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1614 MAY, 1907.

PrRESENT—

His ExCELLENCY THE OFAICER
ADMINISTERING THE GOVERNMENT, Hon. Mr. F
H. May, CM.G.

Hon. Mr. A. M. THomson (Colonid
Secretary).

Hon. Mr. H. H. J Gowvprerrz (Attorney-
Generd).

Hon. Mr.
Treeaurer).

C. Mc. Messr (Colonid

Hon. Mr. W. CHatHAM (Director of Public
Works).
Hon. Mr. A. W. BREwIN (Registrar-cenerd).

Hon. Mr. FE J BaDeLer (Captan-
superintendent of Police).

Hon. Dr. HoKai, M.B.,,CM.,CM.G.

Hon. Mr. We Y Uuk.

Hon. Mr. E. A. HEwWETT.

Hon. Mr. W. J. GRESSON.

Mr. A. G. M. FLercHER (Clerk of Councils).
MINUTES

The minutes of the previous meeting were
read and confirmed.

NEW MEMBER.

Mr. C. Mcl. Mesy took the oath, and
assumed his seat asamember of the Council.

His EXCELLENCY'S ADDRESS.

His ExceLLENCY—Honourable Members of
the Legidlative Council:—I have asked you to
meet to-day in order to begin ashort sessonin
which with your assistance | hope to dispose of
some outstanding business and legidation. The
Financial Minutes that will be laid will be
explained to you in the Finance Committee by
the Colonia Secretary. Among the Bills that
appear on the Orders of the Day is the
Supplementary Appropriation. Theonly itemin
the Edimatesfor last year shewing an excess of
expenditure is Miscellaneous Services, dueto
the loss of alarge quantity of Subsidiary
Coinsent home last year to be sold. Among the
Papersto belaid on the Table are the Financia
Returnsfor the year 1906 which show asurplus
of $202,400 on the working for the year, and an
excess of assets over liabilities on the 31t of
December of $652,236, not including arrears of
Revenue and over-payments amounting to
$143,260.65, making atotal excess of assets of
nearly $800,000. These figures show a
satisfactory financia condition. (Applause.) In
addition we have had alarge windfall this year
in the shape of the probate duty amounting to
over $260,000 on the Estate of the late Sir
Robert Jardine, whose name has been long and
honourable connected with the history of this
Colony. (Applause.) This sum enables us
without any difficulty to provide at once the
Government's contribution to the Typhoon
Relief Fund. That contribution will be devoted
to the construction of a new Typhoon Shelter.
Thuswhat we gain by the demise of an old and
justly respected colonist we are not
inappropriately devoting to the benefit of the
shipping of the Colony in building up whose
prosperity his enterprise and ability



hed avery large share. (Applause) Among the Reports
to be lad is thet of the Commisson which was
gopointed in May lagt to enquire into the adminigtration
of the Public Hedlth and Buildings Ordinance and into
the exigence of corruption on the part of the officids
entrusted with the adminigtration of the Ordinance. The
Report together with a minute on it by mysdf, in the
cgpecity of Colonia Secretary before the departure of
the Governor, which is not as full as | could have
wished asit had to be prepared a short notice before the
Governor's departure, islad at this the firg Medting of
the Legiddive Council & the express wish of Sir
Mathew Nathan, and his direction wes that | should
print with the report as much of the evidence which is
extremedy voluminous, as would render the report
intelligible. I intended to print the whole of the evidence
of the European and other principa witnesses, but this
would have ddayed the report another two months. |
have therefore only had printed as much of the evidence
asis ecificdly referred to in the margina notes of the
report, and in two cases in the minutes upon it. But a
typed copy of the evidence of the more important of the
witnesses on the point principaly of the adminidration
of the Ordinance is lad on the table and can be
conaulted by Members or by the Public in this room,
but mugt not be removed therefrom. The whole
evidence, to give you an idea of the voluminousness of
it, and the work entalled, is contained in those nine
volumes Gentlemen, thisis not the time for me to offer
comment in detail on the report. While open to no little
aitidism on many points, its recommendetions are
recaving the mogt sious condderation of the
Government. The mogt valugble part of the work done
by the Commissoners, is in laying bare a very wide-
Spread corruption among the subordinate officids of the
Sanitary Department. The evidence furnished by the
Commissioners has dready resulted in the dismissd of
anumber of Officars, many of them English Sanitary
Ingpectorsin enjoyment of very good sdlaries, whilethe
caxs of otheas are dill under invedtigetion. It is
humiliaing to read of Englishmen in the pogtion of
these men 0o uitterly devoid of dl sef regpect and logt to
al sense of honour as to dlow themsdvesto Sk into
such alife of dishonesty as is evidenced in the report.
Ther conduct, gentlemen, drags the name of
Englishman of which every Englishman ought to be
proud, into the mire, and tarnishes the nationad honour.
On the other hand the conduct of a certain section of the
Chinese populaion in offering and even pressng filthy
bribes on men who in many instances never even asked
for them is mogt reprehensble We take trouble and
spend money in teaching the principles of hygiene in
our schools | amtaking Sepsto havetherisng Chinese
generdion in Government Schools a any rae taught
that it is as wicked to give as to receive a bribe
(Applause) Gentlemen, the thanks of this Honourable
Council and of the Community a large are due to the
Commissioners, and more especidly to the Chairman
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of the Commission, for the enormous labour they have
devoted to the work they have now accomplished, and
it is my eanest hope tha improvement in the
adminigration of the Sanitary Laws and amore hedthy
tonein the subordinate branches of the Department may
follow on their investigetion. (Applause)

FINANCIAL MINUTES

The CoLoNIAL SECRETARY, by command of His
Excdlency the Officer Administering the Government,
laid on the table Financid Minutes Nos. 14 to 20, and
moved that they be referred to the Finance Committee.

The CoLoNIAL TREASURER Seconded. Carried.

COLONIAL CEMETERY BYE-LAW.

The CoLoNIAL SecrReTARY—] beg to lay on the table
the additiond byelav made by the Sanitary Board
under Section 16 of the Public Hedth and Buildings
Ordinance, 19 3, and move its adoption. It refersto the
schedule of feesfor buridsin cemeteries

The CoLoNIAL TREASURER seconded, and the motion
was agread to.

PAPERS

The CoLONIAL SECRETARY, by command of His
Excdlency the Officer Administering the Government,
laid on the table the following papers—Report of the
Catain  Superintendent of Police, and  the
Superintendent of the Fre Brigade for the year 1906;
Report of the Botanica and Forestry Department for the
year 1906; Report of the Director of the Hongkong
Observatory for the year 1906; Report on Queen's
College for the year 1906; Report on the Census of the
Colony for the year 1906; Report on the Widows and
Orphans Pension Fund for the year 1906; Report of the
Harbour Magter for the year 1906; Report on the study
of Hygiene in Hongkong Schools for 1906; Report on
the Blue Book for 1906; Report on the Police
Magistrates Courts for the year 1906; Financid Returns
for 1906; Report of the committee gppointed to inquire
whether earlier warning of the typhoon of September
18th, 1906, could have been given to shipping.

QUESTIONS

Hon. Mr. HEWETT, in the disence of the Hon. Mr.
Pollock, asked the following questions standing in the
latter member'sname—

1(a) When will work on the new harbour of refuge
be commenced?

(b)How longissuch work likely to take?

2 (a) Wha wasthe cogt of erecting theretaining wall
on the south Sde of the Signd Station at Blackhead's
Point?



() Who has ultimatdly to bear the cost of such
retaining wall?

3(a) Has the Government recaived any report
from Mr. Hdlifax with reference to motor fire
enginesor animproved sygem of firedarms?

(b) If the Government hasrecaved such areport,
will the Government lay it upon the table?

ANSWERS.

The DirecTor OF PusLic WoRks, in reply to the
firgt and second sets of questions, said—

1(a Itisanticipated thet the work of condructing
the breskwater can be begun in about five months
fromthe present time.

(b) Onfullerinvestigation, the scheme originaly
proposad, with some important dterations based on
the experience gained from the recent typhoon, is
found to be much more codly than origindly
edimated. In view of this fact a modification of the
schemeis under condderation. But it is hoped that a
beginning will be made with the work in about five
months time. The time occupied in carying out the
work will be from three to four years, according to
the schemefindly settled.

2(a).$20,325.59.

(b). The Colonid Government. About 1887, the
Government entered into an arrangement with the
holders of Garden Lots to convert their holdingsinto
Inland Lots on payment of premium and Crown rent
a certain raes. The plan, on which the offer was
based, showed aroad in the postion of Middle Road,
and the lessee of thelot bounded by it has demanded
ever Snce that this road should be congructed. The
Government demurred to condructing it on account
of the great cod involved. The sdle of Kowloon
Maine Lots 74 and 75 in 1902 provided an
opportunity of getting the hill cut down free of cost
and this was avalled of, the purchasers of these lots
being reguired to do the necessary cutting under their
conditions of sdle. It proved necessary to condruct a
retaining wal to support the hill, which is the
property of the War Department, and the wall has
been condructed accordingly.

The Caprain SUPERINTENDENT OF PoLICE, in reply
to thethird question, answered:—

Mr. Halifax enquired into the systems of dreet
firedamsin use a severd large towns in England
and Scotland. He did not enquire into motor fire
gopliances. He has reported to me as Head of the
Department but the report being of a confidentia
naure cannot be lad on the teble The matter of
which system to adopt is now under consideraion. It
ishoped that at least 12 darms of the selected system
will bein pogition beforetheend of the yesr.

APPROPRIATION ACCOUNT.
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The ATTORNEY -GENERAL moved the fird reading
of a Bill entitted "an Ordinance to authorize the
Approprigtion of a Supplementary Sum of Four
hundred and seventy-saven thousand, eght hundred
and forty-nine Dallars and fifty-three Cents, to defray
the Charges of the Year 1906," and that the reading
of thetitle be sufficient for the purposesthereof.

The CoLoniaL TREASURER seconded, and the
motion was agreed to.

VALIDITY OF A JUDGESDECISIONS.

The ATTORNEY -GENERAL moved the fird reading
of aBill entitled "An Ordinance to remove doubts as
to the vdidity of the proceedings of the Supreme
Court of this Colony during the time that Alfred
Gacoyne Wise, Esquire, held the office of Puisne
Judge of such Court from the 25th day of June 1902
down to the present time," and that the reading of the
title be sufficient for the purposesthereof.

The CoLoNniAL SecretTary seconded, and the
motion was carried.

BILLSOF EXCHANGE AMENDMENT
ORDINANCE.

The ATTORNEY -GENERAL moved the fird reading
of aBill entitled "an Ordinance to amend the Bills of
Exchange Ordinance, 1885," and that the reading of
thetitle be sufficient for the purposesthereof.

The CoLoniAL SecreTARy seconded, and the
motion was agreed to.

MARRIED WOMEN'S PROPERTY AMENDMENT
ORDINANCE.

The ATTORNEY -GENERAL moved the fird reading
of a Bill entitted "an Ordinance to amend the
Married Women's Property Ordinance, 1906," and
that the reading of the title be sufficent for the
purposss theredf.

The CoLoNniAL SecretTarRY Seconded, and the
motion was carried.

PROBATESAMENDMENT ORDINANCE.

The ATTORNEY -GENERAL moved the fird reading
of a Bill etitted "an Ordinance to amend the
Probates Ordinance; 1887," and that the reading of
thetitle be suffidient for the purposesthereof.

The CoLoNniAL SecretTarY Seconded, and the
motion was carried.

HONGKONG COLLEGE OF MEDICINE.

Hon. Dr. Ho Kal moved thefirg reading of aBill
entitted "an Ordinance for the incorporation of the
Hongkong College of Medicne" and that the
reading of the title be deemed suffident for the
purposesthereof.

Hon. Mr. We' 'Y uk seconded, and the motion was
agreed to.

His ExceLLEncYy—Gentlemen, before we adjourn
I would like to inform you that the hon. member who
sits at the bottom of the left
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Sde of the table (Hon. Mr. Gresson) has asked
for leave to proceed home to England on
furlough. 1 am surethat | voice the sentiments of
hon. members when | say we shdl miss one
whaose urbanity, uprightness of character, and
business capacity render him as popular asheis
repected (goplause). We wish him a good
holiday and a safe return to this country. The
Council gandsadjourned snedie.
FINANCE COMMITTEE.

A meeting of the Finance Committee was
then held, the CoLoNIAL SECRETARY presiding.
Thefollowing votes were passed:—

POSTAL EXPENSES

The Governor recommended the Coundl to
vote a sum of Sx hundred and fifty-nine
Dollars ($659) in ad of the vote Pogt Office,
Shangha Pogd Agency, Other Charges
Incidenta Expenses.

POSTAL AGENCIES.

The Governor recommended the Coundl to
vote asum of One hundred and sixteen Ddllars
and ninety-seven Cents ($116.97) in ad of the
vote Pogt Office, B—Podd Agenciesin China
for thefollowing items—

Amoy, Other Chages Incidentd
EXPENSES......coooveereecsersecies s $4.22

Swatow, Other Charges, Incidenta
EXPENSES......coceceeireeeseeeeees 62.75
o7 O $116.97

The CoLONIAL SECRETARY—I suppose it is
the usud thing—the dadllar is going down and
the expenses are going up.

COMMISSION EXPENSES,

The Governor recommended the Coundl to
vote a sum of Eight hundred Dallars ($800) in
ad of the vote Miscdlaneous Services, Public
Hedlth and Buildings Ordinance Commission.

The CoLONIAL SECRETARY—Thisis owing to
extraprinting.

PUBLIC WORKS.

The Officer Adminigering the Government
recommended the Council to vote a sum of
Two thousand Dollars ($2,000) in ad of the
vote Public Works Extraordinary, Drainage,
Large Hushing Tanksfor Main Sewers, &c.

The CoLoNIAL SECRETARY—This is in effect
a revote, but Sr Matthew Nathan declined to

sanction asrevotes any unexpended baanceson
continuing services such asthis.
MISCELLANEOUS SERVICES.

The Officer Adminigering the Government
recommended the Council to vote a sum of
Seven hundred and fifty Dollars ($750 a 2/-
=£75.00) in ad of the vote Miscdlaneous
Savices, Grantsin-ad of Other Ingtitutions—
Imperid Inditute.

The CoLONIAL SECRETARY—New cases ae
required for Hongkong exhibits.

POLICE AND PRISON DEPARTMENTS.

The Officer Adminigering the Government
recommended the Coundil to vote asum of One
thousand three hundred Dallars ($1,300) in ad
of the vote Police and Prison Departments B—
Fire Brigade, Other Charges, for the following
items—

(07070 [ =] ¢ [ (= $600
Incidental EXPENSES, .....c.coveeveevreneereerneeneens 200
Reparsto Hoseand Other Flat.,.............. 500
o7 PO $1,300

LAND RESUMPTION.

The Officer Adminigering the Government
recommended the Council to vote a sum of
Two thousand five hundred and eghty-one
Dallars and eighty-five Cents ($2,581.85) in ad
of the vote, Misdlaneous Services
Compensation for resumption of Taxlord lotsin
the New Territories.
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