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CS' transcript
e skl gk ke kokok dedkok

The following is the transcript of the Chief Secretary, Mr Donald Tsang's media
session following his address at the Business Week Fifth Annual CEO Forum today
(October 24):

Reporter: {on 24-hour border crossing)

Mr Tsang: Well, first of all let me tell you, it has been a common consensus among
the representatives of the Hong Kong and Macau Affairs Office in Beijing, and our
Hong Kong SAR Government, and the governments of the Guangdong Province and
the Shenzhen Municipality, that we should work towards extending the opening hours,
up to 24 hours if need be. But we must approach the issue pragmatically. Qur position
and the position of the Hong Kong and Macau Affairs Office are identical. There is no
difference in views at all. This is not a question of Hong Kong trying to stop people
from going across the border or coming to Hong Kong using 24 hours facility. That is
not the case, but it is a matter which we must approach pragmatically. We must, first of
all, consider the interest of Hong Kong people and the interest of the people in
Guangdong Province; and their wishes must come first. And we must react to practical
needs, and in that respect I have been discussing with Mr Chen Zuoet, I have been
discussing with the Governor of Guangdong - we meet regularly. Our positions are
identical; there is no difference in position at all. And this is a matter we are continuing
to pursue, but I'm not in a position to comment on individual businessmen's views
predicated on their own investment configurations. So what is importent is what do
Hong Kong people want and we are going to work pragmatically to meet those wishes.

; o business incentives given by Beifing)

Mr Tsang: 1 certainly will welcome closer dialogue and-etdSer co-operation between
Hong Kong and the municipality and our capital Bejjing. There are certainly business
opportunities which Hong Keng people will take. 1 think T will certainly welcome this
and hope p

(Please also see the Chinese portion.)



