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6+ SEFTEMBER, 1906.

PrEsENT:—

His ExceLLENcY THE GOVERNOR, SR MATTHEW
NaTHAN, K.CM.G.

Hon. CooniaL Darung, RE.  (Officer
Commanding the Troops).

Hon. Mr. T. SmroomBe SwitH  (Colonid
Secretary).

Hon. Sr H. S Berxeer, K.C. (Attorney-
cengrd).

Hon. Mr. A. M. THouson (Colonia Treesurer).

Hon. Captain L. A. W. BARNES-LAWRENCE, RN.
(Harbour Magter).

Hon. Mr. W. CHatHam (Director of Public
Works).

Hon. Mr. . J. BapeLey (Captan-super-intendent
of Police).

Hon. Dr. HoKai, M.B.,,CM.,CM.G.
Hon. Mr. We Y k.

Hon. Mr. E. OsBORNE.

Hon. Mr. E. A. HEweTT.

Hon. Mr. W. J. GRESSON.

Mr. A. G. M. FLercHer (Clerk of Coundils).

MINUTES

The minutes of the previous meseting were reed
and confirmed.

NEW MEMBERS

Colond Darling and Mr. F J Baddey took the
oath and assumed thair seats as members of Council.

HISEXCELLENCY'SADDRESS

His ExceLLENCY—Gentlemen: Thework to be
done during this Autumn session isto vote sums of
money in accordance with financial minutes Nos. 44
to 64, which | shdl explain to the Council when the
Colonia Secretary movesthet they bereferred to the

Finance Committee, and also to passthe six Bills
which appear in the Orders of the Day, and four
otherswhich will presently be added to those Orders.
Of the six billswhichiit is proposed to read for the
firgt timeto-day thefirgt, an Ordinance to amend the
Codeof Civil Procedure, has been introduced a the
desire of the Chief Justice. His Honour originally
suggested that in place of an Ordinance amending
certain parts of the Code one should be passed to
empower thejudgesto make amendmentsfromtime
totime. Remembering having read of the satisfaction
with which the present Ordinance was received in
1901 as giving some finality to this Code, the
recommendation of the Chief Jugtice did not seemto
me oneto befollowed, and | ascatained that thiswas
asotheopinion of thelegd professoninthe Colony:
they considered it would be better that any
amendments necessary should be made by direct
legislation. Of the necessity for amendments
contained in the Bill now beforeyou | am scarcely
abletojudge asthey are of so technical anature, but
the Bill will bereferred in due courseto the Law
Committee who will no doubt pay attention to any
representations with regard to it that they might
receive from the barristers and solicitors of the
Coalony. The second Bill, an Ordinance to amend the
Lunacy Ordinance of 1906, is merely to effect a
verbd dteration, directed by the Secretary of Stete,
on the Bill recently passed. The words "High Court
of Judicature’ were employed instead of "supreme
Court of Judicature," which ought to have been used.
The Bill for amending the Merchant Shipping
Ordinance of 1899 conssts of two effective dauses,
of which the first isto prevent junks or launches
lying dongside or off shipswithout the permission of
the master in the same way as they are now
prevented from lying alongside or off wharves
without the permission of the owner. The second
provision of the Bill isintended to revise the junk
regulations so as to lessen the attendance of junk
masters at the Harbour Office and generally to
smplify the procedurein connection with the various
permitsthat junk masters are required to possess. At
the sametimeit is proposed to do away with the
system of securitiesthat at present prevails, asitis
believed to giverisetoirregularities prejudicialy
affecting the Chinese junk masters. When the Bill
comes up to be read asacond time the Harbour Madter
no doubt will giveafull explanation of itsprovisons.
The Bill for the amendment of the New Territories
Land Ordinanceisfor the purpose of mekingacdam
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for rent "a proceeding rdating to land" so asto givethe
Land Officer exclusve jurisdiction in cases of such
dams under $500. The Land Officer hasdl the records
a hisdigposa and has a persond acquaintance with the
district and with theways and customs of itsinhabitants.
It was the intention of the origind Ordinance that he
should have this jurisdiction, but it wes held in a recent
case thet daims for rent were not proceadings relaing
to land and <0 did not come under the provisons of the
New Teritories Land Ordinence of 1905. It is now
desired to bring them under the provisons of tha
Ordinance. The object of the Bill for the trandfer of
catan sums forming part of the Praya Reclamation
Fund to the Generd Revenueisto avoid paying 20 per
cent. to the Imperid Government on the sums returned
to the Colonid Government on the find adjustment of
the Praya Redamation Fund. The Bill has been
goproved by the Secretary of Sae the Lords
Commissioners of the Treasury, and the Army Council
have ds0 expressed their concurrence. The lagt of the
gx Bills on the Orders of the Day is to amend the
Regulation of Chinese Ordinance 1838, and is due to
the recommendation contained in the last annud report
of the Regigrar Generd, which waslaid on the table of
this Council, that the registration of householders should
be extended to Old Kowloon. The Regigtrar Generd
hes dated that he has tdked this over with various
representatives of the Chinese community and thet they
werein favour of the extenson. The police consider that
the Ordinence is most useful in  identifying
householders, and the Crown Solicitor advised thet itis
a0 useful to the mercantile community. 1t occurred to
me that as we were going to amend the Ordinance it
would be beiter to take generd powersfor extending the
provisons to any part of the Colony to which it might
be congdered to extend them from time to time ingteed
of only redricting the extenson to Old Kowloon. In
addition to these Sx Bills | shdl ask the Coundil to pass
during the present session the Supply Bill for 1907. Last
year the corregponding Bill was introduced on the 7th
September. This year | had hoped to introduce it on the
6th. As members are aware the tenders for the Opium
Farm were, however, only opened on the 315 August
and as the revenue to be derived from the Opium Farm
affected congderably the estimates for the coming year
it was necessary to carefully recongder these estimates
and to dday for aweek the introduction of the Supply
Bill. Another bill which will be introduced later is the
Prepared Opium Bill in substitution of the onepassed in
1904. The old Ordinance will be repeded and re-
enacted 0 as to indude morphine under its provisons,
and dso with aprovison to encble Government to have
some check on the importation of that drug. Later on it
is proposed to introduce anew Trades Marks Ordinance,
to trande the regidraion of trade marks from the
Colonia Secretary's officeto that of the Regidtrar of the

Supreme Court, to which officeit more grictly pertains,
and d the same time to introduce certain modifications
into the Ordinance which have been introduced into the
Home Act, basad on the decisons of judges in the
Courts a home. Ladlly, it is proposed to introduce a
Widows and Orphans Penson Fund Ordinance.
Members will remember that | promised such
Ordinance this time lagt year. It was then intended to
trandfer the fund from the directorswho now administer
it s asgparate fund to the Government, and to merge it
in the generd accounts of the Colony. Thisproposd did
not find favour with those particularly interested in the
fund. The Bill which will be introduced this sesson
does not trandfer the fund. It Smply introduces some
provisons which will be favourable to those who
contributetoit.

PAPERS

The CoLoniAL SecreTARry, by commend of His
Excdlency the Governor, laid on the tablethe following
papers—Report of the Director of Public Worksfor the
year 1905, and Report on the Assessment for the years
1906-1907.

ANANCIAL MINUTES

The CoLoniAL SecreTAry, by command of His
Excdlency the Governor, lad on the table Financid
Minutes Nos. 44 to 64, and moved that they be referred
to the FAnance Committee

The CoLoniAL TREASURER Seconded.

His ExceLLency—Financid Minute No. 44 for $170
IS necessary owing to provision having been madein
the estimatesin error for only removing the hulk Hygeia
to Stonecutters Idand and not for also moving it back
into itsusua position. Anancid Minute No. 45 for $100
isrequired owing to incidental expensesin connection
with the Lunatic Asylum having been under-estimated,;
alarger sum has been provided in the estimates of 1907
than was provided in 1906. Financid Minute No. 46 for
$900isin aid of thevote for education and is necessary
owing to it not having been anticipated that Mr. Bird.
the senior assistant English master at Queen's College
would goinfor hisfind language examination during
thisyear. Financid Minute No. 47 for $8,000 isrequired
owing to more compensation having been awarded than
was anticipeted for scavenging lanesin therear of houses
to be erected or re-erected on land held under recent
grants, these lanes had to be resumed by Government
under Section 180 of the Public Hedlth and Buildings
Ordinance. Financid Minute No. 48 for $50isto provide
for payment to Sergeant Gerrard, one of the Police
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Sargeats in the New Teritories, for examining into
the ddfdcations of an absoonding shroff there The
examination was ubsquently verified by the locd
auditor. It wasexpeditioudy and accuratdy carried out,
and was outdde Sageant Gerards regular duties
Finandd Minute No. 49 for $2,000, is to provide for
evening extendon dasses @ Quean's College The
Coundl will remember thet legt year a desire was
expresd by one of its membas that a lager
proportion of the revenue of the Colony should be
expended on education. This desire coincides with my
own, but as | pointed out on that occason the difficulty
is to find how a larger expenditure can be profitabdly
incurred. Lagt year an attempt was made to edblish a
collegiate course & Queen's College a which higher
indruction then in the ordinary college course would
be given. The indruction was to take place in the day-
time, and would have been in continuaion of the
college course. This scheme falled, for parents do not
cae to kexp thar boys longer & schod then is
ablutdy necessary to fit them for ordinary dericd
work. The stheme now proposed gets over this
difficulty by having the dasses in the evening. It hes
been published in detal in the Gazette and hes no
doubt been gudied by hon. members It has aso been
supported inthelocd Press and if it provesasucoess |
gl be prepared to maeke arrangements for extending
it. 1 may mention thet the Secretary of State, inreply to
my despetch asking for his sanction to my submitting
this vote to the Coundl, dated thet he cordidly
goproved the scheme and should be gad to hear thet
the dasss proved a success | gdl be vay
disgppainted if they do not prove a uccess. Fnandid
Minute No. 50 for $25000 is to complete the
resumption of propaty for the Cantonxowloon
ralway. The vote is asked for in extendon of the
origind vote on which thiswork was carried out by the
Director of Public Works. Evertudly this expenditure
will be trandared to the ralway loan. FHnaendd
Minute No. 51 for $300 is necessary owing to more
then the average number of indictments for murder
having bean filed for the current year. Finanad Minute
No. 52 of $2,000 ismainly dueto the production of the
Civil Lig which isanew publication. Finendid Minute
No. 53 for $250isfor providing tdephonesfor the new
Harbour Office. Finendd Minute No. 54 for $250 is
for the conveyance of documents in the New
Teritories in connection with the prepardion of the
new rent rall there. Finendid MinuteNo. 55 for $280is
for catain minor works nat induded in the arigind
edimatesfor Green Idand lighthouse and light keeper's
quarters, but which are now conddered necessary. An
extra room and gtore have been provided. Financid
Minute No. 56 is for an addition of $5024 for
scavenging & Tamchatsoi. The necessity for thisarises
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from the esimate having been for $2,576 wheress the
lowest tender was $8,600. The risein the tender isno
doubt due to the more gringent conditionsimposed by
the Sanitary Board. Finenad Minute No. 57 for
$1,073isfor new furniturefor the new Harbour Office
Fnandid Minute No. 58 for $125 is for cod for the
Pogt Office geam launches, and is due to the rise in
price of cod in the early pat of the year. Finandid
Minute No. 59 for $150 is for incdentd expenses
connected with the egablisiment of a amdl new
schoal a FAingshan in the New Territories Evertudly |
hopeto have alarger schod which will do bath for the
children of Fingshan and Un Long and <o obvigte the
necessity of two schoolsin the esgtern part of the New
Teritoies. But that will involve condderadle
expenditure, 0 | thought it advissble for the present to
teke advantage of the offer of the people to st aside
thar ancedtrd templefor the new school they asked for.
Fnancid Minute No. 60 for $2,067 isfor filling up a
poal on the right-hend Side of Robinson Road as you
go nothwards jus before you meat the South
Gacoyne Road. The occupiers of a house caled
"Parkdgde' adjoining this podl, complaned to the
Sanitary Board of the nuisance causad by it and asked
that it might be removed, and the Sanitary Board
requested the Governmert to do this The pod is on
three propaties, one bdongng to Govenmert,
ancther lot bdonging to a private owner and the third
to the owner of "parksde” It ssemed advisble that the
whalework should bedone a onetime, so we gpplied
to the adjoining owners to do the work with us, or to
dlow usto doit for them. The owner of onelot said he
had dreedy made arangements, while the owner of
"rarkdde’ dedined to do anything in the matter.
Finendid Minute No. 41 isfor $2,009 for repairsto the
Gap Rock cable Thisis unsatisfactory. as in pite of
these continued repairs to Gap Rock cable we find it
vay difficult to kegp up communication with the
lighthousa The métter is recaiving the atention of the
Govaernment. Congiderable repairswere carried out for
us by the Cable Company a short time ago, but the
cable broke dmog as soon asthework was completed.
Fnendd Minute No. 62 for $3500 is for cod for
launches bdonging to the Palice Departmernt, and is
required owing to the same cause as the addition
dready asked for in connection with the Pogt Office
launches $1,500 is for repairs to launches and boats
which aredlder and require morereparsthan formerly.
Fnendd Minute No. 63 for $540 isfor an dlowance
to the Captain Supeintendent of Police who hes
recently passed in Hakka Finanad Minute No. 64 for
$150 is for a hand cart for the digtribution of papers
fromthe Colonid Secretary's Office.

Themation wascaried.
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NEWBILLS

The AtTornEY -GENERAL Moved the fird reading of a
Bill entitled "an Ordinance to amend the code of Civil
Procedure”

The CoLoniaL Secrerary seconded, and the motion was
agreed to.

The Attorney -General moved the firg reading of a
Bill entitted "an Ordinance to amend the Lunacy
Ordinance, 1906."

The CoLoniAL SecreTary seconded, and the motion was
agreed to.

The Attorney -GeneraL moved the firg reading of a
Bill entitled "an Ordinance further to amend the Merchant
Shipping Ordinance, 1899, and for other purposes™

The Harsour-masTER Seconded, and the motion was
agreed to.

The AtTornEY -GENERAL Moved the fird reading of a
Bill entitted "'an Ordinance to amend the New Territories
Land Ordinance, 1905."

The CoLoniAL SecreTary seconded, and the motion was
agreed to.

The Attorney - General moved the firgt reading of a
bill entitted "an Ordinance to trander to the Generd
Revenue catan sums forming pat of the Praya
Redlamation Fund.”

The CoLoniaL Secrerary seconded, and the motion was
agreed to.

The Attornery - GeneraL moved the firgt reading of a
bill entitled "an Ordinance to amend the Regulation of
Chinese Ordinance, 1883."

The CoLoniAL SecreTary seconded, and the motion was
agreed to.

His ExceLLency—The Councl gands adjourned till
Thursday, 13th September, & 2.30 p.m.

FINANCE COMMITTEE.

A meding of the Fnance Committee was hed
immediatdy after the Coundcil, the Colonid Secretary
presiding. Thefollowing voteswere passad—

MEDICAL DEFARTMENTS

The Governor recommended the Coundil to voteasum
of one hundred and seventy dollars ($170) in ad of the
vote Medicd Departments, B.—Hospitdls and Asylums,
Infectious Hogpitds— Other  Charges, Hospitd  Hulk
Hygeia—Shifting, towing and mooring Hygela.

The Governor recommended the Coundil to voteasum
of one hundred dallars ($100) in ad of the vote Medicd
Depatments, B. — Hogitds and Asylums, Lundic
Asylums—Other Charges, Incidenta Expenses

EDUCATIONAL.

The Governor recommended the Council to voteasum
of nine hundred dollars ($900) in ad of the vote Education,
B.—Queen's College—Other Charges, Allowance to Mr.

R. E. O. Bird, Senior Assstant English Master, who has
pased the examindion in Cattonese, Colloquid and
Written.

COMPENSATION CLAIMS

The Governor recommended the Council to vateasum
of eight thousand dollars ($8,000) in ad of the vote Public
Works Extreordinary, Public Hedth and Buildings
Ordinance, 1903— 31.—Compensation.

GRATUITY.

The Governor recommended the Council to voteasum
of fifty dollars ($50) in ad of the vote Tressury, A—
Treesurer's Office, New Territory — Other  Charges
Gratuity to Police Sergeat Garad for examining
accounts

EVENING CLASSES

The Governor recommended the Council to vateasum
of two thousand dollars ($2,000) in ad of the vote
Education, A.—Department of Ingector of Schools—
Other Charges, Evening Conttinuation Classes.

RAILWAY SURVEY.

The Governor recommended the Council to voteasum
of twenty-five thousand dollars ($25,000) in aid of the vote
Public Works Extraordinary, Communications — 15.
Ralway to Canton,—Survey and Prdiminary Work.

CounseLs' Fees.

The Governor recommended the Council to voteasum
of three hundred dollars ($300) in ad of the vote Judicid
and Legd Depatments A. —Supreme Court,—Other
Charges, Feesto Counsd for Prisonersin Capitd cases.

BLuE Book Expenses.

The Governor recommended the Council to voteasum
of two thousand dollars ($2,000) in ad of the vote
Miscellaneous Sarvices, Printing and Binding the Blue
Book, &c., &c.

MAINTENANCE OF TELEGRAPHS.

The Governor recommended the Council to voteasum
of two hundred and fifty dollars ($250) in ad of the vote
Public Works Recurrent, Communications, 8. —
Maintenance of Tdegraphs.

INCIDENTAL EXPENSES.

The Governor recommended the Council to voteasum
of two hundred and fifty dollars ($250) in ad of the vote
Judicid and Legd Departments, D.—Land Regigry Office
—Other Chargesfor New Territories, Incidental Expenses.

LIGHT IMPROVEMENT.

The Governor recommended the Council to voteasum
of two hundred and eighty dollars ($280) in ad of the vote
Public Works Extreordinary, Green Idand Light
Improvement.

ScAVENGING CHARGES.

The Governor recommended the Coundil to vateasum
of five thousand and twenty-four dollars ($5,024) in aid of
the vote Sanitay Depatmet — Other Charges
Scavenging City Villagesand Hill Didtrict.
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NEW HARBOUR OFHCE.

The Governor recommended the Coundl to vote
a aum of one thousand and seventy-three dallars
$1,073) in ad of the vote Harbour Mager's
Department — Other  Charges, Httings for New
Office.

POSTAL CHARGES

The Governor recommended the Coundil to vote
asum of one hundred and twenty-five dollars ($125)
in ad of the vote Pog Office, A.—Hongkong Pogt
Office—Other Charges, Cods Stores, &c., for
Steam Launch.

EDUCATIONAL.

The Governor recommended the Coundil to vote
a sum of fifty dollars ($50) in ad of the vote
Education, Aing Shan (New Territories) Anglo-
chinee School—COther Charges for the fallowing
items—

Furniture $25
Incidental Expenses 25
[0 7: [R— $50

PUBLIC WORKS

The Governor recommended the Coundil to vote
asum of two thousand and sxty-saven dollars and
fifty cents ($2,067.50) in ad of the vote Public
Works Extraordinary,—Hilling in Pool on Crown
Land, Kowloon.

GAPROCK CABLE

The Governor recommended the Coundil to vote

asum of two thousand and nine dollars and seventy-
four cents ($2,009.74) in ad of the vote Public
Works Extraordinary, Repairsto Gap Rock Cable.

POLICE CHARGES

The Governor recommended the Coundl to vote
asum of threethousand five hundred dollars ($3,500)
in ad of the vote Palice and Prison Departments, A.

—FPolice—COther Charges, for thefdlowing items—

Cod, Oil, &c., for Launches -—--———— $2,000
Repairsof Launches & Boats———— 1500
Totd ———————— $3,500

The Governor recommended the Coundil to vote
asum of five hundred and forty dollars ($540) in ad
of the vote Pdlice and Prison Departments, A.—

Police—Other Charges, for thefallowingitems—

Language Allowance to Captain

Superintendent $450
Teachear Allowance to Captan

Superintendent Q0

Totd —--------mmmemm - $540
COLONIAL OFFICE CHARGES

The Governor recommended the Coundil to vote
asum of one hundred and fifty dallars ($150) in ad
of the vote Colonid Secretary's Depatment and
Legidaure—Other Charges, Incidental Expenses.




