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Since not only the interests of local CASH members but also those of overseas composers
will be affected by the proposed exemption, CASH has sought the opinions of our
affiliated music copyright organisations abroad.  The respondent-organisations’
opinions mainly revolve around the following 3 questions posed to them:

1. Does your copyright law exempt the public performance of music and lyrics by means of

turning on the free radio or TV programmes?

2. If exempted, in your opinion, what are the rationales behind and do you consider that the

exemption violates the TRIPS Agreement and the Berne Convention?

3. If not exempted, do you license the said premises?  And, if you exercise your discretion

not to license the said premises, what are your rationales?

In summary, all the respondent organisations are opposed to the proposed exemptions as

spelled out in paragraphs 4.9(a) & (b) of the Consultation Document both on the grounds of

copyright principle and of international obligations.

The respondent-organisations enclosed herein are :

Country
Organi-
sation Organisation’s full name

Founding
Year

No. of Writer
Members

No. of Publisher
Members

Total no. of
Members

Europe GESAC European Grouping of

Societies of Authors and

Composers

1990 N/A N/A N/A

Ireland IMRO Irish Music Rights

Organisation

1989 3,363 133 3,496

U.K. PRS The Performing Right

Society Limited

1914 34,000 2,500 36,500

Canada SOCAN Society of Composers,

Authors and Music

Publishers of Canada

1990 60,000 10,000 70,000

Australia APRA Australasian Performing

Right Association Limited

1926 32,066 300 32,366

Spain SGAE Sociedad General de Autores

de Espana

1899 58,666 751 59,417

Switzerland SUISA Societe suisse pour les droits

des auteurs d’oeuvres

musicales

1923 15,852 1,182 17,034

Germany GEMA Gesellschaft Fur

Musikalische Auffuhrungs –

Und Mechanische

Vervielfaltigungsrechte

1903 49,255 4,166 53,421

Italy SIAE Italian Society of Authors

and Publishers

1882 56,400 1,870 58,270

Holland BUMA Vereniging BUMA 13,043 664 13,707

Sweden STIM The Swedish Performing

Right Society

1924 37,360 1,934 39,294

Finland TEOSTO Finnish Composers'

Copyright Society

1928 13,129 428 13,557
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A total of 10 overseas organisations have already submitted their opinions to
the HKSAR Government, namely :

Country
Organi-
sation Organisation’s full name

Founding
Year

No. of Writer
Members

No. of Publisher
Members

Total no. of
Members

Worldwide CISAC International Confederation

of Societies of Authors and

Composers

1926 N/A N/A N/A

Europe GESAC European Grouping of

Societies of Authors and

Composers

1990 N/A N/A N/A

Ireland IMRO Irish Music Rights

Organisation

1989 3,363 133 3,496

Canada SOCAN Society of Composers,

Authors and Music

Publishers of Canada

1990 60,000 10,000 70,000

U.K. PRS The Performing Right

Society Limited

1914 34,000 2,500 36,500

Australia APRA Australasian Performing

Right Association Limited

1926 32,066 300 32,366

Spain SGAE Sociedad General de

Autores de Espana

1899 58,666 751 59,417

Malaysia MACP Music Authors’ Copyright

Protection (MACP) Berhad

1989 1,506 68 1,874

Finland TEOSTO Finnish Composers'

Copyright Society

1928 13,129 428 13,557

Italy SIAE Italian Society of Authors

and Publishers

1882 56,400 1,870 58,270

In summary, all of the submissions express objection to the exemptions spelled out

in paragraphs 4.9(a) and (b) of the Consultation Document.  These submissions are

enclosed.
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Immediately upon the release of the Consultation Document, CASH has relayed

the message to all of our members.  In response, 588 CASH members,

comprising of 504 writer members and 84 publisher members, have sent in their

opinions addressed to the Commerce and Industry Bureau.  Upon

consolidation, CASH presents herein these letters of our members in the

Appendix Section.  

Together, these letters represent a unified and concerted voice against the

proposal to grant royalty exemption for the public performance of musical

works and lyrics by means of turning on free radio or TV programmes, no

matter admission fees are charged or not for entering the relevant premises.

The names and relevant information of our most prominent members who have

expressed their views are listed below, followed by a list of our other CASH

members (in alphabetical order) who unitedly wish to have their voice taken

heed by the Government. 

Prominent Members:
Name Year Joined CASH Specialised Music Genre

Joseph Koo 1977 (Founding Member) Popular Music

James Wong 1977 (Founding Member) Popular Music

Lin Xi 1986 Popular Music

Lam Chun Keung 1980 Popular Music

Cheng Kok Kong 1978 Popular Music

Jolland Chan 1980 Popular Music

Chau Wa Kin 1994 Popular Music

Mark Lui 1992 Popular Music

Canny Leung 1991 Popular Music

Jimmy Lo 1978 Popular Music

Poon Yuen Leung 1983 Popular Music

Chan Siu Kei 1986 Popular Music

Chow Loy Mow 1983 Popular Music

Chan Yuen Tung 1983 Popular Music

Loak Him Yau 1986 Popular Music

Kam Pui Tat 1991 Movie Music

Chow Yiu Fai 1989 Popular Music

Chang Mei Yin 1990 Popular Music

Wong Bon Yin 1984 Movie Music

Chan Kwong Wing 1988 Popular Music
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Name Year Joined CASH Specialised Music Genre
Yan Kin Keung 2000 Popular Music

Mak Ho Lun 1988 Popular Music

Hau Chung Yiu Ankh 1997 Popular Music

Lo Jien 1996 Movie Music

Chan Kwok Leung 1993 Popular Music

Fan King Nang 1992 Advertising Music

Romeo Diaz 1983 Advertising Music

Peter Lai 1997 Popular Music

Lau Yee Tat 1985 Popular Music

Gene Lau 1986 Popular Music

Lui Yau Fai 1982 Popular Music

Lui Yau Yiu 1982 Popular Music

Nan Yik Pong 2001 Popular Music

Angela Pang 1999 Popular Music

Peng Ling 1991 Popular Music

Eugene Pao 1987 Advertising Music

Teddy Robin 1979 Movie Music

To Kei Fung 1996 Movie Music

Tsoi Kwok Kuen 1981 Popular Music

Tsui Yat Kun 1984 Popular Music

Conrad Wong 1989 Popular Music

Wong Ka Keung 1986 Popular Music

Yan Hui Chang 1998 Serious Music

Yip Shiu Tuck 1990 Cantonese Opera

Yu Lin 1978 Popular Music

Richard Yuen 1987 Movie Music

Yung Yuet Wah Linda 1997 Popular Music

Chan Wing Leung 1982 Popular Music

Chen Mei Qi 1989 Popular Music

Chan Wing Wah 1980 Serious Music

Chen Ning Chi 1977 (Founding Member) Serious Music

Cheng Shui Fan 2000 Popular Music

Cheung Kwok Chung 1987 Serious Music

Cheung Tat Ming 1998 Popular Music

Danny Summer 1984 Popular Music

Fong Shu Leung 1989 Popular Music

Fung Kang Fai 1985 Popular Music
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Name Year Joined CASH Specialised Music Genre
Fung Tim Chee 1977 (Founding Member) Popular Music

Chim Wai Fung 1978 Popular Music

Kennie Lau 1986 Popular Music

Kong Chi Yan 1991 Popular Music

Kwan Sing Yau 1979 Popular Music

Henry Lai 1978 Popular Music

Edward Lam 1996 Popular Music

Lam Yin Nei 1982 Popular Music

John Laudon 1989 Popular Music

Law Wing Fai 1977 (Founding Member) Serious Music

Lee Wing Hung 1994 Popular Music

Lo Wing Keung 1983 Popular Music

Millward Peter Stephen 1991 Advertising Music

Ou Sun Ming 1986 Popular Music

Siu Ling 1983 Popular Music

Adrian Tsing 2000 Advertising Music

Wang Guo Tong 1994 Serious Music

Wong Ying Wa 1994 Movie Music


