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S.C.M.P.

Checks on
mainland
farms

Cheung Chi-fal

Hong Kong food hygiene
officers will inspect mainland
farms to see if they meet
hygiene standards before
embracing the mainland's
abolition of export controls on
chilled pork and chicken.

The abolition, in line with
China’s entry to the World Trade
Organisation and effective from
January 1, will open the door to
the importation of chilled meat,
live fish and eventually live
poultry from across the
maintand.

No chilled meat from the
mainland is currently imported.
The supply of most meat
products and livestock from China
s monopolised by the
Guangdong and Shenzhen
authorities.

Following the change, local
farmers fear they will be forced
out of business once large
quantities of chilled meat enter
the local market. They are also
concerned about the hygiene
standards of the meat.

Lily Yam Kwan Pui-ying,
Secretary for Environment and
Food, said yesterday the Food
and Environmental Hygiene
Department was negotiating
with the State General
Administration for Quality
Supervision and Inspection and
Quarantine to discuss
implementing the abolition.

She said the SAR had been
assured that no chilled meat from
the mainland would be allowed
in until stringent controls on food
safety agreed by both sides were
in place. It was not known how
many mainland farms intended
to enter the Hong Kong market.

Local farmers have been
facing competition with chilled
pork exports from Thailand.
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