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PURPOSE
This paper seeks Members’ support to the proposed site
formation and engineering infrastructural works at Shui Chuen O and Kau
To in Sha Tin.
BACKGROUND
2.
In September 1998, we completed the “Feasibility Study for
Housing Sites in Sha Tin District” which confirmed the feasibility of
housing development at Areas 52 and 56A, and the associated G/IC
facilities at Areas 34, 52 and 56A.
3.
In January 2000, the Finance Committee endorsed the
engagement of consultants to carry out the site investigation and detailed
design for formation and servicing at Areas 34 and 52 in Shui Chuen O and
Area 56A in Kau To at an estimated cost of $45.3 million. The consultants
have completed the site investigation and detailed design work in January
2001. We now propose to seek funds to start the site formation and
engineering infrastructural works.

PROJECT SCOPE AND NATURE
4.
The project scope comprises the following works at Areas 34,
52 and 56A of Sha Tin –

(a)

formation of about 21 hectares of land for
housing, schools and community facilities;

(b)

associated slopes works and drainage works;

(c)

construction of earth retaining structures;

(d)

construction of a 355 metres twin-cell box culvert;

(e)

landscaping works; and

(f)

implementation of an environmental monitoring
and audit (EM&A) programme for the works
mentioned in (a) to (e) above.

Details of the proposed works are shown at Enclosures 1 and 2 (Drawing
Nos ST1996A and ST1997A). The estimated cost of the above works is
$452 million in money-of-the-day prices. We plan to start the works in
August 2001 for completion in January 2004.

JUSTIFICATION
5.
The proposed works at Shui Chuen O are essential for public
and private housing developments to accommodate 5,300 flats with a
population of 17,000, the development of an Indoor Recreation Centre to
serve residents in the district, and the construction of one primary school
and one secondary school in the area. The proposed works at Kau To are to
support the planned residential development comprising mainly private
housing to accommodate 1,600 flats with a population of 4,750.
6.
At the LegCo Education Panel meeting on 15 January 2001,
we undertook to explore the possibility of advancing the availability of
reserved school sites as far as practicable, in order to help alleviate the
shortage of school sites in the territory. The two school sites to be formed
in Shui Chuen O under this project are two of these reserved school sites.

7.
We plan to start the site formation works in August 2001 for
completion in January 2004, followed by infrastructural works in stages
for completion by early 2005.

PUBLIC CONSULTATION
8.
We consulted the Development and Housing Committee of the
then Sha Tin Provisional District Board on the proposed development at
Areas 52 and 56A on 23 February 1999. The Committee did not raise
objection but expressed concern about whether the existing traffic
infrastructure in the vicinity could cater for the population generated from
the proposed housing development. We explained to the Committee that,
according to the results of the traffic impact assessment (TIA), the proposed
development would have no adverse traffic impact on the existing road
network and the planned engineering infrastructure will be adequate to
support the development.
9.
We also consulted the Development and Housing Committee
of the Sha Tin District Council on the infrastructural works at Areas 34, 52
and 56A on 27 June 2000. The Committee supported the proposed works
but expressed concern about the potential adverse traffic impact generated
by the proposed housing development. In this regard, the Committee
requested Government to widen a section of Shui Chuen Au Street near the
Pok Hong Estate to meet the increased traffic generated by the
development. Having reviewed the results of the TIA, we concluded that
this section of Shui Chuen Au Street would have adequate capacity to cater
for the proposed housing development at Area 52. On the other hand, we
have already included in our project widening of the section of Shui Chuen
Au Street to the south of Sha Tin Road, which is at present a sub-standard
road. The Committee also requested Government to provide a lay-by at
Shui Chuen Au Street near Pok Hong Estate. The Transport Department
will study how best to meet this request in the traffic scheme of the Sha Tin
Wai Station of the Ma On Shan Rail.

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPLICATIONS
10.

We completed an Environmental Assessment (EA) Study in

September 1998. The Director of Environmental Protection has vetted the
study report and agreed that the works would not have adverse long-term
environmental impacts.
11.
The key environmental mitigation measures set out in the EA
for the site formation works at Areas 34, 52 and 56A include the use of
silenced plant and noise screening, dust suppression by water spraying on
unpaved roads, the use of detention basins for collecting site run-off,
avoidance of disturbance to ravine habitats as far as practicable, and
restoration of woodland and shrubland by replanting, where necessary. We
will incorporate all the mitigation measures recommended in the EA into
the works contract. We have included the costs of landscaping works
including hydroseeding and the planting of about 70 000 seedling trees on 9
hectares of new and reconstructed slopes in the project estimate for the site
formation works. Before population intake of the housing development, we
will provide 400 metres of noise barriers along Sha Tin Road and 30 metres
of noise barriers along the new access road within Area 52.

LAND ACQUISITION
12.
The proposed works do not require any land acquisition. The
clearance of the government land for the project will require the
termination of six Short Term Tenancies, including three open storage sites,
two garage maintenance depots and a shooting range.

WAY FORWARD
13.
Subject to Members’ support, we plan to seek the Pubic Works
Sub-Committee’s endorsement for upgrading this project to Category A in
April 2001.
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