27+ SEPTEMBER, 1906.

PrESENT—

His ExceLLency THE GoVvERNOR, SR MATTHEW
NatHaN, K.CM.G.

Hon. CoLoneL DARLING, R.E. (Officer Commanding
the Troops).

Hon. Mr. T. Seroomee SvitH (Colonid Secretary).
Hon. Sr H. S. BerkeLEy, K.C. (Attorney-cenerd).
Hon. Mr. A. M. THomson (Colonia Tressurer).

Hon. Mr. W. CHatham (Director of Public Works).

Hon. Mr. . J. BapbeLey (Captain-superintendent of
Police

Hon. Dr. HoKai, M.B.,CM.,CM.G.
Hon. Mr. WE Y k.
Hon. Mr. E. A. HewerT.

Hon. Mr. W. J. GRESSON.

MINUTES

The minutes of the previous meeting were reed and
corfirmed.

ANANCIAL MINUTES

The CoLoniAL Secretary by command of His
Excdlency the Governor, laid on the table finencid
minutes No. 65 to 72 and moved that they be referred to
the Finance Committee.

The CoLoniAL TREASURER Seconded.

His ExceLLency—Theitem of $1,500 in Financia
Minute No. 65 for cemetery incidental expensesis
partly due to the opening of anew cemetery at Kai
Lung Wan and is partly for some storm-water works
necessary at the cemetery at Mount Caroline. The
addition of $900 to theitem for the disnterment of dead
bodiesis on account of work which hasbeen carried out
by the Tung Wah Hospital. The addition of $2,000 to
the cost for the year of burial of plague corpses till
leaves the total expenditure on that
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item a some $2,000 less than the amount of the votein
1904. | have dready explained to the Coundl the
provison made for a postd agency a Tientdn. This
agency isto be garted from the 1t October of this yesr,
and Fnandd Minute No. 66 provides for a sum of
$1,170 on account of Other Charges for it. The transit
charges which dso come under the heed of Other
Chargesfor this agency will not be paid until next yesr.
The persond emoluments connected with the agency
will be provided this year from lapsing slaries in the
Pogt Office. The vote of $1,100 asked for in Minute 67
is for improvements in the printing and digribution of
the meteorological regidter, adopted at the suggestion of
the Chamber of Commerce. Financid Minute No. 68
for $20,000 is for typhoon dameages under the heading
of Public Works Extreordinary. This is only an
ingament of what will ultimady be required, but it is
advisable that the Director of Public Works should &
once have some money with which to do the most
urgent work. Fnancia Minute No. 69 includes $3,000
on account of other miscelaneous services to cover the
losses due to discount on subsidiary coinege received
by the Treesurer. The minute aso indudes an item of
$7,000 for refunds of revenue on account of vacant
houses. The remaining three financia minutesded with
amdl sums, and aufficiently explain the purposss for
which they arerequired.

Themotionwascaried.
A TRADE MARKSORDINANCE.

The Attorney  GeneraL—I| ask leave, Sir, to
introduce and reed for the firg time a Bill entitled "an
Ordinance to Consolidate and Amend the Law rdlaing
to Trade Maks', and tha the title shdl be deemed
aufficient for the purposes thereof.

The CoLoniAL SecreTARY seconded, and the motion
wascarried.

THELAW OFEVIDENCE

The ATtorRNEY  GeneraL—| riss S, to ask
permission to introduce and reed for the firgt time a Bill
entitled "an Ordinance to Amend the Law of Evidence',
and that the title be deemed sufficient for the purposes
thereof.

The CoLoniAL SecreTARY seconded, and the motion
wascarried.

THEESTIMATES

The CoLoniAL SecreTary moved the second reeding
of a Bill entitted "an Ordinance to goply a sum not
exceeding five million, two hundred and two thousand,
one hundred and thirty-five dollarsto the Public Service
of theyear 1907." The Colonid Tressurer seconded.

Hon. Mr. Hewer—Your Excellency, | understand it
isthe custom to offer the unofficial members of the
Council an opportunity of passing such criticisms as
may occur to them and appear desirable on the budget

goproprigtion for the year, and | will endeavour to meke
my remarks as brief as possible. We all know the
budget has been to a certain extent upset by an
unfortunate faling off in revenue which occurred at the
last moment, and consequently it was necessary, so we
understand, to revise this budget so to speak at the
eleventh hour. Under the circumstances we have
occasion to congratulate oursalves thet Your Excdlency
was able to put such a satisfactory budget before the
community as you have done. The unofficid members
fedl they are deeply indebted to Your Excdlency for the
lucid explanation which you gave and which helped us
very much in our consideration of the budget. Thefirst
remark | would venture to make with regard to Your
Excellency's budget isthat it is satisfactory, looking
upon it asatemporary budget. | may venture, however,
to say it has not dealt with one point which has
impressed itself very much upon the unofficial
members; that is, we know that our revenueis a
somewhat ephemera one. We have had an indication
lately that we may suddenly haveto facealargefaling
off of that revenue. We believe there are reasonsto fear
that in the future—in afew yearstime—we may seea
il further decreasein the price of the Opium Farm. It
is aso adebateable point whether another leading
source of revenue, theland sales, will be maintained.
On that point thereisadifference of opinion among the
unofficid members. Wefed that it isvery evident that
the revenueis gationary, possibly adeclining one Inthe
next year there may be important public works to be
carried out, and it is necessary that these should not be
postponed. The question of deferring public worksto
balance the budget is a policy which can only be
followed for ayear or 0 at the most. Your Excellency
has suggested three dternativesin order to balance the
budget for the coming year. One wasraising aloan;
another increesing taxation, and the third, retrenchment.
In consultation with my unofficia colleagues | found
there was some difference of opinion with regard to the
question of loans. Persondly, | hold the opinion thet the
policy which Your Excellency has advocated, and
which has been followed by your predecessors, isa
sound one; that isto say not to raise aloan unlessit is
absolutely forced upon us. In the existing financia
condition of the Colony | believe myself aloanis
unnecessary. With regard to increased taxation, of
course nobody would advocate thet, or gpprove of it. It
might, however, be forced upon uslater on. Thethird
dterndiveisretrenchment, curtailment of expenditure. |
understand from that Your Excellency refersto the
postponement of certain public works. That might be
necessary at the moment, but these could not be
postponed indefinitdy. We know there are public works
of greet magnitude which are urgently required. Astime
goes on, and probably before these works are
completed, the Colony may find itself
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cdled upon the gpend large sums of money on other
public works of which we have at the present no
cognizance. That being 5o, itisinadvisableto pile up
public works for an indefinite period. Thereisone
point with regard to retrenchment which might be
overlooked; that is the question of the cost of
adminigtration and the personal emoluments of the
Colony, but | will refer to the latter. | will now
proceed, Sir, to make such remarks as occur to me,
taking the points referred to in your speech on 13th
September. Your Excellency made some remarks
with regard to subsidiary coinage. | think there are
severd membersin this Chamber who remember a
good many years ago avery urgent demand was
made by the whole Colony for the Government not
only toissue, but to condderably increasetheissue, of
subdgdiary coins. The Governor of that day, either Sir
William Des Voeux or Sir William Robinson, refused
to increase the issue of subsidiary coins although
urged to do s0. At that time subsidiary coinage was
very scarce;, because, just asfast asthe coins were
minted, they disappeared into China. | don't see that
any gepstaken by the Hongkong Government could
have prevented the exportation from Hongkong of
subsidiary coinage. It has been practically forced
upon the Hongkong Government to issue between
four and five million sterling of subsidiary coins, the
greater part of which has been absorbed in Southern
China. Had they not continued to issue, no doubt
business would have been serioudy crippled. Your
Excellency referred to the point that the Chinese
Government hed learned alesson and had now begun
to over-issue subgdiary coinson ther own acoount. It
appears to me that the profits made on subsidiary
coinsby al Governmentsin dl partsof theworld are
s0 well known that no object lesson you may have
offered to the Viceroy of the Two Kwang would have
had any effect. | speak with persona knowledge of
the time when we so strenuously urged the
Government to increasetheissue of subgdiary coins.
Your Excellency referred to the question of tree
cutting. Itisavery small metter. Still therewas some
time ago agood dedl of feding aroused by talk about
cutting treesin the Colony. We understand thet asthe
treesdieit is advisable to thin them out, but we trust
thiswill be done with atender hand, and that the
picturesque beauties of our island will not be
interfered with. Thereisanother smal point to which
| would liketo refer: thet isthe payment of $2,40) a
year to the police for the supervision of shroffs
accounts. So far as| am aware, no public statement
has been made with regard to the defa cations to
which Your Excdlency referred, and we trust that
bears no rdation to the permanent incressein the cost
of the police of $2,400. | speak of course as an

outsder; | do not know the ddtals. It ssemsto methat
checking shroffs accounts cannot be avery important
metter, and this seemsalarge sumto pay for work of
thet sort. With regard to the dlowance for firedarms
and despatch boxes, | am sure the vote for this
purpose will be most cordially endorsed by the
community. We only trugt thet thefiredarmswill be
shortly spread through the Colony, including
Kowloon and the Peak. The question of cancelling
the purchase of an extrafirefloat ssemsasound one.
| cannot see any red necessity for asecond firefloat.
Itisquitetruethat a any moment aseriousfire may
occur, and the Government of the day be blamed.
Speaking for many years, | cannot remember any
redly seriousfiretaking placein Hongkonginwhich
the float might have been used, since the great fire
which took place on Christmas 1878. With regard to
education there is again a difference of opinion
amongst the unofficial members. We can only trust
that the experiment which Your Excellency isnow
making, and which on theface of it certainly appeds
to measoneintereted inasmall way in educetion, to
be agood one, will be successful, and the result will
be watched with great earnestness. Asto the
Volunteers, | would only refer to them because | am
quite surethet the genera feding of the community,
and one of Imperia interest, isthat any reasonable
vote which isto be accorded the Volunteers will be
gladly agreed to. The only point on which we may
expressregret is that the younger members of the
community do not avail themselves of the
opportunity of fitting themse ves as proper ditizens of
the British Empire (applause). It is satisfactory to
know that in ite of the poor state of thefinances, the
work of the Pogt Office and the Law Courts can be
continued, and that Your Excellency has decided to
commencework onthelarge Tytam resarvoir. Thet is
very urgently required. Had it not been for the recent
storms which have unfortunately caused so much
damage, we probably would have found oursdvesin
difficulties. That work might possibly be completed
by theissue of aloan. $200,000 isto be spent next
year on the work, and it is satisfactory to find that
such asum can be provided from current revenue.
Something was said with regard to $20,000 proposed
to be spent on Blake pier. Eveninthehardest timesall
human beings like a little luxury, and the
improvementsto Blake pier may belooked uponasa
littleluxury. | trugt thet when thiswork is commenced
attention will be paid to the concreting. At the
approach the concrete has sunk, and during wet
wesather apond isformed there through which people
have to wade on approaching or leaving the pier.
Another question is the resumption of insanitary
properties. The unofficial members agreed that



( 57 )

it was absol utely necessary to cancel that proposed
expenditure of $150,000. One of the reasonswhich
we understiood induced the Government to arrive at
this decision was that the large amount of property
aready resumed could not be sold. It appeared that
seeing the Colony had to face aloss on this
resumption, it would be better to sdll the property at
any price which could be obtained now, and that
money thus obtained be devoted towardsthe purchase
of fresh property, because it isclear if property has
depreciated, now isthetimeto buy. If the Government
wants to buy property it ought to be able to buy
chegper now. Thereisanather point towhich | would
like to refer although not mentioned by Your
Excedlency. | understand that the original proposal
made by Sir Henry Blake for the resumption of
insanitary property wasthet in time the insanitary part
of Hongkong should be rebuilt. That was gpproved of
a thetime. It appears to me something more should
be done: it isimpossible to rebuild Hongkong on
different lines. We have Kowloon which isdtill fairly
vacant. | firmly believethat in the next ten yearsor so
weshdl seeagrea part of the Peninsula covered with
buildings, and | would venture to suggest that we
should have two sets of building regulations, onefor
European houses and the other for the two storied
Chinese houses. Overcrowding islargely duetothe
fact that we have forty or fifty people crowded
together in one house. In Hongkong we have four or
fivetimesthe population to the acre than that found in
an English city. The only way to reduce that
overcrowding appearsto be to inaugurate a cheap
form of house. Such ahouseas| haveinmy mindis
from an investor's point of view very paying. One
family, or a most two, could share one house, and
consquently they would obtain thet privacy of which
they complain they have been deprived by the
abolition of cubicles. For saverd years| wasonthe
Municipa Council a Shanghai, which had two forms
of building regulaions, onefor foreign housesand one
for Chinese houses. | know the system there resulted
invery grest good, and | think if the Government here
could see their way to adopt some such system it
would have avery good effect. With regard to the
typhoon shelter Your Excellency referred to then
cessity for this whichisadmitted by dl. You dsowent
on to suggest that the Chamber of Commerce might
seethar way to suggest ameansof rasng funds. | am
sorry to say the Chamber of Commerce do not see
their way to meet Your Excdlency's suggestion. For
many yearsit has been strongly urged by al those
interested in shipping that tonnage and light dues
should not be levied for the purposes of general
revenue. Your Excdlency isawarethat in 1897 the Rt.
Hon. Mr. Chamberlain, Secretary of Sate, inreply toa

telegram from Sir William Robinson practically
admitted that in future light and tonnage dueswere not
to beraised for the purpose of generd revenue. The
shelter benefitsal classesin the community, and
should be borne by the community and not by the
shipping section. Wedl depend onthe native ardft, the
merchant and the house owner as well asthe ship
owner, and therefuge hereisjust as much abenefit to
the merchant and house owner as the ship owner,
consequently it would be manifestly unfair to ask a
portion of the community to raise alarge sum of
money for the benefit of the whole Colony. With
regard to the pogition of thetyphoon shdter there has
been some quedtion. That it should be erected a the
ealiesd possbledate| think wearedl agreed. Possbly
it might even be advisabletorase aloan to pay e dl
eventsin part for that shdlter, because asweknow, one
degtructive typhoon may cost the Colony $500,000 or
$600,000 or possibly even a sum larger than the
$600,000 required to build the shelter. | don't suppose
that if we had had a shdlter it would have had any
effectinsaving the great loss of lifein the gorm of the
18th instant. A few boatsin the immediate vicinity
may have got to the refuge, but it would not have
benefitted the native shipping at large. When the
Government suiggested M ongkoktsui, the Chamber of
Commerce wrote stating that Chungshawan appeered
amore desirable ste. That isapoint which | think is
perhapsrather deared up by the result of thelast gorm.
That brings me now to the small vote on the
Observatory on which | presume | am entitled to
speak. | do not hold with the cry which has
unfortunately been raised too often that the
Observatory isdtogether inthewrong. | will not refer
to the storm of the 18th ingtant, asthe subject issub
judice. The committee of the Chamber of Commerce
havein days passed fdt it to bether duty to point out
that they considered they did not awaysreceivethe
asssance which the shipping was entitled to receive
from the Obsarvatory. Thisresulted intheinquiry hed
twelve years ago, which exonerated the Observatary. |
do not wish to exonerate or to blame, but thereisno
guestion that there is a strong feeling in the
community thet through alittle want of friencHinessor
reciprodity onthe part of some of the offidaswe have
not had the fullest possible benefit from the
Observatory which we are entitled to expect. If Your
Excdlency saw your way to clear up this point, that
whether these charges are unfounded or nat it will not
occur againin thefuture, it would be satisfactory tothe
community & large. It might be possbleto gppoint a
small commission to go into the question of the
equipment of the Obsarvatory, and possibly to supply
fresh ingrumentsto put the Observatory in a better
position than it is at present to foretell
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goproaching bad wegther. Another point is the
question of roads. Your Excdlency made experiments
inwood paving, but a the moment they areonly inthe
expaimentd dage Nobody can deny that the
condition of the macadamised roads are a digyrace to
any town thet cdlsitsdf dvilised. In wet weether they
areimpassable ssas of mud. In dry wegther itisdmost
impossible to wak on them on account of the broken
surface, painfully recdling to one's mind dories of the
middle ages when pious folk expetiated ther ans by
waking to Canterbury with shoes full of dried pess
We of course undergand that the cost of remaking
roads in anything but macadam would be very gred,
and | fear only can be done when funds permit. One
track, thet isthe tramway track, isvery bad, but | know
perfectly wel the difficuity which exids in kegping
such aroad in good condition when we have aricsha
treffic cutting the place to pieces. Thereisacontinuous
line of holes dong the tramway which are dangerous
to traffic and may cause sious acddents In wet
wegther an active man can crosswith acertain amount
of sfety, but awoman could not crass without getting
her skirtsruined by dirty water full of ail and iron rust.
| refered jus now to the quesion of posshble
retrenchment. | now come to the question of daries
We dl know the ay which hes been rased by a
section, the civil servants, asto thedifficultiesin which
they are placed by diminishing incomes. Thet is a
quegtion | fancy which dfects mogt of us in the
Colony, but | think the dvil savants deserve
congderation. | would venture to sugges, dthough in
doing 01 do nat know thet | have the entire support of
my collesgues, thet your Excellency should gppoint a
srdl committee to condder the whale quedion of
sdaies The daies of dvil sarvants should in my
opinion be basad on the same lines This| think isnat
dwaysthe case | will not go into details With regard
to the exchange compensation there can be no findity
about thet. Some of us have seen the dollar up to 4/-,
we have s=en it down to 1/6, and now it looks as
though it were going up to 2/6. It gppears to me thet
the proper way to ded with the quedion isto fix the
sdaies on a diding scde, that is to say, dl geling
sdaiesshould bepaid not morethan $12 to the pound
and not less than $10, fixing exchange between 2-
and 1/8. That would give acertain amount of fixtureto
the daries of members of the avil sarvice a Al
events for the next two or three years | am afraid |
have spoken somewhat lengthily. With regard to the
question of retrenchment | can only say, and | have
held the opinion for many years, thet thereisonly one
way of effeding retrenchment and improving the
fidency of the adminidration of the Calony. It might
be, but | don't say it is, possbleto recondruct thework
of members of the upper branches of the Government

savice, those drawn from home. Possibly by paying
men more and increasing their duties we might be
able to induce a better dass of men to join the sarvice
andtoremaninit. | antold thet a the moment there
is alittle difficulty to get recruits There is no doubt
thet if you want to get good work out of a man you
have got to pay him well, but extra expense might be
saved by reducing the number of the establishment.
Thereis only one other point to which | wish to rfer,
and that is S, the death of four wel-known ex-
covernment offidds. With the exception of the hon.
snior unoffidd member, the honourdble Chinese
member oppodte and mysdf, none of the Coundl
remember the gormy times of the rule of Sir John
Pope Hennesey, but whether we do or do nat
remember Sr William Marsh, Sr George Orien, Mr.
Deane, or Mr. Bruce Shepherd, we dl know that in
their time they rendered faithful and capable sarviceto
the Caony. We dl join in endordng the remarks of
Your Excdlency expressng regret for their oss

TheHon. Mr. Gresson—At theinforma meeting at
which your Excellency was good enough to place
before the unofficia members the skeleton of your
budget for 1907, you may recollect thet | expressed no
opinion on the means you proposed to adopt to
balance revenue and expenditure. We had then no
figures before us and it was not possibleto form a
competent opinion. Now we havefull detalsand have
also had the benefit of Your Excellency's lucid
explanation. The total decrease in the estimated
revenue for 1907 is as nearly as possible $900,000,
dueto three principal causes —shrinkagein the
opium monopoaly, the dimination of the profit derived
from subsdiary coins, and the Widows and Orphans
Fund. In estimeting the expenditure Your Excdlency
has been able to show a condderable decrease owing
to the present high level of exchange. This may or
may nat proveto bejudified, for hewould beabrave
man indeed who would hazard an opinion asto what
rateswill beruling & thistime next year, and it isquite
possblethat the smal surplus of $16,285 now shown
may result inadeficiency. The Widows and Orphans
Pension Fund and the revenue from subsidiary
coinage are not again available, and regarded even
from the most favourable sideit isobvious that we
have to deal with afalling revenue. While| seeno
objection to theway inwhichit is proposed to meet
thisfdling revenue, | see nothing to commend it. The
curethat is proposed isonewith which we are all
moreor lessfamiliar, and if the progress of the Colony
isnot to cometo aganddtill it must sooner or later be
abandoned. Your Excdlency'sdisndinationtoraisea
loanis, | confess, to meinexplicable, provided dways
theterms are satisfactory. | may here remind Your
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Excdlency thet if, as| foresee, aloan mugt ultimately be
raised, posiponing the evil day will inevitably result in
worse terms being secured. Far better to raise a loan
now when the credit of the Colony is good and the
lender need not be concerned as to the security for his
advance. Asthe desrahility is not open to consideration
| will make useof Your Excellency'sreferenceto the cut
of the Colony's coa. Here | go further than Your
Excdlency. | think it will be necessary to congder not
only the cut of the coat but dso the under garments or
household expenses. It is to these | would more
particularly wish to refer, for | think they should be re-
shaped before we ded with our outer garments or
extreordinary expenditure. Before deding with the
expenditure there is one item in the revenue, a sum of
$10,000 to which | would like to draw atention. It isin
connection with the new Western and Mongkoktsui
markets. It would beingdructive to know whet the return
actudly is after provison has been mede for the cost of
buildings and vdue of land. Tumning now to
expenditure, it is necessary, Sir, that | ask your and hon.
members attention to somefigures. They areindructive
and | hope they will be not dtogether uninteresting.
Under the heading, Persond Emoluments, exclusive of
the Pogt Offices outsde this Colony, | find that
expenditureis no less asum than $1,925,660 or out of a
revenue of $6448025—30 per cat. Out of our
revenue however, an immediate return of onefifth has
to be made as military contribution. This amounts to
$1,276,620, leaving us with a net available revenue of
$5,171,405, and out of this persona emoluments absorb
37.26 per cant. In other words, to administer $5,171,405
we spend $1,925660 (hear, hear). In deding with
expenditure it would of course be ingructive to form
comparisons, but comparisons equitable and just are not
essy to find. In deding with the expenditure of the
Police and Jail Departments | may, perhaps compare
them with the neighbouring settlement of Shanghai. |
will ded firg with the police In Shanghal there is a
foreign populaion of 11,497 in addition to a netive
population of 452,716. In the Police Force there are
1,069 men of dl ranks The totd number of prisoners
dedlt with by thisforce for the year 1905 was 84,117 &
acog of gpproximetely $449,000. In Hongkong thereis,
| understand, a force of 783 men. The personnd of the
two forcesis somewhat different. In Shangha there are
111 Europeans as againgt 112 in Hongkong; there are
224 Indians as againg 360 in Hongkong; and there are
734 Chinese as againg 311 in Hongkong. Shengha
therefore maintains a force of 1,069 men a a cogt of
$449,000, while Hongkong's force of 783 men costs
$543,816, or with 286 less men we pay $95,000 more.

His ExceLLency—Does not that includethejail?

Hon. Mr. Gresson—No, Sir, | will refer to the jall

|ater.

continuing, the speaker said—It may possibly be
contended that Hongkong has a water police force,
which Shanghai has not, but even so the expense of
thisbranch isonly $37,232. Wewill now comparethe
duties of the forces. | submit the duties of the
Hongkong Police are no more arduous than those of
Shanghai. In Hongkong they benefit by the assistance
of the Garrison police in maintaining law and order,
and happily they have not had the experience of
assisting in the suppression of serious riots and the
protection of life and property. It must further be
remembered that Shanghai, for the purpases of defence,
has of necessity to maintain alarger police force than
would otherwise be required. The concdluson | cometo,
S, isthat thereisroom for retrenchment in Hongkong.
In the jail Hongkong's expenditure is $116,306;
Shanghai's $50,500, adifferencein favour of Shanghai
of $65,806. | have no means of knowing the average
number of prisonersin Hongkong. In Shanghai on 1t
January, 1905, there were 449, and on the 31st
December 488, so that afair average would be 450. In
the Medical Departments the total expenditureis
$235,175, or 3.64 per cent of the gross revenue.
Personal emoluments amount to $139,035. Thisis, |
admit, Sir, addicate department to try to cut down the
expenses of, and | am quite sure none of uswish the
poorer dasses not to have the benefit of medical advice,
but fill if we areto render any assistance at all, itis
obvious that we must keep ourselves out of the
workhouse, and | am convinced that by re-organisation,
without impairing the efficiency of our hospitals,
expenditure can be very consderably reduced. On the
Sanitary Department, or as it might more aptly be
termed, Hongkong's curse, there is an expenditure of
$454,229, the principa items of which are under the
heading of persond emoluments. On the Sanitary Steff
the expenditure is $134,887; on the Veterinary Staff,
$29,603; on the Plague Staff, $55,165; on allowances
of various kinds, coolies wages, and uniforms, $23,028;
atotal of $242,683. It will be seen the Plague steff is
but a small proportion of the whole. The sum of
$454,229 iswithout doubt but afraction of what this
department causes the Colony to spend on what are
often useless and unnecessary aterations or repairs
certainly not wanted by the landlord nor desired by the
tenants. | am aware the Sanitary Department is
engaging the attention of a commission, and their
investigation will. | trugt, result in alarge saving of the
public funds. In Public Works the decreased
expenditureis, Your Excellency states, due to the
higher rate of exchange, but | cannot find any other
decrease made athough the amount of work isless. |
do not wish, Sir, to take up any more time of this
Council by dealing with the other
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headings of expenditure, but | think | have made it
dealy plain tha in my opinion thereis greet room for
rerenchment. If my aitidams on the expenditure
which are made in dl good fath, result in a smdl
saving to the Colony, | shdl fed more thean amply
rewarded for having undertaken this most uncongeniad
task.

Hon. Dr. Ho Ka—1 do nat propose to add to the
remarks of my hon. colleagues as they have fully
covered the whdle extent of the ground. Thereis only
one paint to which | wish to refer. | was very orry
indeed to hear from my hon. friend on the right thet
thereisno hope of the Chamber of Commerce coming
to the ad of the Government on thet most important
quedtion, the speedy erection of atyphoon shdter. The
reason advanced by my hon. friend was thet it was
acknowledged to be the prindiple dl over the world
thet dues should not be levied on shipping for the
purposes of generd revenue. Now, thistyphoon refuge
isnat baing erected for the purposes of generd revenue.
Itisagpedd kind of work which the recent disester hes
emphadsad as bang mogt necessary, and | think, not
with sanding the refusal of the Chamber of Commerce
to ad the Government, thet the Government should &
once devise means for the erection of this refuge It
seemsto me, teking dl the facts of the recent cdamity
into acoount, that dthough warning might have been
given ealier by the Obsarvatary, it would not, under
the present drcumdances have saved many of the
boating people from disadter; because conddering the
long Sages of water many of them hed to cover, the
chances are thet few would have reeched the refuge. It
would be much better in future to have a number of
typhoon shdters so that however short the warnming
might be, sufficent time would dways be given to
boats to procead sAfdy to arefuge Hence a refuge of
dmilar 9zeto that a Causaway Bay should be erected
in the Western digtrict neer Kennedytown, dose to the
vacant placewherethey are now inthe hebit of landing
pigs and catle. In thet case if only short notices were
given to the boaing people, they would have time to
reech the refuge nearet them; that is to say, those
herbour bods & the wes would not have to meke a
long journey to the eet, and perhaps be overtaken by
thesorm. Then, dsp, it would be eeser for those boets
working in the midde of the harbour to cut across to
Samshuipo or Monkoktsui and ootain shdlter, provided
there were havens there. | fed drongly on this pairt,
and hope the Government will, ather by means of a
loan or otherwise, undertake the work a once. It will
give confidence to the boeting population. and will be
vary much gopreciged by the whole of the Chinese
community, espedidly the floating populaion. | urge

the necessity of this work not only on the ground of
expediency, but on the ground of humanity. | am sure
Your Excdlency will, after the experience of the legt
tendays, gvethedtetiontothisquesionit desarves

The Director oF PusLic Works—Sir, inthe course
of the remarks made by my hon. friend opposite he
touched upon afew points which concern public
works. One métter hereferred to wasthe concrete at
Blake Fer which he described asbeing something like
apond. | cannot think, Sir, the condition of the
surfacing is quite S0 bad as he representsit to be. He
must be perfectly wel aware that where ground has
been redamed from the seaas that hasbeen during the
past few years there must be settlement, and for the
sakeof asatlement of aninch or 0in cartain partsof it
it would seem rather extravagant to go and re-concrete
the surface Smply to get rid of afew amdl podls. He
aso made aproposal that the Government should
condder theadvisability of having two setsof building
regulaions. Itisperhgpsworthy of some congderation,
but if you meke aset of regulaionsfor Chinesehouses
exclusively, and another set for European houses
exdusvdy youwill probebly leavethelarge blocks of
offices unprovided for. There are severa classes of
buildingsthet would requireathird st of regulaionsto
ded with them. Inthe matter of roads, my hon. friend
characterised them asadisyrace | would ask himif he
has ever traversed the sregts of London inthewet, and
been bespattered with mud from top to toe. Persondly
| consider the roads of this Colony are, generally
gpesking, in very good condition. Hereferred also to
the condition in which the portion adjoining the tram
lineismaintained. | admit that for some part of thetime
in the early days of the tramway there were good
groundsfor complaint, but | think that more recently
the portion dongsi de the tramway track has been
maintained in better condition, and | hopethet the fact
thet it has caled forth remarksin this chamber will act
as an incentive to the manager of the Tramway
Company to make greater efforts to maintain that
portion of theroad for which heisrespongble. My hon.
friend on the left remarked that no reduction had been
shownintheegsimatesfor gaff, though thework to be
carried out by the Department is shown to be
somewhat lessnext year than this With regard to that
he has perhaps overlooked the fact that under
maintenance the estimateisincreased by $28,000in
next year's estimates. In Public Works Extraordinary
the estimates show adecrease which, spesking from
memory, issomething over aguarter of amillion. Of
that amount $150,000 is due to the resumption of
insanitary properties, ametter which doesnot call for
any great amount of engineering work
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in comparison with the sum expended. | would dso
paint out, Sir, thet there are many quegtions afecting
public works which mugt be congdered in connection
with the condruction of the rallway, for which no
expenditure appears in the public works esimates |
would dso paint out to my hon. friend that during
recent years it has been necessary for the Government
tocdl inagreat ded of outsde asiganceto enablethe
largeworksin progressto be carried out. The Kowloon
Wae Woks ae bang caried out under the
upavison of Messrs Denison, Ram and Gibbs who
have ds0 been engaged as architeds for the new Pogt
Office, and the designs of the Law Courts have been
prepared by afirmin England. Severd other works of
aminor character have aso been carried out under the
supervigon of outsdefirms Itishoped, Sir, thet it may
be possible to dispense with outsde assgance in the
future but, of course, it will be necessaxy, if thatisto be
done, and if works which hon. members have urged
should be undertaken on the besis of aloan areto be
caried out, it will be necessary dill further to increese
the personnd of the Public Works Department.

Hon. Mr. Wa Yuk— wigh to sy afew words in

support of my coleagues address | hope the
Govenment will give saious consderation to the
question of gpeetilly erecting atyphoon refuge. | think
Chungshawan or Mongkoktsui arethe only safe places
for theerection of suchadhdter.

The Caprain SupeRINTENDENT OF PoLice —A word,
Sir, asto theremarks which fdl from the hon. member
on my left regarding the pdlice Thereis avary great
difference between Hongkong and Shangha in the
metter of police Here we have to mantain a waer
pdlice whichisavery expendveitem. He put the cost
a $37,252; even 0 he was woefully adtray, asthe cost
is $90,000 a year, a sum of $68,000 under persond
emoluments and about $32,000 under other charges.
The hon. member's remarks about the Shangha palice
refer to the codt of the force in 1905. Unfortunatdly, |
have gone into that very little, but | have paid more
atention to the edimates for this year, and | find thet
they reckon this year to maintain 1,099 pdlice, cdl it
1,100—121 Europeans, 231 Indians 690 Chinee
regular police, and apparently 14 European and 43
Chinexe detectives. The budget codt of thet is Teds
411,440, which tuned into dolas is bewemn
$560,000 and $570,000. Putting it a $560,000 you
wont be very far wrong. Our budget for the police next
year is $643816, cdl it $544,000. From that we must,
in comparing the cogt of our palice with Shanghd, cut
out dtogether the cogt of the water palice for which
they have no equivaent. Take $90,000 from $544,000,
leaving $454,000, the cogt of our land police. With thet

we maintain 785 men—114 Europeans, 360 Indians
and 311 Chinexs, so thet they have, roughly spesking,
315 more men than we have, and the cogt of
maintenance & Shanghd is $106,000 more. Roughly
they mantain three-eighths more men that wedo a an
extra cog of ébout two-ninths. There is no doubt,
therefore, that our police cost more per heed then thers
do, but not so much as the hon. member on my et
meakes out. The reason for thisis gpparent on the face
of it. Ther force is largdy made up of Chinese, who
are very much chegper than Eurgpeans and Indians
They have 121 Europeans while we have gbout 131. It
is very necessary we should have plenty of Europeans
here because of the large number of dations we have
catered dl over the Colony. Shangha ismore or less
acompact place, very fla, and with excdlent roads, <0
thet it is possble to concentrate the whdle force in
about twenty minutes in the most remote pat of the
settlement. We have as many as 35 Sations cattered dll
ove the place and a nearly evary one it is necessary
that we should have a European in dharge, and 0 it
comes about we mugt have plenty of Europeans. The
sameremarksgoply to agreat extent to Indians Owing
to the numerous Sations in the New Territory and the
different villages, we mug kegp plenty of Indians the
rest baing mede up of Chinese Theonly way weocould
save money would beto engage mare Chinesein place
of Indians We might save a little money in that way
because Chinese are chegper than Indians, but | am not
infavour of it. | don't think it would beagood palicy to
adopt, and | do not mysdf see how we can expect to
cut down any expenditureon thepalice

His ExceLLency—Dedingin thefirg ingance with
the remarks of the hon Dr. Ho Kai and the hon, Mr.
We Yuk, | will a onceinform the Coundil thet | shall
endeavour to gart the typhoon shelter in the coming
year (applause). | believeit is absolutely necessary. It
will take sometimeto decide onthe best Steand a
satidfactory design. Inthe meantime | shdl consider
how the necessary expenditure can best be met. | do
not intend to raise aloan for the purpose in spite of
what has fallen from the hon. Mr. Gresson on this
subject. Hesad it was inexplicable that | should be
aversetoaloan. | thought | had explained my reasons
a somelength a the meeting on the 13thindart. Itis
not necessary to repest whet | then said, but | will meet
oneof theargumentsthat iscommonly used in favour
of aloan. It issaid—"why should we pay for what will
bendfit coming generaions?' | do nat think that isafar
way to put it. We should pay for what will benefit the
next generdtion in the sameway asthe past generation
paid for the benefitswhich the presant generation enjoy
(applause). There is no finality
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in this progressive Colony about any of our public
works. | have been told that when the Tytam
waterworks were under construction, it was
congdered nat only that thet wasthe find word which
had to be said on the subject of water supply, but dso
that the works were far in excess of any probable
future requirements. They were called Price'swhite
elephants. Since these works were completed the
Tytam byewash with 26,000,000 galons have been
added to our supply, and nhow we have nearly
completed thefirgt Tytam Tuk reservair which gives
another 198,000,000 gdlons. We know now thet these
areinsufficient, and we are going to start a new
reservoir for 1,200,000,000 gallons. | am perfectly
satisfied that that in itself will fail to supply the
ultimate needs of the Colony, and if not the next
generation, then the one after it will haveto consider
fresh water supply schemes. This has been a
progressive Colony, and we hopeit will continueto be
0. Solong asit is progressive no worksthat we put up
can be conddered to mest the ultimate requirements of
the place, and no works should, therefore, bepaid for
fromloan. From this, of course, | except such works
astheralway now under congruction. If the cost of
the typhoon shdlter isnot to be met by aloan, and |
think | have the mg ority of the Coundl with methet it
should not be so met, the question whether additiond
taxation should be imposed by higher assessed taxes
or light dueswill haveto be congdered. | hardly think
the hon. member who represents the Chamber of
Commerce can be dlowed to have the last word on
that subject. He stated that the Colony depended
entirdy onitsshipping. | know thet isthe usud way of
putting the case, but isit redly the correct way? Does
not the Colony depend as much on itstrade as its
shipping?Would the shipping exist without itstrade? |
think not. The shipping makesits profits—and |
imaginethey arelarge ones —fromthe Caony, and it
isnot clear why those profits, aswell asthe profitson
trade should not be taxed. At any rate, that isnot a
matter | need settle at the present moment. Turning
now from the question of the typhoon shdlter andthe
manner in which the expenditure required for that
shdlter should be met to the Satidtics presented by the
hon. member at thefoot of the table (Mr. Gresson), |
confess| find it alittle difficult to grasp the genera
principle a which heisaiming, but if | undergtand it
aright, he looks upon the proportion of Personal
Emolumentstotota expenditure asexcessve. Inother
words he considers that the proportion that Other
Charges beer totatd expenditurein any department as
the coefficent of efficiency of that department. With
that | can hardly agree. Supposing that instead of
paying the P. and O. S. N. Company $125,000 we

paid them as an annua subsidy $150,000 and cut off
$25,000 from persona emoluments by reducing the
number of postmen and the frequency of ddivery of
letters; according to the hon. member's method of
reckoning the Pogt Officewould bemoreeffident. | can
hardly think he meansthat, but | cannot see to what
other con clusion hisremarkslead. Asregardsthe
goecid caeinto which hewent in some detall, thet of
thepoliceandthejail, | am surprised hedid not get the
hon. member who represents the Chamber of
Commerceto back him up, asthat member from his
experience on the Shangha Municipad Coundil would
have certainly added grest weight to the suggestion, if it
isacorrect one, thet our police are expensve compared
with the palice of Shanghal (gpplause). Thisquestion,
as the Captain Superintendent of Police points out,
dependsvery largdy on the proportion of the different
nationditieswhich conditutethe palice. | conddered
thisayear and ahaf ago when | had adiscussonwith
regard toit with Mr. May, who hashed, ssmembersare
aware, awide experience of the Police department |
cameto the condluson, after hearing dl hehad to say,
that our present proportion was agood one. Reverting
for the moment to the genera question raised by the
hon. member a thefoot of thetable, who Sated thet 30
per cant. of our expenditureisfor persond emoluments,
it will interest himto learn that Singgpores edimatefor
1906 showed 29.7 per cant. of the expenditurefor these
emoluments: the percentage of the actud expenditure
under thishead in Mauritiusin 1903/04 was 27.83, in
Trinidad in 1904/05 it was 30, and in Mdtain 1904/05
3447, otha if our proportionisabad one, & any rateit
doesnat differ very largdy fromthase of other colonies
The hon. member inthe course of hisremarks mede a
violent attack on the Sanitary Department, but ashe
himsaf sated, the adminigtration of thet department is
under condderation by acompetent commission, SO
thet it would be out of placefor usto discussit hereto-
day. Turning now to theremarks of the hon. member
representing the Chamber of Commerce, herefarred to
the faulty policy of postponing public works, and
suggested that we were now adopting thispalicy ina
manner hitherto nat done. Far from that baing the case
we havein the last few years been carrying out new
works & agregter ratethan at any previoustimeinthe
hisory of the Calony. Of coursewe have been spending
more money, but not only that, we have a so been
gpending latdy agrester proportion of our revenueon
these worksthan for many yearspadt. Intheyeer 1896
we spent 13.77 per cent. of our expenditure on public
works in 1897 16,04; in 1898 18.24;in 1899 1341; in
1900 21,54; in 1901 19.96; in 1902 30.22; in 1903
25.38;in1904 3340 and lagt year, | think, it was aoout
34.00 per cent. | look upon it as a healthy sign
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that we are gpending about one-third of our revenue on
public works, and | hopewe shdl not fal far below thet
proportion. | disagree with the hon. member that this
Colony was ever judtified in issuing $40,000,000 of
subsdiay coins If they had been redly subsdiary
coins the issie might have been judtified, but ther
unresricted issue tended to make them the main
coinage of South Ching, and it was a coinage of which
the face vdue wasfar below the actud vaue. If we had
issued subgdiary coins with the same proportion of
dlver in them astheddllar, or if we had made areserve
for redeeming them, we should have been judified. | do
not think we were judified in issuing an indefinite
amount of subddiary coins of which the vaue was far
below the face vaue and for the redemption of which
no provison was made. On the minor points referred to
by the hon. member there is little for me to say. Asl|
gated in my remarks on the 13th, we are cutting down
very few trees in the coming year. My feer is that we
may presently find large aress of dead trees, and this
would mean vacant spaces on our hill sides for many
years. However, this matter will be carefully considered
by the department respongble for it. Another minor
point referred to was the expenditure of $2,400 in
payment to the police for supervisng the work of the
shroffs in the villages in the New Territory. Owing to
the lack of supervison this yer we have hed
defacations amounting to $4,000. These shroffshaveto
work in various villages in the New Territory where
there is no one to supervise them unless the police are
gppointed for that purpose. | am indined to think that
$2,400 will be a very reasonable insurance to pay
agang thelosswe should incur through afew dishonest
dhroffs Not only is there that consderaion but there is
another one having great weight in the New Territories
The villagers have been lagdy swindled by the
defdcating shroff and arepetition of this might, without
the supervison we are providing, happen again and is
even more to be avoided than the Government loss
(applause). There remains the matter brought up by the
hon. member of exchange compensation to civil
sarvants. Since the meeting of the 13th indant | have
received from the Secretary of State the following reply
to the despatch addressed to him on the 13th July:—

"I have carefully considered your obsarvations, and |
regret thet | am uneble to satisfy mysdf that messures
of relief are necessary or judificble & the present time.
In the matter of remittances to this country the
Government servantsin question are no longer affected
by the rate of exchange, and a reduction in the dollar
vadue of imported atides must presumably be only a
matter of time if exchange cortinues to rule high.
Moreover | would remind you of the Statement in your
Despaich No. 72 of the 29th March that "house rent is
the chief, if not the only, expense of living which is not
lower in this Colony then in mogt others, where
cusomsduties are levied and where weges are higher. |

am bound to add thet in my opinion the scale of pay of
Government  sarvants  in Hongkong  compares
favourably with that obtaining in most other parts of the
Empire

| would observe, with reference to the suggestion
mede in your Despeich under reply, thet Serling sdlaries
were intro duced in order to get rid of the sysem of
meking payments in dollars a fictitious rates of
exchange, and evenif | were convinced of the necessity
of taking geps in the direction which you advocate, |

could not agree to ay arangements whereby that
systemwould berevived.”

(&) BEon.”

Continuing, His Exceiency sdd—One of my
suggestions was that which the hon. member himsdf
put forward—a diding scde between a 1/8 and a 2/-
dollar. I am not prepared to adopt the proposd of the
hon. member thet a committee should be appointed to
go into the quedtion of civil sarvants sdaries Certainly
such acommittes, if gppointed, should not be an officid
one, as its members would naturdly hesitate to make
any suggestions which would involve increeses to their
emoluments. | will in this matter confine mysdf to
putting the hon. members remearks before the Secretary
of Sate

The motion that the Bill be read a second time was
agread to.

The Coonial Secrerarr moved that the Bill be
referred to the Finance Committee,

The Coional Treasurer Seconded and this was
agreed to.

OPIUM ORDINANCE.

The Artorney -cenera. Moved the second reeding of a
Bill entitled "an Ordinance to amend the Prepared
Opium Ordinance." He said—The principal object in
introducing this Ordinance isto include morphine and
compounds of opium within the scope of the present
law with regard to the sde of thisdrug. The magistrates
have given decisions which apparently bring these
drugswithin the meaning of theword opium and within
the scope of the law in force, but there are doubts
whether these decisonswould be uphdd if questioned.
It is obvioudly advisable to put beyond all doubt the
question whether morphine and compounds of opium
do or do not come within the privileges afforded to the
Opium Farmer. Ancther object of theBill isto establish
under Government supervision abonded warehouse for
opium and compounds of opium introduced into the
Calony. At one time the authorities required the Opium
Farmer to provide abonded warehouse. He did not do
S0 and pressure was put upon him to make him do so.
Ultimately we came to the conclusion



that a warehouse should be provided by the Government
and thet the Opium Farmer should be permitted to establish
onedif he desred to do s0. His establishment would of
course be under Government rules and regulaions The
principle of the Bill shortly isto bring the provisons of the
law with respect to arrest, search, seizure, and digposd of
morphine and compounds of opium into operation.

The CoLoNIAL SECRETARY seconded, and the motion
wasagreed to.

The Coundcil went into committes, and consdered the
Bill dause by dause. On the Council resuming,

His ExceLLeEncy reported that the Bill hed passd
through committee with one amendment.

BILLSPASSED.

The ATToRNEY  GeENeraL moved the third reading of
the Bill entitted "an Ordinance to amend the Lunacy
Ordinance, 1906."

The CoLoNniAL SecreTARY seconded and the Bill was
read athird time.

The ATToRNEY  GeENERAL moved third reading of the
Bill entitled "An Ordinance to amend the New Teritories
Land Ordinance, 1905."

The CoLoNIAL SECRETARY Seconded and the Bill was
read athird time.

The ATToRNEY - GENERAL moved the third reading of
the Bill entitied "An Ordinance to trandfer to the Generd
Revenue catan sums forming pat of the Praya
Reclamation Fund."

The CoLoNIAL SECRETARY Seconded and the Bill was
read athird time.

The ATToRNEY  GeENERAL moved the third reading of
the Bill entitied " an Ordinance to amend the Regulaion of
Chinese Ordinance 1838."

The CoLoNIAL SECRETARY Seconded and the Bill was
read athird time.

His ExceLLency—After the medting of the Finance
Committee which will be held later, | propose the Coundil
should resume in order to pass the Supply Bill inits third
reading. | understand that next Thursday will not be a
convenient day for some members of the Coundil. | dont
want to avoid a meeting and if no one has any objection
then we will have a meeting another day. The Coundil is
adjourned till after the meeting of the Finance Committee.

FINANCE COMMITTEE.

A medting of the Finance Committee was then held, the
Colonid Secretary presding. The following votes were

SANITARY DEFARTMENT.

The Governor recommended the Council to vote a
sum of four thousand four hundred dallars ($4,400) in ad
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of the vote Sanitary Department—other charges, for the
following items—

Cemetery Incidental Expenses-—-—--—--—-—-- $1.500
Cemetery Expenses—Dignterment of
Dead Bodies 900
Plague Corpses—Cogt of Burial-—----------- 2000
Total ———---n-mmmmmmeemm- $4,400
POST OFFICE.

The GoveERNOR recommended the Coundl to vote a
aum of one thousand one hundred and severty dollars
($1,170) in ad of the vote Pogt Office, B.—Podtd
Agendies in Ching, Tientsn —other charges for the
following items—

Fitlings $1,000
Incidenta expenses 0
Rent: 60
Uniformsfor Posmen 60
Totd —-—--——-—————- $1,170

OBSERVATORY.

The GoveERNOR recommended the Coundl to vote a
sum of one thousand one hundred dollars ($1,100) in aid of
the vote Observatory— other charges printing and
digribution of Meteorologicd Regider.

TYPHOON DAMAGES

The GovERNOR recommended the Coundl to vote a
sum of twenty thousand dollars ($20,000) in ad of the vote
Public Works Extraordinary, Typhoon Damages.

MISCELLANEOUS SERVICES
The Governor recommended the Coundil to vote a

aum of ten thousand dollas in ad of the vote
Miscellaneous Services, for the following items—

Other Miscdllaneous Services - $3,000
Refundsof Revenue 7,000
Totdl v $10,000

JUDICIAL AND LEGAL.

The Governor recommended the Council to vote a
sum of two hundred and fifty dollars ($250) in ad of the
vote Judicid and Legd Departments, A—Supreme Court
—other charges, Electric Lighting and Fans.

KOWLOON POST OFFICE

The GovERNOR recommended the Coundl to vote a
aum of one hundred and twenty-three dollars and forty-
sven cents ($12347) in ad of the vote Public Works
Extraordinary, Buildings—Pog Office, Kowloon.

TRAVELLING ALLOWANCES

The GovERNOR recommended the Coundl to vote a
sum of forty dollars ($40) in ad of the vote Miscdlaneous
Savices, Traveling Allowancesin the New Territory.

THESUPFLY BILL.

The Committee conddered the Supply Bill dause by
dause
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The CoLoNnAL SecreTary asked for authority to
recommend to the Council that the Bill might be dedlt with
in the same manner as aBill reported on by acommittee of
thewhole Counil.

Thiswasagread to.
Onthe Council resuming,

The CoLonAL SEcRETARY— beg to report thet & the
medting of the Finance Committee just hdd the Bill
entitled "An Ordinance to apply a sum not exceeding five
million, two hundred and two thousand, one hundred and
thirty-five dollars to the Public Sarvice of the year 1907,"
was conddered clause by dause in the presence of the
members of the Standing Committee present to-day, and in
the opinion of the committee the Bill may be dedt with in
the same manner as a Bill reported on by a committee of
the Coundil. | beg to move the adoption of thewholereport.
Further | wish to report that Financid Minutes Nos. 65 to
72 have been approved, and | move the adoption of that

report.

The CoLoniAL TREASURER seconded, and the motion
wasagread to.

The CoLoNIAL SEcReTARY—AS there has been no
meterid dteration in the Bill by the committee | propose,
no member objecting, thet the Bill beread athird time,

The CoLoNIAL TREASURER Seconded.

His ExceLLency—In my replies to ariticisms of hon.
members on the supply hill, there was one to which |
inadvertently omitted to refer, and that isthe question of the
adminigretion of the Obsavaory. If the unofficid
members desire that the scope of the enquiry which | have
ordered should be extended s0 asto include, not merdly the
question of fact which has been dreedy refared to the
Committee, but also the question of the adminigtration of
the department generdly, | am willing to so extend it. My
reason for confining the inquiry to the question of fact was
because it had been suggested thet we could have had
earlier notice from the Observatory of the typhoon of the
18thingant, and it seemed to me that it was both fair to the
Director of the Obsarvatory and to the public that that
guestion should be sttled without delay. If the scope of the
enquiry is extended it will be necessary to strengthen the
Committee meking it, and it will be some time before they
will bein apostion to render afull report. | see no reeson,
however, why they should not make a prdiminary report
on the point dreedy referred to them, and make a further
report on the more generd quedtion. | should like an
expresson of opinion from the unofficid members
whether the inquiry should be extended in the manner
suggested.

Hon. Dr. Ho Ka—In answer to your Excdlency, | may
say the unofficid members are dl agreed that the scope of
the inquiry should be extended. | think the generd feding

isthat not only should the facts as to whether notice could
have been given sooner or later should be ascertained, but
that an inquiry should be conducted into the generd
management of the Observatory and itsrelaionswith other
dationsin Manilaand Shangha, whether the rdations are
of such a cordid nature as to engble the Obsarvatory here
to receive proper warning of approaching typhoons So far
as | know the opinion of the unofficid members is in
favour of the committee being extended.

His ExceLLency—We will extend the scope of the
inquiry.

The CoLoNIAL SECRETARY—INn 1900 there was an
inquiry into the Observatory, and that Commisson held
tha there were the mogt cordid rdaions between the
Obsarvaory and the other gations.

The ATTORNEY -GENERAL—YeS The same dlegdtion
was then advanced.

Hon. Captain BapeLEY—I quite remember a more
recent inquiry than that.

The CoLoNIAL TREASURER—YES, much more recent.

Hon. Mr. HewertT—The question seems to be whether
the Obsarvatory is in need of new ingruments, and dso
whether its communication with other observatories might
not be improved. | believe more advantage might be
obtained if it were in tlegrgphic communication with the
south of Formosa where there is a wel equipped
obsarvatory.

His Excaiency — Is thee no
communication?

telegrgphic

Hon. Mr. Hewerr—I'm told there could be an
improvement.

His ExceLLency—Hon. members are dl in favour of
theinquiry being extended?

Thiswasagread to.

The Supply Bill was then read a third time and became
law.

His ExceLLency—The Council stands adjourned fill
2.30 p.m. on Thursday, 11th October.
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