CB(1)792/01-02(02)
Please ask the Administration the following questions for us and the public:TO SOLVE SHORT TERM PROBLEMS
1.

To help logistic business in the immediate next few years!
(i)
(ii)
(iii)

2.

reduce toll at Tai Lam Tunnel to improve their competitiveness
to use Tai Lam:- shorter travel distance and time
save on fuel cost, thus helping the environment

To relieve Tuen Mun Centre #2 (Dual Two Carriageway)
From now till year 2007/2008, there will not be any relief on #2. So to use the toll balancing method and to build Tuen Mun East
By-pass now (like the implemented Yuen Long South By-pass) to benefit public.

QUESTIONS TO THE ADMINISTRATION
1.

Will any section or the whole of #10 be tolled? Can the administration confirm one way or another now?

2.

If tolled, what level of toll will be set at? Similar to #3 Tai Lam Tunnel?

3.

If tolled at Tai Lam level, (the free) Tuen Mun Road will still be congested?

4.

Will Tsing Lung Bridge be tolled? Whatever that is, does it apply to both directions after crossing Tsing Lung i.e.
(a)
right turn to CLK (Airport)
(b)
left turn to Ma Wan/Tsing Ma (NT & Kowloon)
will they both be free?

5.

Can Tsing Ma West bound Travelers turn RIGHT into Tsing Lung? If so, is Tsing Ma to be free for this mode of travel, as the
current toll plaza is beyond this point?

6.

If it is free, what is the traffic impact on (a free) Tsing Ma?

7.

If Tsing Ma is not free, #9 & #10 & #3 traffic will use Ting Kau (not Tsing Lung). Ting Kau will have a big problem.

8.

#10 feeds traffic through Sham Tseng Tunnel to Ting Kau Bridge. Similarly, #9 (through Stonecutter Bridge and Nam Wan
Tunnel) is to feed traffic to Ting Kau as well. Can Ting Kau cope with these traffic? At present, Ting Kau has already a lot more
traffic them Tai Lam! Obviously, Ting Kau will be the bottle neck. So #10 will not solve any congestion problems as a whole.

9.

The actual Tai Lam Tunnel morning peak V/C ratios are:-

8:00am - 9:00am

South Bound
0.72 (for design free flow)
0.56 (for road capacity)

North Bound
-

6:00pm - 7:00pm

-

0.47 (for design free flow)
0.37 (for road capacity)

So it is not V/C: 0.8 as the Transport Department suggested. Even if there is a V/C = 0.8 for one hour on one day (for example,
when Tuen Mun Road had a serious car accident), if one looks at the enclosed charts, there is still ample spare capacity for the
Road.
Further, the peak hour V/C ratio will drop significantly when the West Rail opens in year 2004.
10.

Can the Government release the revised / updated traffic data and its forecast to Legco or to public?

11.

Can the Government review the whole port, logistics, West Rail, Route 9 and Ting Kau Bridge, etc. in the overall planning
before finalising #10?

GENERAL STRATEGIC PLANNING ISSUE
1.

Since the landing points of Tsing Lung and Tsing Ma are at the same point (i.e. North East tip of Lantau). Therefore, there is
always a 16km (each way) cul-de-sac to CLK with and without Tsing Lung Bridge.

2.

Both bridges (Tsing Ma and Tsing Lung) close during typhoons.

DESIGN ISSUES
1.

Gordon Wu's Tunnel-Bridge proposal to CLK: Highways Department uses 3% gradient approach while the Hung Hom Tunnel
approaches, near the portals, are at 5-6% gradient (refer to the enclosed extract). So the artificial islands can be much shorter
than the 1.5km long as suggested by Highways Department i.e. more like 500 - 600m.

Regards,
Leo Leung
(for Sir Gordon Wu)

