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23ro OCTOBER, 1913.

PRESENT.—

His ExceLLency THE OFFICER ADMINISTERING THE
GoverRNMENT, Hon. MR CLAUD SEVERN.

H.E. MAXR-GeNerAL F. H. KELLY, cB.
Hon. MR A. M. THOMSON (Colonid Secreary).

Hon. MR J. A. S BUCKNILL, kc. (Attorney-
Gengd).

Hon. MR A. G. M. FLETCHER (Colonid
Treesurer).

Hon. MR W. CHATHAM, cme. (Director of
Public Works).

Hon. MR E. R HALLIFAX (Secretay for
Chinese Affairs).

Hon. MR C. Mcl.
Superintendent of Police).

Hon. MR WEI YUK, cmG.

Hon. MR E. A. HEWETT, c™mG.

Hon. MR E. SHELLIM.

Hon. MR D. LANDALE.

Hon. MR LAU CHU PAK.

MR R. H. CROFTON (Clerk of Councils).

MESSER  (Captan

Minutes

The minutes of the previous meding were
confirmed.

Financial Minutes

THe COLONIAL SECRETARY, by command of
H.E. the Officer Adminigering the Government, laid
on the table Finandd Minutes Nos. 62 to 67, and
moved that they be referred to the Fnance
Committee.

THe COLONIAL TREASURER ssconded, and
the motion was agreed to.

Finandal

THe COLONIAL SECRETARY, by command of
H.E. the Officer Adminigering the Government, laid

onthetable the report of the Finance Committee (No.
14), and moved its adoption.

THe COLONIAL TREASURER seconded, and
the motion was agreed to.

TheMilitary Contribution

Hon. MR. HEWETT—Sir, | beg to move the
resolution sanding in my name, but beforedoing o0 |
will make afew remarks on the subject. Once ayear
the unofficial members have the privilege of
discussing the estimates for the following year, and
for many years past a most important item of the
edimates has been our military contribution, this yeer
amounting to very nearly 17 lakhs out of atotal
revenue of 95 lakhs. We are unable to understand
why we should not be dlowed to discuss such avery
important item of expenditure whenever the estimetes
are put before us. However, a higher power has ruled
that thisisnot to be, dthough at the same timewe do
not see how it is possible that such aregulation has
been laid down, and can only supposethat it has been
done by the kindly forethought of the Secretary of
State for the Colonies, who wished to save the
unofficid membersthe dmost usdessand hopdess
task of trying to get this excessive tax reduced.
Therefore it is necessary, if we are to have any
discussion at all on the question of the military
contribution, to bring forward aspecia resolution, and
| have done s0 this year because | think the time has
now arrived to enter the strongest protest we possibly
can againd thisunjudt tax. Timewaswhen fedingin
the Colony was strong asto paying any tax a al. My
predecessor, Sr Thomeas Sutherland, spesking when
the vote wasfirst brought before this Council, was no
doubt voicing the feding of the community when he
said he considered the Colony should not be called
upon to pay any contribution at al. However, agood
ded of water has run under the bridge since then. Our
views have changed and we have become more
imperidigticin our idess. | do not think we will find
any people who will object to contributing towards
the upkeep of the garrison of the Colony, but we do
most strongly object to this excessive tax whichis
enforced upon us,
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and as your Excdlency is aware we have repeatedly
protested againg this tax. At the present moment our

revenueis 94 million dollars, and it is estimeted thet

we have to expend ebout 103 million, and have to

draw from our resarvesin order to balance the budget.
Animportant item of the revenueisatax to which we
object, and hope to see abolished eventualy— refer
to the tax on liquor. Next year it is esimated to
produce something like $700,000. That tax was
enforced very much agang the wishes of the
Government, and very much againd the wishes of the
community. But money hed to be raised for the time
being, and we agreed to it. Out of that tax next year
when money is raised to balance the budget we will
haveto r-- nolessasum than $145,000 towardsthe
military contribution. There is probably hardly any
Colony, if any Colony a dl. under the British flag
which isforced by geogrgphica and other conditions
to spend such enormous sums of money in public
works. Stuated as we are, in the region of typhoons,
we have to spend very large sums on the refuge for
smdl craft, on damage done ashore and afloat and by
wreckage of houses dso by damege done to the
public gardens, to trees, and by loss of life through the
capdzing of boas. And that will dways go on. We
have to remember thet through the formation of the
idand we have to depend upon our water supply for
storage which is collected through a short time in the
ye|r; no one resarvoir can drain sufficient water for
our needs. | remember the time when the firg Tytam
reservoir was made, when people were saying,
"Thank goodness, there will be no more famine."
Since then our water supply has been increased by
two-thirds, and even thisyear we suffered from avery
severe famine. The gtes for our buildings have been
provided a great cost, being either hewn out of the
hills or reclaimed from the harbour. The same gpplies
to our roads, and | would remind you that a grest
many of them have been made for military purposes,
notwithstanding the fact thet they furnish a pleasant
wak on Saturday or Sunday afternoons. That being
%, it is imperative that we should have as much of
our revenue as possble expended upon oursdves.
Every few years we see some important public work
completed, and we then immediady have to gart on
something dse. Even now, dthough we are engaged
on two very important public works cogting millions
of ddllars, areclamation scheme, the dredging of the
harbour and other works mugt be caried out if this
Colony isto hold the pogtion it does. Thereforeit is
wrong, absolutdy wrong, that the Home Government
should force us agang our will—for with the
exogption of Sr Henry May none of us support the
tax put upon us now—to pay such an excessve share

of our revenue for this purpose | think thet is al |
need say, because the question has been frequently
discussed, and the same thing has been said over and
over agan. As you ae avare, howeve, a very
important Commision met last Soring on the
quegtion of the military contribution from oversess
posessons. | think that Commisson cdosad in
Augug or September lagt yeer, and we should be very
glad to hear from his Excdlency whether anything
has been heard asto the findings of that Commission.
Asyour Excdlency isaware, in June, 1911, amotion
was brought forward in this Coundl thet the military
contribution from this Colony should not exceed
more than one million dollarsin one year. Mot of us
were in favour of limiting it to eght lakhs, but after
condderable discusson we decided to be generous
and suggest a round sum of one million dallars We
thought thet should be the very outsde. With these
remarks | beg to move the resolution stlanding in my
name, whichisasfollows—

"It is hereby resolved that in the opinion of this
Coundil it isexpedient thet the "Defence Contribution
Ordinance, 1901, be so amended as to provide that
the contribution in respect of any one year shdl not
exceed the sum of one million dollars locd currency
($1,000,000)."

Hon. MR WEI Y UK seconded theresolution.

Hon. MR LANDALE— shouldliketo say afew
wordsin support of this motion. The amount of one
million dollarsin connection with the contribution
makes it quite clear that it is not to contributing
towards the defence forces that we object, but to the
system under which the amount of the contributionis
assessed. So much hasbeen said onthis subject that it
is hardly necessary for meto repeat that when the
Government of this Colony decidesto undertake any
large public work the cost of that public work hasto
be paid for out of revenue, and in order to raise that
revenue taxation
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has to be imposad, not only to the full cogt of that
public work, but to alarge extent twenty per cent. in
addition. | think, gr, that such a sysem cannot be
defended upon any ressonable grounds. And there is
another view of this matter, which, | think, one is
rather gpot to overlook, and that is tha dthough the
military contribution is the only direct contribution
meade in Hongkong, there is a pretty large sum of
money which reaches the Chancdlor of the
Exchequor in London, indirectly from Hongkong. If
you take, for ingance, in the firg place, the seamers
—British deamers—that use this port—and we
should remember that the maingay of this place is
shipping—the great mgority of them beong to
companies regigered in London. And on the profits
which these companies meke upon the deamers
coming here they have to pay taxes Teke another
ingance. The manufecturer makes a prafit on any
goods which he produces and sdlsin Hongkong and
he has to pay on that profit an income tax. There is
another—as everybody knows—very large sum of
money sent annudly from Hongkong, which when it
reaches England isliable to incometax. It would be a
very difficult metter to compute the aggregeate of all
these sums, but it must reech avery condderadle sum
of money. And this revenue would not exig if
Hongkong did not exig. It may be said that thisisan
inopportune moment to raise this quedtion of military
contribution in view of the recent disurbances in
Ching, but | do not think so. The recent additions to
the garrison here were nat dtogether for the defence
of Hongkong. They were for the protection of British
trade in China. And if you gpply my argument to the
much larger quedtion of the cost of protecting British
trade in China, there can be no doubt whatever that
the British nation and the British Government derive
a vay large revenue from that trade | think that,
taking this matter fully into consderation, the direct
contribution from Hongkong is only judtifiable on the
grounds that the amount should be subscribed
proportionctely, and the amount from Hongkong
should not be a very large amount. The only return
which the British Government can make to those who
work to produce the revenue which they collect from
the trade with China is to grant them a catan
measure of protection by the forces of the Crown, and
surely it cannot be argued that we are not entitled to
that protection.

His EXCELLENCY— may say that it was with
no sort of surprise that | understood that the hon.
member who represents the Chamber of Commerce
was to put this motion down for discusson to-day,
because we know that year dter year he has

addressad this Coundil on the same subject. And it
was with no surprise that | found that he had put
down this motion this year when we redlise that the
amount which has to be dlocated for the defence
contribution is o much greater than it has been before.
The hon. member again referred to the fact that the
hon. members of this Council are debarred from
discussing the subject of the defence contribution
when the Supply Bill comes before the Council. That,
of coursg, follows naturdly from the fact that this
contribution from the revenue is provided for by
Ordinance, and therefore it would be quite out of
order in the ordinary debate on the Supply Bill to
discuss it. We have dl listened with great interest to
the arguments of the hon. member, and dso to the
arguments of the hon. member on my left (Hon. Mr.
Landde), which, in some measure, were new ones.
The discusson on this mation, will, in the ordinary
course, go Home to the Secretary of State, who will
have the opportunity of reading it. But, on behdf of
the Government, | may say we are unable to acoept
this motion, for, as the Council have dready been
informed, this subject has been conddered by the
Committee gppointed by His Mgesty's Government;
and further, it is not a matter in which we are dble to
make any recommendation.

Hon. MR HEWETT— presume, therefore, g,
you have no information as to the result of thet
Committeg?

His EXCELLENCY— have noinformation.

Hon. MR HEWETT— ask for apadll, gr.

A poll wasthen taken, and resulted asfollows—

Aves—Hon. Mr. Lau Chu P2k, Hon. Mr. D.
Landde Hon. Mr. E. Shelim, Hon. Mr. E. A. Hewett,
Hon. Mr. We Yuk.

Noes:—The Captain Superintendent of Police,

the Secretary for Chinese Affairs, the Director of
Public Wor ks, t he
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Colonid Tresaurer,
Colonid Secretary ad HE
Adminigering the Government.

the Attorney-Genard, the
the Officer

His EXCELLENCY —For, 5; Agang, 7. The
motionislod.

Criminal Procedure

THE ATTORNEY-GENERAL moved the second
reading of the Bill entitled, "An Ordinance to amend
the Crimind Procedure Ordinance, 1899." He sad—
Theobject of this Ordinanceisavery smple one, and
it may be explaned in a vary few words Hon.
members will recollect that not very long ago an
arangement was made by which one of the Judges of
His Mgesty's Supreme Court in Chinashould, twice
ayear, come down to this Colony in order to form a
Full Court of three Judges for hearing certain caseson
goped. It was then thought it would be possible to fix
definitdly two months during which such sessons
should take place. But owing to various reasonsit has
not been possble that those months could be fixed
with convenience ether for the local practitioners and
the locd bench, or for the Judge who has to come
down from the north of China to take part in the
ddiberations of the Court. As a conssquence it was
necessary to dter the present Ordinance (which fixes
ddfinitdy two specific months) so that it may be
posshbleto fix the two occasonsfrom time to time as
may be convenient. The Bill is purdy a matter of
legd procedure and there is nothing of any
contentious character init in any way.

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY seconded.

Hon. MR LAU CHU PAK — With your
permisson, your Excdlency, | should like to ask, will
this change in any way prolong the detention of the
persons accused? | guite agree that the convenience of
the Court should be consulted. but | should not liketo
make the persons accused suffer unnecessary wrong
whilewaiting for trid. Some of these persons may not
be guilty at dl.

THE ATTORNEY-GENERAL— do not think it
will meke any difference a dl to prisoners The
arangement will be that as far as possble Crimind
Sessonswill be held every month with the exception
of thetwo monthsin which the Full Court isheld, and
| imagine that whereit isfeasblein any way the Full
Court Sesson will be held in December and June, or
in January and July. There will dways be, as far as
possible a 9x months intervd between the two

sessons. | do not think it will make any difference to
prisoners  awating trid. Under the present
arangements, when a prisoner is committed for trid
in the month prior to the month when the Full Courtis
going to 5t he might have to wait in prison Sx weeks
or alittle more before he is tried. Under the present
Ordinance, naturdly, he would 4ill have to wait this
period before heistried. But this Ordinance will not
make him wait any longer than he has to wait under

the present arrangement.

Counail then went into Committee to consder the
Bill dauseby dause.

Onresuming,

THe ATTORNEY-GENERAL reported that the
Bill had passed through Committee without
amendment, and moved thet it beread athird time,

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY seconded, and
the Bill wasreed athird time and passed.

Magigrates Amendment Ordinance

THe ATTORNEY-GENERAL moved the second
reading of the Bill entitled, "An Ordinance to Amend
the Magigrates Ordinance, 1890." In doing S0 he said
—This Bill, gr, is a cordlary of the other Bill. It is
necessary for the same reason, and the firg Bill
having been passed, the second one should aso be
pasxd. Under the Magidraes Ordinance, the
Magidrate is bound, for the sske of assuring as
speedy as possble the trid of a prisoner, to commit
him to the earliest possble Assze. Under the Bill to
which | am now referring the same arrangement will
hold good under the dtered arrangements as to the
month in which the Sessons of the Full Court will be
hdd. Thisis quite aformd Bill, and merdy a matter
of procedure, like the other. | therefore move the
second reading.

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY ssconded, and
themotion was caried.

THE ATTORNEY-GENERAL moved thet the
Coundil go into Committee to condder the Bill dause
by dause
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THE COLONIAL SECRETARY seconded, and
the motion was caried.

On Coundil resuming,

THE ATTORNEY-GENERAL reported that the
Bill had passed through Committee without
amendment, and moved that it beread athird time.

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY seconded, and
the Bill was read athird time and passed.

The Sugar Convention Ordinance

THE ATTORNEY-GENERAL moved the second
reading of aBill entitled, "An Ordinance to reped the
Sugar Convention Ordinance, 1904." In doing 0 he
sad—Sir, in March, 1902, His Mg esy's Government
entered into a Convention—the Brussds Sugar
Convention—the principd object of which, as is
probably known to dl hon. members was to
endeavour to bring into some sort of harmonious
trestment the taiff arangements which were
gpplicableto sugar, and to pendise to some extent the
introduction into the countries of the signetoriesto the
Convention sugar which was the subject of bounty or
of subsdy. For some years (I think, Snce 1907) His
Mg esty's Government have had under congideration
the quedtion of withdrawd from this Convention, as
being someform of preferentia trestment, which was
contrary to His Mgesty's Government's palicy, and it
was eventudly decided by His Mgesy's Government
—and the deddon was caried into efect—to
withdraw from this Sugar Convention. Accordingly,
the withdrawd wes effected towards the end of lagt
year. A year's notice had to be given, and the
withdrawad did come into effect, | beieve in
September of this year. Now, dr, of course this
Convention bound, and was adopted by, dl the
Colonies—not necessarily by the Dominions, but by
dl the Crown Colonies—and the effect of the
withdrawd is that the Ordinances and arrangements
which were made by the Coloniesin accordance with
the example of the Mother Country are dl aorogated
now. Consequertly it is necessary that we should
repedl our Sugar Convertion Ordinance of 1904,
which was Ordinance No. 14 of thet year. | may add,
gr, for fear tha anyone should atach a too large
importance to the question localy, that so far as this
Colony is concerned the Brussdls Sugar Convention
has practicaly been adeed |etter. No bounty-fed sugar,
asfar as| amaware, or any subddised sugar, hasbeen,
or is likdy to be, introduced or imported into this
Colony, and the redtrictions upon, and prohibition of,

such importation into Hongkong have been merdly a
nomina word on our Statute. | therefore beg to move
the sacond reading of the Bill.

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY seconded, ad
the motion was carried.

Coundl then wert into Committee to condder the
Bill dauseby dause.

Onresuming,

THE ATTORNEY-GENERAL reported that the
Bill had passed through Committee, and moved thet it
beread athirdtime.

THe COLONIAL SECRETARY seconded, and
the Bill wasreed athird time and passed.

The Egimates

THe COLONIAL SECRETARY—SI, | beg to
move the second reading of the Bill entitled, "An
Ordinance to apply asum not exceeding eight million
eght hundred and ninety-six thousand eight hundred
and seventy-six dollars to the Public Service of the
year 1914." In so doing | would draw atention to one
or two dterdtions, one being on page 119, which
shows the cdculation for the defence contribution.
The cdculaion is made in accordance with recent
ingructions received from the Secretary of Sae
which necessitates dteration of the figures on pages
84 and 19. The dteration makes the money spent and
charged to the public debt rather dearer than in the
former Satement.

THe COLONIAL TREASURER ssconded.

Hon. MR HEWETT—Your Excdlency, | have been
asked by the unofficial membersto spesk first in reply to
your speech of afortnight ago when you laid the
Edtimatesbefore us. | shal endeavour to do so asbriefly
aspossible, and for the sake of conveniencewill tekethe
Estimates in the order in which they are printed,
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commencing with revenue. On page 5 thereis an
increase of 1% millions, of which 13 lakhsarethe

estimated profit of the new opium monopoly. The
gross revenue therefore stands a about 92 millions.

This, of course, for the moment isvery satisfactory,

but knowing as we do the trend of public feding at
Home, and guessing as we may the probable policy
of the Home Government, we cannot look upon this
very valuable source of revenue derived from the
opium trade as permanent income, and must be
prepared a very short notice to forego this atogether.

That being 90, it is necessary to husband our resources,
and | will say more about that later on. At the bottom
of page 8thereisasmadl thing; still | think it might be
explained. On forfeitures there is an estimated
increase of from $12,000 to $20,000, an increase of

60 per cent. | don't quite seewhat forfaturesare, but |

presume they are some form of punishment, and they
aregoing toresult inavery condderableincresse. On
page 9, liquor duties, which | have dready referred to
this afternoon, amount to $715,000. As| have dready
reminded this honourable Council, no one from the
Governor downwards desiresthat thistax should be
continued longer than necessary. It was only
introduced as a case of desperate necessity to pay for
many other things than the military contribution. We
have all been looking forward, since the fortunate
settlement of affairsin Chinaand the election of the
Presdent, to afurther term of prosperity resulting, but
the Government do not gppear to share our optimigtic
hopes, because | notice they say thereis going to be
anincreasein pawnbrokers licences of about $15,000.
Stamp duties show the satisfactory incresse of noless
than alakh and ahdf. Aswedl know, for many years
past a large section of the community have
ddiberatdy defrauded the Government of these duties,
and | am glad to see that by the appointment of a
detective service even afurther increase may result
from this very vauable source of revenue. The only
other point on the side of revenue | will refer toison
page 16, rent of Government offices, an increase of
from $21,000 to $49,000. | think that we had occasion
to criticise—if it was not done in the Legidative
Coundil it was certainly done € sawhere—the manner
in which the old Pogt Office was rented for two years
to a Chinaman who was able to reap avery large
profit because his tender was accepted. And that
brings up the question of |etting out work and being
rigidly guided by tender. It isusual amongst business
people when cdling for tendersto announcethat “the
highest or any tender need not necessarily be
acoepted,” but the Government gpparently, | presume,

arereguired by regulationsto acoept atender. Therent
for the old Post Officeis absolutely ridiculous, and

should never have been accepted. As regardsthe
renting of the upper floor of the new Pogt Office, we
are of opinion that the Government, having spent
large sums of ratepayers money on apublic building,

should not compete with private house-owners by
taking in tenants. Now, turning to expenditure. Indl,
or nearly all, the departments, there has been a
steadily increasing cogt of gaff, anditisnot very essy
for an unofficid member going through thefiguresto
find out exactly what the increase amountsto, but so
far as| can gather new posts done cogt $145,000, and
these gppointments are almost entirely in the lower
grades. In addition to this annual increase we must
also bear in mind that most of these subordinate
officers are paid house allowances, or, at grest cost,
the Government have to supply them with dwelling
houses, and thereis aso an increase to our pension
fund. Unofficials have repeatedly called attention to
this. They arenot at dl satisfied in their own minds
thet these congtant increasesin the Civil Service Staff

areredly necessary, and it may bethat later on they
will ask for further information on the subject.
Persondly | have not had time to go into the subject
deeply, but one of my colleagues, who is prevented
through illness from being here to-day, is satisfied
from figures he showed me that some of these
increases d dl eventsare not redly required. Thereis,

however, a new appointment which we entirely
endorse. That is, the gppointment of asenior cadet as
the Assgant Secretary for Chinese Affairs. Thework
of that department is very onerous, and aso the most
important in our Colony. We dl know the amount of
work which isthrown on the Secretary for Chinese
Affairs, and are glad to know that the Government
has a lagt decided to give him an understudy, who, |

am sure, will be of very great usein keeping up the
effidency of thisvery important department. On page
37 thereisanitem of alakh and ahdf for the erection
of buildings for the lower grades of Government
sarvantstha we entirdy endorse, but we do not think.
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as matters now stand, that the Government should
incur any expensein erecting permanent buildingsfor
the opium establishment, because, as| have aready
sad, the whole of that monopoly will probably have
to bewiped out before very long. On page 39 thereis
asmall entry of $180, pay for awatchman for the
bathing establishment a North Point. That isasmall

sepintheright direction, and | trust that this matter
will be having the cond deration of the Government in
the near future. | do not say more, as one of my
friends will speak on this subject. Your Excellency
specially referred in your speech to the grant of
$10,000, making $20,000, to the University, the
second sum being for the Engineering Faculty. That,
of course, ismogt certainly endorsed by the unofficia

members. Coming to the Judicial and Legal

Depatments, agood ded of money is spent there, but
thereis no particular reference, asfar as| can make
out, to the new publication of the Ordinances.
Unofficial members are perfectly aware that the
gentleman who has drawn up these Ordinances has
devoted agrest dedl of time, thought and ability to the
compilation of this very valuable work. Sir John
Carrington when he revised the Ordinances received
very substantial remuneration in the matter of pay,
extenson of leave and so on. His successor was even
more generoudy dedlt with, and | consider that Mr.
Alabaster should receive subgtantid recognition for
hiswork. | don't know what the Government havein
mind, but | think in the form of a present, a
testimonid or afee Mr. Alabaster should receive not
lessthan £500 sterling, and that will be avery chegp
amount to pay for such a valuable work. If itis
necessary for thispaint to be referred to the Secretary
of State| trust your Excellency will do so, with the
addition that it is very strongly urged by unofficia

members as arecognition of hisvaluable services.
Coming now to page 60 and the question of hospital

nurses, there is no particular reference in your
Excellency's speech to thisimportant question, but the
matter has been consdered carefully by myself and
my colleagues and certain representatives of the
community. In order that | may represant their viewsl

drafted roughly what | haveto say on the subject and
with your permisson, asit isvery short, | will read it:

—Anocther point to which | wish to refer isthat of the
nurses in the Government hospitals. It is generaly
admitted that where possible trained nurses should be
subgtituted for the ol d-fashioned hospital attendant,

generdly aman, and often an entirdly untrained one,

with which we had to satisfy ourselves, even afew
years ago. This policy has been endorsed by
success Ve Secretaries of State and encouragment has
been given by the Colonia Office for some years past

to extend the use of trained nursesin our hospitals

abroad. In view of the number of hospitals now in
existence in the Colony, the number of nurses at
present engaged by thelocal Government seemsto be
altogether inadequate. The result of working
shorthanded isthat the nurses are often subjected to an
undue strain owing to long hours, having to attend to
too large anumber of patients at one time and with
entirely too little opportunity for the rest and
recrestion which is so necessary to women engaged
in S0 arduous and important a profession, while we
understand it is not infrequently the case that anurse
engaged in maternity cases has at the sametime to
attend to other patients. The maiter has recently been
much discussed in privete circles and the unofficia

members are aware that condderablefedingisfdtin
certain quartersthat whatever may be happeningin
other departments of the Government service, here at
all eventsthere is reason to believe we are very
shorthanded. We undergand that some representation
has been made on the subject, but what form it
actualy took we are not sure. The question, however,
appears to us to be one of great moment seriously
affecting, or which may serioudy affect, any onein
the Colony. In order to satisfy the community that
meattersin this direction are on a proper footing, we
would ask that asmall Committee be formed of, say,
five Justices of the Peace to go into the whole
question asto the supply of nursesin the Government
hospitals, their pay, alowances and dl other kindred
questionsrelating to the efficiency of this branch of
our public service. The unofficid members pressthis
point very strongly and trust that your Excdlency will

seeyour way to agreeto our request. If not, wewould
ask that these remarks, which arefully endorsed by dl

my colleagues, be forwarded to the Secretary of Seate
for the Colonies, aswe bdieve that such an enquiry as
we suggest will show that thereis need for achange
in our nursing system. With regard to the increase of
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pay to the Director of Education and theraising of his
post to that of afirst class appointment, we are not
prepared to express any opinion, but accept the
decigon of the Government inthe metter. We areglad
to know that the Government has serioudy takenin
hand the question of the better control of private
schoalsin the Colony, many of which, we undersand,
are most inefficient, and some of which are used
under cover of schoolsfor organisationswhich have
much more undesirable endsthan education. We trust
that the new Ordinance which comesinto force next
year will prove effective. Now, we cometo Public
Works, page 86. That department is, we dl know, the
largest spending department in the Colony, the
expenditure being 28.7 per cent. of our tota revenue.
Here, again, therehasbeen agreat increese in daries,
somewhere about $50,000. | will take afew items|
wish specidly to refer to first, and then say what |
haveto say on the department generally at theend. |
have aready referred to the cost of building quarters
for subordinate officids, which, asmattersnow go, is
unquestionably asound step to take in theinterests of
the Government and the Civil Service generdly. On
page 92 there is a vote of $100,000 for awireless
dation. This, asyour Excdlency isaware, isamatter
to which we have given considerabl e attention for
some years past—ever Sncewefound how efficiently
awireless gation could be worked—and we very
much regret, and are very much disappointed, that
another year has been dlowed to passwithout any use
being made of that vote. It was taken out of the 1913
edtimates, and again appearsin 1914. We trust that
you arein aposition to give us some assurance that
we will not have to pass another typhoon season
without this valugble protectionto life and property
being installed. The correspondence between the
Government and the Chamber of Commerce was
published in the papersthismorning, and | am only
sorry | cannot endorse the remark of the Colonia
Secretary that "there will be no undue delay in
carrying out thework." Aslong ago aslast December
the matter was put in hand a Home. Item 11, page 92,
asks for asum for Gaol extension. Thisis an old
question, and it is perhgps dmogt too late to speak of
the removal of the Gaol. Still, | think the question
needs the serious consideration of the Government.
The present building is very much overcrowded. In
my capacity asavigting Justice | have seen beds put
in the dleyway for accommodation, and the yardsare
small and overcrowded. The Steisavery valuable
one, and it appears to us that while it might be
advisableto retain part of the present gaol for the
temporary accommodation of prisoners, the whole
question of building agoal in another part of the
Colony might be considered. The present siteis

probably one of the most valuablein that part of the
Colony, and the Government could probably redisea
very large sum of money by disposing of that
property, which would probably go along way
towards paying for theremova of the gaol elsawhere.
On page 93 item 28 is a small thing which is
smuggled into the estimates each year, Miscdlaneous
Works $40,000. We would like astatement from the
Director of Public Works as to what that sum
represents, and asto how it isto be used. Thenthereis
item 32 for the Tytam reservoir scheme. The origind
esimatewas alittle over $2,000,000. It has now been
increased by very nearly four lakhs, making
$2,400,000. The sum spent on thiswork lest year was
disappointingly small, and only $400,000 is put down
to be spent this year. We do not fed satisfied in our
own minds that this work could not be pushed on
more quickly. Only this year we suffered from a
serious water famine, and we think that no steps
should be omitted in pushing forward the completion
of thiswork at the earliest possible moment. We
should aso be glad to know when a commencement
will be made collecting water for this reservair,
because once completed it will take many yearstofill.
The question specidly referred to by your Excdlency
afortnight ago wasthe cogt of thiswork. It certainly
gppeared to us—! would not say surprising, because,
speaking for mysdf, | am not surprised at anything
which appearsin Government estimates—strange
that the cost of resumption of the village and
cultivated land was omitted. | have referred over and
over again to the happy-go-lucky manner in which
edimatesfor public worksare yet drawn up, and this
isonemoreingance. As| said onaprevious occasion,
if any of us carried on work as this section of
Government work is carried on we would inevitably
bein the Bankruptcy Court beforevery long. Item 42
d e al s w it h t h e
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typhoon refuge at Mongkoktsui, and | seethat hdf a
million isto be spent next year. We shal be glad to
have some assurance that within the next twelve
monthswe shall see thiswork completed. Maybe
extrameanswill haveto befound for making thearea
safer than it isat present, but we should like to know
that the original scheme will be completed sometime
in 1914. If not, we should like to know why the
edimateisto be exceaded, if it isexceeded, and why
the small sum of $500,000 is put down. The
unofficial members endorse the vote for making a
road round theidand and roadsinthe New Tearritories
They do so morein theinterestsof the Colony & large
than in the interests of the financial magnates to
whom your Excellency referred, the owners of motor
cars. They think the construction is advisable, both
from a police and military put of view, and will be
olad to seeit undertaken by the Government. Thereis
another old friend which apparently the Public Works
Depatment have forgotten dl about, but we have nat.
| refer to "The Finest Sitein the Colony." We know
Sir Henry May's views on the subject. He did not
proposeto spend money onit. Tolook & it now, itisa
disgrace to the Colony. Large sums of money have
been expended so that we might have one decent pot
in the Colony to look a—Royd Square. While one
Sdeof thesquareisnicely trimmed the other Sdeis
covered with weeds, and Their Mgjesties King
Edward and King George are now standing
metaphorically spesking, over their anklesin weeds
dl thetime. The site mentioned is surrounded by a
crumbly bamboo fence, which ought to be replaced
by astone and iron railing. We know the Governor
did not wish to spend money on the site, but that
should be done. We hold the opinion that on no
consideration should the Government sell that
property; it should be retained for Government use.
Probably before very long it will be required for
Government buildings—a new town hall or an
extension of the Law Courts Therewas an interesting
litttework | saw on the table the other day: the Report
of the Director of Public Worksfor lagt yesr. In that
document | came across the astonishing statement
that the roads were maintained in good order
throughout the year. | don't think thereis anyone
outside the Public Works Department, certainly no
one outside the Government offices, who has the
temerity to say 0. Theroads are not well maintained.
In partsthey are adisgraceto any placethat cdlsitsdf
civilised, and in wet weather they are almost
impassible. It is now about two years since
experimentsin tar macadam were made. | seethet tar
macadam has been in forcein Europe and America
for agreast number of yearsand | fail to see why our
roads should not be similarly treated. Speaking

generdly of public works, | can only repeat what |

have said on more than one occasion in this Council.

The view we take is that the work is far from
satisfactory. | know whét | say on the subject will fdll

more or less on desf ears, will be received with scant
condderation and less sympeathy, and will probably be
forgotten before we leave thisroom, but | can assure
your Excdllency that after many years experiencein
the Colony, and after watching the growth of the
Colony, not only the unofficial members but the
generd public hold the opinion that thereisroom for
radicd reform. We have an opportunity only oncea
year of criticiang the work of Government officials,
when the hon. gentleman opposite (the Director of

Public Works) favours uswith some remarks which
are neither convincing nor satisfactory and the
department goes on in the same old dipshod, happy-
go-lucky way. | cannot too strongly impress upon
your Excdlency—and in speking as| am doing now
| am speaking with the whole Colony at my back;

there is no doubt about that— the necessity for
improving the unsatisfactory work of this departmen.
More use should be made of the Public Works
Committee. That isformed of experienced business
men who have had a great deal of practical

experience, not only in Hongkong but €l sewhere.
That brings me to the delay of many public works of
which | have spoken. Thereisthe erection of the
wirdessdation. | admit thet that isnot thefault of the
local Government. Still that work should be carried
out at once. We are cdled upon to spend large sums
for the Tytam reservoir. Certain works recommended
by the Sanitary Board could not be proceeded with
because we had not sufficient fundsto carry them out,
and thereis still alarge sum to be spent on the
typhoon refuge. | consider it would be chegper if a
great dedl of thiswork was carried on and paid for by
short loans raised for five or seven years by the
Government. It would be better to press on promptly
instead of dawdling along.
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With regard to the Pogt Office, dl | haveto say isthat
the irregular manner in which the Sherian mall
arives is redly unstidactory. | dont know exactly
where the fault lies, but | trugt thet the maiter having
been referred to here, the Government will again
make representations to the Secretary of State calling
atention to the improvement which might and ought
to be made to this service With regard to the
K owloon-Canton Railway, the accounts put before us
are satidactory, and | trugt they will prove even more
0. | hope that here again the Government will make
representations to the proper quarter urging on the
condruction of the line to Wuchang, because until we
are linked up with Centrd Adia our line cannot be
expected to pay. | dso think our locd line should be
linked up with the Yuet Han line | should have
mentioned it to your Excdlency in the firg place, but
perhaps | can do o now; | may want to reply to other
peeches|aer, and if 01 want to know whether | can

reply.

His EXCELLENCY—You will be out of order to
spesk twice.

Hon. MR HEWETT—I am spesking for the
uncofficid members. To reply | bdieve it is necessary
to move a redlution, and if 0 | will move a
resolution which the senior unofficid member will
second, or we can sugpend the Standing Orders.

His EXCELLENCY —1 dont think it will be

necessary for you to reply, but if you wish to make
further remarkslater wewill congder it.

Hon. MR SHELLIM—We natice, gr, with much
regret, that no provison has been made in the
Edimates for public bathing-places. Hon. members
will recollect thet in May of last year aresolution was
caried to the effect thet in the opinion of the members
of this Coundil it was dedrable to establish bathing-
places & the Eadern and Western extremities of the
town. This resolution was cordidly accepted by the
Government and the unofficid memberswereinvited
to co-operate with them in regard to the maiter. In the
edimates for 1913 a sum of $2,000 was provided for
this purpose. This sum, however, was not expended
by the Government, and it was left to privae
enterprise—the Hongkong Tramway Company —to
cary out the underteking promissd by the
Government. In reply to aquestion alittle while back,
the Hon. Colonid Secretary very briefly sad that the
Government did not propose to take any further steps
in the matter & present, pending the reaults of the
Tramway Company's efforts. Sir, the experience of

last summer has dearly shown thet the experiment
has been an unqudified success, and that it digtinctly
supplies a very long-fet want. In our opinion, it is
now incumbent upon the Government to carry out
their promise, and | am sure tha the Tramway
Company will be pleased to meet the Government.
The Government should improve the beaches, have
the rocks removed, provide life-saving goparatus, and
some meesure of police protection, and aso erect
matsheds to aford sheter in the event of rain. | am
surethat hon. members of this Council—both officid
and unoffica—would not grudge the smdl sum of
$2,000, or even $3,000 or $4,000 if necessay, to
provide hedlthy recregtion for a very large section of
the community.

HoN. MR. LANDALE— fed rather adifficulty
about addressing you in connection with these
Egimates, as| have been such ashort time amember
of thisCoundil, but | fed that the unofficid members
have aduty to perform to thetaxpayers of this Colony,
and that they should when necessary criticise the
policy of the Government, more particularly in the
meatter of spending the taxpayers money. Thefirst
matter | would like to refer to is one that has been
cdled atention to by the hon. member who represents
the Chamber of Commerce. Shortly after | had the
honour of becoming a member of this Council, his
Excellency the Governor announced that | had been
gppointed amember of the Public Works Committee,
That, gir, ispracticdly thelagt | have heard about this
Committee. Asfar as| know, apparently it rarely, if
ever, meets, and as far as | know it has not been
consulted regarding the very large expenditure on
public works which are proposed in this Budget. The
unofficial members of this Committee are quite
willing to give any such advice and assigance asthey
can in connection with these public works and
regarding such works as the Public Works
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Department undertake, and they do not appreciate the
figure-head position which is a present accorded to
this Committee, which mugt origindly have been
cregted for some useful purpose. There are a few
metters | would like to mention. There is an item of
$33000 for a reparing and coding yad for
Government launches. | know of nowhere where
repairs of al descriptions of vessds can be effected
more economicdly than in one or two of the many
dockyards and repairing houses in Hongkong. If it is
the intention of the Government to set up a repairing
yard of their own, which must necessaily be under
European supervison, | think they are taking a very
expendve way of repairing their launches. | think this
contract should continue to be put up for tender. |
would a0 like to point out thet | do not find any
provision in the Edimates for the removad of the hill
which & presant blocks Nathan Road. Apparently a
portion of the hill is being removed to the redamation
worksa Yaumati, but a the present rate of progressit
will be many years before thisimportant thoroughfare
can be opened up. It is, gr, avery shortsghted policy.
It is dose to many building dtes which the
Government might sdll, and which arenow lyingidle.
| cordidly agree with the hon. member who
representsthe Chamber of Commercein regard to the
Gaol extengon. The centre of atown isno placefor a
gaol, and it is not possible to employ prisoners & any
remunerative work unless the prison and the
surrounding yards have suffident space. | think it
would be better to sl the dld Ste, and remove the
gaal to the outskirts of the town, or to Kowloon. The
quegion of ragng loans for the Public Works
Depatment has dso been mentioned by the hon.
member for the Chamber of Commerce. | am very
grongly of opinion that this is the only far and
businesslikeway of financing the many workswhich
are contemplated in this Budget, such as the wirdess
telegrgphy inddlation, which | am sure will be very
shortly commenced, the gaol extendon, the
waterworks, and thetyphoon refuge. If thismethod of
finanaing these works were adopted, we should bein
a very much better postion. It would hardly have
been necessary to levy theliquor taxesat dl. | dways
understood thet they were originally levied in order to
replace the opium revenue, which we suppose will
shortly be log to the Colony. We should have
sufficient money to repair the roads which are opento
whed traffic. | do nat think that anybody who drives
on these roads can agree with the Director of Public
Works that they are in a satifactory condition. You
have only to drive on them to find thet thet is not so.
In Hongkong the heavy carts seem to think thet the
tramway tracks were lad especidly for them. The
motor-car has to wend its way through this dow

traffic and the drivers are very agpt to be blamed for
any accident that might take place. We should have
hed enough money to colourwash the interior of
Mountain Lodge, and we should not bein the painful
podtion of seeing our Governor living in a house
which is not in a proper Sate of repair. Thereis only
one other matter which | would wish to cdl attention
to, and that is the losses on subgidiary coinage. This
appears to me to be incurred without any scheme for
rehebiliteting the coinage. We cannot, of course,
divest oursdves of the responghility for what those
who have gone before us have done, but dthoughit is
adifficult task | do not think it is an impossible task
for the Government, with the assstance of the loca
Banks, to redore this coinage to its proper vaue. |
would rather see money Spet in having
accomplished this regtoration, than, as a presant,
without making any gppreciable improvement in the
date of afairs. | do not think any British coin should
be dlowed to remain & adiscount.

Hon. MR LAU CHU PAK—In connection with
the extengon of Tytam Reservair, | would liketo add
afew words on behalf of the Chinese residents,
particularly those living in the rider main digtricts.
They think, gir, that their wants have not received the
attention they deserve from the Government. During
the last two years they have been reduced to a
famished state for want of water. | have often heard
them say that athough they pay their share of the
rates and taxes as other resdents, they areleft to fight
for their daily supply of water in the dreets. Many of
them run therisk of faling and bresking their limbs,
and are open to other dangersin carrying water up
high and seep gairs, and no smdl number of families
whose women cannot join in the sruggle for weter in
the streets, like starving beggars, are compelled to
resort to coolie labour, which they cannot afford to
pay for. They earnestly hope that their wants will
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be given the dtention they merit, and tha the
extenson work will be pushed on with dl possble
spead. So long asthat work is ddayed, ther hardship
continues.

THe DIRECTOR oF PUBLIC WORKS—Sir, with
reference to what has fallen from hon. memberson the
subject of public works, it may befitting that | should
make some reply. In the first place, dealing with the
gatement of my hon. friend opposite, | would say that
the provision for subordinate officers quartersin the
estimates includes nothing in the shape of
accommodeation for opium searchers or any employees
of that description. The quarters are intended to
accommodate overseers of the Public Works
Department, sanitary ingpectors and afew other men of
that class. He made some general reference to the
increase in expenditure on the establishment of the
Public Works Department. The recent adoption of a
lower rate of exchange for the conversion of sdaries hes,
of coursg, resulted in an increasse in payments generdly
throughout the service, and in the case of the Public
Works Department it comesto a very considerable
amount. Then there were grave complaints about the
remuneration of overseersin the Department and a
revised system of payment wasintroduced, which again
resultsin a considerableincrease. In addition to that,
there are additions to the staff which are necessary in
order to cope with the greatly enlarged programme
before the Council. The question of the removal of the
Gaol to another siteisnot onefdling within my purview,
but | am rather doubtful if a portion of the present Site
became availablefor sdethat it would proveto be quite
the gold mine my hon. friend hasindicated. He referred
to Miscellaneous Works and asked information
regarding the $40,000 which appearsin the etimates. In
the current year's estimates a sum of $30,000 gppears,
and aready supplement-any votes totalling, $12,200
have been taken in thisCouncil to meet the requirements
that arose under this heading. Thereisastream of works
which are unforeseen—certainly no Director of Public
Works could foresee them—because they comein
wholesalefrom al departments, and this annua amount
is provided for meeting such works. My hon. friend
dluded to the Tytam Tuk works, and seemed to express
the opinion that progresswas not so gredt asit ought to
be. At the present stage a deep channel is being cut
through asolid mass of rock: the areaof operationsis
necessarily redtricted, and no work on other portions of
the main dam can be undertaken till that has been
completed and the diversion of the stream has been
carried out. That portion of thework isnow reaching the
finished level, and when the necessary concrete hasbeen
deposited and the culvert has been constructed, then |
trust that better progresswill be made on theremaining
portion of thedam, but until that elementary portion has
been carried out, the rest cannot be proceeded with. He

dluded to the careless, dip-shod way in which estimates
were prepared, and to the amount of the item for
compensation. Theitem for compensation amounts to
$6,500, which represents a very small amount in
proportion to thetotal cost of the work. But it has been
customary in connection with public worksto defray the
cogt of such resumptions from other sources, andinthe
case of the Central Market, the Western Market and
other large works, the estimate for such works did not
make any provision for the cost of resumptions entailed.
He expressad the hope thet the typhoon refuge would be
completed in 1914. It does not gppear that the statement
and diagrams submitted to this Council periodically
every haf-year have been of any greet service, because,
in eech of them it will befound thet thetime dlowed for
the completion of the work isfive years, and of that
period nearly three years has now dgpsed, consequently
there are two years left in which the contractor hasto
complete his contract. The work has been proceeded
with in avery expeditious manner, but the concluding
operationswill necessaxily be somewhat more dow than
thase which have taken place up to the present time. The
seiting of the concrete facing blocks, one by one and the
depogting of 5-ton blocks of gonewith thead of divers
are dow operations. His remarkson "the finest Site' do
not concern me, because whatever ingtructions| receive
from the Government in the matter | will be only too
pleased to carry out. The place asit exists now isin
accordance with theingtructions | have received. The
hon. member made some disparaging remarks and so
did my hon. friend on theleft (Hon. Mr. Landde), onthe
condition of the roads, but | cannot think that the
condition of the roads deservesthe strictures that fell
from them when compared with roads elsewhere. |
maintain that they are, speak-



HONGKONG LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL 91

ing generdly, in good condition. At the sametime, if
the Colony wish ther roads to be paved in some
different manner, and maintained in better condition,
well, they have just Smply to put up the money for it,
and it will be done. Again, my hon. friend dluded to
the whole Colony being behind him when he stated
that public works were carried out in a manner far
from satisfactory. Well, gir, | chdlenge that Satement.
From remarks | have heard from resdents in the
Colony, and from vistors to the Colony, | condder
that the public works of this Colony will bear
comparison with any public works anywhere dse in
the world. Certainly vigtors to our shores are loud in
their admiration of the way in which the Colony is
maintained. | do not intend to arrogate to mysdf any
specid credit for that Sate of affars, because when |
came here | was very much gruck mysdf with the
public works, and the manner in which the works
generdly were executed and maintained, and | have
smply tried to cary on the traditions of the
Depatment in tha regpect. My hon. friend
immediately on my left (Hon. Mr. Shellim) referred to
the quedtion of public bathing places, but that is a
metter on which | need not comment. With regard to
the remarks of my hon. friend (Hon. Mr. Landdle)
about the reference of metters to the Public Works
Committes, my ingructions are thet only such meatters
with regard to which the Governor gives specid
directions should be referred to the Public Works
Committee. | will be only too ddighted to consult
them whenever | have his Excdlency's indructionsto
do 50 in connection with any matter. The repairing
yard for Government launches & Kowloon is merdy
subdituting for the exiging yad a new yard
dsawhere. There will be alittle extra accommodation
which doesnot exist in the present yard, but it will not
be of any subgatid amount. Certainly | do not
imagine tha the whole reparing of launches is
contemplated in this yard, because in the plans no
provision is mede for any engineering workshops or
matters of that description. | am not well acquainted
with what the actud works carried on in such ayard
are, but | imagine they are largdy confined to the
deaning and painting of launches. With regard to the
remova of the hill which blocks the continuation of
Nathan Roed, the work so far has been executed free
of cod. It indudesthe removd of agreat massof rock
and earth which would be very codtly, and it has been
found expedient to leave such work to be carried out
by the parties who require to obtain materid for
redameation or other purposes. When these purposes
have been fully served, the completion of theremova
will doubtless be taken in hand. My hon. friend dso
made some dlusion to carts using the tramway tracks.
That is a rather troublesome point. The tracks usurp

the best part of the road, and neturdly dl traffic wants
to use the best part of the road, o unless drict action
IS taken by the palice authorities there will be a
difficulty in preventing thet. It was dso suggested thet
funds might be forthcoming to have public works
carried on on the loan prindiple, instead of paying for
them out of the revenue. Likewisg, it was dated thet
we might find funds to colourwash the interior of
"Mountain Lodge" Thet is a matter with which |
quite agres, but the interior of "Mountain Lodge' &
present is dl painted. When the proposd for painting
it was raised | pointed out objections to this and
dated thet | did not think thet painting would be
auitable for the interior of a resdence in such a
position, and the result seems to judtify my opinion.
And | do not condder tha painting in such a place
will lagt. Certanly, if it isto be maintained, then there
mugt be an army of codlies continualy washing it
down to prevent the growth of mould on it. The hon.
member a the end of the table (Hon. Mr. Lau Chu
Pak) made dluson to the suffering of the people in
the rider main didricts occasioned by the short supply
of water. | quite sympathise with him, but | would
remind him that not many years ago the Chinee
petitioned to have the rider main system introduced,
and an Ordinance was specidly passed to provide for
its introduction. | trugt that, with the new works in
progress, in about two years from the present time we
will be ale to obtain an adequate supply of water
from our waterworks.

THE COLONIAL TREASURER—The hon.
member for the Chamber of Commerce made
reference to certain items under the head of revenue,
of which | proposeto give some explanation. In the
first place, with regard to forfeitures, the estimated
increasse under this head for 1914 is$20,000. | think,
sir, that this is largely
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due to the messures we are teking now for the
suppresson of morphine and cocaine The import to
and export of this from the Colony was previoudy
dlowed with catan redrictions, but now it is
dtogether prohibited. Experience shows tha very
condderable fees have come in under this head. With
regard to the increase on slamp duties, thisis due, no
doubdt, partly to the employment of a detective to see
that thelaw is properly carried out; it isalso partly due
to the reorganisation of the Probate department in the
Regidry of the Supreme Court. It is now hoped that
the revenue due from probate will be more regularly
collected. With regard to the increase of revenue on
pawnbrokers licences from $88,600 to $104,300, |
think my hon. friend was wrong in saying that this
shows bad trade. | think on the contrary it shows good
trade, and when trade is good more is to be expected
from pawnbrokers. With regard to the quedtion of
subsdiary coinage, | explaned & the Finance
Committee meeting hdd dfter the lag Coundil
meeting the reason why we had a vate of $60,000 in
the present year, and the vote has now risen to
$136,000. | think the Government's palicy has been
conggent during the last three years. We took in dll
we got as revenue, $130,000 in ten cent pieces, and
sent these back to England to be demonetised. By so
doing, and with the assgance of the Subgdiary
Coinage Ordinance which comesinto force next yesr,
we hope to reduce the stock and bring wha remains

to par.

His EXCELLENCY —I have listened to the
speech of the hon. gentlemen who spoke first with
greet interest, and | may also say with consderable
satigfaction, becausethar criticisms were not devoted
0 muchtothe actud esimateswhich werebefore us
asto particular principles of government in this
Colony, some of which the unofficial members
appear to wishto have dtered. | takeit from thefact
that their speechesreferred to principles, and not so
much to the actud egtimates, that the estimates meet
with their approval. The hon. member for the
Chamber of Commerce made an atack on the public
works of the Colony which | cannot passwithout a
grong protest. | have had experience of public works
in other parts of the Empire, and | entirely disagree
with him asto theinadequacy of the public works, or
the method of carrying them out, in this Colony. |
congder the public works of the Colony as good as
those | have seen anywhere, and in some cases better,
but as regards the roads there is still considerable
room for improvement. The explanation of that is
very smple. In this Colony up till now we have been
living on the sides of a rock sloping down
considerably to the sea, and there has been no

necessty for making roads or maintaining them. But |
look forward now to atime when therewill be better
levelling and agrest improvement in surfacing. The
Director of Public Works, who is at the head of this
great spending department, isamogt vauable public
servant of whom | have had experience now for
nearly two years. The hon. member who represents
the Chamber of Commerce dso drew atention to the
increasein rent derived from public buildings. When
putting up public buildings which are not yet fully
occupied, it isonly to our advantage to let them, and
we expect to get $49,000 next year from rents, indtead
of $21,000. Theprinciple of tendering, which hedso
animadverted on, is, of course, awell-established
principle in the service, and | do not think the
Government would, if they could, depart from that
principle. Theincrease in gaff and departments has
been watched very carefully, and the Government
will continue to watch it very carefully. With the
growth of population and the growth of revenue and
expenditureitisimpossbleto avoid acertainincresse,
but | think hon. members may take it that the
Government will watch thiswith the very greatest
possble care, and possibly reorganisation fromtime
to time may lead to asaving of public money. As|
explained, permanent buildings are not going to be
erected in connection with the opium monopoly. The
buildingswhich haveto be put up will be of amoreor
lesstemporary nature. With regard to the revision of
the Ordinances, | may tell the hon. member that the
Secretary of State has gpproved of the recognition of
Mr. Alabegter's services, inamanner whichisentirdy
satisfactory to him. The hospital Sstersisasubject
with which | amin great sympathy. The matter will
receive consideration during the coming year, but |
am not able to make any definite statement on the
subject at present. | don't think, however, it will be
necessary to gppoint a Committee as proposed by the
hon. member who represents the Chamber of
Commersrce, b ut it
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is a mater which on the return of the Governor will
be conddered very carefully. The proposd he hes
made will be specidly mentioned when the esimates
go to the Secretary of Sate. The taking over of the
vernecular schodls is a very important move on the
part of the Government, and a very necessary one. It
was only suggested about the middle of last year, and
| went on the knowledge of the country | came from,
where they have dways been under the contral of the
Government with very great success On the subject
of the Sberian mails, | think it is extraordinary how
long they sometimestaketo get here, and the quegtion
will have to be very carefully consdered. With regard
to the Kowloon-Canton Railway, | am glad to say thet
the receipts are very satisfactory, but until thet happy
day when we join up with the Canton-Hankow
Railway they will never amourt to a very large sum.
Only to-day the maneger informed me that his
recapts were larger than they hed ever been before
and showed dgns of increasing. With regard to
bathing places, to which the hon. member on my eft
(Hon. Mr. Shdllim) referred, | certainly wished they
could be made and looked &fter by the Government,
but | undergand the investigations made as to what
was conddered a suitable place did not result very
satidfactorily, because in one place the beach, which
was thought to be a sandy beach, was found to be
ony a venexr of sand, with something very
unpleasant undernegth, while another place was of a
rocky neture, and the tide ran so srongly thet it would
not have been suitable without a cordon of boats
around it. The hon. member dso referred to the greet
success of the evenings organisad by the Tramway
Company. | am told they formed plessant socid
gatherings, but the number of people who entered the
weter was extremely smdll, probably afraction of one
per cent. of those present. Much as | sympathise with
it and dedre to see auitable bathing places brought
into the reach of everyone, it is nat such an easy
subject to ded with asis supposed. | do not know if
any other matter is|eft that has not been dreedy dedt
with. | may say that the question of the wirdess
ingdlation is one to which | cannot refer, but | can
assure you that nothing is being done to prevent its
eedtion & the ealies possble moment. | have
ligened to the speeches of hon. members with great
interest, and their remarks will be forwarded to the
proper quarter in due course.

The moation, on being put to the mesting, was
caried.

His EXCELLENCY—Council adjourns till this
day wesk.

FINANCE COMMITTEE.

A meding of the Finance Committee was then
hed, the CoLoniAL Secretary  predding. The
fallowing voteswere passed:—

The Officer Adminigering the Government
recommended the Coundil to vote a sum of $500 in
ad of the vote Botanicd and Foresry Depatment,
Other Charges, Forestry, New Territories.

The Officer Adminigering the Government
recommended ec., a sum of $12512 in ad of the
votes—

Sanitary Department
Personal Emoluments
Temporary House Allowances to

Sanitary INSPECLONS ....cvvvvreerrrrrrrnee. $ 4875
Other Charges.
Uniformfor SEf .......ccovveeeneeeenneeeneeens 312
Public Works Department.

Personal Emoluments.

Temporay House Allowances to
overssersand Land Balliffs ...........

PublicWorks

The Officer Adminigering the Government
recommended the Coundl to vote asum of $5,450in
ad of the vote Public Works—

Public Works, Recurrert.
Kowloon.

Miscdlaneous

Maintenance of Praya Wdls and
[ 1< £ RN

Public Works, Extraordinary.
New Territories.

$ 250

Miscdlaneous
Shamshuipo—Redametion Scheme
to provide dgtes for lessees
didodged fromold Village ............
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Hongkong Volunteer Corps

The Officer Adminigering the Government
recommended the Coundl to vote asum of $7,456 in
ad of the vote Military Expenditure, B—Volunteers,

Specid Expenditure, Equipments

TrHe CHAIRMAN explained that this vote was for
uniforms and equipment for the Volunteers and
Reserves.

Hon. MR HEWETT— thought the idea was that
the Volunteer Reserveswere not to wear uniforms.

Tre CHAIRMAN—Tha was the origind ides,
but the sysem has been reorganised entirdy within
the lagt two years. | think some of the members
wanted uniforms, and that the Governor induced
others to join by promising them uniforms. Some
peoplelike uniforms, but | dont.

Hon. MR HEWETT —Are you not in the
Resrves?

THe CHAIRMAN— am over age.

Botanical and Forestry Department

The Officer Adminigering the Government
recommended the Coundil to vote a sum of $300 in
ad of the vote Botanicd and Forestry Department,
Other Charges, Mantenance of Gadens ad
Grounds.

Public Wor ks Department

The Officer Adminigering the Government
recommended the Coundl to vote asum of $5,300in
ad of the vote Public Works Recurrent.
Communications, Maintenance of Roads and Bridges
in City.

TheAppropriation Bill
The Appropriaion Bill was then amended in

accordance with the Chairman's remarks in Coundil,
and gpproved.




