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28 JUNE, 1906.

PrESENT—

His Exca.Lency THE GovERNOR, SR MATTHEW NATHAN,
K.cmG.

His Exca.Lency MAJOR-GENERAL VILLIERS HaTToN, C.B.
(Commanding the Troops).

Hon. Mr. T. Sercoviee SvimH (Colonid Secretary).
Hon. SR H. S BerkeLEY, (Attorney-cenerd).
Hon. Mr. A. M. THomson (Colonid Tresaurer).
Hon. Mr. A. W. BrewiN (Registrar-cenerd).

Hon. Captain L. A. W. Barnestawrence, RN.
(Harbour Magter).

Hon. Mr. W. CratHam (Director of Public Works).
Hon. Dr. HoKai,M.B.,CM.,CM.G.

Hon. Mr. Wg Y uk.

Hon. Mr. E. OssoRNE.

Hon. Mr. E. A. HewerT.

Hon. Mr. W. J. GRessON.

Mr. A. G. M. FLercHer (Clerk of Councils).

MINUTES

The minutes of the previous medting were read and
confirmed.

HANANCIAL.

The ColoniaL  Secretary, by command of His
Excdlency, laid on the table Financid Minutes 41 and 42,
and moved that they be referred to the Finance Committee.

The CoLoniAL TrReaSURER Seconded.

His ExceLLency—The firg of these two smdl votes,
which it is proposad to refer to the Finance Committes, is
reguired on accourt of there having unfortunatdy been
more executions this year than lagt year. The necessity for
the second arises from a preliminary ingpection of weghts
and measuresthat was made in the New Territory, where it
was found that rough sted yards not very accurate and
giving fadlities for fraud were in generd use. An ingpector
of weights and measures has therefore been gppointed, and
the vote now asked for is to provide sandard weights for
hisguidance.

Thiswasagread to.

HNANCE COMMITTEESREPORT.

The CoLoniAL Secretary moved that the report of the
Financid Committee be adopted.

The CoLoniaL TreasureRr Seconded, and thiswas agreed
to.

LAW COMMITTEE

The ATTORNEY -GENERAL moved the adoption of the
report of the Standing Law Committee, which having
conddered the Bill entitled "' an Ordinance to regulate the
qualifications and to provide for the registration of
dentists," at three consecutive meetings, found it
impracticable under existing circumstancesto frame a
measure which would beer equally upon the various races
of the community, and unanimously recommended that the
Bill be withdrawn. He said—As honourable memberswill
observe, the Law Committee, after having had three
consecutive meetings to consider this Bill, have cometo
the conclusion it would be best for the Government to
withdraw this Bill. The reasonswhich led the Committee
to adopt that course | think | will, with your permission,
gate to you. At the second reading of this Bill it passed
without any comment of any kind except from myself.
There was no opposition to the principle and | assumed
thet it was generdly accepted asaBill which might passas
it was framed. | therefore moved that the Bill be referred to
the Law Committee. | am not certain | am not somewhat to
blamein having withdrawn the Bill by that motion from
the condderation of the general body of the members of
the Council and referred it to a special body, the Law
Committee, whose duty isto seethat the Bill initslegal
shapeiscaculated to give effect toitsprinciples. Thet Bill
came before the Law Committee, and that was all the
Committee gave its atention to. The Bill came back with
dight modifications, nothing that would affect the principle
of the Bill, which set forth that persons entitled to practice
dentistry in the Colony should possess certain
qualifications set out in the Bill. After the Bill wasread a
second time certain criticisms were suggested, criticisms
made with the object of improving the Bill no doubt, but
criticisms which it would have been well had they been
delivered by members at the table. The Bill was again
considered in the light of the suggestions that had been
meade, and was brought up to the Council asecond time. In
the meantime, between the report by the Committee and
the meeting of the Council to consider the report, the Bill
had been subjected to further criticiam. Thefirgt point was
that the Bill if passed into law would cause dentistry to be
dearer to the inhabitants generaly than it is at the present
moment. By restricting the number of persons who
practicein the Colony you will raise the cost of the dental
sarvice. The second objection wasthis, that the effect of
requiring registration of dentistswould be that the great
body of Chinese and other Adaticswho liveinthe Colony
would be deprived of dental aid because the unqualified
Chinese and other dentis'swho practice a present would
pass away in course of time, and would not bereplaced. In
other words the Chinese and other Agiatics would not be
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able to pay the fees which it was naturd to expect
would be demanded by persons who were properly
trained dentigs, as only the qudified persons would be
dlowed to practice. It was suggested thet thet difficulty
might be overcome by exempting what were cdled
Chinexe dentigts, and so the Law Commiittee a its find
congderation of the Bill had these two propostions
beforeit. Asto thefirst of these, it could not be denied.
If they limited the number of persons who were to
practiceit would bedifficult for dentigsto get assdants,
and they could be sure thet priceswill not go down, but
indl probability they would go up. On the second point
they hed to admit that the criticism was exact; that
unless the Bill was dtered in away to exempt Chinese
dentists—those who worked among the poorer people
—the Chinese would be without any denta assstance.
It was proposed to exempt Chinese dentidts as in the
cax of Chinese medicd prattitioners but the hon.
senior unofficiad member, Dr. Ho Kal, pointed out there
was no uch thing as Chinese dentistry. There was a
sysem of Chinese medicine, but you cannot define a
Chinese dentig as practigng a sysem of Chinese
dentidry. It was therefore impossible to amend the Bill
in that way. Having regard to thefirst condderation, and
in view of the difficulty, the impracticatility, from our
point of view, of meking the necessary amendments,
and in view of the fedings which pevaded the
Committee generdly, and which | am indined to think
issomewhat generd throughout the community, thet the
Bill is redly not cdled for in the interests of the
community, the Committee came to the conclusion to
recommend the Government to consent to the Bill
being withdrawn. Therefore, | now move the adoption

of thisreport.

Dr. Ho Kar seconded. He said—When the Bill came
up for the second reeding | did not opposeit in Council,
thinking that in committee some dause might be
introduced to modify the Bill and make it gpplicable to
the mixed community in this Colony, thet isto say those
Europeans or those who care to pay a heavy fee for
high-class dentistry should be &t liberty to do so, but at
the same time the poorer dasses of the community,
Europeans as well as Chinese and others, should as
heretofore be dlowed to employ Chinese or other
dentigs who have not obtained the qudifications
required by the New Ordinance | was thinking of
introducing adause something like the one contained in
the Medicd Ordinance, exempting Chinee datigs
who might be dlowed to practice as heretofore, and
providing thet the provisons of the new Ordinance
should not apply to them. If that were not put in the
effect would be thet a large number of the community
of Hongkong would be without efficient dentdl ad. As
regards Chinese dentigtry, so far as my experience goes
the Chinese have no system of dentistry to spesk of,
mogt of the Chinese dentigs in this Colony practise the

Europeen sysem of dentidry, therefore if that
exemption were granted, the Chinese would be
favoured and the European practitioners would be
placed in a disadvatageous podtion. After a
congderable debate and discusson, it was agreed thet
for the present there was no need for an Ordinance of
thiskind, and for thisreason | beg to second the mation,
and | hope the Council will unanimoudy consent to the
withdrawd of thisBill.

Hon. Mr. HEwerT—I trust | may be in order in
supporting there resolution that this Bill should be
withdrawn, if | state briefly my reasonsfor supporting
the resolution. The hon. and learned Attorney-cenerd
just now seemed to suggest that members who had
criticismsto offer againgt the Bill should have done so
at the second reading. Persondly | disapproved of the
Bill, and | am very glad that this course has been
adopted in connection with it. | did not speak on the
second reading, as the hon. and learned Attorney-
cenera had proposed that it be referred to the Law
Committee, and it seemed to meit would undoubtedly
be materialy atered in committee. If in my ignorance
of the procedure of the Council | deferred my remarks
to alesssuitebledate | express my regret. At the second
reading of the Bill | think | am right in stating that the
hon. and learned Attorney-cenerd dtated thet one of the
reesonsfor the Bill was asfar as possbleto ensure that
for the future persons practising as dentistsin this
Coalony should be professiondly educated as such. He
further spoke of the Bill asbeing liberal in its scope,
"becauseit isproposed to permit persons " possessing
qualifications as dentists other than "those recognised
by the Medicd Council of "england to practice. In other
wordsit is " proposed that the large body of American,
"dentistswho have been practisng herefor "many years
shdl continueto do 0 if they "possessthe qudifications
which the Bill requires "that isto say, if they have a
degree or diploma"granted by the Universities of
Pennsylvania, "michigan or Harvard". Wedl know, Sir,
that it isthe human failing of the fond parent to ignore
the faults of hisoffspring, faults which are patent to the
most casud observer, and | can only suppose thet this
feding explains the mentd attitude which the hon. and
learned Attorney-cenerd has adopted towards hischild,
the Bill for the regigtration of dentigssHedamsthat itis
aliberal measure, but | fail to find any indications of
liberdity inita al; in thisBill the only Sgn of liberdity
apparent was that it was not proposed to deprive
gentlemen who have been following an honourable
calling, with success to themsdlves and satisfaction to
their patrons, of their livelihood. We know perfectly
well that a the number of collegesall over thecivilized
world where diplomas are granted the men must
undergo asaeveretraining, and must be highly qudified
to enter a position of helping suffering
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humanity. If this Bill becomes law none of these men can
practise in Hongkong unless holding a British diploma.
One smdl exception is to be made in favour of dentists
holding certificates granted by three American colleges
done out of the number of colleges which exig in that
country Thet is to say, the effect of this provison is that
only those holding British diplomas or those who are
graduates of the three universtiesin the United States shdll
be entitled to practice. Thisis to practicdly meke a dose
corporation. Members will remember that we are indebted
to the United Sates for the discovery of dentistry. As| have
dready sad, one of the provisons of the Bill wasto ensure
that those who practised dentistry shdll have had a proper
professond training, but Section 2 of the Ordinance
didinctly exempts from professond training any medica
man who likes to practise dentigry in Hongkong. |
maintan, without fear of contradiction from any
unprgudiced hon. member present, that no medica men
who have not been trained as dentists are qudified to act as
dentigts, and | for one should be extremdy sorry to put
mysdf into the hands of medicd men where there were
gecidly trained men whose savices as dentigts were
avalable | will not go further into detail, but 1 would
remark, your Excdlency, thet there are a large number of
people, Chinese and others, who cannat afford to pay the
high fees charged by those specid experts in the Colony
and have to obtain a certain amournt of relief & less codt. |
think it will be admitted thet it is not necessary to have the
same high gandard for dentisry asfor medicd surgery, yet,
according to the Bill, you are enforcing a higher sandard
for dentigs than for medicd prectitioners. The medicad
professionis practicaly thrown open to anyone. According
to Section 12, Sub-sec. 2, of Ordinance 1 of 1834 the
medica profession is open to anyone who has a diploma,
provided he has a good character. (Quotes Section of
Ordinance of 1834). Now in the event of this Bill
becoming law, the effect would be to impose grester
regtrictions upon dentists than are imposed on the medica
profession. If it became law nobody but those holding
British diplomas or diplomas from three American
universties would be dlowed to practise, wheress now
people of any nationdity can practise asdoctors.

The Attorney -ceneral—No. If a Germen doctor
practises here he must have English qudlifications.

Mr. Hewerr— beg your pardon. | am amember of the
Medicd Board and have been for over two years | only
remember one gpplication baing refused. That wasa doctor
holding a diploma from a college in the United States, and
the reason the application was refused was that he had not
served the minimum number of yearsthat are required by
the British Medicd Board. If this Bill is put forward in the
interets of the public, it will have to be condderably
modified. | have pointed out thet it will make dentistry a
close corporation, that it will not improve the sandard of
dentigtry, that it would increase the cost of charges here,
which are dreedy sufficiently high, and it will deprive the
poorer dassof peopleof any dentd aidat dl. | canonly say,
in condudon, that this Bill does not appear to have been

cdled for, except perhaps by one or two professona men.
Neither the mgority of the members of the professon nor
the public generdly desre this messure, which is
abolutdy unnecessary and uncdled for. Furthermore, |
maintain its provisons are unjudt. They are opposed to the
principles on which our colonies have been successfully
governed, that we admit anybody, whatever his nationdity,
provided he comes here to work honestly and is likdly to
make a good ditizen. Why should we depart from the
traditions of our empire and begin to legidate aganst
certain people? | am glad the Bill has been withdrawn, and
| hope thet next time a Dentigts Regidration Bill is brought
forward it will be free of the objectionable features which
thisBill possesses

His ExceLLency—Before putting the mation | should
like to enquire of the Hon. the Attorney Generd whether
without this Bill it is possble for dentigs not holding a
British diplomato recover fees?

The AtTorRNEY -GENERAL—I don't know. | would rather
not say.

The CoonaL TrReasuUrRer — That is a mater of
agreamert, Sir.

His Excaency —Can you recover on such an
agreament?

The CoLoniaL TREASURER—Certainly.

Mr. Hewerr—The usud practice here among dentigtsis
to examine you for nothing and give you an edimate of the
cogt of thework that may be necessary.

His ExceLency—That hardly answers the quedtion |
asked.

Mr. Hewerr—! beg your pardon.

His ExceLLency—The question is whether they can
legdlly recover fees?

The ATTORNEY -GENERAL—I cannot say. There is no
legidation onthe subject.

The CoLoniaL SecreTaRv—Thereisan Imperid Act.
The ATTORNEY -GENERAL—YES.
Themotionwas agreed to.

REFUSE DESTRUCTOR.

The Hon. Director of PusLic Works laid on the teble
the report of prooeedings of the Public Works Committee
a ameseting hdd on June 214. It reed asfollows

The Committee had beforeit ascheme for redaiming an
areaof landimmediatdy west of Cadogan Strest and south of
Chater Street (extended), and for erecting onthisadestructor
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cgpable of dedling with 100 tons of refuse per day, together
with quarters for a superintendent and 300 coolies, the
edtimated cost being asfollows—

Redamation of dte, incduding 50-foot

roed in extenson of Chater Street -————-----$160,700
Dedructor  buildings, including piled

foundtions chimney, approach road

(incline) and iron boundary fence -------------—- 93,100
Machinery, induding 12 cdls and

furnaces with fan and enging, two

boiles, dab-making maching, tram-

linesand trucks, &c. 82500
Quartersfor Superintendent ------—-————————— 15,000
Do. 300 Coolies 75,000

Totdl $431,300

After full discussion it was resolved unanimoudy thet
the Committee are prepared to recommend, in principle,
the provison of a destructor for deding with the refuse of
the dity of Victoria, but advise that, before any further steps
are taken, the makers of the type of destructor which it is
proposed to adopt should be requested to send out a
representative to investigate locd conditions and submit a
tender, accompanied by aguaranteefor 3 years, for deding
effectively with 100 tons of refuse per day.

His ExcaLency —I| have dready explaned to the
Council thet it will not be possibleto take action & once on
this report of the Public Works Committee with regard to
the proposad refuse dedtructor. The subject is one which
has been under my condderation for a long time. | am
perfectly stisfied thet the provison of such a destructor is
the only satisfactory way of getting rid of the refuse of this
city. | assure the Council the matter will not be lost sight of
a 00n as it posshle to make the necessary financid
provisonfor it.

MINERALSIN THENEW TERRITORY.

The ATtTorNEY -GENERAL Moved the sacond reading of
the Bill entitled "An Ordinance to empower the Governor
to grant licences to search for and prove minerds and to
grant licences and leases of land for the purpase of working
minesand minerds” He said—If minerals should be found
in the New Territory it is well the Governor should have
the right to authorise persons to go and progpect for them.
If they should be found in paying quantities it would add
enormoudy to the wedlth of the Colony. It is dedrable thet
His Excdlency should have power to grant licences and
leases

The CoLoniAL SecreTary seconded, and thiswas agreed
to.

On the mation of the ATTorNEY -GENERAL, Seconded by
the CoLoniaL SecreTary, the Council went into committee
and conddered the Bill dauseby dause.

Onthe Council resuming,

His ExceLency reported that the Bill had passed
through committee without amendment.

The ATTorNEY -GENERAL—The Bill hes just passed
through committee, and as the next medting of Council
will not befor some consderabletimeit iswell thet the Bill
giving these powers should become law a the earliest
possible moment. | beg to move the sugpension of the
Standing Orders, and with the consent of this House to
movethet the Bill beread athird time.

The CoLoniAL Secrerary seconded, and the Bill passed
into law.

BILL DISCHARGED.

The AttornEY -GENERAL moved that the second order of
the day, the condderation in committee of the Dentigts Bill,
be discharged.

The CoLoniaL SecreTary seconded, and thiswas agreed
to.

NAVAL AND MILITARY WORKS

The AttorNEY -GENERAL moved the third reading of the
Bill entitted “an Ordinance to authorize the condruction
and maintenance of certain nava and military works upon
and over catan portions of the Crown foreshore and sea
bed dtuate upon the harbour frontage of the City of
Victoriainthis Colony.”

The CoLoniAL Secrerary seconded, and the Bill passed
into law.

His Exca.Lency—The Councl stands adjourned till
after the meeting of the Finance Committee.

FINANCE COMMITTEE.

A medting of the Finance Committee was held after
wards—the Colonid Secretary presiding.

Thefallowing voteswere passed:

PRISON DEFARTMENTS

The Governor recommended the Council to voteasum
of one hundred dollars ($100) in ad of the vote Police and
Prison Department, Prison—COther Charges, Executioner's
Fee, and for Inflicting Corpora Punishmert.

JUDICIAL AND LEGAL.

The Governor recommended the Council to voteasum
of four hundred and eighteen dallars and thirty cents
($41830) in ad of the vote Judidd and Legd
Depatments, B.— Magistracy—Other Charges, New
Territories Weights.

On the Council resuming—
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The CoLoniaL SecreTarv—AS it is understood that the The CoLoniaL TReasurer seconded, and thiswas agreed
Council will not meet till 6th September it may be | tO.
necessaty to use the money provided for in the two
minutes just passed by the committee. | beg to report, Sir, His ExceLLency—The Council sands adjourned until
tha the sums of money recommended to be pad in | Thursday, September 6th, a 2.30 p.m. when | hope to be
Fnancid Minutes 41 to 42 have been goproved | abletolay before hon. membersthe Edtimatesfor the year
unanimoudly. | beg to move the adoption of thereport. 1907 and ds0 someimportant legidation.




