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FEHD meets stevioside Association representatives
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Officials of the Food and Environmental Hygiene Department (FEHD) today (March 23)
met representatives of the "Hong Kong Stevioside Association" which is being formed and explained
clearly to them the statutory definition of artificial sweeteners and the related regulatory provisions.

The representatives of the Association indicated that they understood the relevant legal requirements.

A spokesman for the FEHD said: The Association's representatives told us at the meeting that as
responsible traders, they had recalled from their distributors products which contained stevioside in the
past few days and had undertaken to make further arrangements for consumer level recall.

Both sides also exchanged views on the scientific aspects regarding the safety of stevioside.

The spokesman noted that as an internationally recognised authority, the Joint WHO/FAO Expert
Committee on Food Additives of the United Nations has not yet come to a conclusion regarding the
safety of stevioside. He added that Hong Kong always drew reference from evaluation by the
Committee in formulating its food safety standards.

"The FEHD will monitor closely any future development on assessment of the safety of stevioside by
the Committee.

“In the meeting, representatives of the Association also provided their research materials on stevioside

to the department. We will study these materials in detail and will keep in touch with the Association.

Meanwhile, staff of the FEHD today continued their inspection in various retail outlets, but have not
found any more products suspected to contain stevioside on the shelf.

"As the use of some food additives is permitted in their place of origin but not in Hong Kong, we will
conduct targetted surveillance of those popular food products which may contain such additives," the

spokesman said.

End/Saturday, March 23
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Stevioside ‘linked to
100 food products’

Klaudia Lew an Ells Lae

More than 100 food products in
Hong Kong contained stevioside —
the suspected cancer-causing ar-
tificial sweetener - incly pop-
ular sova sauces and drinks
served in Japanese and Korean
restaurants, a maEnulactorer
clalmed yesterday,

Max Ho Man-wang, chief ex-
eculive of HerbalFit - Holdings
[HE} amd founding member af
the Homg Kong Stevia Associs-
oon, said the recent scare waild
afect more than 1,000 Tapanese
and Korean restaurants in the
SAR as stevioside was the most
common ingredient in rheir
flavearings and sauces,

“'Besides lapanese food prod-
ucts, some products mads in Ko-
rea and Chine alss contain this
naiural sweetener, For example, a
Korean liquor called sake is very
popular tn many Korean res-
auranis,” hMr Ho said,

The disclosure came after two
mare products, Skyslim and
Pocari Sweat Stevia, confaining
the hanned paceiener were e
called yesterday. The wtal nam-
ber of products recalled so far has

resched 16 Mr Ho inststed thag
steviodide was a naniral swesten-
er and safe for consumption, al-
thaugh the Food and Environ-
mental Hyglene Depariment
claims it Is an unsafe, anificial
imgredient that can cause cancer,

Stevioside is extracted from
stevia leaves,

‘About B3 per cent of stevia is
prowm i China,” Mr Hoo said.
"Would the Chinese Government
want 1o karm her people?”

He sald the asociation would
arrange & mesting with the de.
partment 1o discuss the issue

Nﬂmﬂ:ﬂﬂ.ﬂﬂ'de is banned
in Hong b it is legad In Japan
and on the rrmhiaﬂ':l]. It was
banmed by the Undted S1ates Bood
and Drug Administration  over
fears the ingredient could cause
CHRCET.

"The departiment has asked us
to solate and dispose of all the
recalled products. How can they
make this request? You kbow,
stevinglde {8 pot opium. We can
resell them o other countries
sisch & China .. . we have to talk
with the department abouwt this.”

Amy Te= Hoi-see, public rela-
tons manager of Jusea Siores,
said that products containing

steviogide had  been  removed
from the chaln's shelves on
Wednesday,

James %‘a&aﬂu Osugl. presi-
dent of Skydand  Internationsl
Group and manufacturer of
Skyslim, Insisted the company's
products were safe and matural

The manmsfactorer of Pocar
praducts clalmed the drinke con.
faining stevioside were parallel
imparts, shipped (om oversess
agents who have a legitimate Ii-
cence issued by the brand name
owher but who are not the offlcial
local distribunoes.

The otlser 18 recalled products
are Nilwhoro swestener, Eiko
Prown  Crackers, Karirl biscwit
aticks, Glico Chocolate Frere, Milk
Chocolate Prete, Koehesen cuttle.
fish crackers, Tka Mirdn Shoimp
Crackers, MNigsin Cup Beef Udon
nogdles, Nisin Cup Curry Udon
noodles, Nissin Cup Tempura
Udon noodies, EKiku Curtlefish
Crackers, Diet . Pringles Po-
tato Crisps (M Salt Flawour),
Clieo Kizs Mint, Missin UFO
Dumori Yaki Soba Instant Moodle
ared Q)0 Mark Suselleiwsr Spede

#* The Director of Food and
Environmenial Hygiene yesterday
declared & battle against urscru-

ulous businesses who impon

di confaining banned sub-
slances and refuse to recall (hem.

Rita Lau Mg Wai-lan said the
Government would take  pough
action in dealing with food sup-
pliers who import products con-
Taining steviosade,

“The Warld Hesalth Organisa-
tion and Codex |the world's lead-
ing faod safery authaorisy] have am
yet endorsed stevioside as an art
Ecial sweetener. [ anyome claims
it has boen endarsed, show us the
evidence.”

The depattment has 182 siaff
dealing with food surveillance
and spends abaut $50 million a
yoar on this. She said limited re.
BoUrCes meant the department
could not afford 10 test every food
item sold in Hong Kong,

She has ordered il 19 co ]
list of substances that are being
used overseas but are banmed in
the SAR.

The deparmment conducts 1esss
on about 50,000 food semples a

Mrs Lay gafd a new Food Re-
search Labortary, o bhe set up in
a few months, will improve the
department's food safery
performance.
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Closing the loopholes

The row over the use of the artificial sweetener stevioside in
some popular, mainly Japanese, snacks has exposed a Inajor
flaw in the food surveillance programme of Hong Kong and
also, for that matter, Singapore.

Snacks containing the sweetener have been sold in both
places for years, but this did not come tg light until a company
which deals in jt wiole to the Strajts Times asking for

Until then, routine testing of food samples in both places had
dpparently failed to test for stevioside because it was not
declared in the labels.

SAR health officials tried to put on a brave face yesterday,

about 10 commonly used sweeteners.

Admittedly, exhaustive tests to find out each and every
ingredient contained in any sample are both unnecessary and
wasteful. But as Japanese snacks are hugely popular here, a
pra-active health authority should have tried to compare the
food safety guidelines of Japan and Hong Kong to identify gaps
that may highlight areas of concern. Had that been done,
stevioside would have certainly been exposed as an issue and
Japanese manufacturers told not 1o export snacks containing it
‘o Hong Kong. Now that such snacks have indeed been
imported, those responsible should be dealt with according to
the law,

Some manufacturers of such snacks argue that stevioside is

. safe for consumption and is not banned on the mainland,

Korea or Japan. But jt is up to them to change the minds of the
World Health Organisation, which considers it unsafe and
whose ruies Hong Kong follows.

To make the job of detecting banned additives easier,
labelling laws will need to be tightened 10 require manufactyr-

all loopholes uniess (he department changes the objectives of
its tests from looking for whar ig reportedly there to what
should not be there.
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1.2 B BsH(Soy Sauce Cracker)

2IRIG- BT

3.0toufu Jelly(Strawberry Milk Flavour)
4.0toufu Jelly(Orange Yogurt Flavour)

5.0toufu Jelly(Grape Yogurt Flavour)

8.15F

THE

8.Good Taste +ifmk

9.Nnnku Sho Yu Potato Chips

10.Yamayoshi Potato Chips [WL% | B (AEEM)
11.Yamayoshi Potato Chips [WF ] ¥} (FRERE)
12,Yamayoshi Potato Chips [WU35 | Bh (M4 BRE)

RERER

BfE (R RE | SRR

21,UmekaSEEREME

22.Gold kB

23.Tanesei Meiji(Carl Stick Cheese Aji Snack)
24,Snhowa Marumiya(Sesame & Laver Flake)AL 22
25.Tanesei Meiji(Carl Stick Usuaji Com Stick)
BEAS !

26.Saba Misoni (Prepared Mackerel)

BE:

27 2fEmk AT AR

28.Marumiya Noritama# %2

29.Rice Seasoning ‘Marumiya“ Furikake TarakohL£E
30.Fuikake-Tappuri Yakai, % BA5KE%E

31.Meikan Misuzu Hitokuchi San Dry Tofu (Dry Tofu)B98

ARINERESERNE ARG 8-

MURR
38.Pickied Burdock “Shinshin”

30.Pickled Tokai Takanazuke B3E#E

406 MB

41.Tobidase GenkiZRH

2. HEEEE

BERERS

44 Topvalu (B3t %)

45,Marukoshi Yamau Bibinba Pickled Vegetable
B

46. [ £ ] LiGEE AR

47.Salad Dressing OP Dressing Cole Slow

48, [QP | Pankobo Pizza Spread

13.Yamayoshi Potato Chips L% ] BECGHRFAHK) #& 49. [QP ] Pankobo Pizza Sauce
14.98BFHEH R2EHE(RE) 50.Dressing QP

16.Kocha Kan CandyAI3%%fE BDRNAEE) 51.Mayonnaise Pankobo Corn Hayo Spread
16.BAES 34.Hot Lemonade Drink 52. @AM

17.EBI Daigoro CrackerXERB ®. WS

1B.Kameda‘f‘ji No Shin ‘15" Rice Crackerfk:zMZ¥ 35.Sappora Shoyu Ramen Noodle 53.HEMEE

19-*3(% 2 @10)(Orange Label) ?;i}ﬁ%ﬁghﬁgh:gogygmgsmnmal Soup noodles with pork £, v SlumpHIQHE LRk

20 (B2 B15)(Green Label) I HERE= ( [H] Fm [k ) (REARE) S54HE
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Importers flood labs seeking tests for banned sweetener

Inquiries from anxious food im-
porters have flooded into private
Hong Kong laboratories and test-
ing centres over the past few days
following the scare over the use of
the sweetener stevioside.

Bur the testing services will not
be avajlable until next week as
local laboratories are still clarify-
ing the test standard to use.

One leading SAR laboratory
chief said it had received at least
10 calls from the food industry

seeking testing for the ingredient,
which is banned in Hong Kong,
“We got at least 10 inquiries
on testing food products ranging
from dried fruits to flavourings
and sauces. These products in-
clude both well-known brands
and lesser-known brands from Ja-
pan and the mainland,” he said.
He said his lab was arranging
equipment and imponing appro-
priate chemicals for the test and
expected to be ready to provide
the service as early as next week.
But he said there could be an
indefinite number of food prod-
ucts containing stevioside and it

would be impossible for the Gov-
emment to test them all.

Dominic Lam Chun-hong, Chi-
nese Manufacturers Asscciation
Testing and Certification Labora-
tory deputy director, said some
food importers had contacted the
laboratory over the test. But he
said it had to secure a standard
sample of the sweetener before it
could offer testing services.

Leading laboratory SGS Hong
Kong Limited also said it had re-
ceived a number of inquiries and
was still checking with its overseas,
branch about the testing standard
for the banned sweetener.

The Food and Environmental
Hygiene Department announced
this week the recall of 73 prod-
uects containing or suspected to
contain stevicside after reports
from Singapore about its use in
popular snack foods.

On Thursday, the department
director, Rita Lau Ng Wai-lan,
said it only had 182 inspectors
and it was impossible for them to
check all the millions of food
praducts selling in Hong Xong.

China-backed department
stores became the target of in-
spection yesterday after a number
of Japanese stores were found 1o

have sold foed preducis coniain-
ing stevioside.

A South China Morning Post
reporter yesterday spotted a Food
and Environmental Hygiene De-
partment inspector carrying out
checks on various food products
at Chinese Goods Centre Ltd - a
Chinese department store - in
North Point. The inspector
checked snacks and drinks made
on the mainland, such as Chinese
weight-losing tea and black jelly.
The manager said: “We did sell
these products before, but it's
now no longer the case.”

The banned sweetener is re-

garded as safe for use in food
products in about 20 countries,
including Japan and the mainland.

A newspaper yesterday said
one of its reporters had found 20
kinds of Japanese snacks, sauces
and flavourings containing the
sweetener sold in two major su-
permarkets specialising in Japa-
nese food in Causeway Bay.

A spokesman for supermarket
chain Citysuper said yesterday it
had already removed all products
that contain stevioside, such as
Japanese snacks and soy sauce,
from its shelves.
klaudia®semp.com
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