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LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL  BRIEF

Fixed Penalty (Traffic Contraventions)(Amendment) Regulation 2001
Fixed Penalty (Criminal Proceedings)(Amendment) Regulation 2001

Electronic Payment of Fixed Penalty Ticket

INTRODUCTION

Under section 25 of the Fixed Penalty (Traffic Contraventions)
Ordinance (Cap.237) and section 11 of the Fixed Penalty (Criminal
Proceedings) Ordinance (Cap. 240), and section 28(1)(c) of the Interpretation
and General Clauses Ordinance (Cap. 1), the Secretary for Transport is
empowered to make and amend regulations to specify the persons to whom and
the places at which a fixed penalty ticket (FPT) may be paid, and the manner of
such payments.

2. In exercise of this power, the Secretary for Transport has made the
Fixed Penalty (Traffic Contraventions)(Amendment) Regulation 2001 and the
Fixed Penalty (Criminal Proceedings)(Amendment) Regulation 2001 at
Annex A.

BACKGROUND  AND  ARGUMENT

3. Every year, some 1.5 million FPTs are issued under the Fixed
Penalty (Traffic Contraventions) Ordinance and the Fixed Penalty (Criminal
Proceedings) Ordinance.  They can be paid either by post, or in person at
counters of the Sub-Treasury Offices or Magistrates’ courts or District Offices.
At present, electronic payment option is not provided for the settlement of FPT.

4. Members of the public can use electronic payment methods
(including Automatic Teller Machine (ATM), payment by phone and the
Internet) to settle a wide range of Government bills such as taxes, rates and
Government rents, water charges, repayments of student loans, etc.  Given the
success in launching electronic payment for other Government bills, and the
significant number of FPT issued each year, the Administration considers it
appropriate to provide electronic payment options for the settlement of FPT.
This would provide more convenient payment channels to the public.  Also, it
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helps to achieve cost savings by reducing the demand for manned service
counters.

5. It is Government’s policy to promote the use of information
technology.  With the launch of the “Electronic Service Delivery” Scheme in
2000, the public are getting used to transact businesses with the Government
on-line.  In the context of the publication of the 2001 Digital 21 Information
Technology Strategy in May 2001, the Information Technology and
Broadcasting Bureau has promulgated a comprehensive E-Government strategy
and has set the target to provide e-option for 90% of public services which are
amenable to the electronic mode of delivery by end-2003.  Providing an
electronic payment option for FPT is in line with the E-Government strategy,
and will contribute to the achievement of the overall E-Government target.
Moreover, the Hongkong Post will launch a “PayThruPost” service for
Government bills to take over the counter collection service currently provided
by the Sub-Treasuries and certain District Offices.  It is considered appropriate
to extend the “PayThruPost” service to cover the settlement of FPT.

6. As the payment methods of FPTs are prescribed by legislation,
amendments to the Fixed Penalty (Traffic Contraventions) Regulations and the
Fixed Penalty (Criminal Proceedings) Regulations are required for the
introduction of payment of FPTs by electronic means and through Hongkong
Post’s “PayThruPost” service.

AMENDMENT  REGULATIONS

7. The purpose of the two Amendment Regulations is to provide
electronic means and introduce Hongkong Post’s “PayThruPost” service for the
payment of FPT.  The Amendment Regulations spell out in detail the method of
FPT payments by electronic means and through Hongkong Post’s
“PayThruPost” service and their mode of operations.

BASIC  LAW  IMPLICATIONS

8. The Department of Justice advises that the Regulations are
consistent with the Basic Law.



-  3  -

HUMAN  RIGHTS  IMPLICATIONS

9. The Department of Justice advises that the Regulations have no
human right implications.

BINDING  EFFECT

10. The amendments will not affect the current binding effect of the
Fixed Penalty (Traffic Contraventions) Ordinance (Cap. 237) and the Fixed
Penalty (Criminal Proceedings) Ordinance (Cap. 240).

FINANCIAL  AND  STAFFING  IMPLICATIONS

11. The non-recurrent expenditure requirement for the enhancement of
the backend computer system is $0.66 million, which is funded under the
Capital Work Reserve Fund (CWRF) Head 710 Computerization Subhead
A007GX – New Administrative Computer Systems (Block Allocation).  The
recurrent expenditure requirement and staff effort will be met by existing
resources.  Based on an estimated 8% take-up of electronic payment in the
initial stage of implementation, we estimated that there will be notional savings
of about $0.28 million per annum in the processing of FPT payment, and the
savings are expected to increase over time with the increase in adoption of
electronic payment in the community.

ECONOMIC  IMPLICATIONS

12. The proposed legislative amendments to provide the electronic
payment option for FPT payment will enable members of the public to make
payments in a convenient and user-friendly manner on an “anywhere and
anytime” basis.  There will thus be savings in social costs, in terms of time
saved for making FPT payment.

LEGISLATIVE  TIMETABLE

13. The Amendment Regulations will come into effect on 1 November
2001.
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PUBLIC  CONSULTATION

14. The Administration consulted the Legislative Council Panel on
Information Technology and Broadcasting on the E-Government strategy on
28 May 2001.  The Panel noted that the Administration’s target is to provide e-
option for more public services with a view to achieving the over E-
Government target.

PUBLICITY

15. The Amendment Regulations will be gazetted on 6 July 2001.

Government Secretariat
Transport Bureau
5 July 2001
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FIXED PENALTY (TRAFFIC CONTRAVENTIONS) (AMENDMENT)
REGULATION 2001

(Made under section 25 of the Fixed Penalty (Traffic
Contraventions) Ordinance (Cap. 237))

1. Commencement

This Regulation shall come into operation on 1 November 2001.

2. Payment of fixed penalty

Regulation 3 of the Fixed Penalty (Traffic Contraventions) Regulations (Cap. 237

sub. leg.) is amended -

(a) in paragraph (1) -

(i) by repealing subparagraph (a) and substituting -

"(a) by post addressed to the Treasury, P.O.

Box No. 28000, Gloucester Road Post

Office, Hong Kong;";

(ii) in subparagraph (b) -

(A) by repealing sub-subparagraph (i) and

substituting -
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"(i) at any Post Office other than a

post office letter box or a mobile

post office; or";

(B) in sub-subparagraph (ii), by repealing "or";

(C) by repealing sub-subparagraph (iii);

(iii) by adding -

"(c) through any automated teller machine of

a bank;

(d) by phone by using the service

commonly known as the Payment By

Phone Service; or

(e) through the Internet.";

(b) in paragraph (2) -

(i) by repealing "(1)" and substituting "(1)(a) or (b)";

(ii) by adding "in accordance with the payment

instructions as set out in the notice" before the full

stop;

(c) in paragraph (6), by adding "in accordance with paragraph (1)(b)"

after "penalty".

3. Schedule amended

The Schedule is amended -

(a) by repealing Forms 1 and 2 and substituting -
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LIST OF CONTRAVENTIONS

The motor vehicle was–
(Code No.):

(01) Parked causing an unnecessary obstruction of a road or danger to other
persons using the road (section 4).

(02) Stopped within the limits of a zebra crossing (section 5).
(03) Stopped in a zebra controlled area (section 6).
(04) Parked other than in an authorized parking place (section 7(1)).
(05) Parked on a pavement, pedestrian way, central reservation, verge, hard

shoulder or traffic island (section 7(2)(a)).
(06) Parked so as to obstruct vehicular access to or from premises adjacent to the

carriage-way (section 7(2)(b)).
(07) Parked so as to obstruct access to a fire hydrant from the carriage-way

(section 7(2)(c)).
(08) Parked in a parking place in contravention of a traffic sign or road marking

(section 8(1)).
(09) Unnecessarily parked in more than one space, or unnecessarily projecting

over any line delineating a parking space (section 8(2)).
(10) Parked in a parking place where parking is suspended or cancelled by the

Commissioner for Transport (section 8(4)).
(11) Parked in a parking place where parking is suspended by the Commissioner

of Police (section 8(5)).
(12) Parked in a temporary parking place contrary to a traffic sign (section 8(6)).
(13) Parked in contravention of no parking traffic sign or road marking (section

9).
(14) Parked in a parking space in respect of which there is a coin operated

parking meter without as soon as possible after parking inserting an
appropriate coin in the meter (section 10(1)(a)(i)).

(15) Parked in a parking space in respect of which there is a card operated
parking meter without as soon as possible after parking using a parking card
or where applicable an approved card for the payment of the parking fee
(section 10(1)(a)(ii)).

(16) Parked in a pay and display parking space without as soon as possible after
parking displaying a display ticket on the inside of the windscreen so that
the ticket shows the payment of the parking fee, the relevant parking space,
the date on and the time until which payment is made (section 10(1)(b)(i)).

(17) Parked in a pay and display parking space beyond the time indicated on the
display ticket as the time until which payment is made or when the display
ticket does not indicate payment for the use of that parking space or for that
date (section 10(1)(b)(ii)).

(18) Parked in more than one parking space in respect of which there is a coin
operated parking meter without inserting an appropriate coin in each meter
(section 10(4)).

(19) Parked in more than one parking space in respect of which there is a card
operated parking meter without inserting a parking card or where applicable
an approved card in each meter (section 10(4)).

(20) Parked in more than one pay and display parking space without displaying
the appropriate number of display tickets (section 10(4)).

(21) Parked in a parking space in respect of which there is a parking meter when
the meter does not indicate that payment has been made (section 11(1)).



Annex A
(page 8 of 21)



Annex A
(page 9 of 21)



Annex A
(page 10 of 21)

(b) in Form 7, by repealing "19".

Secretary for Transport

4 July 2001

Explanatory Note

The main purpose of this Regulation is to amend regulation 3 of the Fixed Penalty

(Traffic Contraventions) Regulations (Cap. 237 sub. leg.) ("the Regulations") to enable

payment of fixed penalty -

(a) to be made in person at any Post Office (instead of the Treasury

Central Collection and Payment Office, certain sub-treasuries and

District Offices in the New Territories); and

(b) to be effected through bank automated teller machines, Payment By

Phone Service and the Internet.

2. Corresponding amendments are also made to the Schedule to the Regulations.
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FIXED PENALTY (CRIMINAL PROCEEDINGS) (AMENDMENT) REGULATION 2001

(Made under section 11 of the Fixed Penalty (Criminal

Proceedings) Ordinance (Cap. 240))

1. Commencement

This Regulation shall come into operation on 1 November 2001.

2. Payment of fixed penalty

Regulation 3 of the Fixed Penalty (Criminal Proceedings) Regulations (Cap. 240 sub.

leg.) is amended -

(a) in subregulation (1) -

(i) by repealing paragraph (a) and substituting -

"(a) by post addressed to the Treasury, P.O.

Box No. 28000, Gloucester Road Post

Office, Hong Kong;";

(ii) in paragraph (b) -

(A) by repealing subparagraph (i) and substituting -
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"(i) at any Post Office other than a post

office letter box or a mobile post office;

or";

(B) in subparagraph (ii), by repealing "or";

(C) by repealing subparagraph (iii);

(iii) by adding -

"(c) through any automated teller machine of

a bank;

(d) by phone by using the service

commonly known as the Payment By

Phone Service; or

(e) through the Internet.";

(b) in subregulation (2) -

(i) by repealing "(1)" and substituting "(1)(a) or (b)";

(ii) by adding "in accordance with the payment instructions

as set out in the notice" after "remittance";

(c) in subregulation (5), by adding "in accordance with subregulation

(1)(b)" after "made".

3. Schedule amended

The Schedule is amended -

(a) by repealing Forms 1 and 2 and substituting -
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(b) in Form 4, by repealing "19".

Secretary for Transport

4 July 2001

Explanatory Note

The main purpose of this Regulation is to amend regulation 3 of the Fixed Penalty

(Criminal Proceedings) Regulations (Cap. 240 sub. leg.) ("the Regulations") to enable

payment of fixed penalty -

(a) to be made in person at any Post Office (instead of the Treasury

Central Collection and Payment Office certain sub-treasuries and

District Offices in the New Territories); and

(b) to be effected through bank automated teller machines, Payment By

Phone Service and the Internet.

2. Corresponding amendments are also made to the Schedule to the Regulations.


