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No break for victims

as deluge continues

Charities rally to help families affected by floods

By Chester Yung, Edward Chan
and Joyce Li
Hong Kong ihtad
FLOODS swept actoss large parts of
the New Territories for the fifth
coosecutive day yesterday — with the
threat of more to come — as a
government  official pledged they
would be a thing of the past within two
years,

Secretary for Worls Lee Shingsee
reiterated that flooding would continue
until flood-control works were com-
plete. But after that there would be no
more serious flooding once the bulk of
the §7 billion project was completed in
2003.

He was speaking after a red rain-
storm warning — the third since Friday
— closed schools while flood-weary
New Territories villagers watched the
waters fise acound their homes yet
again.

And with more heavy rain forecast
until Friday, the was no relief in sight.

The heaviest downpour yesterday
occurred in Tung Chung aad Tai Lam

Chung where more than 200 milli-
metres were recorded. More than
100mm fell over parts of Kowloon and
Hong Kong Island, Sham Tseng, Lantau
Island and Tsuen Wan.

More than 100 families were affec-
ted in 28 flooded areas reported across
the SAR, with the porthern New
Teritories again being the worst hit

Fire Services rescuers attended
seven flood-related calls and rescued a
couple in Yuen Kong San Tsuen, Yuen
Long, and 2 woroan in Ngau Au Tsuen,
Tung C

A Ms Tam, who has lived in Tin
Ping Shan Tsuen for 20 years, said she
would have to spend thousands of
dollars cleaning and repairing her two-
storey hame afer its lower level was
filled with water for two days.

“Floodwaters poured info my house
and wrecked all my electrical ap-
pliances,” said Ms Tam, who lives in the
house with her husband and two
daughters.

The waler started pouriag into the
first level of Ms Tam'’s house about 7am

on Saturday, taking just three hours to
flood the entire floor and encroach up
the stairwell to the upper floar.

Ms Tam and a daughter were
evacuated by rescue hovercrafi.

She said that the deluge began on
Thursday —~ when an amber warning
vias hoisted, She and ather villagers had
not taken any precautions, believing the
prevention work would protect Lhem.

But as well ag suffering two dam-
aged fiidges, air-conditioners, washing
machine, beds, closets and blankets, she
also lost her cat.

Although floodwaters had ebbed
yesterday, her home was smelly and
mosquito-ridden.

“Most of the kitchen utensils floated
away,” she said after retumiog home
yesierday moming.

“We don't have electricity or water
because the water pipe is cracked and
the electric meter damaged.”

Thirteen ips were reported
yesterday in the New Territories,
including Tai Po, Sai Kung, Yuen Long
and Fan Ling,

About 430am, a car was washed
down a water channel at Lung Yue

Road near Tai lam Chung Country

Park but the driver and a passenger
managed Lo escape.

A government task force set up to
tackle the flooding problem, will have
its first meeting tomorrow. Mr Lee,
who will chaic the meeting, said it
would look at ways to improve the
drainage system.

Director of Home Affairs Shelley
Lee Lai-kuen said flood victims could
feceive $1,000 from the Geperal
Chinese Charities Fund, to a maximum
of $8000 per family.

By yesterday, the department had
given out $160,000 to 49 families.
Seventy families had registered with
various government departruents, in-
cluding the Department of Home Af-
fairs, Department of Social Welface and
the Housing Department.

‘Yan Chai Hospital, Pok Oi Hospital
and Golden Jubilee Together Charity
Foundation also pledged to offer
financial support of up fo $1 million,
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ligh-level group has been set
%0 review measures to ease
vding in the New Territories,
nald Tsang Yam-kuen said
terday.

[he announcement came as
ireman was almost swept
ty in Ta{ Po during an opera-
L to e:acxnme 10 trapped vil-
s ar Lung : '

The new group%:gld wuork
mprove the problem before
end of the rainy season, the
ef Secretary for Admin-
idon said.

t will include officials from
Warks Bureau, Territory De-

'pment Department and i) ’
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coming one or two years — be-
. fore the work has been complet-
ed - flooding could occur.”

He said the Government
would study how it could speed
up the wark.

Large areas of the northemn
New Territories remained
flooded yesterday after five days
of torrential rain. .

The Observatory raised the
amber rainstorm waming, sig-
nalling potential heavy rainfall,
at 8.20am.

Thirty-one flooding reports
came .in, all in the .New
Territories,

Two landslip incidents oc-
curred, at about noon in Par
Heung and Sai Kung, but no one
was injured.
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districts including Tsuen Wan

and Fanling.
The fireman almost swept
away in Tai Po was ed by

two-metre deep floodwater dur-
ing an evacuation effort at Kau
Lung Hang.

Fast-flowing water surged
through the. village. Six col-
leagues from the fireman's team
came to the rescue as dra;nﬁc
television footage captured the
incident.

'I'l'u:'yb pulled him out of the
water before resuming the evac-
uation of villagers.

The incident happened soon
after torrential rain hit Tai Po
and Sek Kong at 8am. One vil-
lager said she had rescued three
dogs from her house but several

sets up flood taskforce

lagers from rooftops. The rain-
storm wamning was lowered at
1.30pm. But weather forecasters
said heavy rain and thunder-
storms would continue,

A total of 26 people were
winched to safety by helicopters
on Saturday an 113 ferried to
safety in boats. Thirteen needed
hospiral treatment. "

Director of Home Affairs
gheny Lee Lai-kuslnds;!d yester-

ay payments wo! e'glven to
thgsg affected while compensa-
ton was warked out. “Flooding
is a problem that can be solved
only in the long term,” she said
during a visit to Sheung Shui
and Fanling. She sald $10 mil-
lion would be spemr on flood

cantrol work there this year.
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Villagers plucked to safety as
floods cause chaos across NT

Jo Bowman
and Agnes Lam

Villagers had to be rescued by helicopter
from thelr rooftops yesterday as torren-
tial rain caused widespread chaos and
left large parts of the New Territories
submerged.

Weather watchers say the worst may
. be yet to come, with storms forecast for

the next three days.

Water up 10 two metres deep caused
60 floods across Hong Kong, cuttng off
the Man Kam To border crossing, leav-
ing houscholders stranded and causing
landslides, car accidents and long waffic
jams. A total of 113 people had to be
ferried to safety in boats and 13 pecple
needed hospital treatment.

Several young children were among
g people winched sm safet}}l{ by three

vernment Flying Service helicopters,
which plucked them from Tin Ping Shan
and Shek Wu San Tsuen, Sheung Shul.
and took them to the nearby police

-tralning unit. They then were trans-
ferred by ambulance to hospital, some
with minor injuries.

Firemen used a hovercraft and Civil
Aid Service dinghies to rescue other
villagers from chest-deep water in ather

parts of Sheung Shui.

* Plooding meant all mainland-bound
maffic heading for the Man Kam To
checkpoint had to be diverted to Lok Ma
Chau. Several motorists whose cars
broke down called police for help, and
five landslides caused traffic jams else-
- where in the New Territories.

“We're in big trouble tonight. We

don't even know where to stay,” said
one man who had to abandon his
Sheung Shui home.

Computer programmer Stephen
Chan Shan-ming, 24, said he aban-
doned his atternpts to get 1o work when
knee-deep water around his Kam Tin
home made travel impossible. -

“My brother was gaing to give me a
ride bur his car could not get through
the flood. No cars or minibuses can get
in or out. Passengers on a minibus were
told to get off and walk home and the
minibus had to be towed away,” he
said.

Between midnight and 4.30pm, the
Observatory recorded up to 300mm of
rain in parts of the northern New Terri-
tories. The biggest drenching came
!aibout 10am. when 70mm fell in & single

our.

Drainage Services Department senior
engineer Robin Lee Kui-biu said further

flooding in the northern New Territories
was possible. “We found some isolated
areas where the flood-prevention work
had not been completed or it had not
been started. The flooding risk will
remain,” he said.

Depury Director of the Drainage Ser-
vices Department Raymond Cheung
Tat-kwing said: “The villagers will not
have enough protection against flooding
unti! the construction of the anti-flood-
ing project is completed.”

He said about 10 villages in Yuen
Long would be under threat during
rainy seasons for the next four years.

The and-flooding project is expected
to be finished in 2005.

Hong Kong Observatory duty fore-
caster Cheng Yuen-chung warmed wet
and stormy weather was expected for
the next few days.

» Toddler rescued — Page 4
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Villagers blame drains
contractor for flooding

A government contractor has
been blamed for flooding in a
Yuen Long Village after delays in
pumping out rainwater during
yesterday’s downpour.

Villagers from Pok Wai Tsuen
said repeated calls to the Drain-
age Services Department and its
contractor went unanswered after
torrential rain fell at about 3am.

The village, where an anti-
flooding project is being carried
out, was one of about 10 flooded
villages 'in Yuen Long where
about 100mm of rain was record-
ed between 3am and 8am.

--Villagers said muddy water
started to flood their houses after
3am, reaching 1.5 metres.

One Pok Wai Tsuen villager,
surnamed Fung, and a neighbour

phoned for help at 4am but there .

was no answer. He also claimed
mud from the anti-flooding con-
struction site blocked drains.

The Drainage Services Depart-
ment and the contractor, who
has not been named, had agreed
to help pump out floodwater.

The department'’s senior engi-
neer, Robin Lee Kui-biu, said it
received a call for help at 5.50am
and workers raced to the village.
He said he would have to contact
the contractor to determine if a
call was made earlier.

Mr Lee denied the flooding at
Pok Wai Tsuen was caused by
construction, adding the drains
were not blocked by rubbish or
mud. He said the village was in a
flood-prone area.

But Mr Fung said: “I had re-
peatedly called them since 4am,
but no one came to the village.”

Another villager said he rang
three times, but no one answered.

Mr Lee suspected Mr Fung
had phoned the contractor’s of-
fice and his calls had probably
been left on answering machines.

The Observatory said between
midnight and 2pm more than
100mm of rain was recorded
across Hong Kong, but 150mm
fell in the northwest New Terri-
tories including Yuen Long, Kam
Tin and San Tin.

Up to 4pm yesterday, there
were 34 flooding reports - includ-
ing 25 in Yuen Long - and one

landslide report in Tuen Mun.
Most damage occurred in the
northwest New Territories, where
the water level was up to 1.5
metres. Some roads were flooded
and villagers battled knee-deep
water in an effort to free trapped
vehicles.

Fire crews received four calls
for special services relating to
flooding, including the rescue of
an 85-year-old woman who was
trapped inside a house in Ma Tso
Lun San Tsuen, Sheung Shui.

The woman, who lived alone,
woke up and found her single-
storey house flooded at about -
Sam. She was rescued by firemen
and taken to North District Hos-
pital, where she was in stable
condition. In Tai Po, a 39-year-
old man escaped injuries when a
three-metre tree collapsed on his
hut in Lam Kam Road, Ngau Kwu

- Leng, at about 2.30pm.

The Observatory's senior sci-
entific officer, Chan Chik-cheung,
said a low pressure trough along
the South China coastal area
caused the heavy rain and the
situation would continue up to
the weekend.




