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20TH JUNE; 1907.

PreEsENT—

His ExceLLENcY THE OFACER ADMINISTERING THE
GovERNMENT, Hon. Mr. F H. May, CM.G.

Maxr-GenerAL R. G. Broabwoob, C.B.A.CD.

Hon. Mr. A. M. THovson (Colonid Secretary).

Hon. Mr. H. H. J. Gomrertz (Attorney-cenerd)

Hon. Mr. C. Mcl. MessR, (Colonid Treasurer).

Hon. Mr. W. CHatHam (Director of Public
Works).

Hon. Mr. A. W. BrewN (Regidrar-cenerd).

Hon. Mr. E J. BabeLey (Captain-superintendent
of Police).

Hon. Dr. HoKai, M.B.,CM.,CM.G.

Hon. Mr. We Yuk.

Hon. Mr. H. E. PoLLock, K.C.

Hon. Mr. E. A. HeweTT.

Hon. Mr. E. OsBORNE.

Hon. Mr. H. Keswick.

Mr. A. G. M. FLercHer (Clerk of Coundils).

MINUTES

The minutes of the previous meeting were read,
and confirmed.

QUESTIONS

Hon. Mr. HewerT gave natice that he would ask
the fallowing quedtions a the next meseting of the
Council:—

() Will the Government dateif it is proposed to
recognise the specid sarvices rendered by cartain
Government  offidds in  connection with a
Commisson gppointed to enquire into the working
of the Public Hedlth and Buildings Ordinance?

(2) If so, whdt, if any, spedid remunerdion isit
proposed to grant for the extra work undertaken by
the following members of the Hongkong Civil
Savice—Mr. Bowen Rowlands, Mr. J. Dyer Ball,
Mr. A. Chapmen, V.D.?

(3) Will this remuneration, if granted, be dedt
with by aspedid votein the Legidative Council?

(4) If not, hasthe proposed amount been dready
indluded in some previous vate, if so, which vote, or
will the sum granted to those officids be paid out of
Miscdlaneous Charges?

THE PUBLICHEALTH AND BUILDINGS

ORDINANCE.

The ATTORNEY -GENERAL Mmoved the second
reading of aBill entitled "an Ordinance to amend the
Public Hedth and Buildings Ordinance, 1903."

The CoLoNIAL TREASURER Seconded.

Hon. Mr. PoLLock—At the lagt medting of this
Coundcil when this bill was read for a firg time your

Excdlency made some observations with reference
to the housing quettion of this Calony, and maore
especidly in connection with cubides  Your
Excdlency gated amonggt other thingsthat you were
satiffied that the exigting law relating to cubides hes
faled, and your Excellency aso sated thet you were
in great hopes that the community as awhole would
take the subject of cubicles into their most serious
condderdion, and try to arive this time & some
method of deding with this question which will
redly settleit oncefor dl.

The CoLoNIAL SecreTARY— don't see what this
hasto do withthe Bill.

Hon. Mr. PoLLock—It has to do with it. | am
perfectly in order.

The CoLoNnIAL SecreTaRY —It has no vdue
whatever.

Hon. Mr. Polock — It is a vey grea
impertinence on the part of the Colonid Secretary to
say it is of no value whatever. | think, Sir, the hon.
member should be cdled to order. | am addressng
your Excdlency in Council with reference to the
remarks made by your Excellency with reference to
the proposd laid on the teble a the lagt mesting, and
| think if your Excellency had aright to address the
Coundil on the question of cubides on the fird
reeding of the Bill, | have an equd right on the
second.

His ExceLLency—I think the hon. member is
rather under a misgpprehension. | Sated that | had a
purpose for the few remarks | made. | sad | should
not be in order and asked the indulgence of the
Coundil to dlow me to meke some remarks which
were out of order. | certainly think it would be much
more convenient if the hon. member would defer his
remarks till such time as a Bill is submitted to the
Council dedling with cubides. We are now dedling
with a Bill which deds with a different subject, and
the only reason this Bill is being introduced before
the generd amending Ordinance is that there are
various papers hung up owing to want of legd power
to grant exemptions under section 175; hence the
resson we put this fooward before the generd
amendment Bill. I must rule the hon. member out of
order in going into the generd question. He mugt
abide by the rules of the Council. The satement |
mede the other day was a very short one | dlowed
another hon. member agood ded of licence to meke
a persond explanation, but now the hon. member
wantsto go into the whole quedtion, which, | think, is
very inconvenien.
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Hon. Mr. PoLLock— propose to miake observations
on your Excdlency’'s remarks d the last meeting of the
Coundil. I daimmy right to do so.

His ExceLLency—If the hon. member indgs it just
showsthat one ought never to bregk any rule,

Hon. Mr. PoLLock— do not ssewhy | should not be
dlowed to answer your Excdlency's observations on
the fird reading. It is a mondrous thing for your
Excdlency, adminigering the Government, to dam a
licencewhichisdeniedto me.

HisExceLLency— did not daimit. | asked theleave
of the Counail.

Hon. Mr. PoLLock—It is not likdy any member
would intervene

His ExceLLENcY—The hon. member may go on.

Hon. Mr. Hewerr—Will you excuse me, Sir. There
isonepoint towhich | would liketo refer.

HisExceLLENCY—You are certainly not in order now.
| don't know what you are spesking to.

Hon. Mr. PoLLock—In my remarks to this Councl |
cannot refrain from expressng extreme surprise a the
atitude you have taken up upon the question of cubicles,
and | have every right to express that surprise because
your Excdlency has mede remarks which you say are
nat to be criticised until the proper time comes. Your
Excdlency dated truly thet the quedtion of cubides is
one of the most important with which this Council hes
to ded, and you lad a certain proposd before the
Coundl and as far as | know it was submitted to the
Coundil for thefirg time a the last mesting. | think Sir,
asitisanimportant question, asyou stated, and asitisa
question with regard to which your Excdlency admitted
there has been falure—complete fallure—that we
cannot teke too early an opportunity of addressng
oursgves to this question with aview to putting an end
to thet fallure—failureis by no meanstoo strong aword
to goply to the pagt sanitary policy on the quegtion of
cubides It seems to meg 0 fa as cubides ae
concaned, that your Excdlency is quite correct in
dating thet an important point which will have to be
borme in view in the future is the quedtion of the
provison of laterd windows. But, Sir, | do not agree
with dl the suggestions which | undersand were put
forwad by the Government in connection with this
matter. With regard to the best scheme in connection
with cubides, pesking for mysdf, | think there can be
no doubt that the bet stheme lad before the
community o far, is the scheme mooted some four
years ago, namdy, that in Chinatown upper storeys of
every third house should be pulled down with aview to
the provision of laterd windowsfor the houses sanding
on ether sde. | understand, Sir, there waas an objection
raised againg thisbeing donein view of thefact thet the
walls of houses on either Sde of the house proposad to
be pulled down might reguire strengthening, or in some
ingances rebuilding. | think, Sir, however, thet this

scheme is such a good one, that such difficulties as |
have mentioned ought not to gand in the way of its
being adopted. No doubt means can be found for
drengthening the walls, or if that is impracticable, for
rebuilding them. It is Smply and soldy a question of
money. Thereisnothing impossiblein the operation.

His Exca.Lency—Have you any idea how much
money would beinvolved?

Hon. Mr. PoLLock—No, but | would be glad if your
Excdlency wouldinformme,

His ExcelLency —At the lowest computation,
$3,000,000.

Hon. Mr. PoLLock—For thewhadle thing?

His ExceLLeNcy—That iscorrect.

Hon. Mr. PoLLock—Your Excdlency apparently
thought | was going to be knocked down by those
figures. | am nat, as| was quite prepared to know that a
condderable  expenditure  would be  incurred.
$8,000,000 does not gppear to me a very lage sum to
cary out a scheme which, unlike many schemesin the
pagt, will beathorough scheme. | think thisscheme, Sir,
is the only one | have ever heard of for stling the
guestion once and for dl. So far there hasbeen acertain
amount of tinkering. | quite agree with your Excellency
tha in sanitary metters there has been consderable
improvement since the plague year of 1894, but your
Excdlency frankly admits that the sattlement of the
cubide quedtion hasfailed. | dont mysdf fed darmed if
this very necessary metter should involve a cogt of
$8,000,000, and | am not a al surprisad to hear it will
involve something in the neighbourhood of thet
expenditure. Your Excellency and the Coundil have to
congder what we shdl ga in reun for such
expenditure. | submit we shdl have an enormous
sanitary improvement in the Colony. It will be an
enormous boon to the Colony from the point of view of
public hedth to have every third house in Chinatown
pulled down, and to have a free current of ar and light
going through where every third house was. | think, Sir,
thet it is a big scheme, but it is a scheme that should
commend itsdf to the congideration of the community
as deserving of the epithet thorough being applied to it
and as opposd to some hdf heated and dilatory
messureswhich have been carried out.

HisExceLLency—Whoisto besr the cog?

Hon. Mr PoLLock—! am coming to that, Sir. With
reference to the question of & whose cost thisreformis
to be carried out, | certainly, Sir, don't agree withwhét |
consider the stereotyped Government view, that the
whole of this cogt of pulling down third houses should
be borne by the owners of the adjacent houses. | think
S i r | t h a t i n a
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cae like this the Government should certainly give a
grant in regard to which, however, it is difficult to Sate
the precise proportion. | Smply throw out the metter
tertaively for discusson. We will have to thresh out the
exact the amount of compensation to be assessed. If you
ak meto givemy ideal would say this: It ssemsto me
that it would be afair compensation that the ownerson
each dde of the house to be pulled down should
contribute one third each towards the codt, and the
Government the ret. Thisis rather arough idea of my
own. The owners of houses on dther sde, | sugges,
should contribute in the proportion | mention, because
no doubt they will benefit consderably by this, in thet
they will be able to have a condderable number of
windows laterdly put into their houses, a number of
rooms opening into externd ar and legd according to
the public Hedth Ordinance. Therefore it is only right,
Sir, that they should contribute to this matter, and | see
from a proposd lad before the Councl & the last
mesting tha the Government intends gpparently to
dlow in case of laerd windows certain concessons
with reference to space and internd ar gpace. With
reference, Sir, to it being right and proper for the
Government to grant some compensation, | would refer
your Excellency to section 308 of the English Public
Hedth Act of 1875. It is dearly lad down there, Sir,
that if radica sanitary improvements are ordered by the
locd authorities owners of property ae to recave
compensation. In the present ingance | dont think, in
view of the fact that owners of houses on ather Sde
gan condderable benefit, and in view of the fact that
the Government are prepared to meet them, that dl
these dterations should be caried out a the public
expense | should like, Sir, before quitting thissubject, to
sy agan that this figure which your Excelency
mertioned, which | suppose would includethewhole of
the cogt of every third house pulled down, does not
seem to me formidable in view of the immense gain to
be acoomplished. The Council of this Colony last yeer
devoted asum of amillion or 30 of dollarsto railwaysin
the middle of China If, Sr, we can do that, | don't see
why, when a loan is proposed for a very Lecessary
public matter herein our midg, the Government should
pull a long face and tel us tha this is a poor and
bankrupt Colony, and cannot afford the loan for these
urgent public works. | know, Sir, thet is the usud
atitude of the Government. Something must be done,
and | think your Excellency will agree with me that the
sooner itisdone the better, and | don't think, Sir, with all
due deference to the Govenment thet any of the
proposaslaid on thetable a the last meeting of council
a dl meet the case. Your Excellency truly pointed out a
the last medting of the Coundil thet it is mogt desirable,
with a view to the prevention of plague and other
diseases which cause greet 1osses to the Colony, that if
we are going to attack the burning question we should
atack it with spirit and sdttle it once for dl. With the
Government proposd to stle it once for dl, it would

take 30 or 40 or 50 years to effect any condderdble
improvement. | think, Sir, we recognise thet this is a
very important quetion, and it is a question which
cannot be attacked too soon. | ventured to bring forward
these remarks Sir, because it seemed to me, reading sl
did about this most urgent question, thet it was desirable
something should be lad before the Council for
discusson. And | venture to bring before the Council a
certain point in which, with al due respect, | differ from
your Excdlency's view; thet is, thet every improvement
should be paid for by the owners of houses.

His ExceLLency—You cannot say that in face of the
Saute of 1903, which shows tha a very lage
proportion of cases, in fact in dl cases, where
improvements are made compensation is given by the
Government.

Hon. Mr. PoLLock—Some are, Sir; some arenot.

HisExceLLency—You sad just now dl are.

Hon. Mr. PoLLock—Perhaps your Excdlency is
right there. | do not want to deprive you of the credit of
scoring apoint.

His ExcaLLency— do not want to score points. |
want accuracy.

Hon. Mr. PoLLock—But with reference to 3s in the
Government proposals | fail to seethere, Sir, reference
to any compensation. | would draw specid atention to
that section. Thisis what the Government say: (reeds).
W, Sir, goparently the Government proposes, when
then contiguous houses are rebuilt, to ings on the
provison of laterd windows.

His ExceLLency—ANd to grant—

Hon. Mr. Powock — And to gratt catan
exemptionswhich will be beneficid to thetenants

His ExceLLency—Thelandowner, | submit, will lose
nothing.

Hon. Mr. PoLLock— should like to see that worked
out; | have very great doubts with reference to the
question.

The CoLoniaL Secrerary—There is no Bill before
you.
Hon. Mr. PoLock— mugt ask thet the Colonid
Secretary be not dlowed to make these remarks | am
much astonished thet heis

The CoLoniaL Secretary—There is no Bill before
you, | sad.

Hon. Mr. PoLLock—It isavery seriousthing theway
in which these proposals were received by your
Excellency, apparently to avert a discussion on the
question. | was simply astounded at your Excdllency
t el i ng u s t h at
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thiswas one of the mast important thingswe had to ded
with and that we should try to arrange the matter once
for dl, and then not desiring to hear me on the subject.

The Hon. Mr. Hewerr — Your Excdlency. |
understand thet the officia view of the caseis that we
arediscussng the second reeding of the Bill entitled “An
Ordinance to amend the Public Hedth and Building
Ordinance, 1903." That being S0 it gopears to me thet
dthough the Bill a the moment before the Council is
dedling only with avery smdl metter, it isan amending
Bill for the main Ordinance of 1903.

His ExceLLency—Is the hon. member going to dedl
with the memorandum generally?

The Hon. Mr. Hewerr—I wish to meke some
remarks in connection with the proposed amendment
and on the amendments generdly of the Bill of 1903.

HisExceLLEncy—Then | mugt rule the hon. member
out of order.

TheHon. Mr. Hewerr—Your Excdlency—

His ExceLLency—Excuse me. | dlowed the lagt
Spesker to proceed because he ingsted upon criticisng
cartain remarks on the one definite question of cubicles
which | was foalish enough to think the Council would
dlow meto gpesk on e the last meeting. Apparently the
Coundil wasnat infavour of thet course, but did not like
tointervene It is quite intdligible that the hon. member
should desire to revert to that question, but | cannot
dlow you now to try to cover the whole fidd or any
part of it outdde the cubicdle question or the Bill before
the Coundil.

The Hon. Mr. HewerT—Your Excdlency. | do not
wish to say anything beyond that which was said by the
hon. member opposite. | wish to make one reference to
the main Ordinance of 1903, mainly because | do not
wish to run therisk later on when the Bill becomes law
of being told by members of the Government that we
dlowed an amending Ordinance to pass without any
remarks on our part. | only wish to emphasise what the
hon. member has said; if Your Excdlency indsts upon
ruling meout of order |—

HisExceLLency—] do not know whet the pointison
which you wish to spesk—on what section”?

The Hon. Mr. Hewerr—! am going to spesk on
Section 175, sub-section 4.

HisExceLLency—Thenyou arein order.

The Hon. Mr. Hewerm— beg your Excdlency's
pardon. | am spesking on the whole section.

HisExceLLency—Very well.

The Hon. MR. Hewerm—The remarks | have to
meke are, as | explained, to protect mysdf in the future
from the possibility of misunderstanding. | do not want
an amending Ordinance of this kind to pass without a
few words being said on one of the mogt important
sections of the Ordinance My hon. and leamed
colleague has dready referred to section 308 of the
Public Hedth Act of 1875. | did not know hewasgoing

to do 0, and | brought a copy of the Act. | will reed the
section. (Reeds the section referring to compensstion.)
The point | wish to make, Your Excelency, is carrying
on the discusson which took place last week in this
chamber, that a large section of the community is not
satisfied with the compensation provided for in the
exiging Ordinence and which Your Excelency
congderssatidectory. | merdly wish to draw atention to
thefact that the Public Hedlth Act of 1875 which admits
the principle that where aman auffers damege, that isto
say, where his propety is depreciated by sanitary
reforms forced upon him, he is entitled to recaive
compensation.

His ExceLLency—If the property isinsanitary?

The Hon Mr. Hewerm—Thét is the question to be
decided. | would remind Your Excdlency thet there are
an enormous number of propeties which were
perfectly sanitary up to the 20th February, 1903, and
which were immediatdy rendered insanitary by the
pasing of this vey dradic Ordinance The
compensation which the property owners demanded as
ther right was st forth and fully dedt with in the
petition to the Government in December of the previous
year. Property suddenly, by the passng of this Act, was
rendered insnitary. If the Government atempt to
shdter themsdlves behind the fact that the houses are
insanitary because they do nat comply with the new
ordinance, then dl | can say is that the Government is
acting with far less judtice than the Home Governmertt,
which admitted this principle 30 or 40 years ago. | think
it was necessary to make these few remarksin order to
prevent possible misconception in the future,

The Hon Mr. Ossorne—Your Excdlency. In the
absence of any gatement of objects and reasons for the
Bill before this Coundil, | wondered why it hed been
brought forward. With Your Excelency's explanation
today | see thet it has been brought forward for a
definite purpose—that is to gt over a temporay
difficulty. | desire ds0 to place on record that | reserve
to mysdf the right on a future occasion to address the
Coundil on the subject generaly and not to-day.

The CoLoniAL SecreTary—Honourable members—
unofficia hon. membersdo not ssemto be aware of the
right they have to forward notice of resolutions on any
point whatever thet they wish to raise, a the proper time
preceding any meeting of the Coundil inwhich they can
discuss any question in the public interest. Thereis,
however, | maintain, no occasion now to discuss the
question of cubides, becausethat isnot involved in the
Bill under discussion. Before proceeding to take the
di vision o n t h e
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second reeding of the Bill | would like to meke a few
remarks in reply to those passed by the hon. member
nominated by the Chamber of Commerce on the
occason of the fird reading. If | am correct, he sad,
gpesking on behdf of Mr. Hooper and other European
owners—

The Hon. Mr. Hewerm—Your Excdlency, | only
poke on behdf of Mr. Hooper.

The CoLoniAL SecreTarRy—MIr. Hewedt isreported to
have said "1 do not think that it was quite right thet the
Government should teke advantege and meke capitd
out of aletter written in amoment of misconception by
a gentleman who had some five years later been a
member of the Commisson" Now this charge
practicdly amounts to one of unfairess againg the
Government. The words "should teke advantage and
make capitd out of" are, | maintain, unwarranteble. The
smple facts of the case are When the Government
decided that thisletter should be laid on the table, it was
not in the dightest degree aware that there was any
contemplated repudiation by Mr. Hooper, or on behdf
of other European landowners. There was no desire in
the mind of the Government to convict Mr. Hooper of
any inconggtency in regard to the matter. The paper
would have been laid on the table even if it had been
signed by any person other than Mr. Hooper and if he
hed not been a member of the Commission it would
dill have been laid on the table. This action was taken
without any arriere pensée on the pat of the
Government in order to strengthen their position and to
show that dl possble concessons on the question of
compensaiion had dready been made. As regards the
question of the vaue of Mr. Hooper's letter after its
repudigtion | have only to point out thet the
crcumstances are somewhat as falows: On the 28th
September, 1902, the European landowners petitioned
the Government and asked for compensation. They
quoted casss in regard to various matters. One was
Knight v. Moses, July 1902. They were informed in
reply to ther petition that the Government had dreedy
consdered mogt of the points concarned in the BiIll.
Thet wasthe answer given to the petitioners. Before thdt,
Sir, we had a commisson on the subject of the Public
Hedth Ordinance. This was quoted by the Attorney-
cenerd on the occasion of the second reading of the Bill
which subsequently became law. The Attorney-cenerd
in his gpeech quoted from the report of the
Commissioners (reads from report). | may here say that
these quotetions are practicdly correct. The Bill was
reed a second time on that day. That wasin November,
1902. No further discussion took place on Section 175.
The community was apparently well stiffied that the
compensaiion subject had been properly dedt withina
generous irit by the Government. The letter lad on
the table was dated 3rd December, 1902, and the Bill
did not become law till February, 1903; it is therefore

perfectly obvious that they had ample opportunity to

represent to the Government the fact thet ther
representation on the subject of compensation had not
been properly dedit with. The hon. member further said
"when he wrote thet letter he was under the impression
that the Government had honestly and loyaly adopted
the recommendations put forward in the report which
had been drawn up a the ingtance of the landowners. |
submit that theinference from his satement wasthet the
Government had not dedlt with the matter honestly and
loydly. | think | have given sufficient factsto show that
the Government had dedlt with the subject as honestly
and loydly as they could, and the hon. member's
remarks on the subject were entirdy unjudtified.

The Hon. Mr. Hewerm—Your Excdlency, May |
maeke apersond explanation?

His ExceL.Lency—You are not in order. You have
dready made your persond explanation on behdf of
Mr. Hooper a thelast mesting.

The Hon. Mr. Hewerm—I| submit, Sir, when the
Colonid Secretary quotes from Hansard or some other
source with gpecid regard to remarks mede by me a
the lagt meeting, | am dosolutely within my rights.

The CoLoNnAL Secrerary— could not reply to your
remarksat thelast megting.

The Hon. Mr. PoLLock—Surely the hon. member is
entitled to answver the Colonid Secretary who hes
criticised him.

Mr. PoLLock and Mr. HEwerT were now Speeking
together.

His ExceLLency—Will you dlow meto spesk.

TheHon. Mr. PoLLock—Yes

His ExceLLency —If the explanation is purdy
persona—

The Hon. Mr. Hewert— have told your Excellency
that it is purdy a persond explanation, and only on that
ground | demand it. | told your Excdlency that | wished
to make a persond explanation with reference to the
quotations made by the Colonid Secretary from a
report of the gpeech made by me a the last meeting of
the Coundil. | do not know from what source the Hon.
the Colonid Secretary obtained his vergon, if from
Hansard the report is not a verbaim one, but it is
subdantidly correct. | have nothing to withdraw,
nothing to gpologise for, and nothing to take back. |
gand by that. (The Hon. Mr. Pollock: heer, heer.)

His ExceLLency—Gentlemen, | think | have dreedy
explained the reasons why | did not want the hon.
member on my |eft to proceed. | have no desireto burke
discussion and | wish to say that | am not afraid of
criticdiam ether of what | writeor say. Asametter of fact
| rather enjoy it, but it seemed to me that on a future
occasion when the general amending Bill
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cameto be consdered his remarks would comein more
fittingly. The hon. member has suggested a scheme for
dedling with cubicles. | do not want to take up thetime
of the Coundl by going into it now. He made rather
light of the expenditure and there is one word of
warning | would like to utter on that point, because it
may weigh with him and others in conddering that
scheme. At the present time this colony is in a very
difficult podtion. We have avery large railway scheme
on hand which is not going to prove a gold mine We
have our currency in a very deplorable condition nat, |
submit, through the fault of the Government, but
through a combination of various drcumgances. We
have the opium question looming in the background
and our insatiable Director of Public Works wants usto
incur an expenditure of three million ddlars in
increesing our water supply. In these circumstances,
gentlemen, | do not think that any matter which runs
into millions of dollas is within the region of
congdertion. In the compensation of which the hon.
member nominated by the Chamber of Commerce
spake, | do not think that his quotation from the Public
Hedth Act will dtogether help him. The origin, as the
Colonid Secretary pointed out, of this sub-section of
Section 175 which requires open spaces in the rear of
houses is the report of the Insanitary Properties
Commission, acknowledged to be one of the strongest
commissons that ever sat in this Colony, composed of
no less than Sir Paul Chater, Sr Thomas Jackson, Mr.
Thomas Whitehead, Mr. Nathanid Ede, and the former
Colonid Secretary. This Commisson reported, after
persond invedtigation, that they regretted to have to
report that there were many insanitary properties and
dwdlings which were unfit for human habitation under
their present condition. (Qnotes) "we regret to report
that there are many insanitary propreties in the colony
and dwellings which in their present condition are unfit
for humean habitation. The back portions of anumber of
the houses visted by us ae dak, ill ventitated,
extremdy dirty, and in some cases mere dens of filth.”
They made recommendations which the Colonid
Secretary read — "the sad propeties should be
improved in the manner suggested, and carried out by
the owners a their own cos.™ Now it was given in
evidence before that Commission that in compelling
ownes to meke insanitary propeaties sanitary the
Government were only doing whet they could compd
those owners to do in another way. (Quotes from
section empowering magidrate to dedlare a house urfit
for human hatitation.) Thet isthe same asin England. If
the Sanitary Authority isof opinion thet property is unfit
for human habitation they haveto gpply to aMagidrae
for an order before they can compd these premises to
be dosd or mede fit for hebitation. Gentlemen, in
addition to the evidence given before the Commission,
and in addition to the recommendation of these high
authorities, | beg to add my evidence | was on the

gpecid Commisson of the Sanitary Board in 18%4
when we closad and seded up scores and scores of
these houses on the ground of being unfit for human
habitation. And they were unifit for humean habitation. |
venture to say that the lower dasses of thistown arein
many cases not aswel housad as the dumb four footed
animds in Mr. Kennedy's stables in Causeway Bay.
There each horse has one window. The hon. member
nominaied by the Chamber of Commerce remarked
that certain houses in 1902 were sanitary, and became
insanitary by the operation of this lav of 1903.
Gentlemen, we took the power to grant modificationsin
had cases where propeties were not dtogether
insanitary, and we are now taking power to ded with
certain conditions which affect ablock of houseswhich,
| venture to say, the hon. member hed in his mind when
he spoke The property bdongs to the Humphreys
Egtate Company and isStuated a Kowloon.

TheHon. Mr. HewerT—Redlly, | cannotallow that to
pass When | spoke | had no particular property in my
mind. | was spesking on a generd principle of the Act
which was suddenly brought into force, making alarge
amount of property in the Colony insanitary. | take
objection to your assertions, with dl due repect to your
high postion, and object to your trying to twist my
wordsto imply thet | amworkingintheinterest of some
individud members of the Community, more
paticularly Mr. Humphreys, one of my late colleagues
on the Sanitary Commisson. | roll no man's log, |
sharpen no man's axe. | object to your imputations
which are as unworthy asthey areuntrue.

His ExceLLency— did not twist your words.

TheHon. Mr. HeEwerT—You imputed motives to me
which | repudiate.

His ExceLLency— said thet | thought you hed these
buildingsin your mind when you spoke.

TheHon. Mr. Hewerm—No Sir, | had not.

His ExceLLENcYy—Very well; | accept your
explanation. | thought that it might be so, because the
property was S0 particularly referred to in the Report of
the Commission. The Colonid Secretary hasexplained
that the question of compensation under this particular
section was put forward in 1903, and did not commend
iself to this Council, and the Government are
determined not to reopen the question. You will also
find that in the debates on that Ordinance of 1903
mention was mede of compensation for lossof cubicles.
It was agreed by this Council that such compensation
should not be granted. The Government do



(23)

not propose now to reopen the quedion of
compensation for cubicles.

The motion was agreed to.

The Councl went into committee to congder the
Bill.

Onresuming,

The AttorNey  GENERAL, in the dbsence of
objection, moved the third reading of the Bill.

The CoLoniAL Secretary  seconded, and the
motion was agreed to.

THE NEDERLANDSCH-INDISCHE

HANDELBANK.

The Attorney-cenerd moved the second reading
of the Bill entittled "an Ordinance for giving to a

Foreign Company cdled the Nederlandsch-indische
Handdsbank certan fadlities for carying on its
busnessin the Colony.”

The CoLoNIAL TREASURER Seconded, and the Bill
wasread asecond time.

Coundil then went into committee and conddered
the Bill dauseby dause.

On resuming, the ATTORNEY -GENERAL reported
that the Bill had passed through committee without
amendment.

The Bill was then read a third time, passed, and
became law.

Coundl adjourned snedie.




