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1947

A gift of £ 14,000 from the Lord Mayor of
London's Air Raid Distress Fund was donated
to the Hong Kong Social Welfare Council. The
Council then agreed to use the donation to
establish a sub-committee and to initiate a
housing scheme for workers and their families.
The sub-committee later became the Hong
Kong Housing Society.

1948

The Housing Society was formally established
with the aim of providing self-contained homes
for families in need at non-prohibitive rates.
On 17 April, its first official meeting was held,
attended by members of the Social Welfare
Council, Bishop Hall and concerned citizens,
Sir CY Kwan, Messrs | M Tan, A Cheung, C
G Memoth, E Sainsbury and 1 Finnie,
Reverend T F Ryan, Professor Robinson and
Ms Scott-Moncrieff.

1951

The Housing Society was incorporated by
Ordinance with its own Constitution.

1952

The first rental estate Sheung Li UK,
Shamshuipo was completed on a site granted
by Government at a concessionary price. The
Housing Society was provided with a low
interest loan repayable over 40 years. The
estate was redevel oped and renamed in 1995 as
Cronin Garden.

1968

The provision of low interest loans ceased,
though Government continued to grant land for
rental estates at one-third of the full market
value. Moving into the 70's, to complement
Government's greater role in the provision of
public housing, the Housing Society took the
lead to create other housing options to meet the
changing needs of the community.
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1974

With a $100 million starter loan to be repaid by
1994, the Housing Society launched the Urban
Improvement Scheme for redevelopment of
slum properties in decaying urban areas. The
Housing Society pioneered the concept of
professional housing management.

1976

The first Urban Improvement Scheme project
— Block A of Mei Sun Lau in Kennedy Town
— was completed.

1986

The first rural public housing project in Tui
Min Hoi Chuen, Sai Kung, was completed.

1987

The Housing Society launched the Flat-For-
Sale Scheme to provide low-to-middie income
families with quality flats at concessionary
prices.

1992

The first Flat-For-Sale project. Clague Garden
Estate at Tsuen Wan, was awarded a Certificate
of Merit by the Hong Kong Institute of
Architects.

1993

The Housing Society was appointed by the
Government to implement the Sandwich Class
Housing Scheme to assist middle-income
families to purchase flats, Sandwich Class
Housing Loan Scheme was launched in August
1993.

1994

The Housing Society launched the Sandwich
Class Housing Scheme and invited applications
for the scheme's first project— Tivoli Garden in
Tsing Yi. In the same year, the Housing Society
raised funds from the financial market for the
first time by issuing $2 billion Floating Rate
Note.

1995

The first Sandwich Class Housing Scheme
project, Tivoli Garden, was completed.



