WASTE AS =H&R

RESOURCES

Newsletter fsswe 4 March 2001
AT ETAY —¥F¥F=5

Waste Reduction Committes
Mo ERY
hittpdiwww.info.gov.hk/wrc

The Waste Reduction Framework Plan Annual Report

R ENRESREERS

Tha affluence of Hong Keng citizens has exertad a
qreat pressure on solid waste arisings in Hong Kong.
With the launching of a series of waste reduction
programimes as scheduled in the Waste Reduction

Framewerk Plan (WRFP), considerable
progress has been made 1o address
the pressing needs of waste
reduction and to increase =

community awarensess. B

In 2000, a new waste reduction task |
force for the recycling trade was set
up to promote waste reduction initiatives )
within the recycling industry. Four more.
sites with a total area of 16,380 m* weare
successiully allocated to waste recyclers
under short term tenancy. The Buildings
(Amendment) Ordinance 2000, which h}
requires mandatory provision of space for
separation of waste and material recovery
in &ll new building developments, came into .
effsct on 1 November 2000. An Inter-
departmeantal Working Group on Waste Recycling cha
by the Envirenmant and Focd Bureau was formed in June
2000 to co-ordinate waste reduction efforts on domestic
waste separation and recycling amengst all relevant
bureaux and departments.
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Progress of Waste Reduction Task Forces / Working Groups

mYEMIEE/ TEMANER

The Public/Private Housing Seciors

With the joint efforts of the Housing Department (HD),
Hong Kong Housing Society, Environmental Campaign
Committee (ECC) and private developers, the wasts
recovery programme has coveread over B0% of the
population in Hong Keng.

Maore than 700 public/private housing estates are
participating in the ECC Waste Recycling Campaign
(Phase |V}, which was launched in June 2000.

At present, about 120 ambassadors have completad their
training under the *Private Housing Environmeantal
Ambassador Scheme”. With the assistance of tha
ambassadeors, about 25 environmental campaigns have
been organised,
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ECC commissioned the Friends of the Earth and Green
Fower fo conduct pilot schemes of collecting separatad
waste on each floor of public housing estates in September
and October 2000 with a view to increasing the waste
recovary rate, An "Exchange Square” was also set up
to increase residents’ participation in waste separaion
and recycling. Two blocks from two housing estales of
HD (Choi Wan Estata at Wong Tai Sin and Kwong Tin
Estate at Lam Tin) were selected for the trial. Initial results
showed that the recovery rates for waste paper, aluminium
cans and plastic bottles have been increased by up to
158%, 1193, and 195% respectively. After reviewing the
resulis of the pilot schemes, HD is preparing to implement
another trial scheme by placing appealing wasta
separation bins on sach fleor of two housing sstates.
Several designs of bins will be tested. Subject to the
results, HD will consider to provide such bins on each
floor of all estates managead by the Department, @
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Everybody enjuyed ialirg part
in the “Exchange Square”,
expecially the children
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Progress of Waste Reduction Task Forces / Working Groups

WOEMIEE / TEMENER

The Hotel Sector HiEE

* The task force organised a Glass Bottle Recycling =~ * THMEE_OOQOFR SNBSS ENE &S
Programmae which provided waste glass for a trial in Bl + B 51T kTR A A S S Ly e B T -

cemeant production.
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= |t also collaborated with the Friends of the Earth In {17 e

organising a Plastic Botiles Recycling Pilot Frogrammea
in Jung 2000 to collect plastic bottles from 11

- [[=ms )
participating hotels. The programme was funded by . o _ =
the Shell Better Environmant Awards Scheme with RERE—OCOF+—ARAEXBHN—ER

contribution from participating hotels. The number of BT Een + EM200 8 5R R W 2RISR "@
participating hotels has now increased to 23. A total -

of 18 tonnes of plastic boitles have bean collected
since the launching of the Programme. Free collection
sarvice is provided by a private waste collector,

=31 |

* A Waste Reduction Workshop for Hotels was hald in
Movemnber 2000, Representatives from more than 20
hotels attended the workshop. )

Waste Reducion workshop organised for hotels on 23,001 2000
Q —O00FA—F == B 5SS S M T I




WaSTE a5 RESOURCES

BERE LL

Progress of Waste Reduction Task Forces / Working Groups

WO EYMIEE / TENEnER

The Construction Industry

= Starting from August 2000, requirements on
construction and demalition (C&D) material
management have been Incorporated in the
specification of Housing Authority's contracts. In
Movember 2000, Works Bureau issued Technical
Cirgular Mo, 29/2000 requiring the submission of
Waste Management Plans for all Public Works
Frogramme contracts tendered on or after 1 January
2001,

* The Building Department issued Practice Note for
Authorised Persons and Registered Structural
Engingers Mo, 243 and Mo, 245 in Jung 2000 and
July 2000 respectively highlighting the impaortance of
careful consideration of waste generation and
management at the planning stage of a bullding
development.

= The works departments of the Government had revissd
their specifications to allow the use of recycled
aggregates in road sub-base and low grade concrete.
About 1,000 tonnes of recycled aggregates had been
processed in Novermnber 2000 for tests and trials.

* In August 2000, the Civil Engineering Departmant set
up a termporary sorting facility at Tseung Kwan O fo
recover public fill from mixed C&D materials.

=  The Government has advanced the programme of
the reclamation work at Tuen Mun Area 38 Stage 2
to provide an additional public filling capacity of
4.7 M cu.m in 2001 to 2003,

*  Since Oclober 2000, the Construction Industry Training
Authaority has incorporated a 10- minute session on
minimising C&D materials at construction sites in its
one-day Green Card courses.

« The Envirenmental Protection Department has
launched a test web-site: http:/fwww.info.gow.
hkfwro/cdm since October 2000 to promote
construction and demolition material minimisation.
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Progress of Waste Reduction Task Forces / Working Groups
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Progress of Waste Reduction Task Forces / Working Groups

WO EYMIEE / TENEnER

The Government

The Task Force has focused on Initiatives such as
environmentally responsible purchasing, consumption,
packaging and recycling. Progress was made in 2000
in the following areas;

Waaste separation bing et
digrcal gurvernment joind-user
affice building

TEBE S A 20 R
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In 2000, the Government Suppliies Department (G50
introcdiuced more paper products with recycled content
e.q. recycled toilet paper and jumbo rolls. The
propertion of recycled photocopying paper consumed
has increased fo about 35% since the introduction of
racycled photocopying paperin late 1989,

Procurement specifications for 31 categories of
governmeant bulk purchase items {2.9. paper products,
batteries, paints, Ink cartridges) were reviewed. GSD
will take into consideration the recommeanded green
specifications when tendsrs arg Initiated for stock
replenishment.

The Finance Bureau st out new guidelines on green
purchasing for implementation across all government
departments and bureaux in Novembar 2000.

A wab-page “Green Tips® has baen developed under
G50's Homepage to disseminate information on
environmentally responsible purchasing.

A trial using retreaded tyres has been carried out for
medium and large vehicles in the governmeant fleet,

Waste separation bins for paper, aluminium cans and
plastic bottles have been set up in all B1 government
guarters and extended to 31 government joint-user

office buildings. ()
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Progress of Waste Reduction Task Forces / Working Groups
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The Airport Community

The Task Force, aiming to promote waste reduction
intiativas within the Airport Community, has launched the
following programmes in 2000:

Recycling programme of the Airport Authority has
been extended to cover also foner cartridges and
spent lubricating oil.

The monthly averagse quantity of materials recoverad
from the premises of the Airport Authority and the
government departmants at the airport have been
increased from 45 tonnes in 1939 {Sept o Deac) to 58
tonnes in 2000 {up to Oct).

Since April 2000, the staff of the Airport Authority {AA)
and EPD have started visiting private tenants of the
airport community and found that their major concern
was the lack of collection service for the small quantity
of recyclables they generated. In this regard, the AA
would explore the feasibility of providing some extra

space in their waste compactor station to collect the

recyclables from the airport tenants.

Membership of the Task Force has been expanded
to include 5 major franchisses.
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Progress of Waste Reduction Task Forces / Working Groups

O EYMIEE / TENEnER

The Recycling Trade

Since Its set up in March 2000, the Task Force has bean
studying the methods to calculate the guantities of
recoverad materials for waste paper, plastics and metals.

A pilot recovery progamme of collecting plastic bags from
a street in Mongkok and a shopping centre in Kowloon
was being considered to reduce the disposal of plasiic
bags by commercial retail outlets.

The tenders for renewal of contracts for the operation at
the Public Cargo Working Areas (PCWAS) for exporters
of recovared materials have been awarded. All the existing
exportars could retain their working berths in the PCWAs
with & new 3-year contract,

Some members of the Task Force also organise visits
ta recycling facilities. On 14 October 2000, they visited
twe recycled paper manufacturing factores in Dong-guan
in the Mainland. The two factories produce a total of & 000
tonnes of cormugated paper boxes per month. @
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Progress of Waste Reduction Task Forces / Working Groups
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The Public Transport Sector / Club Houses

The waste reduction programme has also been extended
to cover the public transport sector and club houses.

The working group for the public transport sector was
formed in April 2000 to promote waste reduction and
recovery in offices and terminals of major public transpert
companies. Waste paper separation bins are now available
in all KCA stations, Star Farry piers, soms MTH stations
and bus terminals for passengers’ use.

Ta help major clubs in Hong Keng to organiss wasle
recovary programmes and environmental campaigns,
EPD conductsd a workshop in October 2000 and attended
the Club Managers' Association (CMA) Meeting in
November 2000. Through these two events and
subszequent liaisons, over 30 clubhouses were briefed
of the Government's waste reduction initiatives and
technical supports available. )

Different kinds of wasre separation bing
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Wasie reduction workshop held in

November S0 for club houses

E-OOOE—H i aritesE

PR A TR
=
A bafing machine for cardboard
in Rorpael Hong Kong Yachs Club
7 A PN o P 2 i R

Conran towel roll ix wied 1o replace paper
hard powels ar Kowloon Clicker Clih

L ACKR oy 5 48 R A 0 BT B8 P
FiE



WasTE n5 RESOURCES

aERA R

Packaging Waste
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Testing Guideline on the Degradability and
Food Safety of Containers & Bags

EPFD launched the'Testing Guideiine on the Degradability
and Food Safety of Containers & Bags'and the associated
registration scheme on 29 December 2000,

Press Bricfing for the Launching of the Testing Guideline on 29.12.00
SOOCHE T S A H R B T T T S

The testing guideline and the critena were developed by
making reference to existing local and international
relevant standards and local environmental conditions.
The Testing Guideling covers food safety, degradabllity
and physical performance of the concarned products.
Relevant criteria have also been developed for degradable
products. The public could make an informed choice of
products that meet the developed criteria. Relevant
information is available under the "Wastae" Section in the
EPD website: hitp:/iwww.info.gov.hk/epd. &)

| Part 2 Tealing Methods
Tha Py st abeold b semad It Ity dabukty
ifed plitecal pd BT feiel o eomilineis s il i The detile el freibdilies of v
| mating rraihods e cesoribad . thes sl pages,

M sisat, fovnrad bAgsntion Tee b Trial Dreomn Sashad

Suppliers of "d-eg'mﬁlbk" products may row make rgfmnc'e-:o the Testing
Cruideline in verifving the performance of their producis
TR AR R F W] - B ERTAE

aRLAEmERERRDE2REES]

BREE_OOOCE+-AZ+AHMH "#8E
#rREEEERMEZEAEES , RERSELA
B -

Clalmed “degradable” products
B TR &UEER

REiEs R RIS RERANERERRNALEER
AHIEAE@METIL - RISES I AETMESNED
- REERMEEE  HRTRRESHES
PREE EHRTEANLEESFSSHENE
#ofEMFHERE - ARENCEARREEEE

E("Efh, 4E) : http://www.info.gov.hkiepd = &)




WhasTE a5 RESOURCES

SEAE L

Packaging Waste
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EPS vs, Degradable Products

brought about the emergence of expanded
polystyrena (EFPS)
alternatives such as food
and drink containers in the
market. Similar to ERPS,
these aternatives are also
disposable products. From

an environmental point of -
view, the use of any type =
of disposable products ﬂ =
should be avoided in the H‘i‘i g
first place as they would g o
generate more solid wasie E
requiring dispesal in the IE' LL
end. O

The major claim of EPS
alternatives is their
degradability. These so
called "degradable"
products ars usually made
from natural materials
such as comstarch, sugar
cane, reed, grain husks
and other plant fibres. @

The increase in public emvironmental awareness has
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Plastic Bags for Newspaper

EPD has been working with relevant sectors to reduce
packaging wastes. The "No plastic bag, please’ Campaign
has been able to reduce the distribution of newspaper
plastic bags by around 10-30%. In 2001, the programme
would be extended to supermarkets, the retail sector and
also wet markets. &)

Press brigfing for the
“Grreen Chellenge -

No Plastic Bay, Please!” P
Contpaign
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Waste Bulk Reduction
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Electrical Food Waste Composter ETaPEZEIES

There is a growing awareness of food waste reduction
in Hong Kong. Electrical food waste composters for
treating food waste at source are available in the markat.
The capacity of the electrical composters ranges from
1 kg per day (for domestic use) to over 1 tonne per day
{for commercial and industrial use).

In order to understand the effectiveness of these
composters on the food waste in Hong Kong, EPD has
installed a domestic-size electrical composter (capacity
= 1 kg per day) in our office at Kennedy Town.

Food waste including food leftovers, fruit skins, coffes
ground and tea leaves generated are put into the machine
everyday. Under normal circumstances, most of the food
waste can be digasted within 24 to 48 hours by bacterial
actions. After a few months, when the bacterial activity
ceases, the residua of the electrical composter is collectad
for use in cur garden as fertilisers. @
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DOs and DON'Ts TSI HIA T LI EE ARSI ER

DOs af
«Fish and fish bone BAERE
» Egg and egg shell EREH

« Meat B R

« Vegetable i 3%

* Fruit KR

* Bread B

* Rice * 6

« Noodle m

* Crab and shrimp shel| % R

DON'Ts Farld

. Paper s

»Large bones KB REH

- Wood )

« Plastic W

 Metal =N

» Ceramic fi =

« Glass I

+ Medicine B

s Chemicals {EE 5
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+ Liguid such as s AN R
soup, milk and julce BT

The outlook af the electrical composter
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Do You Know?
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Hecycled Products EEBESEm

Separated wastes can be used to produce useful products  EFWMFASE TIREES BAEEENYE - o
such as outdoor benches, picnic tables, litter bins, FUOER - BES -« 10B% - SSBiae « w0 -

playground mats, stationery, photo frames, bags, caps,

pallets, clathes and umbrellas {made from PET bottles). O EE | WR- ERABAR(EREREER
D . wum) . @

F'.l:aly,u iR mats made Pallers made from waste paper
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Cutdoer benches
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Picric tables
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Education and Publicity
HEREMAIE

WhasTE A5 RESOURCES
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District Council Liaison

EPD is working continuously with District Councils to
enhance public awareness and participation In waste
raduction at the district level. In 2000, EPD attendad maore
than 18 District Council and their sub-committees
meatings, building managament seminars and carnivals
to introduce the Waste Reduction Framework Plan (WRFF)
and solicit their support for waste reduction and recoveny.

2000 Hong Kong Environmental Protection
Festival

Al the 2000 Hong Kong Environmental Pratection Festival
held an 26 Movermber 2000, the staff of ERPD introduced
the Government's waste management facilities and waste
reduction/recovery initiatives to primary schoal studants
in the workshop station of *“Waste as Resources”. A brigf
account of EPD's education and publicity programmes
{e.g. colour scheme of the waste separation bins and
provision of waste separation bins/facilities at pubfic and
private argas) is also given to the students. The EPD staft
also showed them a video on waste reduction and
recycling and 3 publicity short films on waste reduction.

Kick-gff Ceremony at 2000 Hong Kong Environmental Provection
Festival
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A building marnagement seminar held ar
Tuern Mun town Hall on 4. 11 2000
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Folar cooker showa in e Eco Gallery

B R A R RE R A

WasTE A5 RESOURCES

BERE BL

Education and Publicity
HEREMIE

35th Hong Kong Products Expo

The Chinesa Manufacturer's Association of Hong Kong
has infroduced somea environmental elemeants fo the 35th
Hong Kong Products Expo held from 16 December 2000
to 8 .January 2001. The emvironmental programme includad
the setting up of an Eco Gallery 1o promate emvironmenial
awarenass of visitors. EPD has actively participated in
disseminating the message of environmental protection,
particularly waste reduction, to the visitors and has
successiully soliciied their support through its “wasiz
separation gamas" and demonstration of display boards
and landfill modals.
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Resonrce collecting demaonstration

B

The Eco Gallery has given a refrashing and educational
insight to the visitors on many interesting Eco
Technologies. The visitors had a change to lzarn about
taechnologies like making clothes and umbrellas from
Polyethylens Tersphthalate (PET) bottles, the means of
reducing Expanded Polystyrene (EPS) in varous diffarent
ways and the existence of photocatalytic materials which
can destroy bacteria by simple sunlight.

In the event, environmental shopping bags and publicity
leaflets on waste reduction were distributed to visitors
to encourage them to use less plastic bags and reduce
waste, Magnets with the waste reduction hotline were
also given out to Interested parties.

It is estimated that over 13,000 people including student
groups specifically plannad to visit the Eco Gallery have
visited the EPD booth, The "waste separation gamea” was
successiul in capluring our young people's interest in
waste separation.

BISEEFEER IS ImERES

FHETEHERSORBEREEAG-_C00SE
+ZA+ABEZOC—5—RA/N\BEBfTRE35E
EERETEHARES#TN - BEEFENEIESR
THEER LEEEBEENEGAEN - BEENH
EEEELED  HEBETHEGENE  BIE
EERSENES c BEEEESEALET TENS
s, - EYBREANHARET  FEEBREW
MFEE

BRERTHSHREARNERNE  S2HREE
B—# - #uTH 2RET USSR B AEE
HMEBHNEREAER - SER O ERAREAR
BO73E + LB SR O R L o o o] 12 B O T HE 4
JH -

BEREMZBERVERBNERGHSSES
BT R A S R Y - MR R E R
EEBRAIS TR -

WEE - HEEE13,000 A ZRRFHRCE2W
EROESErEERERENRINN - BRE
B TSN HEFSREMARSD - 6
SIS s MR RE - &)

The public playing the
“wasle separation game"
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Announcements
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Demonstration Scheme (DEMOS)

DEMOS as a new type of project eligible
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for the Emvironment & Consenvation Fund
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(ECF) and Woo Wheelock Green Fund ot 32 40 7 7 i
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was launched by the ECF Secrstariat on L M
31 December 2000. This Scheme
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encourages the adoption of new e
tecﬁnplngm; on waste mu.nlrmsahan and e —
recycling which could be introduced and m MR LEE
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application forms fram EFD, ECF FELY 1 LT B A PR B S E FTERE @4 2info

Secrefariat or ECC Secretariat. The forms e
can also be downloaded from info.gov,

gov.hi/efb/board/index02.him.
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WastewiSe Scheme AR
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The objective of the Scheme is to help
Hong Kong companies in adopling @
mieasures to reduce and manage the waste ‘ﬁ“

they produce as well as to reward tham
for their efforts.
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Publicity leaflet on DEMOS : = —EE B 110
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By January 2001, over 110 organisations

have joined the Scheme. The participating companies
comea from a wide range of sectors such as construction
industry, property management, utilitiss, manufacturing
industry, restaurants, depariment stores, hostels/hotals,
enginsernng services, schools, hospitals, and govemment
dapartmeants.

Owver 25 participants have chosen and set their realistic
and achievable waste reduction targets; most of them
completed the interim reviews satisfactorily by December
2000. Some of them have also undertaken the annual
assessment and have succsessiully achleved the targets.
The first batch of Wastewi$e logos would be awarded
to these pioneer Wastewife members In sarly 2001. @
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