) in ad of the

vote Pogt Office A.—Hongkong Pog Office, Other
Charges, for thefallowing items—

Contingencies $50
Rent of afloor 420

Hon. Mr. PoLLock—What does the rent of a floor refer
to?

The CoLoniaL Secretarv—The floor of a house a the
Canton wharf to be usad asabranch pog officeto fadilitate
the despatch of the Canton correspondence.

Hon. Dr. Ho Ka—Do | undergand thet the Chinee
post officein Hongkong will be done away with?

The CooniaL Secretary—t is the intention to dedl
with the Canton correspondence direct from the pogt office

Hon. Dr. Ho Ka—Certain arrangements mate with the
China hongs have been acted on. Have the hongs been
informed of the change?

The CooniAL Secremary— presume the Postmadter
Generd hasinformed them; | have not informed them. The
new regulations have been in the Gazette.

Hon. Dr. Ho Ka—Has their attention been cdled to it?
We have mede cartain arangements with the hongs and
they may go on as before The Government Gazette is not
read by them.

The AtTrorney - GEneraL—The new ruleshave beenin
forcefor sometime.

The CoLoniaL Secrerary— think you may take it thet
the Pogmagter Generd will see that the arrangements
affecting the hongs have been natified. The matter hesbeen
onsnce March.

Carried.
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