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Review of the ex-gratia zonal compensation system for
land resumption in the New Territories

                                                                                                                                    

(A) Statistics on cases which had been referred to the Lands Tribunal in
the past three years

In the past three years, 23 agricultural land compensation cases in the New
Territories had been referred to the Lands Tribunal.

(B) Confirmation on whether the former Regional Secretary (New
Territories) of the City and New Territories Administration had
agreed in the 1980s to delete section 12(c) of the Lands Resumption
Ordinance (Cap. 124)

The former Regional Secretary (RS(NT)) wrote to the Heung Yee Kuk
(HYK) on 14 June 1983 regarding the preparation of amendments to the
Crown Lands Resumption Ordinance (Cap. 124), subject to the approval
of the Executive Council.  A copy of the letter together with the draft
paper prepared by the then City and New Territories Administration is at
Annex A.  The minutes of meeting on 20 June 1983 relating to the
discussion of the paper is at Annex B.  It can be seen from the documents
that at that time, RS(NT) proposed to HYK that:

(a) section 12(c) of Cap. 124 be deleted;
(b) a statutory system of compensation on a willing buyer/willing seller

basis be introduced; and
(c) the ex-gratia compensation system be deleted at the same time.

The deletion of section 12(c) was conditional upon the agreement to
proceed with the other two proposals at (b) and (c) above.  However,
HYK subsequently did not agree with proposal at (c) above.  As both
sides insisted on their position, agreement had not been reached.  The
Administration decided not to pursue the above proposals further.














