HONG KONG LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL. 33

27th April, 1939.

A medting of the Finance Committee was held in the Council Chamber, the Colonid
Secretary (Hon. Mr. N. L. Smith, CM.G)) presiding.

ALSO PRESENT:—
THE FINANCIAL SECRETARY (HON. MR. S. CAINE).
HoN. MR A. G. W. TICKLE (Director of Public Works, Acting).
HoN. SRHENRY POLLOCK, KT., K.C., LLD.
HON. MR. S. H. DODWELL.
HON. MR. CHAU TSUN-NIN, CBE
HON. MR. LO MAN-KAM.
HoN. MR. LEO DALMADA eCASTRO, NR
HON.MR.A. L. SHIELDS
HoN. MR. T. E. PEARCE.
HoN. MR. W. N. THOMAS TAM.
MR B. C. K. HAWKINS (Deputy Clerk of Counils).

Votes totdling $1,229,182, contained in Message No. 3 from His Excdlency the
Governor, were congdered.

Item 43—5, Charitable Sarvices—22, Rdlief of Refugees, $250,000.

HON. SR HENRY POLLOCK.—As there are four thousand people in the Camp a
Kam Tin, and astha Camp is so far from Hospital when cases of emergency arise, | hopetha
the Government will serioudy condder the necessity for gppointing a Resdent Doctor to thet
Camp, indead of aVidting Doctor as & presant.

THE CHAIRMAN.—I am sure the Hon. Member's suggesion will be carefully
consdered.

HON. MR. PEARCE.—Can you tel me ddalls asto how this money will be expended,
if they can be meade available?
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THE FINANCIAL SECRETARY.—Ddails can be furnished. Full detals asto how the
money isto be divided for the mantenance of refugees & each of the various camps can be
given.

HON. MR PEARCE.—Are these avallable without much trouble?

THE FINANCIAL SECRETARY.—They areavalablequiteeaslly.

HON. MR PEARCE.—] should liketo seethem.

THE CHAIRMAN— will seeto it that full detals are circulated to members of this
Coundl. ltem44. ............

HoN. SR HENRY POLLOCK.— think the vote has not yet been passed. | think Mr.
Pearcesideaisnot to passthisvate until the detalls are drculated.

THE FINANCIAL SECRETARY.— think we have spent most of $150,000.
HON. MR. PEARCE.—! am not opposing. | should just liketo know the detalls.

THE CHAIRMAN.—The dtendive will be to have the vote goproved on the
undergtanding thet figureswill be supplied. Isthat suitableto you, Mr. Pearce?

HON. MR PEARCE—Yes

Item 48—6, Defence, C—Air Rad Precautions—Other Charges Grant-intaid of
Women's Air Raid Precautions Union, $2,500.

HON. MR. DALMADA.—How much of this $2500 is going towards dericd
expenses?

THE FINANCIAL SECRETARY.—It isintended to employ a secretary a a sdary not
exceading $250 amornth.

HON. MR D'’ALMADA .—What hasthe secretary to do—jugt geno-typist'swork?
THE FINANCIAL SECRETARY.—Rather morethan that.
HON. MR DALMADA —Wha dsg?

THE FINANCIAL SECRETARY.—Geneard work, some organisng work, etc.
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HON. MR D'ALMADA .—Madeor femae?
THE FINANCIAL SECRETARY.—Probably femde.

THE CHAIRMAN.—According to aletter by the Air Raid Precautions Officer, what is
needed is a generd secretary to record the names of dl volunteers and atend to dl

correspondence, eic.

HON. MR. DODWELL .— rather thought $250 israther excessve.

HON. MR DPALMADA.—That iswha | have in mind. Of courseif she hasto do dl
thesethings shemay beworth dl thet. But | should think we could get someone for $150.

THE FINANCIAL SECRETARY—Wewant to do it as chegply aspossble, thet iswhy

$250 is the maximum salary. This compares with the sdary of an ordinary European lady
stenogrgpher starting a $200.

HON. MR. D'’ALMADA —Govarnment sandard?

THE FINANCIAL SECRETARY.—Yes, but this employment does not carry withit dll
the advantages, such as pension, which aGovernment servant has.

HON. MR. D'’ALMADA —1 am not opposing the vote. | only want information abot it.

THE CHAIRMAN.—About ayear ago it was thought necessary to have afull-time lady
genogrgpher and aChinee assdant.

HoN. MR DODWELL.—WIll it be a the discretion a the Women's Air Rad
Precautions Union?

THE CHAIRMAN.—VYes, it isredly agrant to that, induding the sdlary. There are other
incidentd expensesand it is estimated they might dl cometo $2,500 ayesr.

Item 50—6, Defence, C—A.ir Raid Precautions—11, Publications, $1,500.

HON. SR HENRY POLLOCK.—Can anyone buy A.R.P. handbooks? Arethey for e
generdly?

THE CHAIRMAN.—I am not certain about thet, but | will meke anote of it. | will have
information about this circul ated, but my own recollection isthat these books are available.

Item 54—17, Medicd Depatment.—31, X-Ray Apparatus, Running Expenses and
Maintenance, $10,000.
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HON. SR HENRY POLLOCK.—This seems to be araher large edimate. | want to
know if the cogt of these things has gone up.

THE FINANCIAL SECRETARY.— dont think thet is suggested. It is very difficult to
edimate when the expensive equipment has to be replaced eech year. There has dso been a
largeincreasein the number of X-ray cases owing to the generd increasein hospitd work.

Item 68.—31, Public Works Extraordinary:—Buildings. Converson of Public Works
Depatment Garagesinto Offices, $23,500.

THE DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC WORKS—The old garage was erected more asashed
of light and temporary condruction. We are revisng the desgn and there may be an excess of
thisvatewhich | shdl haveto report.

THE CHAIRMAN.—Will that bethisyear?

THE DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC WORKS—Yes.

Item 72—31, Public Works Extraordinary—Generd Works: 21, Roads, $140,000.

HON. SR HENRY POLLOCK.—Can the Director of Public Works give us some
detalls?

THE DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC WORKS—I have a complete list of works wating to
be done. It totds roughly $30,000 odd for Hong Kong, $80,000 for Kowloon and the
remander for New Kowloon.

THE CHAIRMAN.—Thisisin connection with new sarvices?

THE DIRECTORS OF PUBLIC WORKS—Yes. Land has been sold and the owners
areentitled to pavements, channds, etc. | haveacompletelig here.

Item 76.—31, Public Works Extreordinary:—Buildings Kowloon Hospitd. Ste
formation, $100,000.

HON. SR HENRY POLLOCK.—Are the new Kowloon Hospitd and the Infectious
Diseases Hospitd to be built in place of the present one?

THE DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC WORKS—It is intended as an addition, adjoining the
Kowloon Hospitd.

HON. SR HENRY POLLOCK.—Wha is the totd cost of the Infectious Diseases
Hospitd and the Steformation?

THE DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC WORKS— amdfraid | cannot give you that off-hand.
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THE FINANCIAL SECRETARY.—We cannot give a detaled estimate of the codt for
the Infectious Diseases Hospitd or the extension of the Kowloon Hospitd because the plans
arenct yet in exigence. Eventhedesignsare not yet setled.

Item 81.—31, Public Works Extraordinary:—Prison Works, $169,000.

HON. SRHENRY POLLOCK.—What exactly ismeant by new detention camp?

THE CHAIRMAN.—It has not yet been decided whereit isto be Stuated. It isintended
to put short-term prisonersin the detention camp whereit is hoped the upkeegp will be chegper
and a the sametimerdieve the congestion in Stanley Gaol. They can be used on public works
such as redamation work, and the camp may be Stuated somewhere in the New Territories.
Thismethod will save an daborate Saff of warders, and only short-term prisonersare to be put
inthe camp.

HON. SRHENRY POLLOCK .—No ste chosen yet?
THE DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC WORKS—No.
THE CHAIRMAN.—Variousdternative Stesare being consdered.

All thevoteswere approved.




