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LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.
No. 671.

Standing Orders of the Legislative Council of Hong Kong made by the Legislative
Council of Hong Kong on the 19th day of December, 1929, in pursuance of the provisions
of Clause XXIII of the Instructions of His Majesty the King under His Sign Manual and
Signet bearing date the 14th day of February, 1917.

1. Oath of Allegiance.

(1) No member of the Council shall sit or vote therein until he shall have taken
and subscribed the oath of allegiance, provided that any person authorised by law
to meke an affirmation instead of taking an oath shall be permitted to make a
solemn affirmation in lien of the oath of allemance

(2) The oath or affirmation shall be administered by the Governor.

2. Language.
(1) The proceedings and debates of the Council shall be in the English language.

(2) A member may present a petition in Chinese, if the petition be accompanied
by an English translation certified to be correct by the member who presents it.

3. Sittings of Counecil*

(1) The meetings of the Legislative Council shall be held on such day and at -
snch hour as may from time to time be ovdered by the Governor. :

(2) At the beginning of each meeting, and before procceding to the despatch
of any other busmes the President qh&ll if the minutes of the last preceding meet-
ing have been mrcuhted to the members, propose that they be confirmed. If the
sald minutes have not been circulated thex shall be read by the Clerk and the Pre-
sident shall then propose that they be confirmed. Upon any proposal that the
minutes be confirmed no debate shall be allowed except as to the accuracy of the
minutes and with reference to an amendment actually proposed.

(3) The President may at any time adjourn or suspend any meeting.

4. Standing Committees.
(1) There shall be the following standing committees of the Council :—

(¢) The Finance Committee, which shall consist of the Colonial Secretary
(Chairman), the Treasurer, the Director of Public Works and the un-
official members of the Council.

(b) The Public Works Committee, which shall consist of the Director of
Public Works (Chairman), the Treasurer, and the unofficial members of
the Couneil.

(c) The Law Committee, which shall consist of the Attorney General
(Chairman), and four other members of the Council appointed at the
first meeting of the vear by the President, who shall have power to fill
vacancies arising in the Committee during the course of the year.

*0On the subject of the quorum, and of who should preside,see respectively Clauses XIX and ‘{‘(I of tbe
Royal Instructions of the 14th February, 1917. .
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(2) Three members shall form a quorum of any standing committee.

(3) The Governor may at any time refer direct to the Finance Committee any
proposal concerning additional expenditure not already provided for in the annual
estimates. .

(4) Any member of the Council shall he entitled to attend any meeting of a-
standing committee but no member may take any part in the proceedings of a com-
mittee of which he is not a member. »

5. Select Committees.

(1) Any matter before the Council may he referred by the President, or upon
a motion duly passed by the Council, to a sclect committee.

(2) A select committee shall consist of at least three members who shall be
nominated by the President: Provided that any member may move that another
member he substituted for any member so nominated, and if the motion be seconded
the amendment shall, after debate, be put to the vote, and the question shall be

decided accordingly.
(3) The chairman of a select committee shall be appointed by the President.

(4) Three members of a select committee shall form a quorum except when
the select committee consists of three members only in which event two shall form
a quorum.

(5) In the event of the death, resignation or absence from the Colony of any
member of a select committee the President may appoint another member in his
place. ‘

6. Procedure on Standing and Select Committees.

(1) In the absence of the chairman of a standing or select committee the senior
member present shall act as chairman. :

(2) The chairman of a standing or select committee shall have an original vote
and shall also have a casting vote if the votes be equal.

(8) The chairman of any committee may require the attendance and services of
the Clerk of the Council. :

(4) The report of a committee shall be signed, and prosented to the Council,
by the chairman.

(5) Any member of a committee dissenting from the opinion of the majority
may put in a written statement of his reasons for such dissent, and such statement
shall he appended to the report of the committee.

7. Duties of the Clerk.

(1) The Clerk shall send to each member written notice of each meeting of the
Council, accompanied by a copy of the Ovder of Business and of any bill which it
is proposed to read o first time at the meecting in question, at least two clear days
hefore the day fixed for the meeting, except in case of emergency when such notice
shall be given as the circumstances may permit.

(2) The COlerk shall keep the minutes of the proceedings of the Council, and
of committees of the whole Council, and shall send to each member the drafi
minutes of each meeting so soon as possible afier the meeting.

(8) The minutes of the proceedings of the Council shall record the names of
the memhers attending and all decisions of the Counell, and shall, when confirmed
at the next :ollowing meeting of the Conncil, be signed Ly the President.
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(4) In the case of divisions of the Coundil or committee of the whole Council,
the minutes shall include the numbers voting for and against the question, and the
hames of the members so voting.

(5) The Clerk shall be responsible for the custody of the votes, records, bills,
and other dociments laid before the Council. which shall be open to inspection by
members of the Council and other persons under such arrangements as may be
sanctioned by the President. ‘

S 8. Order of Business.

Unless the Council otherwise direct, the husiness of each sitting day shall be
transacted in the following order :— )

1. Confirmation of minutes of last preceding meeting.
2. Qath ov affirmation of allegiance of a new member.

. Announcements.

(S5

4. Papers, including any reports of standing or select committees which are
laid upon the table by order of the Governor and which are not the
subject of any motion.

5. Petitions.
€. Questions.
7. Government business.

¥ 8. Unoilicial members’ motions.

Government business shall be set down in such order as the President may divect,
end unofficial members’ motions shall be set down in {he order in which notice of
each motion was given.

9. Petitions.

(1) Every petition intended to be presented to the Council must conelude with
a prayer setting forth the general object of the petitioner.

(2) A petition shall not be presented to the Couneil wnless it be in accordance
with the rules then in force in regard to petitions.

(8) The member presenting a petition may state concisely the purport of the
petition. ‘

(4) All petitions shall he ordered to lic upen the table without question put
unless a member when presenting a petition move for it to he vead, prinfed or
referred to a seleci committee.

(5) The Comncil will not receive any petition—

(a) which is not addressed to the Cemnedl ;

(b) which is not properly and respectfully worded;

(¢) which has not at least one signature on the sheet on which the praver
of the petition appears; .

(d) which has not at least the praver at the head of each subseqment sheet
of signatures;

() which asks for a grant of public money or the release of a debt to public
funds nnless the recommendation of the Governor thereto has heen
signified; or )

(f) which does not conform with such rules as may from time to time he
preseribed by the Coumeil.
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10. Papers.

(1) All papers shall be presented by an official member of the Council and their
presentation shall be entered upon the minutes.

(2) A wember presenting a paper may make a short explanatory statement of
1ts contents. ) :

(8) All papers shall be ordered to lie upon the table without question put and
any motion for the printing thereof shall be determined without amendment or
Jdebate.

(4) All Rules and Orders made by the Governor in Executive Council under
the authority of an Ordinance, which do not require the approval of the Legislative
Council, shall be laid on the table as soon as may be after being made.

11. Questions to Members.

(1) Questions may be put to official members relative to public affairs with
which they ave officially connected, proceedings pending in the Council, or any
matter of adwinistration for which such members are responsible.

(2) Questions may also be put to other members, relating to a bill, motion, or
other public matter connected with the business of the Council for which such mem-
bers are responsible.

(3) A question shall not contain arguments, inferences, opinions, imputations,
epithets, ironical expressions, or hypothetical cases.

(4) A question shall not include the names of persons, or statements, not
strictly necessary to vender the question infelligible, nor contain charges which the
memher, who asks the question. is not prepared to substantiate.

(5) A question must not be asked for the purpose of obtaining an expression
of opimion. the solution of an abstract legal case, or the answer to a hypothetical
praposition.

(6) A question shall not he asked without written notice unless it is of an urgent
character and the member has aobtained the leave of the President so to ask it.

(7) A guestion must not be made the pretext for a debate, nor can a question
fully answered be asked again without the leave of the President.

(8) A member may ask a supplementary question for the purpose of further
cluecidativg any matter of fact regarding which an answer has been given; but a
supplementary question must nat be used to ntroduce matter not included in the
original question. ‘

12. Messages from the Governor and Address by the Governor.

A message from the Governer, 3t prezented to the Counell by an official member,
may he brought up at any time belove the commencement or at the close of pnhﬁé
husiness, and shall e considered forthwith or ordered to he considered wpon a
Tulnre day as the member presenting it may appoint. The Governor may address
the Counneil at any time. )

13. Manner of giving Notices.

(1) Where under any Standing Ovder (ov fhe practice of the Counecil) notice
is vequired, such notice shall be given by heing handed in at the Table during the
sitting of the Couneil or by delivery at the office of the Clerk or other place appdinted
by Standing Order {or the President) within the hours prescribed for the purpose.

|
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(2) Except with the permission of the Pr
any particular mecting of Council unless it s! 211 hiuve baen so handed in or delivered
st least three clear days hefors such meebing of Council. Sundays and holidays
¢hall not he included in the computation of the said period of three days. )

~sident, no notice shall be valid for

(3) Any such nolice shail be printed and shall be civeulated to members of the ™
L iwo cloar days before the next meeting of the

Commcil for which it s vs lid,

(4) Any such notice shall ba plinted in the form in which it is handed in ov
delivered.

(5) Motions ov amendments sent to the Cierk chall Le printed and eirculated
by him, even if they Le matters notice of which is not required, and in the case of
amendments to bills shall be areauged so far as may he in the order in which they
will be proposed.

(6) A nolice given orally in Council, shall not have any force after that sitting
of the Council unless it he supplemented by a notice given in accordance with
paragraph (1) of this Order.

) 14. Notice of Motions.

Unless the Standing Ovdurs otherwise diveot, notice shall be given of any motion
which it is proposed to make wilth the exception of the following :—

A motion for the confivimation or corrertion of the minites of the Couneil.
A motion made iu somumitice of the whole Council.

A miotion that o petition he read, printad or referred to a select com-
mittee.
A motion that the repoit of a standing committee be adopted.

1.

2.

5. A motion for the adinurnment of (e Couneil or of any debate.
4,

(4]

(==}

A motion that the report of a select committee be referred to a com-
mittee of the whole Couneil ov be printed.
A motion for the withdrawal of strangers.

o

A motion for the suspension of a member.

A motion for the withdrawal or postponement of any item in the Order
of Business.

Lol

16. A motion for the substitution of another member for a member nominat-
ed to a select cominilfee.

11. A notion for the reference of any matter to a committee.
12 & motion for the suspension of any Standing Order.

15. Dispensing with Notice.
Notice shall not be dispensed with in the oase of @ motion or in respect of any
other proceeding for which untice is veguived exeept  with the consent of the
President.

18. Rules of Debate.

(1) A member desiring to speal n Coumeil shall rise in his place and address

Iis ohservations to the Prosident

(2) A member desiving 1o spealt v committee shall address his ohservations to
the Chairman. )

(8) If two or more members offer at the sgue thue to spoak, the President or
Chairman shall call on the member who first catches his eye. .

(4) A member must confirfa his obsevvations to the subject under discussion.
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5) Reference shall not be made to any matter on which a judicial deeigion is
pending, in such a way as may prejudic+ the interests of parties theveto. -

(6) No member shall impute improper motives to any othev member.

(7) Except when the Council be in committee no member shall speak more
than once on any proposition before the Council except in explanation (as provided
in paragraph 8 of this Ovder), or to a point of order, or, in the case of the mover of
4 substantive motion, in reply, but any member may second a motion or amendment

; .. rising in his place and bowing to the chair without prejudice to his righl to speak
ab a later peviod ol the debate.

(8) A member who has spoken to question may again be heard to offer
- explanation ol some ma crial part of his speech which his been misunderstood. but
Le must ot introduce new matter.

(9) A member who has spoken may speak again when a new Question has been
proposed from the chair such as a propos.d amendment.

(10) Any member who dissents from the opinion of the majority may, i he give
notice forthwith of his intention to do so, lay upon the table a statement of the
aroinds of his dissent, cither at the same or a subsequent meeting of the Council.

(11) His Majestv’s name shall not bhe used to influence the Couneil.

(12) The conduet of His Majesty, members of the Roval Family. the Governor

ar Administrator, members of the Counctl, and judges ov other persons engaged in

) fhe admimistration of justice, shall not be raised except upon a substantive motion;
and in any amendment, question to a member. or remarks ina debate on a motien
dealing with any other subject, any refercnve to the conduel of the pevsons afore-
saidd <hall be out ol order. .

17. Relevancy in Debate.

(1) Debate upon any inotion, bill or amendment shall he relevant to such motion,
hill ar amendment.

(2) Where an amendment proposes to leave out words and insert other words
instend of them, debate upon the first question proposed on the amendment may
inelude botl the words proposed to be left out and those proposed to be inserted.

(3) Ou an amendment proposing io leave oui words ov to inscrt words debate
chall be coufined to the omission or insertion of such words respectively.

18. Anticipation.

(1) 1t shall be out of order to make a molion or move an amendment dealing in
anticipation with the subject of a hill or other muatter appointed in the Order of
Pusiness for consideration: and an amendment shall also be out of order if it deal
‘n anticipation with the subject matter of a motion of which notice has been given.

(2) A maiter appointed in the Order of Business, or a metion or amendment of
which notice has heen given, shall not be anticipated in any other debate.

19. Termination of Debate.

(1) No member may speak to an¥ question after the same has becn fully put
by the President or Chhairman.

(2) A question is fully put, when the President or Chairman has collected the
voices both of the ayes and of the noes.

90. Personal Explahation.

By the indulgence of the Council, a member may make 2 personal explanalion,
although there be no question before the Oouncil, but no debatable matter may be
brought forward, or debate arise, upon the explanation.

N
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21. President to be heard without interruption.

Whenever the President; or the Chairman, rises during a debate, any member
then speaking, or offering to speak, must if ht‘mdmd sit down, and must in any case
refrain from \pealxmcr and the Comncil or commxttoe is to be silent so that the
President, or the Chairman, may be heard without inferruption.

22. Responsibility for Order.

The Premdent in Council, and the Chairman in any commitltee, shall be respon-
e for the ohscevvance of the rules of order in the Couneil and commiltee respec-
v and their decision upon any point of ovder shall not he open to appeal and
‘not he reviewed by the Couneil except upon a substantive motion made after

]
_J'..._a!"
s

i
[19)
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23. Breaches of Order.

(1) If a Member show disregard for the authority of the chair, or abuse the
pales of the Council by persistently and wilfully ohstructing the business of the
Couneil, or otherwise, the President shall direet the attention of the Couneil to the
incident. mentioning hy name the member concerned. A motion may then be made
wpon which the Dr esident shall forthwith put the guestion, no amendment, adjourn-
ment, or debate heing allowed, ““Thal such member he suspended from the service
of the Council’”’. If such an offence shall have heen conunitled in a committee of
the whale Council, the Chairman shall forthwith suspend the proceedings of the
committee and report the cireumstances to the Couneil; and the President shall o
a motion being nmde thereupen put the same question. withont amendment, adjoum-
ment or debate, as if the offence had been committed in the Council itself.

() \'ot more than one member shall be named at {he =ame time, unless several
members present together have joinlly disregarded the anthority of the chair.

(3} If a membér he suspended under the provisions of this order his suspension
shall last until determined by the Council.

{(4) The President or Chairman, after having called the attention of the Couneil
cr committee 1o the conduet of a member who persists in irrclevance or tedious
“'pnn\mn either of his own arguments or of the argmments used by other members
in debare, may diveet the member to discontinue his speech,

(3 The Presidemt or Chairman shall ovder members whose conduet is grossly
Aisorder] v fo withdraw immediately from the Couneil Chamber during the remainder
of the dux’s sitting,

(6) If a divection to withdvaw under parugraph (8) of this order be not com-
piied with at onee or if em any occeasion the President or Chalrman deem that his
vowers wader thal paragraph are imadegnate, he may name such member or mem-
< in pursanee of paragraph (3) of this ovder.

(7) The President or Chatvman whether aeling nnder paragraph (1) or (8) of this
crder may direct such steps to he takewn as are required to enforee his order.

(8) Members who ave suspended under pavagraph (1) of this order or are
divected to withdeaw  under paragraph (). shall forthwith withdraw from the
precinets of the Council Chamber.

(%) Nothing in this order shall be deemed to prevent the Council from proceed-
ng againgt any member for auy breach of ovder not specified herein or from pro-
ceading in any other way it thinks fit in dealing with the breaches of ovder herein
mentioned.




THE HONG KONG GOVERNMENT GAZETTE, DECEMBER 27, 1929. 689 - '

24. Voting.®

(1) All questions shall be decided by a majority of votes, including the vote of -
the President, or in any committee the Chap‘man, and whenever the votes are equal
the President, or in any committee the Chairman, shall have a casting vote. :

R

. (2) At the conclusion of a debate the question shall be put by the President,
Q or in any committee by the Chairman, and the votes may be taken by voices aye and
no and the result shall be declared by the President or Chairman, but any member
" may claim a division when the votes shall be taken by the Clerk asking each member
S separately how he desires to vote and recording the votes accordingly.

i (3) In taking the diviSon the names of all the unofficial members shall be called
: hefore the names or official titles of any of the official members. In both cases the
names, or official titles ag the case may be, shall be called in order, begining with the
3 P senior member, provided that the President, or in any committee the Chairman, shall
vote last. -

© (4) When a division is claimed either in Council or in any committee every
member present shall, unless he expressly state that he declines to vote, record his
vote either for the aves or noes. The Clerk shall enter on the minutes the record
of each member’s vole and shall add astatement of the names of members who

declined to vote.

!, (5) As soon as the Clerk has collected the votes the President, or in any com-
| mittee the Chairman. shall state the numbers voting for the ayes and the mnoes

respectivelv and shall then declave the result of the division or give his casting vote
ag the case may be. -

(6) If a member state that he voted in error or that his vote has heen counted
wrongly, he may claim to have his vote altered, provided that such request is made
as soon as the President has announced the numbers and hefore he shall have
declared the result:of the division.

A
EPY

) (7} A member shall not vote on any subject in which he has a direct personal
' pecuniary interest, but a motion to disallow a member’s vote on this ground shall
be made only as soon as the numbers of the members voting on the question shall
have heen declared. If the motion for the disallowance of a member’s vote shall
be agreed to, the President, or in committee the Chairman, shall direct the Clerk to
correct the numhers voting in the division accordingly. In deciding whether a
motion for the disallowance of a member’s vote shall e proposed from the chair,
the President, or, in anv commiitee the Chairman, <hall. have regard to the
character of the question wupon which the division was taken and to the
consideration whether the interest therein of the member whose vote is challenged
iz direct and pecuniary and not an interest in common with the rest of His Majes{x*s
subjects and whether his vote was given on a matter of state policy. i

25, First Reading of a Bill

R A

(1) The mover of a bill, on moving the first reading thereof, shall state the
ohject and intention of the measure and the reasons on which it is founded.

(2) After such motion has been seconded by another member, and has been
adopted, the bill shall be read a first time. The President may address the Council
on the first reading of a bill should he desire to do so, but no further discussion
shall be permitted.

(8) Except as provided for in paragraph (2) of Standing Order 29, every bill
i shall be published in the Gazette after having been read a first time and before it is
read a second time. .

*On the subject of decision bx the majority, and on the Governor’s original and casting vo'f.e; Ses Clanse
XXIT of the Roya Instructions of the 14th February, 1917. ) -
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28. Second Reading of g Bill.

When a motion for a second reading of a hill shall have been made and seconded,
a debate may be taken only upon the general merits and principles of the bill.

27. Committes Stage of a Bill.

(1) When a bill has been read the second time the Council may, at the same or
any subsequent meeting, upon motion made and seconded, resolve itself into a com-
mittee of the whole Council to consider the hill clause by clause, or may refer the
bill to a standing committee or to a select committee.

(2) The principle of a hill shall not he disenssed in committee but onlv its
details. ‘

. (3) In committee the Clerk shall read the marginal notes to the bill, clause by
clause, unless the Chairman directs him to read the clarses, or any pacticular clause,
in full.

(4) Subject to the provisions of paragraph () of this Order, the committee may
make in the bill such amendments as they shall think fit, provided that the amend-
ments are in the opinion of the Chairman relevant to the subject matter of the bill,
and provided that if any amendments are in the opinion of the Chairman not within
the title of the bill the committee shall amend the title accordingly.

(6) No amendment shall be moved which is inconsistent with any clause already
agreed upon or with any decision already come to by the committee, and the Chair-
man may at any time during the discussion of a proposed amendment withdraw it
from the consideration of the committee if in his opinion the amendment violates the
provisions of this paragraph.

(6) The Chairman may require any proposed amendment to be handed to the
{lerk in writing.

(7) If no amendment be proposed to any particular clause when the marginal
note has been read by the Clerk, or when all the proposed amendments shall have
been disposed of, the Chairman shall put the question ““That the clanse (or the
clause as amended) stand part of the bill.”’ If any amendment is proposed which
the Chairman considers need not be disposed of separately he may put the question
“That the clanse, amended as proposed, stand part of the hill’’.

(8) If a mew clause or a mew schedule he proposed the Chairman may put the
question ‘‘That the proposed clause (or schedule) stand part of the bill’’, and if the
question is agreed to the clause {or schedule) shall thereupon stand part of the bill.
A new clause or a new schedule may be proposed at any time which seems convenient
to the Chalrman.

{(9) On consideration of the schedules the (lerk shall call out the word ““‘Sche-
dule” if there is onlv one schedule, or shall read out the ordinal numbers of the
schedunles if there are more schedules than one. wnless the Chaivman divects him to
read the schedules or any particular schedule in full, or to proceed in any other man-
ner, and the Chairman may thereupon put the question “That this schedule stand
part of the hill”’.

(10) -‘Any clause or schedule may be postponed for consideration at a later stage
of the same meeting or for consideration at some future meeting of the committee.
The whole hill may be left in committee for consideration at some future meetfing of
the committee .
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passed.

(11) When all the clauses and schedules of the bill have been disposed of the
Chairman shall put the question “That the enacting clanse and title stand part of the
bill.”* If the bill contains a preamble the above question shall be preceded by the
question ““That the preamble stand part of the hill’’.

(12) When the bill has been entirely dispused of the Council may upon motion
made and seconded resume and proceed wiih the remaining business of the day.

(13) A bill may be referred io a standing committee or to a select committee
at any stage of its progress prior to the third reading.

(14) II any standing committee or select committee to which a bill has been
referred reports that it recommends any material umenchnent therein, the bill may be
printed with such amendment and, after publication in the Gazette, may with the
permission of the Council be substituted for the bill as read a second time. Every
bill so reported shall be considered in the committee of the whole Council,

28. Third Reading of g BillL

(1) When a bill has passed through committee the member in charge of the
bl may at the same or any subsequent meeting report to the Council that the bill
has passed through committee and may at the same time move that the bill he read
a third time, provided that if in the opinion of the President any wmaterial amend-
ment of the bill shall have been made in committee the bill shall not be vead a third
time at the same meeting except after the suspension of the Standing Orders. If
the third reading of any bill is for this reason postponed to a subsequent meeting of
the Council the hill shall be published in the Gazette as amended hefore it is read
a third time.

(2, It upon the third reading of a Lill being proposed and seconded any meim-
ber desires to omit or amend any provision contained in the bill, or to introduce any
fresh provision into it, the hill may upon motion wade and seconded be re-com.
mitted, and thereafter the Council shall again resolve itself into a committee of the
whole Council for the consideration of the proposed amendment, but no hill shall
be re-committed after i shall have been rexd a third time.

(3) When a bill has heen vead a third time it shall be deemed to have leen

29. General Provisions relating to Rills.
(1) On each reading of a bill the Clerk shall read only the long title of the hill.

(2) If at uny stage in the progress of a Lill the President declares that in his
opinion an emergency exists and that it js desirable in the public interest that the
Standing Orders should he suspended in order to enable the bill to pass through all
its stages, or all its remaining stages, at that meeting of Council, it mav be moved and
seconded that the Rtanding Orders be suspended accordingly, and if the motion be
adopted the bill may he carried through all its stages, or all its remainina stages,
at that meeting.

30. Bills affecting Private Rights.

(1) Where any bill shall be proposed which is intended to affect or henefit some
particular person, association, or corporate hody, notice of the hill shall he given
by the promoters, by two advertisements some daily newspaper published in the
Colony, and, if any of the persons likely to he benefited or ‘prejudiced mav ha
Chinese, by two additional advertisements in som.  Chinese newspaper puhlished in

" the Colony, and in any case by two successive publications of the hill in the Gazette,

as required by Clause XXVII of the Roval Instructions of the 14th February, 1917 :
provided that, as laid down in the said Olause XXVII this paragraph shall not apply
to any such bill which is a Government measure. T

(2) If any person considers that bisindividual rights or interests wonld e

affected by the provisions of an, such hill, he may petition to he heard nn the hill -
either in person or by counsel, and he shall he heard accordingly, either upon

-~
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inotion made, -seconded and adopted, or by crder of the President. The President

- shall direct whether the person in question or his counsel shall be heard before the
Council, or before a committee of the whole Council, or before a standing com-
mittee or a select committee.

(3) On any st ch petition the petitioner, or any member, shall, upon motion
made, seconded and adopted, or by order of the President, be entitled to call and
examine witnesses on oath or affirmation, provided that a list containing the names,
residences and occupations of the witnesses shall have heen delivered to the Clerk
at least two clear days before the meeting of the Council or committee as the case
may be. Any snch witness if called by the petitioner may be cross-examined by
any member, and if called by any member may be cross-examined by any other
member or by the petitioner. The oath or affirmation sh: "l be tendered hy the Clerk,
ov, in any committee, by the Chairman.

(4) Every Lill intended to affect, orhenecfit some particular person, association
or corporate body shall in accordance with Clanse XXVII of the Royal Instructions
of the 14th February, 1917, contain a section saving the rights of His Majesiy
the King, His Heirs and Successors, all hodies politic and corporate, and all others
except such as are mentioned in the hill, and those claiming by, from, and under
them

31. Relevancy of Amendments.

(1) When any bill, or clause of a bill, or motion, is under consideration in the
Council or a committee thereof, an rmendment may be proposed to such bill, clanse
o1 motion if it he relevant to the bill, clause or motion to which it is proposed.

ki

(2) An amendment may be proposed to any amendment proposed from the
chair if it be relevant to the origmnal amendment.

(3) In committee on a bill a new clause or schedule may be proposed if it be
relevant to the subject matter of the bill, and an amendment may be proposed to it
if the amendment be relevant to the new clanse or schedule.

i

(4) An amendment, or a new clause or schedule, shall not require notice.

(5) The President, or the Chairman as the case may be, may require any proposed
amendment to he .handed to the Clevk in writing.

i Bl

32. Seconding of Motions and Amendments.

A motion or amendment shall not be proposed from the chair in Council unless
it shall have received a seconder, but in committee a seconder shall not be required
for any amendment or for any new clause or schedule.

38. Method of Putting the Question on Amendments.

Subject to the provisions of paragraph (7) of Standing Order 27, upon an
amendment to leave out words and insert other words instead of them a
: question shall first be proposed from the chair ‘‘that the words proposed to be
left out stand part of the question’’, and if that question be negatived, the question
for the insertion of the alternative words chall then be proposed, provided that on
consideration of a bill in committee the Chairman shall if possible put as the test .
question on an amendment only such words as will not prevent a subsequent amend-
ment which is in order from being moved. If the question so proposed be negatived
the words proposed liv the amendment to be left out shall be deemed to be left out
without further question. |

- ' 34. Withdrawal of Mofions or Amendments.

When any motion or zmendment has been proposed from the chair, it may be
withdrawn at the request of the mover if, on the President, or in committee the
Chairman, asking whether it bé the nleasure of the Council or committée that the
motion or amendment be withdrawn, ‘a dissenting voice be not raised thereto. -
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85. Publication of Evidencs. 7

The evidence laken before any committee of the Council and any documents
presented to such committee which havenot been reported to the Council shall not -
be published by any member of such co imittee or by any other person, except
with the permission of the President.

36. Practice of Parliament.

(1) In cases of doubt the Standing Orders of this Council shall be interpreteil
in the light of the relevant practice of the Commons House of Parliament of Great
Britain and Northern Ireland.

(2) In any matter for which these Standing Orders do not provide the said
practice shall be followed, but no restrictions which the House of Commons has ~
introduced by Standing Order shall he dezmed to extend to the Conneil or its mem-
bers. until the Council has provided bv Standing Order for such restriction.

37. Buspension of Standing Orders.

A question the object or effect of “which may be to suspend any Standing
O r of the Council shall not be proposed except with the consent of the President.

38. Absence of Members.

Any member who is prevented from attending a meeting of the Cowuneil shall
acquaint the Clerk as early as possible of Lis inability to attend.

39. Employment of Members in Professional Capacity.

No member of the Council shall appear hefore the Council or any committee
thercof as counsel or solicitor for any party, or in any capacity for which he is to
rercive a fee or reward,

40. Strangers.

Strangers shall be admitted to dehates in the Council Chamber subject to such
rules as the President may make from time to time for that purpose, provided that if
any member take notice that strangers he present, the President, or in committee the
Chairman, shall put forthwith the question “That strangers be ordered to withdraw.”

41. Press.

The President may grant a general permission to the representative of any
journal to attend the sittings of the Council provided that, if the journal publish
a report of the proceedings which the President considers unfair, snch permission
may he revoked.
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EXTRACTS

irom the

Royal Instructions
of the 14th February, 1917.

Council may XIX. The Legislative Council shall not be disqualified from the trans-

business not- action of business on account of any vacancies among the Members thereof;
vithstanding Lut the said Council shall not be competent to act in any case unless (in-
cluding the Governor or the Member presiding) there be present at and

Quornm.  throughout the meeting of the Council five Members at the least,

l‘fé‘; by XXI. The Governor shall attend and preside in the Legislative Coun-
cil, unless prevented by illness or other grave cause; and in his absence any
Member appointed by him in writing shall preside, ov'in default of such ’
Member, the Member who is first in precedence of those present shall
preside.
Questions to AXTI. All questions proposed for dehate in the Legislative Council shall -

Qxf:ﬁ,‘flff “he decided by the majority of votes, and the Governor or the Member -
presiding shall have an original votein common with the other Members

f:“’:f;‘?;;‘;l of the Council, and also a casting vote, if upon any question the votes

and casting  shall he equal. '

vote. -
Rules and XXIII. The Legislative Couneil may from time to time make standing
grders o pyles and orders for the regulation of their own proceedings; provided such -
7 rules and orders he not repugnant io Our said recited Letters Patent. or to
i ese Our Tnstructions, or to any other Insiructions from Us under Our Sign
' Manual and Signet,
Questions: & XXIV. Tt shall he competent for any Member of the Legislative Coun-

cii to propose any question for debate therein; and such question, if second-

ed by any other Member. shall be debated and disposed of according to

the standing rules and orders. Provided alwavs that every ordinance, vote,

resolution, or question, the ohject or effect of which may be to dispose of

or charge any parl of Our revenue avising within the Colony, shall te 3
proposed by the Governor, unless the proposal of the same shall have heen )
expressly allowed or divected by him.




