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HARMONY HOUSE LTD.

Hon Margaret Ng

Chairperson

LegCo Panel on Administration of Justice and Legal Services
Legislative Council

Jackson Road, Central

June 22, 2002

Dear

RE: Proposed amendments to the Domestic Violence Ordinance (Cap 189)

Harmony House is a non-profit voluntary organization specialized in
addressing issues related to family violence. Since our establishment of the
first shelter in 1985, we have provided refuge to over 5000 women and children.
Based on our experience in working with abused women, we realize that the
community should not only provide refuge to protect the victims, we should
also ensure the safety of women and children through appropriate legislation.
Thc Ordinance specifically enacted to safeguard victims of family violence:
"Domestic Violence Ordinance™ (Cap. 189) was put into effect 16 years ago.
With the passage of time, we realize that the said Ordinance no longer
adequately reflects the changing needs of the victims and the society.
Harmony House has thus, in the past year. initiated a review on the said
Ordinance and drafted the attached proposed amendments.

The attached proposal was drafted by a working group which composes of
social workers, solicitors and service-users. We have also consulted related
social service agencies. Written endorsement was obtained from a number of
non-government organizations.

We shall be grateful if you would kindly review and comment on our
proposal. We shall also forward the said document to the Secretary of Justice,
Ms E. Leung, and members of the Legco Panel on Welfare Services for support
and endorsement.



We look forward to hearing your views and working closely with your
office to advance on the proposed changes.

If any further information is required, please do not hesitate to get in
touch with the wundersigned at telephone: 2794-9300 or e-mail
hhl@harmonyhousehk.or

Sincerely yours,

Margaret Wong
Executive Director

cc. Members of LegCo Panel on Administration of Justice and Legal Services
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