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3rD OCTOBER, 1907.

PrESENT—

His ExceLLENCY THE GOVERNOR, SR FREDERICK
JoHN DEALTRY Lucarp, K.CM.G,,CB.,D.SO.

Hon. Mr. F H. May (Colonid Secretary).

Hon. Mr. W. Rees DaAVIES (Attorney-Generd).

Hon. Mr. W. CHaTHAM, CM.G. (Director of Public
Works).

Hon. Mr. A. W. BREwIN (Regidrar Generd).

Hon. Dr.HoKal,M.B.,CM.,CM.G.

Hon. Mr. We Y UK.

Hon. Mr. E. A. HEWETT.

Hon. Mr. H. Keswick.

Hon. Mr. E. OSBORNE.

Mr. A. G. M. RLercHER (Clerk of Coundils).

MINUTES
The minutes of the previous mesting were reed, and
cortfirmed.

PAPERS

The CoLoNIAL SECReTARY—! have the honour to lay
on the table by command of His Excelency the
amended financid datement in connection with the
edimeates for 1908, In this Siatement, g, it will be seen
that the railway |oan account is set forth separately from
the stock account, and this separation will, | trugt, render
the statement more dear. | have dso to lay on the table
by commend of His Excdlency the Report of the
Committee gppointed to consider and make suggestions
for dedling with the cubicle question.

FINANCIAL.

The CoLoNIAL SECRETARY—! have to lay on the
table Fnandd Minutes Nos 46 and 47 and to move
that they be referred to the Finance Committee.

The ATTORNEY -GENERAL Seconded, and the motion
wasagreed to.

The CoLoNIAL SecreTARY—! have the honour to lay
on the table the Report of the Finance Commiittee Nos.
36 t0 45 and to moveitsadoption.

The ATTORNEY -GENERAL Seconded and the motion
was agreed to.

COMPANIES ORDINANCE.

The ATToRNEY  GENERAL moved the firgt reading
of a Bill etitled "an Ordinance to amend the law
relaing to companies”

The CoLONIAL SECRETARY seconded, and the motion

was agreed to.
THEESTIMATES.

The CoLoniAL SecretarRy moved the second
reading of the Bill entitled "an Ordinance to goply a
sum not exceeding $4,992,953 to the public service for
theyear 1908."

The ATTORNEY -GENERAL Seconded.

The Hon. Mr. HEweTT—Your Excellency, the
egtimates have now been before the unofficid members
of the Legislative Council, and having had the
advantage of hearing the remarksthat Your Excdlency
mede afortnight ago, the unofficial members have since
discussed these estimates and | have been requested to
reply for them, though some of the others will have
remarks of their own to make. In thefirgt place| think
we may sincerdly congratulate Your Excellency onthe
very stifactory financid condition of the Colony as st
forth in the estimates now before us. Of course, aswe
are aware and as Your Excellency has pointed out, a
very considerable proportion of our revenueisof a
precarious nature, more particularly that portion derived
from land sales and from the opium monopoly. At the
present moment it is unquestionabl e that trade and
businessin general are very much depressed. If we
required any proof of that statement it isfound in the
fact that dll firg dass stocks are much depressed and the
assessment of property in the city of Victoriais some
four per cent. below what it waslast year. It isvery
evident that that increasing expenditure and il further
reductionsin the revenue to which Your Excellency has
referred this year and to which your predecessor
referred last year may continue and that thewhole of the
finances of this Colony will have to be reconsidered.
Thereistherefore one point to which | particularly wish
to direct atention. | refer to the question of the military
contribution. Thiswasavery old and burning question
aslong ago asthe Sixties, when one of my predecessors
in this Colony first resisted the imposition of the
military contribution by the Home Government upon
this Colony. And later the same gentleman has spoken
agang it in the House of Commons. Sincethen it has
been repeatedly discussad and unofficid membershave
repeatedly complained of the excessive amount which
we are caled upon to pay by means of this military
contribution. We are aware that the presence of a
garrison adds to our prosperity, but the garrison is not
maintained for our purposes but for imperid needsand
not entirely for the benefit of the Colony. We do not
condder that because we hgppen to be acrown colony
we should be called upon to contribute one-fifth of
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our tota revenue for military contribution, especialy
when we see self-governing colonies infinitely
wealthier than ourselves only paying avery trifling
amount or nothing at al towardsamilitary charge With
al due respect to the powers who have levied this
exaction upon the Colony | cannat but compareit tothe
nature of the stand and deliver demand from the
highwayman who suddenly appears before us putsa
pistol at our heads and says "pay twenty centsin the
dallar," while we have to seek what consolation wemay
find in the thought that we have Hill 80 centseft for our
own needs. The question of the military contributionis
onewhich deserves consderation a an early date, | for
onethink and have aways maintained that it is correct
that the Colony should contribute something towards
theimperia troops but for asmall colony the sum of
$1,200,000, asis the amount of our contribution this
yedr, isexcessve. Thereisone chargewhich fdlsunder
the head of military contribution, with which I am
entirely in accord. That isthe vote of $46,000 towards
the Volunteers. | will not repeet what | have dready said
onthissubject. It isvery pleasing to learn thet recruiting
isgoing on satisfactorily but it is discouraging to find
that when the Government proposes to found an
infantry company so few of the younger members of
this community come forward. | fed very strongly on
the subject of the Volunteersfrom my past experience. |

can only trugt that the younger members of the Colony
will come forward, knowing that the Government is
straining every nerve to improve the status of
Volunteers, and enlig asthey should do. With regard to
the Kowloon railway, to which there has been very
condderablereference, wearedl agreed thet it is sound
business policy to pressforward the construction of thet
raillway as promptly aspossbleand if Your Excellency
during the following year should find it necessary to cdll

for an extravote to meet the needs of therailway | am
quite sure the unofficial memberswill be only too glad
to giveit their support. It was hoped that when the
railway was commenced that the work would be
completed within three years but at the present rate of
progress| do not see how it would be completed before
fiveyears. | understand that it is not awant of funds
which isresponsible for the delay but the want of
trained foremen to supervise the detailed work. |

understand that Your Excellency sncethelast meeting
has visited the whole route of therallway and asitisa
matter very near to your heart we fed confident that
every effort will be made to press on with the work
under your guidance. Aswe are awareit is of vital

importance that the railway should be constructed and
opened at the earliest possible date. It is estimated that
within three years the section from our frontier to
Canton will be completed and it isimperative thet our
portion should be ready at the same time. Those of us
who have had experiencein North China, Jgpan, and
Indo Chinaare aware of the greet development which
follows the opening of railways and the enormous

advantages to trade which accrue from any system of
railwaysin the Far East. We are confident thet the early
opening of thisrailway must benefit not only the
Colony but the Hinterland aswell. With regard to the
floating fire engine, the vote for which gppeared in the
edimates|agt year, and has been re-introduced this year.
| pointed out last year that, in my opinion, afloaing fire
engine was aluxury. It would be agood thing as a
second fireengineisrequired so rarely, that the money
should be expended in other directions. It has been
suggested that further improvements arerequired in the
fire department—that more powerful engines are
required. | do not know whether it isthe case or not but
| believe that Your Excellency has given this matter
your persona attention. If it isimperative that more
powerful land engines be provided then they should be
purchased. If not | would suggest thet the money canbe
better spent in other directions. With regard to what
your Excdlency stated with regard to loans and taxation
generally the unofficial members are entirely of one
mind thet it isinadvisableto to pay for public works out
of loansunless absolutely necessary. That necessity has
not arisen at the moment. We also agreed that it ismost
inopportune to increase taxation. If it be necessary to
raise fresh funds during the course of the next year the
unofficial members are unanimously agreed that it
would be advisable to do so by means of asmall loan
instead of by increased taxation. With regard to the
guestion of revenue, as Your Excellency showed in
your speech of afortnight ago, our sources are very
precarious, and we have reason to believe they will be
il more precariousin theimmediate future. | think it
would be opportune representing the interests | doin
this chamber, to remind Your Excellency of theviews
of the Chamber of Commerce. A letter was addressed
to the Government quite recently concerning the date of
the opium trade. The attempt made by the Chinese
Government to put down the cultivation and
consumption of opium in their own country would, |
fed sure, bewarmly supported by the Treety Powers of
China—certainly by the British Government—if the
movement were agenuine one, but we must not alow
the Chinese Imperia Government to take advantage of
this movement which has arisen partly in Chinaand
partly & hometo benefit their own trade at the expense
of foreign trade. We know that the trade for many years
has been very important not only for this colony but
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for thegreat empire of India, and we aso know that the
Chinese provincid officials have done everything in
their power for many years past to discourage the
opium trade, not because they were opposad to opium
but because they saw intheforeign opium trade avery
active agent working against their own personal

interests. It isto the interest of the Chinese opium
cultivator that the foreign opium should not compete
againg them. Foreign opium is carried throughout the
whole empirefree of likin and other duties on the passes
issued by the Imperial Maritime Customs. That
represents so much lossto the provincid officialsand
they do not like it. We know that many of them are
taking advantage of what ought to be an honest atempt,
to benefit their own interests. We have resson to believe
that many are not sincerein their wish to put down
production and consumption of opium but areworking
for their own pockets. With regard to subdidiary coinege,
we hope that the experiment made by the Government
in spending $30,000 to $40,000 ayear in purchasing
Hongkong subsidary coinage will have the desired
effect of rehabilitating our coinage at an early date. We
are not yet in a position to say whether it will be a
success or not. If it failsthe Government will haveto
reconsider the question. In the meantime we are
anxiously awaiting the report of the committee
appointed by Your Excellency to consider this most
important matter. The Chamber of Commerce
addressad the Government last May on the subject. We
pointed out that whatever steps may be taken by the
Hongkong Government can only be of alocal and
temporary nature. We cannot possibly dissociate our
coinage from that of the enormous empireto which we
arein close proximity. Theonly real cureistoinsist
upon carrying out the provisons of the Mackay Treety
so that dl mints shdl be placed under imperid control

and that there shall be auniversa coinage for China.
Coming to the very important question of public works,
on which alarge proportion of our revenue is spert, |

regret to say that after careful and deliberate
consideration, | cannot consider that the present Sate of
affairsisat all satisfactory. Year by year we see
important works appear in the estimates and then
withdrawn; nothing done, or very little done and the
estimate carried on till next year—and soiit goeson |

think myself and after al due deliberation, that agreeat
part of this delay might easily be avoided. Thereis
unguestionably delay in the construction of
Government works, notably the Law Courts and the
Post Office. They are very prominent works at the
present moment. Apart from the necessity of preparing
plans, sending them home for gpprova and receiving
them again, there has been unnecessary ddlay. | find that
the estimates for the Law Courts appeared in 1900 and
we weretold by your Excedllency thet two years longer
would be required to complete the Law Courts. At the
present time, supposing the estimate is not exceeded,

the Law Courts cost seven lakhs Including $00,000 put
down for next yeear, the sum of $550,000 will have been
spent. There still remains $200,000 to complete the
building. I think it is quite reasonable to suppose thet the
Law Courtswill take & least another two or three years
before they are completed. And the same with the Post
Office. It first gopearsin the estimatesin 1903. Here
again we have $500,000 included in the estimate for
next year, that isto say that in 1908 hardly more than
half the appropriation for the Post Office shall have
been expended. We are asked to believe that it will be
completed intwo yearsbut it ismore likely to be three
or four yearsbeforeit isinhabited. | submit thet it isan
absolutely unnecessary waste of public funds, thet such
large sums have been put into public buildingsfrom
which we get no return. We understand that these sums
have to be spent and these buildings should be occupied
asquickly as possible Thusthe Law Courtswill have
taken nine or ten years to complete and the Post Office
seven or eight perhgps more, and in the meantime the
Government are paying rent for the large building
where part of the Government offices are located. A
large profit has been logt to the Government during al
these yearsthrough delay of the sdeor rentd of theland
at present occupied by the Law Court and Post Office.
Thisisvery bad financing. There is another point that
adds very much to the dday, thefact that theworksare
esch in the hands of one contractor, and that contractor
isdlowed practicdly unlimited timein which to carry
out thework. In addition to the time spent in laying the
foundations and preparing the plans, etc.—presumably
the foundations are laid after the plans have been
completed—there is a good deal of delay in the
preparation of the building materid. Thedday whichis
caused by bringing rough stone from the quarry and
putting it in the narrow open spacesin front of the
buildingsto be dressed before being placed in position
isincredible My officeis near the Pogt Officeand | can
see that the work does not progress asit should, while
the cutting of the stoneis a serious nuisance to anybody
living in the neighbourhood and affects alarge section
of the business community &t the present time. | have
always marvelled ever since | came to Hongkong—
many years ago—why Government buildings should
be erected on this happy go lucky principle. Onewould
have thought that they would have drawn upon the
wisdom of the ancients and would have |earned
possibly to prepare building materid in advance so asto
get on rapidly with thework asdid the ancient builders
of whom we read "The stone was made ready beforeit
was brought so that there was
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neither hammer nor axe nor any tool of iron heerd inthe
house while it wasin building.” That seemsto bethe
practid way to ded with the dtuation. It isincredible
that after two to three thousand years our Public Works
Department should not have learned the lesson. | can
only say that no businessfirm would undertaketo build
anew officefor itsdf and wait eight or ten yearsfor the
completion of the building. It would be mogt unbusiness
like. They could not afford to build on theselines. Itis
with very greet regret that | learn that the second section
of the Tytam scheme has been delayed. It is quite true
we haveto cut our coat according to our cloth. Itistrue
that at the moment we have plenty of water. The last
two seasons we have had late rains which have filled
the reservoirs a the beginning of the dry season. Inthe
past we have had asuccession of dry seesonsand if we
areto have ancther dry ol it does not follow that we
shall not have another severe water famine. It seems
most desirablethat the scheme should be completed as
quickly as possible The same gppliesto the reclamation
of insanitary areas, which is stopped for want of funds
for another year. Ancther small but most important
point isin connection with the training of nullahs, for
which there is an allowance of $2000. | trust that
everything possible will be done to proceed with this
work as soon as possible. With regard to the typhoon
shelter, it ismost disgppointing thet Your Excdlency in
thefirgt placeinformed usthat the present estimate for
the work is nearly double what wewereled to believeit
would be. It was also disappointing to be told that
during the next eighteen monthsit was not expected to
spend more than the small sum of $25,000 when the
typhoon shelter is urgently required. Wetrust that the
work will be proceeded with as prompily and rapidly as
possble TheLegidative Council isentirely in thedark
asto how the sum of $1,400,000 has been arrived &,
when a previous estimate of $300,000 was put before
us. We do not want anything elaborate. We want an
efficient breskwater sufficiently high to give protection
to dl the boatsin the harbour and to look ahead for the
next 50 years. In the meantime, whether the schemeis
completed or not, it is still desirable that a small
breakwater on this side of the harbour should be
meaintained, and that being so Causeway Bay should be
dredged. At the present moment it is so shallow that
about one-third islogt and alarge number of boatsare
compelled to lie outside. On nine out of ten occasions
the protection afforded is sufficient, but leaving out of
the question the disastrous typhoon of last year |
remember a number of typhoons which have blown
heavily from the westand boats which took refuge
outside would have been inevitably wrecked by such
gorms. We condder the dredging of Causeway Bay isa
matter of urgency. With regard to the condition of
dreets, | spoke on that subject last year and | am glad to
find that certain suggestions which | made have been
acted upon. These however are only details, the
question of the genera condition of the stregtsremains

the the same. | maintain we should no longer have
macadamised roads in this colony. It cannot be
contended that the question of wood paving istill inthe
experimenta stagein view of thefact that different
sections have been laid down in Hongkong for a
condderabletime. In other citieswhere Smilar dimatic
conditions prevail wood paving has proved absolutdy
satisfactory. Wood paving would be particularly useful
on many roadsin Hongkong and it might be laid ong
the tramway track. At present the condition of thistrack
ismogt unsatisfactory and will remain So under exigting
conditions. Asacasein point | might refer to the section
in Icehouse Lane from Queen's Road to Des Voeux
Road which is subject to very heavy trafficand is
congtantly undergoing repair. It would beinteresting to
know what cost has been incurred in repairing that
small section during the past twelve month. | think it
would probably have gone along way towards wood
paving. Theinitid expense of wood paving isheavy but
oncelaid it would last for years. Respecting the Land
Office at Taipo, | trust that it will not be long before
permanent buildings are erected there. Presumably
Taipo will remain the headquarters of the Government
in the New Territory and if that be so permanent
buildings should be erected. At the present time some of
the gteff areliving in bungd owswhich isnot a proper
form of dwelling for Government officilswho haveto
work hard during the day. Besidesit ismost wadteful, as
they are often destroyed by typhoons, to say nothing of
occasond fires such as were experienced afew weeks
ago. On the subject of Blake Pier shelter | trustitis
introduced in the estimates for thelagt time. Itisasmdl
affar and thereisno reason why it should not be carried
through as speedily as possible. Before | leave the
guestion of public works | can only repeat that |
congder the works are unduly prolonged and dragged
over an undue period of years. It isawasteful and
thriftless sort of policy to follow. Every year important
public works are demanded and till worksten or fifteen
yearsold arein the etimates. | am very glad to heer that
Your Excellency has at last solved the question of
communication with Ggp Rock, and though acableis
not a very satisfactory means of communication it
seems to be the only one possible under the
circumstances. We trust that the communication will
speedily be restored. The new system of storm signas
has proved entirely satisfactory. Your Excellency has
made no reference to
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the Pogt Office a Tientsn which, it appears from the
Press, was to be dosad. It would be interesting to have
an officd datement on the matter. In the present
esimates there is the sum of $5,190 for the Tientsn
agency. Spesking for the Chamber of Commerce we
recognise that it is not reasonable to ask ratepayers to
incur any excessive expenditure for such asavice. Itis
pat of a sysem of podd agencies which the British
Government have maintained in different parts of China
and it has been repeatedly st forth thet it is a most
important office to maintain not only on account of
imperid policy but do for very practicd reasons thet
merchants wish to have some rdiable pogt office under
their own flag through which they can send their
corregpondence. With regard to the Observatory
unofficid members do not congder that it is necessary
to have a committee gppointed provided you are
sidfied that the equipment is dl thet it should be. We
are prepared to leave the matter in the hands of Your
Excdlency. | can only date that we much gpreciate the
deps you have dready teken to  improve
communication with Indo-china | think it may be
worth your while to condder whether communication
cannot be improved between Manila and Hongkong.
The number of tdlegrams is limited but it could be
increesed if the Government are prepared to give a
andl sum. In any case we fed satisfied that entirely
friendly relations will continue with those Jesuit fathers
a Sicawe and Manilato whom we owe such a debt of
gratitude. At the last budget | spoke on the question of
sdaies and | an glad to find thet snce then the
Secretary of State has agreed to the principlethat for the
present the members of the Civil Service should not be
paid lessthan ten dollarsto the £. Coming to theformin
which the esimates are presented, there has bean, as
Your Excdlency is aware, a very great improvement
during the last two years. There are one or two small
pointsto which | would liketo cdl attention. Inthe first
place there is the quedtion of indexing. | am afraid thet
the indexing of Government documents is very
defective. To aman who wishes to conault eimatesin
ahurry it is annoying to have an experience such as |
had the other day. | was looking up the index in
connection with cemeteries | expected to find theitem |
was searching for under the heading of "c' but after
some trouble | found it under "p." | cannot possibly
conceive an index dravn up on these lines Another
point in the estimates is under the heading of public
works, under which three oversears were mentioned.
Evidence given before the late Commisson showed
that the wholetime of an Executive Engineer was taken
up in atending to work for the Building Authority while
such little time as was left over was devoted to the
question of a garbage destructor or to the resumption of
insanitary properties. All duties carried out under the
Building Ordinance. There are no doubt others equdly
engaged. If the 3 overseers are placed under a Secid
heading why not dl. They are dl Pw.p. officias who

ae doing specid Senitay work. Of course the
recommendation of the Commision wes that they
should be trandferred to the Sanitary department |
would like to point out to your Excelency it would be a
very great convenienceif it could bearranged that when
presenting esimates before the Council a datement
should be given showing where estimates of works are
likely to be excesded. We find here for indance "Law
Courts$768,000" but nothing to show whether thissum
is likely to be exceeded. In one case Tytam Tuk firgt
scheme exceeded the etimated cost by $150,000. That
isavey large excess The origind edimates may dso
be exceeded in connection with the Law Courts and
Pogt Office. Another suggestion | wish to make in
connection with public works, in order thet the finances
of the Colony be best adminigtered, is thet the origind
edimates should be adhered to. If there is ay
ressonable ground for suppasing they are nat, it would
be wdl that a statement to thet effect should be made. |
had it in my notes, Sir, to refer to the manner in which
expenditure on the railway was entered in the financid
statement, or rather, the way in which it had not been
entered. The origind finencid datement, as placed
before the Council, showed a loan of one million, one
hundred thousand odd pounds, and againgt that the
snking fund of £220000 is ettered. As your
Excdlency explained in your speech, the sinking fund
did not exist as that money was being devoted to the
railway. Your Excdlency further referred in your gpeech
to the possihility of a further loan having to be raised,
and mentioned the sum of £4,500 for interest which,
supposing the new loan is raised on the same terms as
thelasgt & 73/- per cent per annum represents the sum of
£125,000. | think it would be certainly intereing if
Your Excdlency would explain whether it is probable
that an extra sum of this amount will be asked for. |
would suggest that in future proper satements should
be made of the amount to be expended during the
current year in the case of any very important public
works At the present moment, owing to the way the
edimates are put before the Council, no one could
possibly suppose the Government were engaged in an
important railway congruction. In page 88, under the
somewhat discouraging heeding of non effective and
chariteble services—| trugt thet is not prophetic—is
mentioned the sum of £3,850 on railway congruction.
Thet is the only reference made in the esimates to the
fact that the Government is engaged in a big railway
schemegoing to cogt five or six millions. | regret having
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detained this honourable Council so long, Sir, but it
gopeared desrable to meke the remarks tha have
occurred to me. Thereis yet one more subject to which
| would refer. In Happy Vdley there rest many who
have done good work for the Colony—nat only for the
Colony, but for the Empire at large. And it should be
our pride as wdl as our duty to mantan the
monuments erected over them. The gardens are redly
in excdlent order, but many of the graves have been
dlowed to gradudly disgppear into flower beds and
shrubberies. | think careful examination of the ground
will judtify the assartion made Within the past few
years a sum has been st adde for the relettering of
graves, and it is not unreasonable to ask that a larger
sum be voted for the entire restoration of the graves of
those who lie there. These indude graves of dl grades
from the high officd to the blue jacket and private
soldierswho log their lives through wounds or disease
in the service of their country, and dso large number of
dvilians who have done good work for the Colony. |
think we should keep their memory green by retaining
the memoriasof thosewho so generoudy sowed where
We Now regp.

Hon. Mr. OsBorRNE—SiT, on the evening of 22nd
September, 1874, to quote from Dr. Eitel's History of
Hongkong, the severest disaster that ever befel
Hongkong since 1841, was atyphoon of unprecedented
suddenness and power, which resulted in businessbeing
a acomplete stlanddtill for severd days. Over 2000 lives
were lost within the space of 6 hours, and 35 foreign
vessels, trusting in their anchors, were wrecked or badly
injured. The screams of Chinesein didresson the weter,
were heard by residents on the upper levelsof thetown,
to rise above theterrific din of the sorm. Theamount of
property destroyed in Hongkong within those six
terrible hourswas estimated &t five million dollars. But
very little was done to utilize the lessons taught by this
typhoon. Change thesefigures, Sir, into aduration of
two hours, exacting atoll of probably 10,000 liveswith
twenty millionsworth of property, and Dr. Eitd's picture
of 1874 portrays exactly the disaster that befel this
Colony just over ayear ago. The purpose of my
quotation however lies notin raking amongst painful
reminiscences, but to give point to Dr. Eitd's concluding
sentence that very little was done by the citizens of that
day to prafit by the lessons taught them, and | wonder to
mysalf how far the future historian will truthfully pen
such words of us. The history of Hongkong, Sir, is
burdened with records of these dangerous storms,
meaning so much to those whose lives are passed upon
the frail craft that ply the waters of our harbour; so
much to shipping, thelife blood, aswe are gpt to put it,
of aColony boasting the largest tonnage in the world.
And what have we, with the lessons of 1874 and
subsequent typhoons before us, what have we doneto
nourish thislife blood, to protect the craft so essentid to

itsbeing; to preserve the port againgt the evil reputation
of being adangerous anchorage? From the records of
the Observatory, now 25 years old, it would be
interesting to learn how many times during thet period
we have suffered actud contact with typhoons and how
many timesthey have, s to speak, grazed our door, and
the Colony escaped by a hair's-breadth. And what have
we done during those 25 years? Absolutely nothing;
indeed, worse than nothing, because we have permitted
the Causeway Bay shdlter, built in 1882 by men who,
notwithstanding Dr. Eitel's strictures, werein this
respect better men than we, we have permitted this
shelter to Silt up to such an extent, thet at low water a
large proportion of itisdry land. A year ago public and
officia opinion were agreed that anew shelter wasa
work of urgent necessity and a new shelter was
accordingly decreed, but, ayear hasgone, Sir, and this
work of urgent necessity has apparently not passed the
initial stage of plans and discussion. From your
Excdllency’'s remarks when introducing the estimates |
gather that the breakwater isto cost $1,400,000, of
which $25,000 are provided for next year. Thefigures,
Sir, are ominous; fourteen hundred thousand dollars, at
$25,000 ayear means 56 yearsto complete, and wereit
not for your Excellency's promise that more than
$25,000 will be spent if needed, | should beindined to
judge from its beginning, that the end of the scheme
was avery long way off. It has dways appeared to me
thet, congidering the modest sum generdly availablefor
public works, we spend too much in the direction of
permanence and grandeur. From the engineer's point of
view no doubt the most expensivework isin thelong
run the cheapest, and it certainly reflects greater credit
on itsauthor; but from the other point of view, that of
the community, chafing at delay in the prosecution of
muncipa improvements, | think, dthough | yield to no
man in recognising the value of imposing and
subgtantid public buildings, | think in our circumstances
we would profit more were we to utilise what little
money we possess rather in satisfying the people's
needs than in gratifying our own naturd but expensive
gopetite for splendour. The people's mogt pressing need
isthis typhoon refuge, and as such thework callsfor
peedy completion, even a asacrifice of architecturd
luxury in other works. We seem to be cgpable only of
extremes. For years we endured ramshackled,
insanitary unsuitable markets, fit only for the flames:
then having funds we indulge in structures like the
Central and Western markets, too costly for our purse,
unnecessarily good for their purpose. Kowloon asksin
vain for amarket, for nothing short of asimilar building
will suffice, wheressin redlity $10,000 will givedl that
is needed. Blake Pier has
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ever been shdterless except for an occasond matshed
erected in honour of Roydty or to welcome a new
Governor, and so the Public blisters in the un, because
nothing short of megnificence will suffice, when in
redity dl tha is nesded is a smdl unpretentious
covering, coding $5,000. And thus it is with roads.
Your Excdlency has referred to an indudtria future for
Hongkong. Indudrid success, Sir, needs chegp land,
chegp dwdlings for the workers which in turn
necessitate the opening of new aress by roads But no
new roads are forthcoming because our palicy is to
make spacious drives such as Gascoigne road, 100 feet
wide, metalled from kerb to kerb, when the wiser
course, it seems to me, would be to plan the 100 foot
road, but metd only such portion as is needed for
immediae traffic, thus permitting expenditure on other
roads through undeveloped didtricts, as should be done
in the direction of Lai Chi Kok and Chin Wan. It may
interes your Excelency to know tha no road
communication exigs with the large suburb of
Kowloon known as Sam Sui Po. And s0 with the
Harbour Office, Law Courts and Pogt Office, and s0 |
fear will it be with this typhoon shdter unless your
Excdlency gpplies a ruthless pruning. To pay for this
work the Government proposes, | understand, to draw
on the Colony's reserve, which | think a pity because
reserves should, asamatter of principle, be utilised only
asalad resource, and we arenot yet at our last resource.
Thereisfor ingance under weigh a huge and expensive
waterworks scheme concerning which it seems to me
economy might be effected; and here | disagreewith the
Hon. Member for the Chamber of Commerce for
assuming the presant storage capacity to be sufficient, as
| underdand is the case, to give a moderate dlowance
per head throughout the dry season, then further
expenditure on the schemeis uncdled for, until we have
money to spare. The correct solution of this water
problem is, | submit, to dlow the Chinexe in ther
houses an unlimited supply during months of plenty,
and to limit them, and indeed non Chinese adso, for as
much waste goes on in European dwdlings & in
Chinese to dreat hydrants, during months of scarcity.
The funds thus freed from waterworks would be
available for the typhoon refuge, and | submit, Sir, thet
on every ground of economy and equity, funds o
goplied in the protection of life and property are more
rightly gpplied than in providing a congtant flow of
water for ignorance and stupidity to waste. On the
quedtion of taxation | agan disagree with the Hon.
Member and shdl probably find mysdf a variance
with most people Excepting for the Chinese this
Colony is the permanent home of very few; dmog dl
are herein the hope, and with the intention of acquiring
aufficient wedth to enable them to quit it for ther native
land @ the earliest opportunity; the Chinese only differ
from the rest in that ther homes are so conveniently
near thet they are able to make use of the placeftill the
day of their desth. Hongkong is their place of business

the neighbouring mainland their home, and the nearer
ralway development brings their home, so much the
more will they cease to have interest in Hongkong
except as a counting house, workshop, or safe depost.
If then such be the casg, if the Colony exids purdy and
smply as a trading centre, then obvioudy the
community's intereds lie as indicated by your
Excdlency in the direction of indudria developmert,
and seaing thet development in our case is impossible
without taxation, then it seems to me the community, in
its own interest, is eminently one to be taxed; and this
typhoon dhdlter, as a phase of deveopment, if not
possible under ordinary sources of revenue, should be
pad for by additiond taxation. During a rather long
resdence in the Colony, | have had exceptiond
opportunities of coming into contact with the boating
population; and though like mogt humanity ther
character isablend of the good and the bad, thereis one
qudity they possess in a marked degree, which has
aways commeanded my degp admiration, and that is
their patient philosophic bearing under crcumstances of
trid and suffering. In their name, Sir, and gpart from the
commercid agpect to which | have dluded, inthe name
of thousands who have dreedy suffered in slence the
misery wrought by these destructive storms, | gpped to
your Excdlency tha there shdl be no further dday in
giving them the shdter which it is our dear ad
bounden duty to provide

The DIReCTOR OF PuBLIC WoRks—With regard to
the remarks of a somewhat severely critical nature
which havefdlen from my honourable friend opposite,
| would offer some observations. He made agenera
statement first of all that works were entered in the
edimates and carried over without anything being done.
This statement, unfortunately, was made in general
terms, otherwise it might have been somewhat easier to
reply to it. Asamatter of fact, in the present year's
estimeates the workswhich have not been undertaken so
far arethe Tytam Tuk scheme, second section, whichis
entered with an estimate of $200,000; Branch Post
office, Wanchai, $6000; Blake Pier Shelter, $20,000;
and resuming and filling in the fish pond at Taipo,
$9,000. With these exceptions all the works appearing
on the estimates have been begun. It has been decided
that the second section of the Tytam Tuk scheme should
not be gone on with, and therefore that is sufficient
reason for not having incurred any expenditure on it.
The Branch Post Office at Wanchai, it has also been
decided to postpone. With regard to Blake Pier, an
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indent has gone homefor the necessary materid to erect
acovering, but it is not expected that it will bereceived
in timeto be erected during the current year. Asto the
resuming and filling in of the fish pond at Taipo, the
necessary resumption has been carried out, but it has
been decided to employ the sumintended for fillingitin
onworks of greater importance. In place of theseworks
we have undertaken the buildsing of adaughter house
and animal depot at Kowloon at an estimated cost of
$70,000. Thiswas rendered necessary on account of the
railway work. We now have undertaken the erection of
officer's quarters at Taipo, estimated to cost over
$20,000. An extension of themedica saff quarterswas
rendered necessary by the giving up of the private
nursing ingtitute which has been in operation for some
time, and a considerable amount of time has been
devoted to the preparation of particularswith regard to
the boat refuge on which my honourable friend at the
head of the table has said agood dedl. Coming now, Sir,
to theworksthat arein progress, about which my hon.
friend oppodite stated that greet delays had occurred, |
would preface my remarks by stating that according to
recordsin my possession the Hotel Mansions were
nearly six yearsin congtruction, and St. George's and
the Roya Building seven years. Thefoundations of the
Law Courtswere begunin July 1900, and it isexpected
that the building will be completed in 1910, or ten years
from the date of cemmencement. The present contract
was let in July 1903. Some delay occurred, Sir, in
connection with thet contract. When tenderswere called
for, the lowest that could be obtained from areliable
contractor was for $630,000. | could not see my way,
Sir, to advise the Government to let such a contract.
After some delay, in which an attempt was made to
make arrangements to carry out the work
departmentally, a contract was|et for $483,200, asaving
of $146,800. Even if the work hastaken alittle longer
under that contract, | submit the delay isjudtified by the
saving effected. The building, Sir, can scarcely
reasonably be compared to those surrounding, because
itisof an entirely different character. The facing is of
stone with huge granite blocks from the top to the
bottom. Every surrounding building with some dight
exception, the exception being imposed on the owners
by the Building Ordinance asregardsthe use of granite
on the ground floor, isbuilt of brick and plaster, and if
the Colony desire such buildings, they can beerected at
amuch greater speed than granite buildings. The
designsfor the building were prepared by eminent
architectsa home under instructions from the Secretary
of State, and it cannot be said anybody here was
responsible for them. With regard to the Pogt Office the
foundation contract was et in December 1903, and it is
expected that the building will reech completionin 1911,
or eight years after it was undertaken. Comparing thet,
Sir, with the surrounding buildings | don't see that there
ismuch to cavil a. Inthe case of thet building | venture
to say that it also is of avery superior classto those

immediately surrounding it. The hon. member said
there must be agreat lossto the Government through
the delay in selling the land occupied by the old
buildings I can only say in reply to thet, that if thet land
was availablefor sdleat the present moment my advice
to the Government would be not to sl it asthetimeis
not an opportune one in my opinion, and | therefore
don't seethat the Government is suffering agreet |oss.
Asregardsthe preparation of building materid, with the
appliances available here it is amost necessary to
executeit on the site, otherwise the dday, | fear, would
be greater than under the present system. Tekethe case
of the Law Courts. the Sonesare not interchangegbleto
any extent, and it occasiondly happensthat one stone
getsdamaged. It isthen necessary to wait until another
stoneis quarried, brought across and dressed. No
obvious gain would result from a change from the
present system to any other. Asregards the training of
nullahs, that isawork that has been actively carried on
for agood many years, and if the hon. member will
refer to the edimates he will seethat alarge expenditure
has been incurred on it during past years. Regarding the
typhoon refuge, Sir, the hon. member stated that
members were not in a position to judge how the
estimate was arrived at. It certainly has not been the
custom to give hon. members detailed estimates, nor do
| think it would bea prudent course to adopt. Regarding
the dredging of Causeway Bay, it has been before the
Council on previous occasons. The estimate showed
that the cost was S0 very greet that it was decided not to
do anything with it. The paving of our Streetsisamere
guestion of money. It wasintended to includein this
year's edtimates asma| sum of money for laying down
wood paving in lcehouse Street. Thet, Sit, was struck
out as the money was required for more urgent and
important works. As| have already stated the Taipo
Land Office, one of the works gppearing in thisyear's
estimates, isin progress. With regard to the
classification of the gaff in the estimates, | would say
that the statement with regard to the Building Ordinance
overseersisnot in any way peculiar. If hon. members
will look at the estimates they will see that the
subordinate g&ff isdivided under the various headsin
which they are employed, and the senior officers all
appear under the heading of engineering staff. The
graves in Happy Valley are now receiving a certain
amount of attention as regards keeping the headstones
in order, and that will continue to be done. Some,
unfortunately, are in such acondition that it would not
be possible to restore them. My hon. friend
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a the end of the table referred to the permanence and
grandeur of the public worksin Hongkong. Well, Sir, |
submit in thet repect they are not peculiar. In every
town, wherever you go, public buildings are aways
prominent by reason of their character, and | dont think
it would gpped to the generd public thet our buildings
should be of the inferior dass that he desires to
infroduce. As regards laying out the main roads a
Kowloon, a former colleegue of my hon. friend
advocated meking the roads 120 fegt wide, S0 it is
obviousit isimpossible to please everybody. He stated
that Gascoigne Road was metdled from kerb to kerb. If
thet 72530 | was not before aware of it and have heard it
now for the firg time. | dontt think that in the matter of
this road any undue extravagance has been perpetrated.

The CoLoNIAL SecReTARY — Sir, the member
nominated by the Chamber of Commerce begen his
interedting address by a rdference to the military
contribution, and he likened the ratepayers of this
Colony to the victims of a money-hungry highwaymen
— presume the Secretary of State for the Colonies
who with pistol presented a the heeds of thee
unfortunate ratepayers, demanded and ordered them to
pay 20 cents military contribution out of every dallar.
Now, Sir, | ventureto think thet the pictureisvery much
overdrawn, and having regard to the fact that the
paticular Secretary of State who had to do with the
question of fixing the military contribution, was the
Secretary of Stale under whose aggis | entered this
svice, the reference to him as a highwaymean rather
grates upon my nerves. What are the facts, Sr? The
contribution of this Colony towards the cogt of the
garison was origindly £20,000 per anum, plus a
proportion of the annud cost of the permanent defences.
After some years the contribution was raised to £40,000
ayear, plusaproportion of the fixed defences. and soon
after that hgppened the Imperid Government suggested
to this Government thet, if the community of the
Colony, as represented by the unofficid membersof the
Legidative Council, were prepared to make the bargain,
they would dter the permanent contribution of £40,000
ayear plus a proportion of the annud cogt of the fixed
defences, to 171/2 per cent. of the revenue plus such
proportion of the fixed defences. The question was very
fully gone into, and the advice of the unofficd
memberswas taken thereon. At that time 171/2 per cent.
of the revenue plus the estimated proportion of the cost
of the fixed defences fell a good ded beow £40,000
plus ?2uch proportion, and the wiseacres at the Council
table thought thet the best thing they could do was to
dose with the offer, for apparently, dthough there was
induded amongg them a long-headed and very far-
dghted man in the person of Sir Paul Cheter, they did
not aticipate that the revenue of the Colony would
increese o much asit has done. Anyway, they medethe
bargain, and a law to that effect was duly passed

through this Coundil with every publicity. Subseguently
it was again uggested that perhaps the Colony would
prefer to pay a fixed percentage of its revenue, 20 per
cent. in lieu of 171/2 per cent. and the rether indefinite
annua contribution to the fixed defences. That proposd
commended itsdf to the representatives of the
community, and a lawv embodying it was duly passed,
and under that law we have been paying, and | think on
the whole chearfully paying, 20 per cent of our revenue.
Now, Sir, | contribute to thet military contribution
mysdf, and | think that every colonigt in this Colony
ought to continue to contribute to the military
contribution cheerfully. It was only the ather day when |
was on leave that | wasliving in the house of a brother
of minein London. For every £100 of rent thet he paysl
found he paid no lessthan 47 golden sovereignsin rates
and taxes. That is taxation with a vengeance! | did not
stop there long, and | went down to a very countrified
part of England in the County of Suffolk, and in one of
its towns—they are pleased to cdl it a town, | would
cdl it avillage—! rented ahouse and lived there for the
best part of ayear. | found in thet very countrified place
that for every £100 rent you pad, you were paying
somewhere in the neighbourhood of £25 per annum in
rates and taxes In my native city, Dublin, you have got
to pay aout £30 in evary £100, and these are the
taxpayers who would be mulcted in the difference
between our presant contribution of 20 per cent. of our
revenue and whatever sum the hon. member nominated
by the Chamber of Commerce would have thet
contribution reduced to. For my part, Sir, rather than see
the heavily burdened tax payers of Great Britain have
further burdens cagt upon them | would like to see the
colonigs of this Colony take some further burden upon
their own shoulders (hear, hear). The hon. member, Sir,
went on to gpeek about whet to me was a much more
congenid subject, and it enabled me as an dld fireman
to trangport mysdf inimagination at leedt, from the air
of my office, which is next door, laden asit iswith the
scent of red tape, to the exhilarating atmaosphere which
away's pervades the scene when water, with puny man's
intelligence a its back, does mighty batle with the
flaming hogts of fire. It is somewhat of asurprisg, Sir, to
find the hon. member throwing in his vote for a land
engine as agand a floding engine | should have
expected him, as the representative of a greet shipping
interest, to have voted the other way.

Hon. Mr. HewerT—If aland engine is necessary; |
dontsayitid

The CoLONIAL SECRETARY—ISit possiblethat heis

sotired of some of the vesselswhich hisprincipals send
out to deal with the China
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trade, thet he would view with a certain equanimity a
holocaust of one or more of them in the harbour of
Hongkong? Sir, this question of adding to our fire
extinguishing gppliances was rased in 1905, After
caeful congderation, and on the advice of the
Superintendent of the Fire Brigede, it was decided thet
if any addition were made it were best madein theform
of afire float. The question is one that interests the
public, and 1 may perhaps be excused running over
briefly the arguments in favour of afire float as againg
an additiond land engine. In the firg place with a
condant water supply thereis no need for any pumping
engine on land. With the rider main system laid down it
isto be hoped we shdl not often suffer any intermittent
systen, and with the Tytam Tuk second section in view
it is perfectly cartain that in afew years we shdl never
auffer from an intermittent water supply. Therefore, Sir,
any expenditurein addition to the land fire engines now,
would inevitably become usdlessin avery shorttime. A
floating fire engine is as good as a land engine in this
Colony because the more vduable buildings and
godowns lie dose to the Praya, and the floater can dedl
with them just as wel and even better then a land
engine. Ninety per cent. of thefiresin thistown occur a
or beow the Queen's Road levd, which can be sarved
by afloa engine as wel as by aland engine. Another
argument, Sir, in favour of a new floater is that when
you have only one floater it may be lad up when
needed. At the present moment the floater is laid up,
and if afire occurred this afternoon on board a ship in
the harbour we are in the position of having nothing to
copewith it. The old float has only one boiler and one
st of engines. During an intermittent supply it is kept
on this sde of the harbour under banked fires, but you
must draw the fires sometimes to dean the tubes and
boilers You cannot kept a vessd under banked fires
indefinitdly. The new floater would be supplied with
two boilers and two sets of engines to have her dways
reedy a amoment's notice, without laying her up e dl.
Ladlly, Sir, snce the old floater was bought, the tonnage
of vessds in this harbour has incressed so enormoudy
that the exigting float is not able to cope with afire on
board these ships When afire occurs on board aship it
isgenerdly aquedtion of filling her hold with ssawaer,
and it is a question how many thousand gdlons per
minute you can pump into the vessd. The dld engine
could cope with 5,000 ton vessds but she could not
cope with many vessdls such as we now have in the
harbour. It is eminently desirable that a much more
powerful engine should be purchasad to ded with these
big ships The hon. member referred to the Tytam Tuk
scheme and insanitary aress, and regretted the omission
of the provision of fundsin the Edimetesfor the current
year. The Government dso, Sir, regrets the omission,
but they had only one dternative, or a lead, three
dternaives. They could have raised a loan for works;
incressed taxation for works or they could let them
gtand over. | think that the Government adopted awise

course in pogtponing these works for one year and
seding what the new year will bring them. The hon.
member complained that the edimates for railway
condruction was not included in the Estimates, but |
would remind him that the railway is being built out of
loan, and is a transaction entirdy below the line. It is
true there is one item incduded in the Edimates—
interest on the advances mede for this railway from the
loan to the Viceroy of Wuchang. It was a quedtion
whether the charge of that interest should not more
properly fal on the railway fund, and if it had been 0
decided there would have been no mention & dl in the
Edimatesof any railway expenditure. The Governmert,
Sir, when | had the honour of occupying the chair your
Excdlency now occupies, lad on the teble full
information of the estimated expenditure on the railway
for the current year, and took avote for thet expenditure,
and the Government will, before the end of the year,
smilaly ded with the expenditure for next year, and
give the fullesx possble information any member
wishes on the whole subject. The hon member who
spoke second, Sir, referred to the Tytam Tuk sscond
section as an extravagant scheme, and expressed the
opinion thet, if we resorted to dreet fountains for the
water supply of both the naive and European
community, the provison for additiond sorage for
water would not be necessary. Sir, | would remind him
that this question was threshed out some few years ago,
and it was decided, principaly on sanitary grounds, and
aso for the reason that the tgps had been in the houses
snce completion of the didribution of the water
throughout the City of Victoria, that it would be better to
leave them there and ded with the subject of
economising the water by means of the rider main
sysem. Thedecison having been arrived &, Sir, and the
rider main sysem introduced, the Government is not
prepared to re-open that question. | beg to asaure the
hon. member that the scheme he refers to is by no
means an extravagant one, and | think if he wereto pay
avigt to the Director of Public Works, that gentleman
would very soon convince him of its necessity in the
near future. Sir, the hon. member nominated by the
Chamber of Commerce, adverted to other questionsthet
I may cdl high local and higher imperid policy, such as
the question of a further loan and the opium question.
These Sir, | will leavein your more experienced hands
| am a0 sure your Excellency would rather explain the
matter of the dosing of the Tientsin Pogt Office than
thet | should do so.
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His ExceLLency— wes glad to see that both the
members who spoke on the question of loans and
taxation agree with me in principle, and | think they
brought cogent reasons to bear in support of my
argument. It is not a convenient time in which the
Colony should embark on any further raising of loans,
Theonly dternaiveswe have, then, are either increased
economy or increased taxation. | think, as1 sadd when |
spoke at our last mesting, that in the metter of economy
we have donethe utmost we can in thisyear's ESlimates
in the scheme of works which we have put forward for
the current year, and at present we have not reeched a
point & which it is necessary to cut down our
permanent establishments with a too dragic hand.
There remains, therefore, only the question of further
taxation. That, as | sad before, will receive my most
careful condderaion during the coming year. The hon.
member on my left gave us some very driking figures
on taxation and rates a home, and | think if any hon.
member will take the trouble to work out the locd
incidence of taxaion he will find it bears a drikingly
amd| proportion to whet the ratepayer & home has to
pay. The hon. member a the end of the table frankly
supported some form of increasad taxation if any work
of grest magnitude or greet urgency were cdled for, or
if our revenue, | presume he would dso say, fdl below
what is necessary to meet expenditure. | welcome that
view from an unofficid member.

| amin very cordia agreement with what the hon.
member at the end of the table said with regard to the
typhoon shdter. There ssemsto meto havebeen alitile
misunderstanding on the subject. The Government does
not say that the scheme under consideration will cost
$1,400,000. On the contrary, it was intended to convey
that the estimate will be revised by the Government so
asto bring it if possible somewhere nearer the origina
egimate. The immediate inauguration of thework is
intended, and in later yearsit may possibly be extended
into alarger and more effective shelter. The dday which
has arisen in thismétter is, | think, very regrettable. At
this time last year my predecessor pledged the
Government to undertake the work without delay. A
year has gone by and nothing has been done— meanto
say, donein actudly beginning the work. Thereason is
that unexpected difficulties have been found in making
theplansfor it and deciding where the shelter should be.
| trust that when the reduced estimete is reedy it may be
possible to proceed without any unnecessary delay
whatever (applause), The hon, member further said the
Government only proposed to spend $25,000 on the
scheme next year. He deprecated any recourseto the
reserve of the Colony, and said it wasthe last resource
to which the Government should be driven. How have
these reserves accumulated? They are the savingsfrom
year to year on works projected and never fully carried
out, or unexpected windfals accruing fromariseinthe

exchange or probate duties, or they have arisen from
lapsing sdaries, etc., or have been acquired in various
ways of that kind. | think that a reserve accumulated
from such sources may be looked upon asafund which
may legitimately be drawn upon for any vote of great
utility and urgency such as this typhoon shelter.
However, hon. members will have sufficient
opportunity of discussing the question leter if the project
should be put before them, and | propose that you
should vote from the reserve sufficient to meet any extra
expense required to expedite the work. It may also be
possible during the course of the year, if wefind that
any savings are available to pass avote for the
appropriation of asum from the current revenue to
increasethe initial sum of $25,000 which, has been
placed upon the Estimates. | also agree fully with the
remarks made by the hon. member at the end of the
table that with afalling revenue it would be better to
devote our funds to the urgent needs of the community
rather than on splendour in public works. His criticism
was especially directed towards some public offices
now under construction, and was hardly afair one.
These works were projected many years ago—sx or
seven as we have heard—and at atime when the
Colony felt in a position to spend much more on its
buildingsthan it can to-day with afaling revenue. In
the matter of roads, too, some criticism was made. |
have already been in consultation with the Director of
Public Works regarding roads in the New Territories
and | hopeto be ableto introduce a schemefor their
gradua congtruction, on thelineslargely adopted in
Africa. The method there isto construct acomplete
section partially, and year by year to go on improving
until it becomesametaled road. | think myself thet that
isamore useful way of immediately gaining the
practicd utility we desirefor traffic. With regard to the
Post Office at Tientsin, hon. memberswill remember
that the Government undertook on avery definite
pledgeto open apogt office a Tientsin for one year only,
whichwould end on the 1st October this year. We have
found that the cost to this Government has been very
congderable. It hasbeen run a adead loss, and thiswas
not anticipated at thetime. For thefirgt few monthsthe
working promised to be a success, and in consequence
of various causeswhich | described when last spesking
we anticipate avery much greater oss next year on
Postal Agenciesin China, and more especially those
towardsthe north, aswe are likdly to see the Siberian
route opened. The Tientsin agency shows adeficit of
$7000 or $8000. In these circumstances | did not fedl
judtified in calling upon the ratepayers of this Colony to
pay what, after all, is for the convenience of the
mercantile community at Tientsin.



(55)

At the same time | said that, if they were prepared to
meet the deficit, we shdll be very glad to continueto run
the Pogt Office provided this Colony is not involved in
any expense for its maintenance. The quedtion is il
under discussion, and the Chamber of Commerce mede
an offer to pay hdf the deficit, so | hape the metter will
presertly be aranged. We are willing to continue to
acoept the onus of running the Pogt Office, but | can
assure ratepayers they will not have to pay for the
convenience of themerchants of Tientsin.

| have nothing of much moment to sy on the
quesion of opium, but | fully endorse the hon.
member's view that we, as part of the British nation,
should support any genuine effort on the part of China
to limit her production, and to limit her consumption of
opium. | am a the same time fully dive to the necessity
to this Colony of the opium trade, and shdl oppose any
concession not basad on some meesure of reciprocity
(applause). We have our own interests to guard in the
mate, but when we ae convinced that China is
genuinein her efforts we should not lag behind. | think
mysdf it is our duty not to go beyond that point. In the
matter of subddiay coinage | am glad to see the
unofficid members generdly support the action which
the Government has adready taken. | concur with you
that the red solution is to carry out Article 2 of the
Mackay Tredty. | trust the committee gppointed will
arive & some olution, or a any rate formulate some
useful suggestions. | am mysdlf very srongly impressed
with the view the hon. member for the Chamber of
Commerce expressed that we are part and parcd of the
Chinese Empire, and tha any action we teke with
regard to our coinege must be governed by that centrdl
fact.

The CoLoNIAL SEcreTARY moved that the Bill be
reed a seoond time and referred to the Hnance
Committee

The ATTORNEY -GENERAL Seconded, and the moation
was agreed to.

PUBLIC NOTARIES ORDINANCE.

The ATTORNEY -GENERAL—SII, | beg to move the
second reeding of a Bill entitled "an Ordinance to
provide for the gppointment of Public Notaries within
the Colony." The Bill is a very smple one. At the
present time, Sir, no solicitor can be admitted as a
notary public locdly. It is necessary he should send
home affidavits, paying fees for admisson as a notary
in England. This Bill mekes provison for the
gopointments of locd notaries public, and is based on
the generd precedent prevailing in other colonies Inthe
Colony where | was previoudy, in the Bahama Idands,
they hed a amilar Bill, and there is one on the same
lines in exigence in Hiji and | bdlieve in severd other
colonies. The Bill provides authorises, and gives the
Government power under itshand and sed to admit any

person as anotary public admitted as a Solicitor of the
Supreme Court of this Colony. It requires that he shdll
make the necessary declaration in precisely smilar form
to thet required of any notary appointed under the
Imperid law a home, when subject to the payment of a
catan fee heisenrolled as anotary public of the Supre
me Court.

The CoLONIAL SECRETARY seconded the motion.

Hon. Mr. HEwerT—Sir, | think it advissbleto say a
few words on this subject dthough | am entirdy in
sympathy with the Bill. When the draft was placed
before this Coundil | found thet some professond
gentlemen would be affected by this Bill, and took very
strong exception to it. | received a number of letters on
the subject, paticulaly from one member of the
professon. | went very carefully into thewhole question
and conalted severd olictors men of lage
experience in the Colony, and | found that, dthough a
few were opposed to it, the mgjority were srongly in
favour of it. Severd arguments againg it were brought
forward, and one which to my mind appeared to have
some weight was, that according to the rules & home
nobody could become a notary public unless he wes
admitted by the faculties e home. | found that therewes
absolutdy no ground et dl for this objection, and it hes
dready been explained by the Hon. Attorney-cenerd
that dmilar Bills have exiged in many colonies for
many years. | cannot suppose thet any objection would
be raised to a gentleman acting as anotary public under
alocd ordinance. | merdy make theseremarks sothet it
will not be supposed that the unofficda members
dlowed the Bill to be passed without congderation
whenweknew asmal proportion of the solicitorsinthe
Colony objected to the passing of the Bill.

The ATTORNEY -GENERAL—SIr, | will move on a
future dete that the Council go into committee on the
Bill.

SEDITIOUS PUBLICATIONS ORDINANCE.

The ATTORNEY -GENERAL—SIT, | rise to move the
second reading of the Bill entitled "An Ordinance to
prevent the Publication of Seditious Maiter." There has
been an amount of seditious matter published in this
Colony for some time past, which in the opinion of the
Government may havetheeffect of inciting to crimein
China, and the object of thisBill, Sir, isto prevent
Hongkong becoming a place where seditious pamphlets
may be printed and circulated with a view to
digributionin China, Now. Sir, the Bill isasmpleone,
based upon precedent. It is based upon an Order in
Council framed at home in reference to China and
Korea. You will observe that the subject has created a
good deal of criticism, but as a matter of fact the
phraseology of the Bill was not drafted by me. It is
possible that the words
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in the Bill may be regarded as somewhat too generd,
and it may be conddered as proving hodiile to the
criticiam of the Press here againgt the action of the
Chinese Government. Such is not its intention. The
intention of the Government is to prevent this Colony
being mede a centre for seditious publications. That
being 0, when the Coundil permit the Bill to go into
committes, | shal move thet we diminate dl the words
after "chind’ in the fifth line, which reed, "or to exdte
enmity between His Mgesy's subjects and the
Government of China, or between that Government and
its subjects” We are of opinion that the Bill will have
the necessary effect without theinsertion of thosewords
In addition to that, Sir, the two hon. gentlemen who
represent in this Coundil the Chinese community
suggested it might be desirable that there should be a
short preamble insarted in the Bill to explan it
provisons. | had an opportunity to-day to confer with
the hon. and learned gentleman oppodite, and, | think,
we have between us prepared a short preamble which
will beof some assgance and satifaction. At any rateit
meets with the approva of my hon. friend opposite, and
| believe the hon. gentleman on my left.

The CoLONIAL SECRETARY — In ssconding the
motion | would mention thet for some years pedt the
incontinence of the netive press in this Colony towards
the reigning dynasty in China has been a serious source
of embarrassment. Only the other day, Sir, a publication
was didributed in this Colony in which were
represented some of Chinds leading statesmen Sitting
with their heeds in their hands, and | hold in my hand,
Sir, apagper which only reached me within the lagt five
minutes, being atrandation of an artidlewhich gppeared
in a Chinese newspaper a few days ago, in which the
falowing passsge occurred—"1 am now redlesdy
trying to follow the heroic aim of Ng San-cheung.” That
was the man who darted the Taping Rebdlion to
overthrow the Ching dynady and place the Ming
dynasty on thethrone. The Ching dynasty, as gentlemen
well know, isthe old name of the Manchu dynasty, and
Ming isthe name of theformer Chinesedynedty. That is
nathing more or less than inciting persons to dehberate
rebdlion againg the great and friendly empire which
lies 30 dose to our border. | think, Sir, | need not add
anything morein judiification of thisBill.

The Bill was then read a second time, and Coundil
wert into committee to consider it dause by dause.

Hon. Mr. OsBorRNE—! would like to ask does this
aoply to newspapers printed in other than the Chinese
language?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL—YeS, Sir. It would be
impossible to make any digtinction. If you are going to
place a bann to saditious publications it would be
dearly impassible to limit it to that language. The red
object of it is to affect publications chiefly Chinese, but
a thesametimeit would be quite impracticableto draw
any digtinction between languages.

Hon. Mr. OsBorNe—If @ newspaper printed in
English publishes an artide on paliticd life in China it
might be conddered as caculaed to incite tumult, and
yet it might be bona fide criticism.

His ExceLLENcY—] think the words omitted would
meet the aguments you put forward. Legitimate
criiciamwould hardly come within this section.

Hon. Mr. OssorNe—Would it befor ajury to decide
whether it was cdculated to indite tumult?

The ATTORNEY -GENERAL—It would be a case to be
tried by ajury.

Hon. Mr. OsBoRNE— It would not be in the
discretion of apolice magidraie?

The ATTORNEY -GENERAL—Certainly not. The police
magistrate has not summeary powers.

Hon. Mr. OssorRNE—t is arather dangerous Bill to
pess into law if it is a dl likdy to be wrongly
interpreted.

The CoLONIAL SECRETARY—You mugt admit the
necessity for it.

Hon. Mr. OssorNE— think it would be sufficient if
it referred to publicationsin the Chinese language

Hon. Dr. Ho Ka—That isclasslegidation.

Coundil then resumed, and the ATTORNEY -GENERAL
reported thet the Bill hed passed through committee
with two amendments

LOCAL COMMUNITIESORDINANCE.

The ATTORNEY -GENERAL—SII, | beg to move the
second reading of the Bill entitled "an Ordinance to
amend the Loca Communities Ordinance, 1899." The
need for the amendment of thislaw has arisen owing to
some malicious dameage that has been done to property
in the New Taritories, chiefly through spite The
principd law, No. 7 of 1899, Section 29, gives the
Governor power to levy a contribution on the
inhabitants of a didrict where any extreme cime
required the provison of extrapolice, and the section as
it formerly read contained provison for the levying of
an additiond rate in any digrict where there was an
undue prevalence of crime, necessitating an increase of
police. It is therefore proposed to dter the former law
somewhat, and insat the words "or any tumult or
disorder has taken place” If the section is amended as
we propose, it gives discreionary power to the
Governor to increase the police in the didrict, and
meakes the digrict lidble for the additiond rete in the
same manner asit would be under the law a present. It
is proposad to passit in theinterests of law and order.

The CoLoNIAL SEcRETARY Sseconded the motion, and
theBill wasread asecond time.
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Coundl then went into committee on the Bill, and
conddered it dause by dause, and on resuming the
ATTORNEY -GENERAL reported that the Bill had passd
through committee with practicdly no amendments

The Bill wes then read a third time, passed, and
became law.

The ATTORNEY -GENERAL—W/th regard to the other
Billson the agenda, | would ask that they be dlowed to
stand over for the presant.

His ExceLLency—Council stands adjourned until
the 10th ingant.

FINANCE COMMITTEE.

A medting of the Finance Committee was then held

—the Colonid Secrelary presiding. The committee
congdered the Supply Bill dause by dause, and passed
thefollowing votes—

DESPATCH BOXES
The GoveErRNOR recommended the Coundil to vote a
sum of One thousand six hundred and eghty Dollars
($1,680) in ad of the vote Police and Prison
Depatments, FHre Brigades — Specid Expenditure,
Despaich Boxes

TYTAM TUK SCHEME.

The GoveErRNoR recommended the Coundil to vote a
sum of forty thousand two hundred and thirty-two
dollars ($40,232) in ad of the vote Public Works
Extraordinary, Water Works, Tytam Tuk Scheme, Frst
Section.




