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Subcommittee to Study the Proposed
Accountability system for Principal Officials and Related Issues

Issues raised at the meeting on 4 June 2002
requiring the Administration's response

Declaration of interests

(1) To make reference to the UK Ministerial Code in considering whether a principal
official can be a company director.  Paragraph 122 of the Code stipulates that
Ministers must resign from any directorships they hold when they take up office,
irrespective of whether the directorship is in a public or private company and
whether it carries remuneration or is honorary.  An extract of paragraph 122 of
the Code is attached.

Sponsored visits

(2) To make reference to the practice in the UK in considering whether a principal
officer should make a sponsored visit in private capacity.  There is no reference
to a sponsored visit undertaken by Ministers in private capacity in the UK
Ministerial Code.

(3) To consider drawing up guidelines for principal officials to conduct overseas duty
visits, by making reference to the note issued by the UK Prime Minister on "Travel
by Ministers", a copy of which was circulated to members vide LC Paper No.
CB(2)2185/01-02(02).




