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21sr JUNE, 1906.

PrEsENT—

His ExcaLLency THE GOVERNOR, SR MATTHEW NATHAN,
K.CMG.

His Exca.Lency MAJOR-GENERAL VILLIERS HaTToN, C.B.
(Commanding the Troops).

Hon. Mr. T. Sercovise SvimH (Colonid Secretary).
Hon. Sir H. S, BerceLey, K.C. (Attorney-cenerd).
Hon. Mr. A. M. THomson (Colonid Treasurer)
Hon. Mr. A. W. BrewiN (Registrar-cenerd).

Hon. Captan L. A. W. BarnestAwrence, RN.
(Harbour Magter).

Hon. Mr. W. CratHam (Director of Public Works).
Hon. Dr. HoKai, M.B.,CM.,CM.G.

Hon. Mr. We Y uk.

Hon. Mr. E. A. HewerT.

Hon. Mr. E. OssoRNE.

Hon. Mr. W. J. GRessoN.

Mr. A. G. M. FLercHier (Clerk of Councils).
MINUTES

The minutes of the previous medting were read and
confirmed.

PAPERS

The CoLoniaL Secremary, by command of H.E. the
Governor, laid on the table the following papers—Report
on the Botanicd and Forestry Depatment for the year
1905; report on the Hongkong Volunteer Corpsfor the year
ending 318 March, 1906; report of the Ingpector of
Schoolsfor theyear 1905.

HANANCIAL MINUTES

The CoLoniaL Secremary, by command of H.E. the
Governor, lad onthetable Financid MinutesNos 39to 41,
and moved thet they be referred to the Finance Committee.

The CoLoniAL TrReaSURER Seconded.

His ExceLLency—Hnandd minute No. 39 provides a
sum of $1,000, in addition to the sum of $1,00) for which
provison hes dready been made in the edimates, for
compensation for dameges causad by disnfection in
plague cases and d0 a sum of $2,000, in addition to a
sum of $3,000, for which provison was made in the
edimates, for the burid of plague corpses. These additions
to the amounts that have been provided are necessary on
account of the outbresk of plague this year having been
more srious than in the two preceding years. The totd
amounts, with the provision now proposed, will be less
than those spent in 1903, when the outbresk of plague was
of about the same severity asit has been thisyear. Financid

minute No. 40 isfor abonusto Mr. T. A. Hanmer, who has
been acting for various officers absent or doing other duties
in the Government service since the 16th of May, 1903.
His services were no longer reguired and his engagement
came to an end on the recent return of Mr. Gompertz. He
applied, however, thet he might be granted his pay for the
rest of the month, and the gpplication seemed to me as
ressonable as | hope it will seem to members of the
Fnance Committee. Financid minute No. 41 is for the
condruction of a amdl pog office a& Kowloon. The post
office will eventudly be in the Terminus Saion a
Hunghom Bay, which will be convenient for the callection
and digribution of letters This Terminus Station, howevey,
isnot likely to be completed for two or three years, and the
growing importance of Kowloon rendersit advissbleinthe
meantime that grester podd fadilities should be given to
thet place It was proposed to me that for this purpose a
building should be rented, but on going into the quetion |
found the cogt of renting a building for three years would
be nearly as much as the cogt of erecting more sitable
premises, consequently | decided to put up the sructure
now in course of erection, facing Salisbury Road. You will
think itispossibly alittlelate for me to cometo the Council
for money for a building that has dreedy been started, but
thereason is, | origindly sanctioned the expenditure out of
Miscelaneous Works—Public Works Extraordinary. On
going through the lig of works being condructed on that
item, it seemed to me advisable to make a rule that no
building cogting more than $2,500 should be darted
without the specid sanction of this Council; consequently |
propose to trandfer this sum of $5,700 to the goecid votel
am asking for to-day, and the Director of Public Works has
noted thet | expect a saving of $5,000 to be made on these
Miscdlaneous Worksitem.

ANANCIAL.

The CoLoniaL Secremary, by command of H.e the
Governor, lad on the table report of the Finance
Committee No. 5, and moved its adoption.

The CoLoniaL TReasurRer Seconded, and the motion was
agreed to.

WORKMENSCARS

The ATTorRNEY -GENERAL—SIT, | beg leave to move the
resolutions standing in my name.

Theresolutionswere—

"1. Reolved that the resolution regarding the running of
workmen's cars by the Hongkong Tramway Electric

Company, Limited, passad by the Legidative Council on
the 15th September, 1904, berescinded asfrom to-day.

2. Resolved that until further notice the Hongkong
Tramway Electric Company, Limited, shall provide the
following number of cars
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every morning and evening, & such hours not being
laer than 7 am. nor earlier than 530 pm, as the
Company shdl think most convenient for artisans,
mechanics and daily labourers, & fares not exceeding 2
cents for the single journey and 3 cents for the return

journey:—
MORNING.

From Kennedy Town to Arsend Stret, 2 cars

From North Poirt to the junction of Wing Lok Street
and Connaught Roed, 4 cars.

EVENING.
From Arsend Stregt to Kennedy Town, 2 cars

Fom the junction of Wing Lok Strest and
Connaught Road to North Poirt, 4 cars.”

These resolutions have reference to the running of
workmen's cars by the Hongkong Tramway Electric
Company. The present resolution which compes the
Company to run certain cars a certain times has been
found to work hardly upon the Company, the workmen
for whom the cars are running nat teking advantage of
them. The Company, nevertheless, have been obliged to
run these cas. The mater hes been under the
condderation of a amdl committee upon which <, |
understand, the senior unofficid member, Hon. Dr. Ho
Ka, and my friend, the Hon. Mr. Brewin. They will be
ableto give to the Council any further information they
desire asto the reason why the resolutions which | now
move should be passad in place of that passed by the
Coundil on the 15th September, 1904. | now move the
resolution be passed to the effect that the Company shall
run the specified number of cars every morning and
evening a such hours not being later than 7 am. nor
ealier than 5.30 p.m. as the Company may find most
convenient, for artisans, mechanics and daily labourers,
a fares not exceeding two cents for the Sngle journey
and three centsfor the return journey.

The RecisTRAR-GENERAL —| beg to second the
motion. As the Attorney-cenerd sad, these resolutions
are the outcome of certain remarks by the senior
unofficid member on the lagt occasion that aresolution
on the subject was brought before the Council. The
congderation of that resolution was postponed pending
an inquiry into the whole question by the smdl
committee which your Excelency appointed. Thet
committee came to the condusion thet the reason why
the cas were not avaled of 0 much as seemed
reasonable was in a great measure due to the difficulty
which the workmen had in underglanding thet the cars
exiged for ther benefit, which resulted in thar not
taking advantage of them. The committee furnished the
Government with areport, and it wasin consequence of
that report that the present resolution was brought
forward. It of course remains to be seen whether, after

the recommendation of the committee is adopted, the
workmenwill avail themsdves of thesecarsor not. Itis
the intertion of the Government to invite the co-
operation of the Chinese in making known as far as
possble the benefits which the workmen will derive
from moving to the suburbs, and taking advantage of
thisservice of trams.

His ExceLLency—The gig of this resolution is that
the workmen's cars going from the west in the morning
should not as heretofore stop a the Centrd Market but
should go asfar as Arsend Stredt, and that workmen's
cars coming from the east in the morning should not as
heretofore stop a No. 2 Police Station, but should go on
to thejunction of Winglok Street with Connaught Road.
Thet isto say that workmen having their businessin the
west of the town may ill come from eadt of it and find
tramcars convenient, and workmen having their
busness in the east of the town may utilise the
workmen's carsfrom thewest.

Themotion wasagreed to.
MINING LICENCES

The ATtorney - GeneraL moved the fird reeding of
aBill entitled "an Ordinance to empower the Governor
to grant licencesto search for and prove minerdsand to
grant licences and leases of land for the purpose of
working minesand mineras.”

The CoLoNIAL SEcReETARY Seconded.

His ExceLLency—The origin of the Bill now being
introduced is an gpplication which wasreceived in July
of last year from the Hon. Sir Paul Cheter for alicence
for himsdlf and his employees with respect to mineras
in the New Territory. As hon. memberswill be aware
attempits that were madeto get mineralsfromwheat are
now the New Territories a atime before these territories
came under British jurisdiction failed. The gentlemen
who have taken up the undertaking again are, however,
confident that they arelikely to meet with more success
in the future than has been met with in the past.
Certainly if they do meet with successtheir operations
will greatly assist the development of that part of the
Colony. It istherefore necessary that the Government
should give them every reasonable assistance. | was
advised by the Law Officersof the Crown that | had no
power as matters stood to grant the permission to mine
in the Colony which was asked for. Article 12 of the
Letters Patent of 19th January, 1888, constituting the
office of Governor and the Commander-in-chief of
Hongkong and its dependencies, setsforth the power of
the Governor as regards grants. (Quotes.) No
instructions have been addressed to the Governor of
Hongkong with regard to the disposition of land for
mining purposes, and asthereareno laws or reguletions
in force on the subject the Attorney-cenerd advisesthat
the simplest way of dealing with it is for
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the Coundil to pass a short Bill giving the Governor in
Council the necessary authority to grant prospecting and
mining licences and mining leases. Thet isthe object of the
Bill now introduced.

The motion was agreed to.

NAVAL AND MILITARY WORKS

The AttorNEY -GENERAL Moved the second reading of
the Bill entitled " an Ordinanceto authorize the condtruction
and maintenance of certain nava and military works upon
and over catain portions of the Crown foreshore and sea
bed stuate upon the harbour frontage of the City of
Victorig, in this Colony." He said—The reason for the
introduction of this Bill gppeers on the short memorandum
which is atached to the Bill itsdlf. Shortly it is to legdise
the erection and maintenance of the works that may be
necessary for the effective working of the Army and Navy.
Aseveryoneisavare very extendve navd worksare é the
present moment in progress. The Ordinance legdises what
has been donein respect of any navd or military works and
legdises whatever may be necessary in the future. The Bill
isonethat ought to passshortly.

The CoLoniaL-secreTaRY Seconded, and the motion was
agreed to.

The ATtTorNEY -GENEraL moved that the Coundil go into
Committee

The CoLoniAL SecreTary seconded, and thiswas agreed
to.

Onthe Council resuming,

His ExceLency reported that the Bill had passd
through committee without materia amendment.

THEDENTISTSBILL.

The ATToRNEY -GENERAL Sald—With respect to the third
order of the day, Snce the lagt meeting of the Council when
| sated that | would move the adoption of the report of the
Lawv Committee on the Bill, | have had certan
amendments suggested to me which | think are worthy of
congderation. | would therefore propose thet, ingteed of the
Bill being conddered by acommittee of the whole Council,
it be referred back to the Law Committee and brought up &
the next meeting of the Coundil.

The CoLoniAL SecreTary seconded, and thiswas agreed
to.

ASYLUMSBILL.

The AttorNEY -GENERAL moved the third reading of the
Bill entitled "An Ordinance to provide for the establishment
of asylumsfor the detention, custody and care of persons of
unsound mind, and others™

The CoLoniaL Secrerary seconded, and the Bill was
passed.

His Exca.Lency— adjourn the Council to Thursday,
28th dune.

FINANCE COMMITTEE.

A meding of the Fnance Committee was hedd
afterwards — the Colonid Secretary presding. The
following votes were passed.—

The Governor recommended the Council to vote asum
of three thousand dollars ($3,000) in ad of the vote
Sanitary Department—Other Charges, Plague, for the
following items—

Compensation for damages by disinfection, -—-- $1,000

Plague corpses, cogt of burial, ——-------------reene- 2000
L[ (— $3,000
BONUS

The Governor recommended the Coundil to vote a sum
of one hundred and severtty dollars ($170) in ad of the
vote Judicda and Legd Depatments B.—Magidracy--
other Charges, Bonusto Mr. T. A. Hanmer.

KOWLOON POST OFACE

The Governor recommended the Coundil to vote a sum
of five thousand saven hundred dollars ($5,700) in ad of
the vote Public Works Extreordinary, Buildings—Pogst
Office, Kowloon.




