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20mH SEPTEMBER, 1906.

PrESENT—

His ExceLLency THE GoVvERNOR, SR MATTHEW
NatHaN, K.CM.G.

Hon. CoLoneL DARLING, R.E. (Officer Commanding
the Troops).

Hon. Mr. T. Seroomee SvitH (Colonid Secretary).
Hon. Sr H. S. BerkeLEy, K.C. (Attorney-cenerd).
Hon. Mr. A. M. THomson (Colonia Tressurer).

Hon. Cgptain L. A. W. BarnesLawrence, RN.
(Harbour Magter).

Hon. Mr. W. CHatham (Director of Public Works).

Hon. Mr. . J. BapbeLey (Captain-superintendent of
Police

Hon. Dr. HoKai, M.B.,CM.,CM.G.
Hon. Mr. WE Y k.
Hon. Mr. E. A. HewerT.

Hon. Mr. W. J. GRESSON.

MINUTES

The minutes of the previous mesting were reed and
corffirmed.

His ExceLLENcY said—Arising out of the minutes
thereisapoint with regard to which | have been asked
to make an explanation to the Council. It may have
gppeared from the debate on the second reading of the

Bill to amend the Code of Civil Procedure thet the legdl
professon had not been consulted by His Honour the
Chief Judtice when drafting the Bill. | can say from
persond knowledge that they were consulted, and |
have been given to underdand that they concurred
generdly inthe scope and provisons of the Bill.

THE TYPHOON: RELIEF MEASURESAND EXPRESSIONSOF
SYMRATHY.

His ExceLLENcYy—Gentlemen: Hongkong has just
suffered from a catastrophe as calamitous, if not more
0, than any which has previoudy befdlen the Colony.
Theloss of lifeand property between the hours of nine
and eleven on Tuesday morning are, asfar ascanbeat
present judged, greater than thoseincurred in the great
typhoon of 1874. None of us arelikely to forget the
scenes of that morning. First of al we saw, when the
typhoon gun was fired about nine o'clock, crowds of
hel pless shipping drifting to the east before the wind.
Then the whole scene was wiped out by the blown
sheets of rain, and an hour later, the atmosphere being
again clear, we saw that the junk and small craft had
disappeared and that many of the large ships were
aground or in distress. What had happened to the
Chinese boatswas evidenced by the gopalling scenes of
desolation along the Praya and the Kowloon shore. |
need not, however, dwell on scenes nor recount the
lossesthat were witnessed and are known to al of you.
It has been suggested in the Pressthat much of theloss
of life and property would have been avoided if the
Observatory had given earlier notice of the gpproach of
the typhoon, and that such earlier notice should have
been possible. | see no grounds for believing this
possibility, but it is due to the public, and also to the
Director of the Observatory that an inquiry should be
held intoit. | have accordingly asked the Commodore
to detail a senior officer of the
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Royd Navy to presde over a smal committee of
which | propose that the other members should be a
master mariner, to be nominated by the Chamber of
Commerce, and the manager of the Eastern Extension
Telegraph Company, if he will be good enough to
serve, A bright feature in the gloomy picture of this
great caamity has been the many acts of heroism and
of duty performed in saving life by civilians, police
and salors. | shal cause an inquiry to be made into
these s0 that they may be duly recorded and
recognised. The Harbour Department, which was
fortunate in keeping dl its vessds has done the
utmogt posshle with them, and will continue the
work of clearing the harbour of debris as repidly as
possible. The Tung Wa Hospita had its launches out
saving lives as long as it could be hoped that there
were any left to be saved and has aforded and is
afording shelter to the many Chinese left dedtitute by
theloss of their floating habitations. The Commodore
readily met my request to send out dl craft that were
left to him, not themsdlves damaged, to pick up any
persons that might be found clinging to wreckage
outside the harbour. Unfortunately the new typhoon,
sgndled about six o'dock last night, brought an end
to the period during which it could be hoped to save
such persons. Two torpedo boat destroyers that were
out on this duty last night were, | am glad to say, able
to regain the harbour this morning. The Commander
of the United States vessel "Cdlao" volunteered to
co-operate with our own Naval Authorities, and his
offer was gladly accepted. The Military Authorities
kindly le¢ me have 150 men yesterday to clear
wreckage which it was thought might cover bodies,
and my hon. and gdlant friend on my right has been
good enough to promise me other working parties to
clear wharves a present so blocked as to prevent the
business of loading and unloading ships proceeding
(applause). We have now to condder what steps
should be taken to afford relief to the large number of
Chinese who have logt their homes and properties.
The majority have, unfortunately, dso logt their lives,
and 0 ae beyond rdief. The Chinese charitable
inditutions are, | undersand, looking dfter the
immediate needs of those who are left degtitute. But
some more permanent assstance is required, and for
this | propose that a public subscription should be
started. | consulted yesterday morning the directors of
the Tung Wa Hospitd, and the Po Leung Kok and the
Didtrict Watchmen Committee in this meatter, and they
agreed to dart a once raising a charitable fund. They
agreed dso that Dr. Ho Ka, Mr. We Yuk, Mr. Fung
Wa-chun, Mr. Lau Chu-pak and Mr. Fang Chi-ngong
(Chairman of Tung Wa directors) should represent
them on a generd committee, to which | propose to
gppoint aso Sir Paul Chater, Mr. E. A. Hewett, Mr. W.
J. Gresson, Capt. BarnesLawrence, the Regigtrar-
cenerd and Mr. H. E. R. Hunter, if they will kindly
consent to serve. | will ask Mr. Hunter to act dso as

tressurer to the committee and to receive a donation
of $500 from mysdf and $100 from the Colonid
Secretary. | propose that this Council should vote to
the fund a sum equd to that obtained from private
subscriptions. As regards further assistance from the
Government, | should like the committee to consider
whether any scheme by which the Government
would lend money on security, but without intere<t,
for the building of native craft could be devised which
would be hepful to junk-owners and not unduly
onerous on the Government. They must bear in mind
that the Government's losses have been heavy, and it
would be ineffectud for Government to grant money
with one hand and take it away by additiond taxation
with the other. In many cases of loss of life dl that we
can give is, from the nature of the cases, our
sympathy. The Colony will, | am sure, grieve that a
French torpedo-boat destroyer should have been lost
while enjoying the hospitdity of our port, and that
this loss should have been accompanied by that of
five brave sdlors. | took it upon mysdf to express
sympathy to Admird Richad, the French
Commander-in-chief in the Far East, and have
received a telegram in reply saying how deeply this
expression had touched the whole French Far Eagtern
fleet. The Council will forgive meif | now refer for a
moment to a persona as wdl as a public loss. | fear
that there are no grounds for hope that we shall over
agan see Bishop Hoare. He was a man we dl
respected, and those among us who knew him well
loved him wdl. | am sure that the Council and the
public sympathize deeply with his bereaved wife and
children. The Colony in its turn has received
sympathy which it will value. Sir Henry Blake has
telegraphed from Kandy:—

"| desire to express degp sympathy with the people
of Hongkong in the serious caamity repesting the
disaster of 1900."

The Governor of Macao has tel egraphed:—

"Je prie que votre Excdlence vouloir bien accepter
I'expresson de notre sympathie et sSnceres
condoléances pour la catastrophe qui a touché
Hongkong".

The Secretary of State hastelegraphed:—

"Your telegram of 18th September received with
greet regret. | especidly deplore the greet loss of life
which the storm has caused. | shdl be glad to learn
further particulars and full detals by post of the
measures taken for the relief of sufferers | would
wish you to express on behdf of His Maesty's
Government their sympeathy with the community of
Hongkong at thisgreet disagter.”
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Lord Elgin has dso st the following message
which | ask you to receive ganding—

"I am commanded by His Mgedy the King to
express the deep regret with which His Mgesty has
learned of the great cdamity which has befdlen the
Colony of Hongkong. His Mgesty grieved to reed of
the immense lass of life among the Chinese population
which your tdegram reports. | am to convey through
you an expression of His Magesty's sympathy with the
immediate sufferers and with the whole community.”

| propose that the Kings message should be
placarded in the town in English and Chinesg, and | ask

you to gpprove of the following replies which | suggest
should be sent to thetdegrams | have read to you:—

To Sr Henry Blake | proposeto tdegrgphi—

"The Legidative Council on behdf of the people of
Hongkong express their gratitude for your sympathetic
messsge.”

Tothe Governor of Macao | proposeto telegraph:—

"La Colonie représntée par le Consall Legidatif
vous remercie cordidement pour votre dépéche §
sympathique”

Tothe Secretary of State | purposeto say—

"Legidaive Council of Hongkong express their
heartfdt thanks for the sympathy of His Mgedty's
Government on the disadtrous effects of the sorm of
September 18th. The Council, Chinee Charitable
Inditutions, Eurapean firms and residents will do what
isinther power to relieve the distressed.”

Inreply to HisMgesty's message | proposeto say—

"Please convey to His Mgesty the King this humble
expression of the greet gppreciation of the Colony of
Hongkong, represented by its Legidative Coundil, for
His Mogt Gracious Mgesty's sympathy for the caa
trophe which has befdlen the Colony, and inform His
Magedy that his people here respond with fedings of
degpest loydty to his loving care of them in this their
digress' (gpplauss).

In conclusion, | have to express my confidence that
the Colony will bear the trid that hes come to it with
that characterigic which was looked upon by the
andent Romans as the highest of virtues and is
catanly an dtribute of every great people, incduding
bath the British and Chinese— mean equanimity, or
the equal mind. Hongkong has had a set-back, but this
will, 1 fed sure cdl forth additiond energy and

earnestiness of purpose, o thet it will nat be long before
it will have retrieved its losses and advanced further
than before towards its great commercid and civilisng
ends (gpplause).

Hon. Dr. Ho Ka—Sir, | am sure members of the
Council have ligened with great interes and
gppreciation to the various messages and telegrams sent
to us condoling with us in our cdamity, notably the
gracious message of His Mogt Gracious Mgesty the
King, and adso those from the Secretary of Stete, the
Governor of Macao and Sir Henry Blake Wedl degply
deplore the sad catastrophe, and | am sure, as Your
Excdlency has just mentioned, thet the community will
bear its losses of life and property with a resolute
equanimity. At the same time it is well thet those who
are not able to help themsdves, and those who have
auffered, should have help from those able to afford it,
and | am pleasad indeed, Sir, that you have dreedy
gopointed a relief committee which will & once take
meesures to rdieve the auffering. | am sure every
member of that committee will work for the sufferers,
and anything which the Government can do in the way
of assding will be, | am sure, gppreciated by the whole
of the Chinese community. Members of the Council
mus dso join with Your Excdlency in expressng
degpest sympathy with Mrs. Hoare in her greet loss.
The Bishop was aman very much repected by dl who
knew him, and beloved by dl who have been privileged
to make his acquaintance or daim hisfriendship. To dl
those who have suffered losses, epedidly losses of
relaions and friends, we extend our sympathy, and |
hope thet in avery short time, when the committee gets
towork, weshdl beableto rdieve many in disress.

Hon. MR. Hewerr—Sir, after theremarks mede by the
senior unofficid member, very little remainsfor meto
say; but | think, representing the section of the
community | havethe honour to do in this Chamber, it is
only fitting | should refer to some of the pointsin Your
Excdlency'sremarks. Thelossto the Colony is, wedl
know, unfortunately very great, and the loss of lifeis
terrible; but | fed confident that already the Colony is
pulling itself together, and that it will not belong before
we get the whole of our businessin train and that the
progress of Hongkong will go on asif, comparatively
pesking, there had been no such check. Your Excdlency
has referred to the question of gppointing acommission
to ded with thepoint raised very generaly anongst the
public asto whether earlier natice might have been given
of the approaching storm by the Observatory, and
consequently amitigation brought about of the great
disaster which has befallen us. Holding the position |
have the honour to do, | have made it my businessto
mekeinquiriesfrom certain experts competent toforman
opinion, and fed quite confident that the finding of the
commission will be that it will exonerate the
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Director and staff of the Observatory. | trust Sncerely
that thiswill be o, and firmly bdievethat it will. With
regard to therelief fund, | am sure Your Excellency's
proposa will meet with the most cordia support of the
whole community. The committee will no doubt get to
work at the earliest possible moment, for we al know
that on occasions of this sort thereisonly oneaxiom to
work upon and that is "those who give quickly give
twice." Your Excellency referred to the possibility of
advances being mede under certain conditionsto former
registered owners of cargo boats to enable them to
recover themsalves. The proposd isasound one, and
will receive the earnest consideration of the committee.
It should result in great good to the native shipping
population who have suffered so terribly in this disagter.
Anather point towhich | must refer, and | fed judtified
in doing 0, isthe sympathetic remarks made by Your
Excellency with regard to theloss of Bishop Hoare. |
fed confident that | am aswdl quaified asany onein
the Colony to endorse the remarks of Your Excellency
and the senior unofficid member. | have had the honour
of hisfriendship for nearly thirty years, and | am sure
the community will endorse mewhen | say that hewas
an upright and God-fearing man, and that uprightly,
sincerely and without fear or favour he carried out the
work provided for him by his Master, and in the
execution of which helost hislife. We deplore his
untimely lossand join in offering our most sincereand
respectful sympathy to those left to mourn him. Itis
satisfactory in the trouble in which wefind ourselvesto
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find sympathy from outsde. The gracious message of
His Mgedy | am sure will be received by the whole
Colony with grateful affection. The messages from the
Secretay of State, the Governor of Maceo and Sir
Henry Blake dl express sympathy which we know is
thoroughly sincere. | dontt think it is necessary for meto
add anything more. | am surewe aredl deeply indebted
to Your Excellency for the prompt manner in which you
dedt with the diseger, and the seps you have teken to
endeavour to mitigate the misfortunes of those who
have suffered by it (applause).

His ExceLLency—It is not proposed to proceed with
the business on the order of the day. The Coundcil stlands
adjourned until thisday week.

JARANS SYMPATHY.

The following message was received from Viscount
Hayashi through Mr. Kumabe Imperid Japanese
Conaul, ater the Coundil meeting—"convey to Sir
Mathew Nahen expresson of vey dncere and
profound sympathy e terrible catastrophe which visited
Hongkong."

H.E. the Governor has asked Mr. Kumabe to convey
to Viscount Hayashi hisgrateful thanksfor hisvery kind
messsge of sympathy which will be very much
gopreciated by the Colony of Hongkong.




