E&mmm@aﬁmﬁﬁunm&mg-m
WE—TARE RS R U R OEH
BHERR  GETGAN L EARTER
CRIFRR - — M EER~ F £ TS ke
il EWEMRERRTEES S  #
R - - AR TN B
W+ RS R A — T Nt -
TORHR R 11 W3 0 f 5 In A BB 9 30
1 » R B IR L s BT WE O « 0B B
ORI R .

BATCR] ] R R E BB R i
AMREAUNRE  AEHZA BT

FEAT Y R A S R 6 X
B B RIS - B B i 0
U R0 W R ST I . B A ik

T - B R R B S W
FRRNEHZ—BZOEARLE K
R BRARND - E=MER+T =Rt

#09 "-EUNNRESER  — KBNS A%

—BEHETHAGHN  EEEHTHME
ZFHEEATR (AR)  BEERIEEHE
WEAZE - - :

BE10TEES190

ERERE R W £ MR -\

G AERERA—RAE R
W EREN AN — T At

{5 R B I A4 B S 3 2R T g

T

Drinkers
charged
19 times
vineyard
prices

;

Hong Kong restaurant
customers pay up to 19 times
morte for a bottle of wine than it
costs at the vineyard door.

A Finance Bureau survey of
four hotels and two restaurants
identified large discrepancies in
value for money. Drinkers who
paid more than $1,500 for a
bottle of wine in one hotel got a
drop for which producers
charged less than $100. However,
those who ordered wine with a
similar price at a second hotel got
wine with a vineyard cost of
almaost $500.

A Lan Kwai Fong restaurant
cited by the bureau charged
drinkers $130 for a bottle which
originaily cost $10.
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The survey - attacked as
misleading by industry players —
was conducted to justify an
increase on the duty on wine.

“As the duty is levied on the
ex-factory price of wine, rather
than its far higher retail price,
the actual effect of the proposed
increase in duty will be
minimal,” authorities concluded
in a written submission to the
Bills Committee.

The increase in duty for most
of the wines sold in four hotels
surveyed, along with a
restaurant in Soho and one in Lan
Kwai Fong, accounted for just
1.2 per cent to 3.1 per cent of retail
prices, the bureau said.

The Lan Kwai Fong
restaurant on average charged 10
times more than the vineyard
for wines, the Scho restaurant
seven times and the hotels
between six times and 14 times.

The increase in duty charged
on the factory price, from 60 per
cent to 80 per cent, is
provisional at this stage and needs
io be confirmed by Legca to
become permanent. It was
announced in the March
Budget.

The chairman of the Lan
Kwai Fong Association, Allan
Zeman, said the Finance
Bureau figures were misleading
because establishments in
Hong Kong did not pay the factory
price. Instead they paid
distribution agents whose costs
included government duty and
transport costs, he said.
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