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Labclling of Genetically Modified Foods
Dear Mr L.,

I understand the Legislative Council is about to discuss the labelling of genetically
modificd (GM) foods. As an internationally accredited GM testing facility in TTong
Kong, Ilong Kong DNA Chips L.td would like to offer its support. to members in
understanding the issues presented by labelling GM foods.

Hong Kong DNA Chips Lid is a local biotechnology company that offers a
comprehensive analysis of food samples for the presence of GM ingredients. We usc
the latest technology to detect and quantify the minute amounts of GM ingredients
that may bc presont. We have very rapidly established an cnviable reputation in Hong
Kong and the rest ol Asia as a provider of high quality GM lesting services, so we are
very well qualified to offer advice and guidance on this complex subject.

Regular reports in the local and international media indicate that there is great concern
among food produccrs, rctailers and consumers about GM foods. Despite the many
benefits offercd by GM foods, the public reaction to them is often very negalive.
There is a clear need for all parties in the GM food debale to be better informed.
Through our extensive contacts with the food industry, we became aware of the

confusion and lack of knowledge about the advances in biotechnology and the
implications of upcoming Icgislation. We also found there was a greal concern over
the cost of such a programme and most companies were very keen to find out ways to
limit their expenses. We believe a consistent and well-regulated policy would be well

18056, 18T, Lu Plaza, 2 Wing Yip Street, Kowloon, Long Kong &3 A 80 % 05k R % % 45 184818056 %
Tel T (852y 20112123 - Fax © (852) 21119762 * Fmal : dnachips@dnachip.combk - URL - http:/www.dnachip.com.hk

23-FEB-2021 12:@2 +852 2537 2568 96X P.82



HONG KONG DNA CHIPS LIMITED
S5k 1A LK A PR A 3]

SERVING THE WORLD WITH BIOTECHNOLOGY

]
HKDNA CHIF:S
, (]

received by the food industry.

We understand thal several groups favour:
1) A voluntary labelling scheme; and
2) A threshold for labelling of 5% by weight of GM ingredient.

Our experience in the GM testing ficld indicates that both of (hese suggestions will
nat sufficiently address the concerns raised by the GM issuc. Voluntary labelling is in
csscnce a permit not to label at all, as companics who produce food from GM
ingredients will be reluctant to dcclare this fact on the label in the current anti-GM
climate, especially when their competitors huve no obligation (o follow suit. The
current trend in all responsible jurisdictions that have studied the GM issue is (o
enforce mandatory labelling. This is truc in the Europcan Union in addition to many
Asian countrics, such as Japan, Korea and Taiwan. The only exception is the United
States, where powerlul agriculturc/biotechnology lobbyists have prevented the
necessary legislation hcing passed. One US company produced almost 90% of GM
sceds grown globally in 1999. Hong Kong has no such industry to protect and should
be encouraged to pursue a policy appropriate to local needs.

After reviewing intemational guidclines on the permissible Jevels of GM ingredients
in other countries and territories, we feel that considerable resistance to the 5% limit
for GM content draflied in the Ilong Kong legislation will also be encountered. For
example, the European Union has very stringent testing and labclling requirements for
foad found to contain GM ingredients. The US voluntary labelling threshold is 1%. It
should be notcd that the Japanese and Korean labelling threshold is also 5%, but this
labelling is mandatory. For greater public support and 1o easc acceptlability of food
imports from Hong Kong to Furope, the level for reporting GM content should be
carefully considered.

The time taken to introduce and enforce legislation in Hong Kong may also provoke
action by some groups. Korea and Japan will introduce mandatory labelling of GM
foods in March and April this ycar, respectively. The issuc has only been openly
discussed in these countries for the past 18-24 months. Similarly, in Taiwan, the
decision to procced with GM labelling was discussed and approved in less than 6
months. Some partics may suggest that the speed at which 1long Kong is responding
to this issue is unnecessarily slow and this will only act o increasc the public’s
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concern over GM food. It may be that fears over the technology are behind the delay
in introducing legislation. Current technology available in Hong Kong can detect GM
ingredients at very low levels (0.1% by weight), similar to laboratorics in Tiurope.
Furthermore, some foods containing tho products of GM ingredients, c.g. corn oil, are
exempt from labelling in Lurope directly as a conscquence of the product nature (6il
does not contain DNA or protein). Such an exemption would be understandable in
Hong Kong. A well-designed labelling strategy will have benefits for food producers
and consumers and will cnhance the reputation of Ilong Kong as a major exportor of
quality food products.

As you can sec, the GM issue covers a wide range of complex issues that | have only
touched on here. In order for Hong Kong to have the most appropriate labelling
legislation a wide range of issues necd to be addresscd. As an independent GM testing
centre, Hong Kong DNA Chips Ltd is able to provide all parties interested in GM
foods with balanced information. If you would like further information on GM foods,
e.g. the technology involved, the rcgulatory policies of olher countries, pleasc do not
hesitatc to contact me.

Plcase find enclosed an articlc on “Public concerns and testing of genetically modified
food™ from the 3rd Anniversary Commcmorative Publication of the Hong Kong I'ood
Science & ‘lechnology Association Ltd, which I hope will be of interest.

Sincerely,

A

# Terence I.. T. Lau
General Manager
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Public Concerns and Testing of Genetically Modified Food
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Abstract:

I'he increasing use of GMOs (Genetically Modified Organisms) is one of the most complex issucs challenging the glabal food industry today.

Consumers' concerns and forthcoming legislation in many countries, including Hong Kong and other Asian rcgions, pose unavoidable questions to raw

matcrial suppliers, foud manufacturers, traders, and even retailers. Improper planning and implementation of 9 strategy covering GMO issues may lcad

to unexpectcd market losscs and damage the profitahility. Identifying GMOs in food can be easily achieved by testing the prescnce of transgenic markers

such as the CaMV 358 promoter, NOS terminator, nptll antibiotic resistance marker, or even the specific transgene such as the Round-up Ready gene.

Food companics may consider implementing a prograrn (0 eliminate GMOs in manufacturing processcs in order to label their products with non-GMO

ingredients.
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