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16TH AUGUST, 1917.

PRESENT.—

His ExceLLency THE Governor SR FRANCIS
HENRY MAY, KcMG.

His ExceLLeENcy MAXOR-GENEraL . VENTRIS
(Generd Officer Commanding Troopsin Ching).

Hon. MR CLAUD SEVERN, cma. (Colonid
Secretary).

Hon. MR J H. KEMP (Attorney-Generd).

Hon. MR MCl. MESSER (Colonid Treasurer and
Captain-Superintendent of Police).

Hon. MR E. R HALLIFAX (Secretay for
Chinese Affairs).

Hon. MR W. CHATHAM, cma. (Director of
Public Works).

Hon. MR WEI YUK, cmG,

Hon. MR LAU CHU PAK.

Hon. MR H. E. POLLOCK, k.c.

Hon. MR R. G. SHEWAN.

Hon. MR C. E. ANTON.

Hon. MR S H. DODWELL.

MR A. G.M. FLETCHER (Clerk of Coundils).

Minutes
The minutes of the last meeting were confirmed.
Papers

THe COLONIAL SECRETARY, by command of
H.E. the Governor, laid on the table report of the
Superintendent of Imports and Exports for the year
1916. Also, s=ssiond pgper No. 14 of 1917,
correspondence on the subject of the third anniversary
of thewa.

Finandal
THe COLONIAL SECRETARY, by command of
H.E. the Governor, lad on the table Fnancd
Minutes Nos 33 to 38, and moved tha they be
referred to the Fnance Committee.

TrHe COLONIAL TREASURER seconded, and

thiswasagread to.
FinanceMinutes

THe COLONIAL SECRETARY, by command of
H.E. the Governor, laid on the table report of the
proceedings of the Finance Committee, No. 7, and
moved thet it be adopted.

THE COLONIAL TREASURER seconded, and
thiswasagread to.

Quedionsby Hon. Mr. Pallock

Hon. MR POLLOCK asked the falowing
quedions—

(1.)—With reference to the Answer given to my
fird quedion a the las medting of the
Coundl

(@) Is it the fact tha 337 waer-closgts now
discharge over the Praya Eadt foreshore, and

(ii) Cannat some geps be taken to remedy the
nuisance arisng from such discharge, as
temporary  messures,  pending  the
commencement of the work on the proposed
redamation?

(i) When is such proposed redamétion likely
to be commenced?

(2)—With reference to the Vote taken a the lagt
mesting of the Coundil for the purchase of
"Lyshalt” for Government Quarters,

(i) Isit not the usud practiceto get an officer in
the Government Civil Service to bid on
behdf of the Government in caseswherethe
Government desiresto acquire property?

(i1) Weas there any spedia reason for secrecy on
the pat of the Government in the present
ingance?

(i) Did not such secrecy result in the
Government having to pay abigger pricefor
the property then it would otherwise have
done?

THe COLONIAL SECRETARY
folows—

replied as

1.—(i.)—About 289 water closets now discharge
over the Praya East foreshore. (ii.)—The sewer outfdls
could be extended to below |low-water. The cost
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of meking such extensions is roughly esimated a
$20,000, assuming that iron pipes can beobtained & a
reasonable price a the present time. In view of the
exiging foul condition of theforeshore, it isextremdy
doubtful whether any gppreciable improvement
would be effected by carying out the extendons
referred to. (jii.)—It is impossble to date a present
when the Praya East Redamation Schemeislikdy to
be commenced.

2—Thereis no recent precedent for the purchase
by the Government of redl property a auction.

It has been genegdly the experience of the
Government that, when the fact becomes known that
it isin the market as a purchaser, prices are put up
agand it.

There was no specid reason for secrecy inthe case
of the purchase of "Lyshadlt," but the fact that the
Government employed an agent to bid for it did nat,
to the bes of its knowledge and bdidf, result in a
bigger price than necessxry being pad for the
property.

Hon. MR POLLOCK—With reference to sub-
Section 1, quegtion 1, | should like to ask whether the
figure put in my question, 337 water-closgts, was the
figure mentioned at the recent meeting of the Sanitary
Board, and by whomwas the figure supplied.

THe DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC WORKS—It was
supplied by the Sanitary Board fromitsrecords, but in
supplying that information they induded, | think, al
conveniences of that description dtuated to the
eastward of Garden Road, and a good many of them
do not discharge over PrayaEad.

Military Service

THe ATTORNEY -GENERAL moved the second
reading of the Bill intituled, "An Ordinance to make
provision with respect to military service, and to
provide for the establishment, maintenance and
contral of aloca defence corps.” Indoing so hesad:
—Theobject of thisBill isto make adl mae British
subjects between the ages of 18 and 55 who are
ordinarily resident in the Colony, with certain
exceptionswhich are specified in Clause 2, ligbleto
military servicein the Colony when cdled up for such
service. The exceptions are: Members of His
Magesty'sregular Navd or Military forces, civiliansin
the employment of the Naval or Military authorities,

if recommended for exemption by the Naval or
Military authorities, and men in Holy Orders or
regular ministers of any religious denomination. The
first two clauses are, of course, exempt for obvious
reasons. Thethird classis taken from the Imperial
Military Service Act, and thewording isthe same as
inthat Act. The norma procedure contemplated by
the Bill isthat in each case where aman has to be
caled up and rendered liable for military service, an
order shdl be served upon him cdling him up, and on
the service of that order the man immediately
becomes liable to military service under the
Ordinance, and becomes amember of the Hongkong
Defence Corps. Providon is dso made for acceptance
for the Corps of persons who would otherwise be
exempt, either by reason of age, or by reason of
occupation, and these personswill, of course, comein
asvolunteers, and will take the Oath of Allegiance,
and 9gn theform of engagement providedinthe Bill.
Oncethey take the oath and sign the engagement,
they become members of the Defence Corps, and will
beliableto the Army Act in the same way as men
who are called up compulsorily. In order to save
trouble, and prevent the necessity for circulating a
great number of orders, an amendment will be
proposed to the Bill providing that every person who
isliablefor military service under the Ordinance, and
who is now amember of ether the Volunteer Corps
or the Hongkong Volunteer Resarves, shdl, upon the
announcement of the Ordinance, become, ipso facto,
amember of the new Hongkong Defence Corps. In
other words, the Volunteers and the Reserves will be
incorporated bodily in the new Defence Corps, and
they will beincorporated with the same ranks which
they now hold in the Reserves and Volunteer Corps.
That clause has been printed in the copy of the Bill
which has been laid on the table. There was no time
to circulateit to hon. members before the mesting. It
gopearsinitaicsas Clause 9 of the Bill. Every person
who becomes amember of the Defence Corps, either
by being called up or by being incorporated in the
Defence Corps bodily or by voluntary enligment, will
become at once subject to the Army Act, provided
that the Army Act will apply only sofar asit may not
be modified by regulations made by the Governor in
Coundl. The Army Act itsalf recognisesthe Colonia
Forces generally as being subject to the Army Act
on |l vy i n s o f ar
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as the Army Act may not be modified by locd
legidation. Under the power of making regulations
given to the Governor-in-Coundil in Clause 8 of the
Bill, it isto propasad to make certain provison for the
discipline, establishment, training and uniform of the
new Corps These arrangements will nat differ very
much from the exiding arrangements in force in the
Volunteers and the Volunteer Resarves. Memberswill
find on the table a copy of the regulaions which it is
proposad to make under the Ordinance when passed.
The Frg Schedule of the regulations deds with the
quedion of training, and members will see, on
looking a regulation 7, that eight days atendance
during mobilisation, or at the camp of exercise asthe
case may be, will be compulsory for every member of
the Cops It is intended tha there shdl be
mohilisation of the artillery and engineer companies
for one month during the winter, and camp of
exacse for the infantry battdlion during the winter
dso. Every member of the Corps will have to attend
for eight full days, not necessarily consecutive, for
camp exerdse or mobilisstion. Power is given by an
amendment of thet regulation to the Generd Officer
Commanding to grant specid exemptions in
exogptiond cases. Another amendment which is
being made in the draft as origindly printed, is that
the training schedule shdl not gpply to men over 50
years of age. They are to undergo amodified traning
which will be prescribed by the Generd Officer
Commanding. The Bill subjectsto military service dl
male British subjects resdent here between the ages
of 18 and 55. Any member of the Defence Corpswho
reaches the age of 55 will be entitled to his discharge,
but should he dect to remain in the Corps, he will
take the oah of dlegiance and dgn the form of
engagement, and he will then remain amember of the
Corps until discharged or dismissed or exempted in
the ordinary way. You said, Sir, a the last meeting of
the Coundil that it was nat intended to trandfer men
from the Hongkong Police Resarve into the new
Defence Corps, so that members of the Police
Reserve are nat affected by the Bill, beyond the fact
thet thereisa potentid ligbility to serveif they should
be required. It will be seen, further, thet for those
members of the community who are dreedy in the
Volunteersand Resarvesthereislittle practica change
from the present position. But the Bill will effect two
things. Inthefirg placeit will enable the authoritiesto
goply compulson to those rae casss where
individuds have failed to gppreciae, or havefaled to

assume, thair military obligation to the State and to
the Colony. You dso dated, Sir, a the last medting of
the Coundl that nearly every mde person of British
race who is physcdly fit is dready enrdlled in the
Reserves, Volunteers or Hongkong Police Reserve.
The Secretary of Sate for the Colonies recently seated
that Hongkong did not require compulson for the
purposss of rasng an auxiliary force, or for the
purpose of getting in any condderable number of
personswho would otherwise not be serving the State.
We have dready practicdly dl the materid there is.
But this Bill will enable the Government to goply
compulson in those rare and isolated cases where
compuldon seems necessary and desirable. In the
second place, the Bill will fadilitate the fuson of the
Volunteers and the Resarves and the reorganisation of
that combined force which is under contemplation.
The object of thet fuson is increased military
effidency. | may say that it would not have been
possible to fuse these two bodies and reorganise them
in the way intended without some legidation, and as
some legidaion was necessary, it seemed desrable
that it should take the form of imposing on everyone
the obligation for military service which mogt people
have accepted voluntarily. | beg to move the second
reading.

THe COLONIAL SECRETARY seconded.

HoN. MR. POLLOCK—I would ask that the
consideration of this measure be postponed to the
next meeting of this Council. and in support of that
application | would point out there are certain
amendmentsto the Bill, which are printed in italics,
and that until afew minutes ago mogt of the members
of the Coundil had had no opportunity of seeing these
or the proposed regulations to be made by the
Governor-in-Council under Section 8 of the Bill.
With regard to these Regulaions, Sir, | would aso
submit that any Regulaionsto be made ought to be
mede by the Legidative Council. Thisisametter, Sir,
which affects the main body of the civiliansin this
Calony, and I think it is ameatter which should come
before the Legidative Council. Thiswould give an
opportunity for anyone outsdeto reed these proposed
Regulationsinthe Pressand to submit criticisamsto be
laid before this Council
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by an unofficid member. | think, Sir, that everyone
will be convinced that it is a good thing there should
be a reorganisation of the Volunteers and Resarves,
and | should imagine it would be desirable thet not
only some such reorganisation as foreshadowed in
these Regulations should take place, but that there
should be some grouping in ether companies or
platoons of certain members. At present it sometimes
happens that in the same company or the same
platoon there are members who have very different
physcd capabilities. You may find in the same
company or platoon some members who can quite
redily, without any harm to themsdves cary
through vigorous exercises on a Fidd Day where
others have to pant and puff in the rear. No doubt a
good ded of reorganisation in that respect isdesrable.
| do nat think | need say more now, Sir, than to
uggest thet the sarvices in the Volunteers or
Volunteer Resarve, which would count for a long
savice medd, should not be wiped out by the
operdtion of this Bill, but that there should be some
saving provison gating that servicesin the Volunteers
or Volunteer Reserve for the purpose of a medd or
other recognition should count as continuous sarvice
when the member is trandeared to the proposed
Defence Corps. | would once again, S, ask for this
adiournment. | am only asking for a very short
adjournment until the next mesting of this Counail,
and then hon. members and the public through the
Pres will have an additiond opportunity of
conddering this Bill as it is now proposed to be
amended and dso the Regulations which it is
proposad to make under thisBill.

His EXCELLENCY—Thereisno objection to the
adjournment. | regret that honourable members were
not furnished with the schedule of regulations earlier.
| propose that members agree to an adjournment until
this day week. As regards meking regulations by the
Legidative Coundl, that would introduce an entirdy
new princdple It is true that the hon. member made
some suggestion sometime ago in thet behalf and thet
we said we would consider the matter, but | regret to
say that the Attorney-Generd is SO overworked—nat

only current work. but he has about 15 Bills on the
gocks to bring before this Coundil—that he has not

hed time to condder the matter. | think, spesking
generdly and taking this case in particular, it would
make the business of the Colony somewhat arduous,
and to have to come to the Legidative Coundl with
every amendment to the Reguldions of a Defence
Force auch asthiswould beredly, | think, somewhat
of a wede of time Thedore while we ae
pefectivdy ready to condder and discuss these
reguldions | am not prepared to go to the length of
making them by the Legidative Coundil. | think if the
principle of them is accepted the smdl dterations thet
may be necessary from timeto time can well beleft to
the Governor-in-Coundil. They will be published in
the Gazdte and may be subjeted to critidsm
afterwards in this Coundil. There is one other point
which the hon. member has not mentioned, but which
has been brought before me by two representatives of
the Chamber of Commerce—tha is, the duration of
this legidation. It is suggested that it should only be
for the period of the war. | am not prepared to accept
an amendment to thet effect. | think that after the
experience of thiswar we shall hardly commit such a
retrograde gep as going back in any pat of the
Empire to a condition where universa military
sarvice is not recognised as absolutdy essentid. But
the Government is quite prepared to give an
undertaking that Sx months after the Sgning of peace
we will condder in the Legidative Council the Bill
epecidly in regard to the training and the limit of age
of those who are compulsorily brought under the
purview of the Bill. No doubt by that time we shdl
have learned what the proposals are. not only in
England but in other Coloniesin this respect, and we
can be guided then by the light of the
recommendations made by the Home Country and
throughout the Colonies. In the meantime, | am quite
aure dl here recognise tha in the present
circumgtances it is absolutdy necessry that every
able-bodied man of European race should do whet in
him liesfor the defence of thispart of H.M.'sEmpire.

Hon. MR POLLOCK—May | be permitted to
offer afew remarks? FHrs of dl | understand that we
shdl be at liberty a the next meating of the Council to
bring up any question for discusson on thee
Regulations?
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His EXCELLENCY—Cetainly.

Hon. MR POLLOCK—Secondly, | should like to
ak a pasond favour. | dhdl be engaged in the
Supreme Court in a very long case next week, on
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday. | do not
know whether it would be possble to adjourn the
meeting of this Council to Friday of next week?

His EXCELLENCY—Mod certainly.
Hon. MR POLLOCK—Thank you.

His EXCELLENCY—The Coundil is adjourned
to Friday in next week.

FINANCE COMMITTEE.

A medting of the Finance Committee followed, the
COLONIAL SECRETARY presding.

Compensation and Resumptions

The Governor recommended the Council to vote a
sum of five thousand dallarsin ad of the vote Public
Works, Extraordinary, New Territories Public Hedth
and Buildings Ordinance, 1903 (51) Compensation
and Resumptions

TrHe CHAIRMAN—In this case the vote concerns
the laying out of the new town of Sham Shui-po. The
vote for compensation and resumption has been fully
dlocated, but agpplicaion has been receved for
resumption in respect of inland lot 2,367 a Sham
Shui-po. It isusud for the owner of theland to receive
catan land in exchange. In this case he wishes to be
pad, and the edimate of the amount required is
$653.50 for the land and $450 for buildings. It is
probable that further expenditure for resumption will
be required before the end of the year, so the Coundil
is aked to vote a sum of $5,000 to cover such
resumption, aswdl asthe present one.

Hon. MR POLLOCK—Isthisto make way for the
new road a La Chi-kok?

TrHe CHAIRMAN—NO, it isfor the laying out of
Sham Shui-po; thework goes on gradudly.

Thevotewas agreed to.

MiscdlaneousWorks

The Governor recommended the Council to vote a
sum of four thousand dallarsin ad of the vote, Public
Works, Extraordinary, New Territories, Misodlaneous
(50) Miscdllaneous Works

Tre CHAIRMAN—This isin the neighbourhood
of the new road a Cadle Pegk. Itistoredam an area
of swamp and mosquito breeding land to the south-
eedt of Taun Wan police ddion. Itisan area of alittle
over an acre. The esimated cost of resumption and
filling in amounts to $2,000. The work islikely to be
of great bendfit to theinmeates of the police sation and
thevillage. The vote from which thissumwill bepaid
from is fully dlocated, and the sum now asked for
will dlow a further $2,000 to cover items to the end
of theyear.

Thevote was agreed to.
General Works

The Governor recommended the Council to vote a
sum of two thousand dallarsin aid of the vote Public
Works, Extraordinary, New Teritories,
Communications (50) Roads—(f) Generd Works.

TrHe CHAIRMAN—I do not know whether hon.
members have been over the Taipo Road lady. If
they have they will have naticed an immense
improvement between the fifth and the ninth mile
sones The vate now asked for is to improve the
sharp bend near the levd crossing on the railway—
which is a very dangerous one— on the way to
Shdin daion. The plans | have here show that
immense improvements can be made for an
expenditure of $1,400. It was nat included in the sum
of $20,000 dlowed for the generd work, and it was
only recently that the engineer-in-charge found that a
great improvement could be made. An extra $600 is
dlowed for any amdl works which may be necessary
before theend of the year in connection with the same
road.

Thevote was agreed to.

HoN. MR. POLLOCK—Before proceeding with
the next three minutes, | should liketo raise apoint of
order. These three minutes were not circul ated to hon.
members. They did not know of their existence urtil
they cameto the meeting this afternoon. | do not wish
t 0 o] p p o] s e
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theminutes, but | think, gr, it would beaswell if these
financid minutes could be circulated to hon. members
beforethe meeting of the Coundil.

TrHe CHAIRMAN— was not aware that they had
not been sent to hon. members | will certainly mekea
noteof it.

Weg River Flood Relief

The Governor recommended the Council to votea
sum of three thousand eight hundred dallarsin ad of
the vote Miscdlaneous Sarvices, West River Hood
Rdief Fund.

THe CHAIRMAN— will ask the Secretary for
Chinese Affairsto explain the need for thisvote,

THe SECRETARY FOR CHINESE AFFAIRS—
Thiswas fully explained in the report which waslaid
before the Coundl a the las medting. The 1914
Food Relief Committeg's account showed, in 1915, a
badance in hand of some $60,000, which has since
been utilised, as shown in the report laid on the table
a the laz meding of the Council, for some
permanent work a Fu Wan in the West River. During
1915 thissum was held available for specid rdief for
the disastrousfloods of thet year, and this Coundil dso
voted $50,000 to the same object. The Chinee
subscriptions, however, were SO generous thet it was
not necessary to draw on ether of these sources, and
the Hood Relief's baance of $60,000 was freed. The
Government at the same time decided that there was
no immediate necessity to pay the Coundil's grant of
$50,000, but remained open to consider, favourably,
clams againg this sum in respect of such permanent
work as might be found to be stidfactory, or in
respect of an other disagter. The permanent work at
Fu Wan conditutes a work such as was then
contemplated, and the cogt of it beyond the balancein
the hands of the Hood Rdlief Committee is what the
Coundil isnow askedtovote.

Thevote was agreed to.

Typhoon Damages

The Governor recommended the Council to votea
sum of nine hundred and fifty ddlars in ad of the
vote Public Works, Recurrent, New Teritories,
Miscdlaneous, (47) and 48) Typhoon and Raingorm
Damages

TrHe CHAIRMAN—Thisisthe bdance of the cost
of making good damage done during the heavy rains
of the 15th, 16th, and 23rd, and 28th July in Kowloon
and the New Territories. Various amdl landdides and
wall collgpses occurred. The totd estimated cogt of
the damage done is $3,450. The baance of the vote
available is $2,500, leaving $950 to be provided. It
was thought better to come to the Council for this
$950 now, because we may be in the happy position
of nat requiring any morethisyesr.

Thevotewasagreed to.
Roads

The Governor recommended the Coundil to vote a
sum of three thousand five hundred dallars in ad of
the vote Public Works, Extreordinary, Kowloon,
Communications (34) Roads. (b) Generd Works.

Tve CHAIRMAN—This vote is amply to cary
out works which have become necessary for the
Government to do owing to the progress of building
on Kowloon. The avaladle badance of the vote for
gened works in Kowloon is $3390, and the
edimated cogt of the new works rendered necessary
by buildings having been erected, and the
Government's obligaions coming into force, is
$6,600. | do not think | need read thewholeligt. There
are e@ght new buildings on various lots in Kowloon,
in Nathan Road and Portland Street, al gpproaching
completion, and the work has to be carried out by the
Government to fulfil its obligations. The total cost is
$6,600, and the amount required is $3,210, but asthis
may be dightly exceeded a sum of $3,500 is asked
for.

Thevotewas agreed to.



