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Letter tothe Editor of SCMP

Cases of Domestic Violence have been hidden or tolerated for different reasons.
The recent increase in domestic violence, homicides and in child deaths caused
by fatal domestic violence. It was shockingly shameful for this Asian World City.
(SCMP January 25, 2002 captured the horrific homicide suicide case with one
child survived but badly scarred both physically and emotionaly.)

Hong Kong has rightly joined the global community urging for zero tolerance of
violence. Nevertheless do we have comparable legidation; services and trained
personnel to ensure the implementation of such policy of zero tolerance. How
have we been mobilizing and empowering the community to combat and prevent
such social evils from further harming the society. Besides, when children and
families are identified at risk or have simply come forward to seek help, are we
providing prompt and effective services to rescue them from such harm and
stress?

Adequate legal protection is an important contributing factor to effectively
combating domestic violence. However our legal definition of domestic
violence is narrow and outdated. Cases of in-law or sibling abuse are not
adequately covered. Cases of psychological or less physical nature were also
not adequately addressed. Furthermore quality treatment and rehabilitation
program must be provided to victims, abusers and significant members, yet, at
the present moment, lacking in depth and in number. Mandatory rehabilitation
program for abusers has to be considered.

While we should respect and provide protection and assistance to parents and
families so that children can grow in a safe and stable environment, but when life

AowoEOE &£ AR B
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or optimal development of children isin jeopardy, we must intervene decisively
and promptly. Professionals must retain high vigilance to detect risks and to
ensure adequate protection. In order to know whether we are effectively
ensuring protection, start with a Fatality Review Committee to review fatal child
abuse and domestic violence cases. This would enable us to trace
characteristics of family problems and ways of problems handling and through
such experience to prevent future tragedies.

We applaud the current announcement of the increase in budget for socia
security and foster care (SCMP February, 26 2002). However the active
bridging up of families under economic hardship with relevant social service
agencies, government and non-government, must not be neglected. For such
families are often encountering difficulties in other aspects and domestic
violence could be their easy way out.

Experience and training for personnel to take advantage of appropriate options
are significant. The recent case of the handling of the abandoned 2-year old
boy, (SCMP February, 27, 2002) is a good example in hand. We welcome the
increase in foster care placements, yet this 2-year old boy who isin need of such
a placement was not placed with a foster family but in an institution. Whether
it was because of the limitation in number of places or staff attitude, we do not
know. It was sometimes argued that parental consent to place a child in
fostercare is required. In these kinds of situations, no one knows where the
parents or guardians are and emergency fostercare options must be made
available.

We must strive to be proactive, strategic and more effective in strengthening
families before problems arise. Though the government in the past year has
devoted more funding for parent's education, no framework has yet been derived
to strategically coordinate efforts and improve the situation.  Many developed
countries such as Australia, UK and the United States have designated extensive
resources to launch head start projects when babies were born and to fund
specific child abuse and domestic violence prevention projects. We urge the
government to provide necessary support to newborn families through funding
such projects.

There were at least eight motion debates in the Legislative Council and its
Welfare Panel regarding child-care, child protection and children's rights. The
Welfare Panel is looking at the issue of Domestic Violence in the coming week.
We urge for effective action plan to reflect commitments and top priority given to
the adequate protection of children.  While China had passed a resolution to

11



put an end to domestic violence in Hunan Province and launched anti-domestic
violence awareness programs and training of various professionas, (SCMP
March 1, 2000), Hong Kong must not be complacent.

PriscillaLui (Mrs)
Director

Against Child Abuse

1 March 2002
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