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Attention: Economic Service Panel
Mr. Andy Lau
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1Control of Cosmetic Products

! Arising from safety concerns and reports
of adverse reactions resulting from the
use of cosmetic products, the Centre took
measure to regulate cosmetic products, in
order to protect public health and safety.

In November 1995, the Cosmetic Control Unit (CCU) was setup to
administer regulatory control of cosmetic products, of which the scope covers
the following :

s To ensure that cosmetic products in Singapore are safe and not
injurious to health.

» To prohibit the use of certain toxic substances as ingredients in
cosmetic products.

o To ensure that cosmetic products are properly labelled with batch
markings and listing of ingredients used.

The legislation on cosmetic control consist of the following:

e The Medicines (Cosmetic Products) (Specification and Prohibition)
Order and its amendments

* The Medicines (Cosmetic Products) (Licensing) Regulations 1996

e The Medicines (Cosmetic Products) (Labelling) Regulations 1896

The primary activity of CCU is the
registration of those cosmetic products
which are subject to licensing
requirements, ie.lCategory ”cosmetic
products, namely eye products, lip
products, oral and hygiene products as
well as hair-dyes containing
phenylenediamines (with effect from 1

July 2001). All other cosmetic products are
classified as g

wgwhich includes the following is mandatory for all cosmetic
products sold in Singapore:<

@ Name of cosmetic product
List of ingredients
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» Name and address of importer or local manufacturer
T)* Batch reference -
@- Precautions, if any

Details on cosmetic control can be found in " A Guide on the Control of
Cosmetic Products” at $5.15 (incl. GST) each at: The Cashier , Bik 4 Level 1,
Centre for Pharmaceutica! Administration, 2 Jalan Bukit Merzh Singapore
169547.

Related site: hitp://iwww.asjanconnect.com/T DB/TRS/ccu. htm!

back to top >
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COSMETIC CONTROL UNIT o
MINISTRY OF BEALTH

LEGISLATION
a. The Medicines (Cosmetic Products)
(Specification and Prohibition) Order 1996 and its Amendments
b. The Medicines (Cosmetic Products)
(Licensing) Regulations 1996
¢. The Medicines (Cosmetic Products)

SUBSTANCES . .
e bell. tions 1996
£ RESTRICTED (Labelling) Regula ?
SUBSTANCES e e s ese e e - —
B TYPES OF " £ DEFINITION
) LICENCES Cosmetic products are products intended to be rubbed, poured, sprinkled or
& LICENCE FEES sprayed on, or introduced into, or otherwise applied to, the human body or part
EV GUIDEBOOK thereof for cleansing, beautifying, promoting attractiveness or altering the
B ENOUIRY appearance, and includes a deodorant or any depilatory substance but does not
# OTHER include a soap.
INFORMATION )

€} CLASSIFICATION OF COSMETIC PRODUCTS
Category I Products

a. Cosmetic products for application on the region around the eye, including eye creams, eye

shadows, eye liners and mascaras.
. Cosmetic products for application on the lips, including lipsticks, lip colours and lip creams.
c. Oral or dental hygiene products, including mouth refreshers and dentifrices.

Category II Products

a. Cosmetic products, other than Category 1 products, for application on the hair, scalp, skin
or nails without rinsing, inctuding:-
¢ personal deodorants and antiperspirants;
e skin lotions, including pre-shave, after-shave, ¢au-de-cologne and hand lotions;
e creams and milky lotions, including pre-shave, after-shave, cold cream and
" vanishing cream; :
cosmetic oils;
perfumes (whether liquid, solid or powder form) and toilet waters;
foundations;
cheek colours;
eyebrow colours;
nail make-up preparations (manicure and pedicure products);
_e_hair dyes, bleaches, oils, lacquers, pomades, sprays and brilliantines,
sunscreen, suntan and sunburn prevention preparations;
skin whitening agents;
taleum, face, creamy, pressed, loose, paste, baby and body powders;
hair care products, including hair tonics;
depilatories;
e _hair preparations for permanent waving, setting. straightening or fixing; and
e face packs and face masks. ‘
b. Cosmetic products, other than Category I praducts, for application on the hair, scalp, skin
or nails and which remain in traces after rinsing or use, including:-
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- §) RESTRICTED SUBSTANCES IN COSMETIC PRODUCTS

Substance

Concentl:ation of substance (if any)

Type of cosmetic product
where restriction applies

Arsenic

Not excesding 5 parts per million (by
weight)

Boric acid or
sodium borate

Not excesding 5% boric acid or 5%
sodium borate or 5% of a combination
of both

Copper

Not exceeding 150 parts per million

(by weight)

Hexachlorophene

a. Notto be present in any
concentration
b. Not exceeding 0.1% weight by

weight

a. Cosmetic products for infant
use
b. All other cosmetic products

Mercury

Not exceeding 0.5 parts per million (by

weight)

Safrole

As natural content of essences:-

a. 1in oral hygiene or dental
products other than toothpaste
intended specifically for
children, 50 parts per million
(by weight), and

b. in any other products, 100 parts
per million (by weight).

Not as natural content of essences:-
shall not be present in any amount.

Lead and its
compounds

Not exceeding 20 parts per million (by
weight), calculated in lead

Methyl Alcohol

Not exceeding 5%, weight by weight,

calculated as a percentage of any
Ethanol or Isopropyl Alcohol or both,
as the case may be, in a cosmetic
product.

Methyl Alcohol is only allowed in a
cosmetic product when it is present as
a denaturant of any Ethanol or
Isopropyl Alcohol or both, as the
case may be, in the product.

¥) TYPES OF LICENCES
Category I products are subject to licensing requirements. The types of licences
for Category I products are Product Licence, Import Licence and
Manufacturer's Licence.

£) LICENCE FEES

Matter
Import Licence

Manufacturer's Licence

Product Licence

Application  $20

Issuance $2400/3 years
Application  $20

Issuance

Application  $5

Issuance $30/3 years

On each variation/amendment to a licence $15

Fees

or pro rata amount for cther duration

$2400/3 years or pro rata amount for other duration

)
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2 GUIDEBOOK ,
"A Guide on the Control of Cosmetic Products” is available for sale at $5.00 per
copy from the Cashier, Blk 4, Level 1, Chinese Proprietary Medicine Unit,
National Phamaceutical Administration, Ministry of Health, 2 Jalan Bukit Merah,
Singapore 169547.

£) ENQUIRY
Cosmetic Control Unit

National Pharmaceutical Administration
Ministry of Health

Singapore 169547

Tel: 3255434

% Back to TRS Home Page
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et AZa 8. Ky epgrad arodycts are to be re-exported to other

1Control of Cosmetic Products

1. Lintend to import a cosmetic product for local sale. What regulations do
| need to comply with?

2. 1f my imported products are to be re-exported to other countries, do
they need to comply with the cosmetic legislation?

3. | need to make a Tradenet declaration 1o import a_consignment of
cosmetic products. Dot need prior clearance by Cosmetic Control Unit
for my shipment?

4. Must | send my cosmetic producis for testing? How much do the tests
cost? -

5. | would like to advertise my cosmetic product. VWWhat dolneedto
comply with?

6. Does each individual shade of a range of eyeshadows require g
separate product licence?

7. How do | know whether my product is subject fo advertising control and

how da | apply for an advertising/sales promotion permit?

8. Can | use the P.O. Box address for labelling the address ¢f my
company on cosmetic products imported by my company?

9. Does the expiry date of a cosmetic product need to be labelled?

10. The licence number of = licensed Category | cosmetic product nged to
be |abelled?

11. My cosmetic products are without ingredient listing and importer's name

and address at the time of import. ks it acceptable if | follow up with the
labelling requirements before putting them on sale? -

42. | intend to sat up & factery to manufacture/assemble cosmetics in
Singapore. What are the requirements?

FAQ

1 Q lintend to import a cosmetic product for local sale, What

regulations do | need to comply with?

A Category | cosmetic products including products to be used
around the eye region, on the lips, for cral and dental hygiene
and hair-dye containing phenylenediamine, are subjected to
import licence and product licence requirements.

All other cosmetic products are classified under Category Il
Such cosmetic products do not require cosmetic licences to
import or sell. However, you need to ensure that all cosmetic
products, both Category | and I, do net contain any prohibited or
restricted substances beyond permissible limits and comply with
cosmetic labelling regulations.

back to top >
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Centre for Pharmaceutical AQTIIISUAUGN ¢ my imported products are to be re-exported to other = 7 = =7
’ countries, do they need to comply with the cosmetic '
legislation?

A Cosmetic products that are imported for direct re-export to other
countries are exempt from the cosmetic legistation, subject to
such terms and conditions as may be imposed by the Controlling
Authority.

3 Q 1need to make a Tradenet declaration to impert a
consignment of cosmetic products. Do | need prior
clearance by Cosmetic Control Unit for my shipment?

A Imports of all cosmetic products are auto-approved in the
Tradenet System, subject to compliance with the cosmetic
legisiation.

You can call our enquiry hotline at Tel: (65)-6325 5434 to
request for a copy of our circular to Traders/Freight forwarders,
Cargo Agents and Carriers on preparation of Tradenet permit
applications for cosmetic products.

back to top >

4 Q Must1send my cosmetic products for testing? How much
do the tests cost?

A Under the cosmetic legislation, you will need to send yous
cosmetic product for specified tests and bear the expenses
incurred, if requested by the Controlling Authority. However, you
can also arrange for your cosmetic products to be tested to
exclude prohibited/restricted ingredients.

For cost details, please enquire at the following
laboratories:

Centre for Analytical Science, Heaith Sciences Authority at 11
Outram Road S(168078) (Tel:(65)-6229 0772)

back to top >

5 Q [ would like tc advertise my cosmetic product. What do |
need to comply with?

A You do not need an advertisement permit to advertise your
cosmetic product. However, please ensure that you are able to
substantiate all praduct claims and that your advertisement
complies with the Singapore Code of Advertising Practices. For
additional information on this code, please contact Advertising
Standards Authority of Singapore (ASAS) at Tel: (65)-6375
8062.

€ Q Does each individual shade of a range of eyeshadows
require a separate product licence?

A Yes, each shade has a unique formula and product name and is
considered a separate product from cther shades. it will thus
need a separate praduct licence from other shades in the same
range.

7 Q fiforget to renew my cosmetic licence before the expiry
date, can | still renew it?

A Alllapsed licences are non-renewable. Thus you will need to
apply for a new licence. As such, pleasa monitor the expiry
dates of your licences carefully and allow for sufficient time to
renew the required licences before they expire.

back to top >

8 Q Can | use the P.D. Box address for labelling the address of
my company on cosmetic products imported by my
company?

A - No, you should use the full business/ RCB registered address
only.

back to top >
http://www.hsa.gov.sg/hsa/CP N A_ﬁq_&%?ﬁéﬂspﬁm&tgﬁiﬁﬂf a cosmetic product need to be 2002/5/17
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10 Q

11 Q

12 Q

back to top >

i

D i e of a cosmetic product need to be ~
lahelled?

It is not mandatory under the cosmetic legislation for the expiry
date of a cosmetic product to be labelled on the product.
However, you may state the expiry date on the label, if you so
wish.

The licence number of a licensed Category | cosmetic
product need to be labelled?

The licence number need not be stated on the product label.

My cosmetic products are without ingredient listing and
importer's name and address at the time of import. Is it

acceptable if 1 follow up with the labelling requirements
before putting them on sale?

Yes, you may follow up with the labelling of the ingredient listing
and importer's name and address before any sale or supply of
the products.

back to top >

| intend to set up a factory to manufacture/assemble
cosmetics in Singapore. What are the requirements?

Only manufacturerfassembler of Category 1 cosmetic product
requires a licence. The manufacturer should obtain a set of
Application Form and guide for a Manufacturer's /Assembler's
Licence from the Centre for Pharmaceutical Administration and
familiarise himself with the current ‘Good Manufacturing
Practices'.

Please contact the Manufacturing and Quality Audit Division,
Blk 4 Level 1, Centre for Pharmaceutical Administration, 2 Jalan
Bukit Merah, Singapore 169547, (Tel: (65)-6325 5649 / (65)-
6325 5450) for further clarification.

Health Sciences Authority © 2002 All Rights Reserved. Disclaimer

-






