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Use of Cast Iron Sewage Pipes in Public Housing
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FRABRESMTYRAKGAENESRES
Advertisements on SARS-related Products

3. MR BERNARD CHAN: Madam President, the Undesirable Medical
Advertisements Ordinance (UMAOQO) prohibits the publication of advertisements
which claim that any medicine or treatment has curative or preventive effects on
specified diseases or conditions, including respiratory diseases like pneumonia.
In view of the recent surge in advertisements on Severe Acute Respiratory
Syndrome (SARS)-related products, will the Government inform this Council:

(@) whether it has monitored the contents of the advertisements for
SARS-related products published on websites or other media; if so,
of the findings;

(b) of the law enforcement actions it has taken against persons who
publish advertisements claiming that their products can cure or
prevent SARS; and

(c) whether it plans to step up enforcement of the relevant legislation to
further protect consumers?

SECRETARY FOR HEALTH, WELFARE AND FOOD: Madam President,
the UMAO prohibits the advertising of any medicine, surgical appliance or
treatment for the prevention or treatment of diseases and conditions listed in the
Ordinance, which include infectious diseases and respiratory diseases. The
purpose of the UMAO is to prevent the general public from being misled into
improper use of medical products for self-medication in respect of these diseases,
thereby causing harm as a result of either the improper medication itself, or the
delayed proper treatment they should receive.

(@) Staff of the Department of Health (DH) screen newspapers,
magazines and the Internet and visit retail outlets of medicines and
health products to screen product promotional materials. Warning
letters will be issued to the publishing companies and distributors of
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(b)

(©)

products for advertisements that contravene the UMAO and
repeated offences will be referred to the police for investigation and
prosecution action.

In the past three months, a total of 3 840 advertisements were
screened and 197 advertisements were found to have contravened
the UMAO. Out of these 197 advertisements, 102 were related to
SARS, of which three appeared on the Internet. Most of these
SARS-related advertisements were about proprietary Chinese
medicines or health food products with claims on treatment or
prevention of SARS.

Since the outbreak of SARS in March, a total of 182 warning letters
were issued against 102 SARS-related advertisements. Upon
receipt of the warning letters, most of the concerned parties have
taken steps to rectify the misleading claims in their advertisements.
Three cases have been referred to the police for prosecution action.

The DH has stepped up screening of advertisements and will
continue to be vigilant in enforcing the UMAO for the protection of
public health. We shall review the existing arrangements and work
closely with the police to take prosecution action against offenders.

We are aware that there are some health claims which are not caught
under the UMAO at the moment, such as detoxification, improving
body immune system and so on. To better protect the public from
misleading claims, we propose to include in the UMAO a new
schedule of claims the advertisement of which would be prohibited.
We propose that the Director of Health would have the power to
amend the new schedule and to extend its coverage to cover other
products and services as and when necessary having regard to the
latest development and for the protection of public health. We
have set up an expert committee comprising medical professionals,
academics, as well as Consumer Council representatives to draw up
an initial list. 'We shall consult the public, the Legislative Council
and the trade on the proposed list later this year.
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MR HOWARD YOUNG: Madam President, in part (a) of the main reply , the
Secretary said that staff of the DH screen newspapers, magazines and the
Internet. However, Internet advertisements could actually be placed on sites
originated or maintained outside Hong Kong. And, of course, many magazines
accept advertisements from overseas or even foreign magazines. Does it mean
that despite the screening of the Internet and magazines, there are probably many
instances where the Government is actually powerless to take any enforcement
action even if it does find that some of the promotional materials would, on the
surface, break Hong Kong law?

SECRETARY FOR HEALTH, WELFARE AND FOOD: Madam President,
as written in my reply, we had a few instances where some of these
advertisements were picked up on the Internet. I do not have any information
relating to whether there are other difficulties encountered by the DH. I
envisage that within the ambit of the law, obviously we can institute action. But
for things that are outside the jurisdiction of Hong Kong law, we obviously
cannot issue any warning letters. I shall certainly follow up with the DH to see
if it does, encounter any difficulties with serving warning letters against
advertisements on the Internet.
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THE PRESIDENT announced that among the Members returned by functional
constituencies, 20 were present, seven were in favour of the amendment, five
against it and eight abstained; while among the Members returned by
geographical constituencies through direct elections and by the Election
Committee, 22 were present, 13 were in favour of the amendment, seven against
it and one abstained. Since the question was not agreed by a majority of each of
the two groups of Members present, she therefore declared that the amendment
was negatived.
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305 N B PR R
ASIA'S WORLD CITY

MR ABRAHAM SHEK: Madam President, I move the motion as printed on the
Agenda be passed.

From time to time, we need to take stock. Severe Acute Respiratory
Syndrome (SARS), though a painful experience, has given Hong Kong precisely
that opportunity for review. "Where are we?" is the natural question, and
"Who are we?" is the fundamental issue. I hope to look into both of these
questions today and I invite my colleagues to join me in exploring this motion.

The Chief Executive's 2003 policy address spent three whole paragraphs
on Hong Kong as Asia's World City. He used various eye-catching phrases
which I will use as the contents of my speech tonight. What are these phrases?
These phrases are:

"our competitive edge"

"a fair and independent judicial system"

"the rule of law"

"big market, small government" policy

"efficient government and favourable business environment"
"freedoms and rights we now enjoy"

"clean up our environment"

"biliterate and trilingual proficiency", so on, and so on.

Mr TUNG, like all great men, evidently, has a dream, that is, to build and
maintain Hong Kong as a world-class city in Asia in which among other dazzling
features, are the Cyberport, the Science Park, the Chinese Medicine hub, the
logistics hub and Disneyland. Such a diverse portfolio in a dream is indeed
impressive.  For this dream to materialize, we need an equally stunning
scaffolding to build it upon.

"Where are we in politics?"
Our first priorities, at any point in time, are political stability, economic

prosperity and reasonable living standards for all. Most of the time and for
some of our population, this Government has achieved them. Most of the time
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and for most of our population, they look forward to a more progressive society
where universal suffrage, freedom and democracy are norms, and not rights that
have to be fought for at every turn. We hope to see this part of the scaffolding
erected in the future as guaranteed by the Basic Law.

A world-class city is a city with open doors. It is one in which
government policies are fair and transparent offering a truly level playing field.
It is one in which the government is politically tolerant and can accommodate
differences. @ To be a world-class city — and Asia's world-class city
especially — the Martin LEEs of Hong Kong should not be criticized for their
beliefs and their speeches, for a start; while friends like the Bernard CHANS out
there would not be the only ones sitting on 10 or more government committees.
Some of our Emily LAUs or Cyd HOs should be able to sit on a few and speak
their minds freely. This is what tolerance really means.

And what about the annointed baby soon to-be-born called Article 23?
Every nation has a right to formulate laws for national security and Hong Kong is
no different. But it must be so balanced that our freedoms enshrined in the
Basic Law will not be challenged in any way. Article 23 should not be a
divisive axis on society. It must provide that sense of security which is the
cornerstone and bedrock of political stability, and the umbilical cord to economic
prosperity. Article 23, if properly formulated, should put Hong Kong in no less
advantageous a position as in the days pre-1997. To be truly the world city, the
"freedoms and rights we now enjoy" as Mr TUNG has promised us must be
preserved.

"Where are we in our financial and economic position?"

British colonial rule left us a dowry and a legacy to build upon. We are
now an international financial centre. Hong Kong is a cut above the rest
because of our political stability, our independent judiciary system and our
upholding the rule of law. This competitive position needs to be maintained for
us to keep our edge.

Our taxes may be low but we need a definite and clear-cut policy to attract
overseas investors. The Administration should not be over-stringent to deter
market growth nor interfere with market practice. How about considering the
abolition of estate duty to attract global investment?
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By the way, have I not been paying attention lately or has the Government
stopped talking about its laissez-faire policy for a while? Or has there been a
quiet shift in this French term's meaning post-1997? Laissez-faire used to stand
for Government non-intervention. Now, it is more like laissez moi, which is let
me (and my gang) do it.

"Where are we as a society?"

Winston CHURCHILL said, "Men are all born equal, but some are more
equal than others". Does this apply to Hong Kong? How can Hong Kong be a
world-class city if there are still people barely surviving on subsistence level,
sharing toilets and kitchens in old dilapidated tenement blocks while there are
empty government flats? How can we ensure "a unique and attractive
environment" when social inequality, racial and educational discriminative
practices are prevalent in our society?

For the past decades, our people have been equal before the law and the
poorest have been looked after under our welfare schemes. Our continued duty
is to ensure that underprivileged children, women and the elderly are given
proper treatment in health, housing and welfare. These are truly world
standards of compassion.

What about our overall environment?

I look at the term "environment" from two perspectives — the birds and
the SARS.

First, the birds, and I am talking about our feathered friends. We are
blessed with the yearly arrival of millions of migratory fowls to the New
Territories, to Mai Po. They truly make Hong Kong a world city. But be
careful, what nature giveth, man's greed and ignorance taketh away. Surely,
this is not the world standard for environmental friendliness.

Secondly, SARS. This was a very rude wake-up call for all of us. We
are planning to be, or are already seen by the Government as, Asia's World City.
But please look at how SARS spread so quickly, especially in Amoy Gardens, in
the hospitals and in the community. For a city to have reached our level of style
and sophistication, and our Gross Domestic Product per capita is so healthy, this
unhygienic condition of environment is nothing short of being embarrassingly
sickening.
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Fortunately, we have a sterling quality medical staff and workers,
especially compared with other cities.

If Hong Kong's image has been tarnished by our unhygienic habits and
policy failures, our front-line medical soldiers saved us from the nadir of a bad
reputation. In SARS, I see one clear message — irrespective of the wealth of
our city, we are all God's creatures and life is brittle. Every single inhabitant
was, is and can still be under threat. Over 280 people have been sacrificed to
make Hong Kong a safer place and for them we are forever grateful and indebted.
If we do not like what we are now in terms of environmental hygiene, then for
goodness sake, we should clean up our act. Team Clean and the rest of us not
only have a city to clean; it has a population to educate and an image to repolish
as well.

Finally, the "the interplay of different cultures", as Mr TUNG said in his
policy address in Hong Kong's overall atmosphere is crucial to this city's desire
to be truly global. Again, I say, racial discrimination must go! This
environment of cultures intermingling cannot rest on the idea of "yes" to a
selected few and "no" for many.

Mr TUNG, in his policy address, spoke of a "favourable business
environment". This is not possible if our nature, our future, and our culture are
out of sync. A positive business environment and a "competitive edge" are not
only about economic and financial considerations. Without world-class social,
environmental and health conditions, how many world-class investors would
show up on our shores and stay? Why not go elsewhere?

"Who are we?"

I have spent a lot of time on "where" Hong Kong is. The crucial
follow-up question is "Who are we and who do we want to be?" I turn to two
issues on this.

On Education
Madam President, Hong Kong is its people. We have no natural

resources to draw from in this city of a thousand islands. We have only us.
Our education should therefore be a high priority and quality constant.
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Sometimes one simply sees in a school the instrument for transferring a
certain maximum quantity of knowledge to the growing generation. But that is
not right. Knowledge is inanimate; the school, however, serves the living. It
should develop in young individuals those qualities and capabilities which are of
value for the welfare of the commonwealth.

"Knowledge is a dead thing". Idid not say that. Albert EINSTEIN said
that and I agree. The knowledge economy may be important, but it is not of
much use if the people are unable to use it to Hong Kong's advantage.

In his three paragraphs on Hong Kong as Asia's World City, Mr TUNG
encouraged "more citizens to acquire biliterate and trilingual proficiency." Yes,
indeed, but last week's release of the English benchmark test results by teachers
was as much a shock to my system as the SARS crisis.

With a high percentage of teachers failing, where is the root of the
problem? In the training of trainers or in the institutions that provide the
training? What is the level of English in our universities? After all, these all
have a domino effect from one level to another.

Our "competitive edge" is blunt in the language compartment, period.
Our Culture

When we discuss "Who we are and who we want to be", we are looking at
our culture.

Mr TUNG wishes to "stimulate diversity and inspire creativity" so as to
make Hong Kong become Asia's World City of art and culture. We have
shrugged off our "cultural desert" tag for a few years now. Have we become a
"cultural dessert" in that we offer what is on the sweet-tooth menu of many
major cities? Or are we just a salad bowl where the tomatoes and cucumbers
and lettuce of arts are tossed together for an absolute supermarket choice of who
we are? Mr Secretary, Dr Patrick HO, for years Hong Kong has been crying
out for a heritage and cultural policy — where is it (or simply, we are not having
it), please tell us? Have we degenerated from being the Pearl of the Orient to
just another city on the Pearl River Delta?
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Conclusion

In conclusion, Madam President, a world city is beyond a physical
landscape and a beautiful skyline. It should be a landscape of modernity,
heritage and culture, encompassing diverse values, multi-racial harmony and a
political centre of freedom and democracy. A world city has no boundaries and
yet possesses its own character.

I thus urge the Government not to complacently stand up in reply to say
that we already have everything it takes for Hong Kong to be Asia's World City.
We do not. And unless we start with this admission, progress will be less than
desirable in a world where increasingly, every cosmopolitan city is vying to be
the top. As we take off our masks in a Hong Kong whose health is recovering,
so too we must take off our blinders.

With these words, I so submit.
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MR TIMOTHY FOK: Madam President, we have all learned from the Severe
Acute Respiratory Syndrome (SARS) epidemic. We know now that our people
are capable of profound compassion, grit, dedication and sacrifice. The heroes
are the medical staff on the frontline. They are ordinary citizens who donate
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time and money. Six years ago, Hong Kong became the Special Administrative
Region of China. In 2003, through the struggle with SARS, we have finally
become a community with an identity forged in pain and hope.

Our athletes will compete in the Special Olympics. They will do so with
half a team. Their ordeal tells us two things. The Olympic ideal of inclusion
remains alive and for that, we thank the International Olympic Committee, which
used diplomacy to change the Irish Government's mind. The image of Hong
Kong, however, continues to suffer, and not only because of SARS. The
question is: Why can others not see us the way we want to be seen?

Several years ago, our Government launched a project to convey a bullish
picture of Hong Kong to the world. The campaign was full of pizazz and it
came with a logo, a slogan, and a huge price tag. We called Hong Kong the
"World City of Asia". In October, I led the Hong Kong team to the Asian
Games in Pusan. And there, I found that Pusan had been calling itself the
"World City", not just of Asia but, well, of the world.

The spinning of Hong Kong has not worked as intended. We should not
blame the Government or the public relations firm behind the campaign. The
aim was good, even if the results have been lagging. What is at fault is our
jaded age in which attention span is short and tastes fickle. People everywhere
are bombarded each day with a barrage of sales pitches. Not much registered
with modern minds, particularly the commercials about Hong Kong that savvy
television viewers can skip, using their remote control.

Decades ago, social commentators already said that words had lost their
impact. Now apparently, images too. To create a buzz, we cannot just
advertise our virtues. It is never what we say. It is always what we do.
What we have done so far is to talk ourselves into believing our own
commercials. Cynics call that self-delusion. I call it simply human nature.

We must take time out from facile branding and take stock of ourselves.
We need to talk less and do more to show the world, and ourselves, that we have
the right stuff, the guts, the vision — and not just the dream but also the pursuit
of it.
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How we go about translating aspirations into achievements will determine
our future. Little else we do as a society matters as much. All this is about
progress, about brightening the prospects of our children and about making us
competitive when everyone else is advancing at ever quickening paces.

Hosting momentous events is an emphatic, unforgettable way of telling
everyone else about a time and place. The United Kingdom defeated Nazi
Germany in 1945 but it was three years later, in the London Olympics, that it
truly felt liberated from the gloom of war, rations and privations. Japan used
the 1964 Tokyo Olympics to demonstrate its recovery and emergence as an
economic giant. South Korea likewise took the 1988 Seoul Olympics to declare
its break from military dictatorship and emergence as a democracy. Australia
used the 2000 Sydney Olympics to herald its coming of age as a multicultural,
multiethnic country. Our own nation will parlay the 2010 Beijing Olympics
into a statement of confidence as a beneficial global power.

We too must demonstrate ambition and the commitment beyond grand
gestures conceived on Madison Avenue. We have been talking about a stadium
that meets our needs since 1998. We have been courting YAO Ming and the
Houston Rockets to play an exhibition game here, only to be rebuffed because
that team refuses to risk the health of its players at our outdated colissum. We
will have a Disney theme park just when many have grown weary of the Magic
Kingdom and interested in the Middle Kingdom.

Madam President, let me appeal to all not just to talk the talk, but walk the
walk. Muhammad ALI is not loved for his promises but for his delivery.
Others shall judge us not by what we say, but only by what we do. Action is
poetry. Hollow utterances are but sounds and fury signifying nothing. I
support the motion.

DR RAYMOND HO: Madam President, without any disputes, Hong Kong is an
international business centre in any sense. We have a well-established legal
system, a state of the art airport, a world-class container port with the world's
highest total container throughput for the last 10 years, a very sophisticated
telecommunications infrastructure, a highly developed financial market and a
highly flexible workforce with a good grasp of the world markets.
Internationally accepted commercial practices are dutifully observed and
business transactions are taking place in a very efficient manner.
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Nevertheless, Hong Kong does not enjoy the same status of the world's
top-notch cosmopolitan cities such as New York and London, if other facets
other than business are taken into consideration. Among other weaknesses, the
living environment in Hong Kong is far from desirable. We do not have the
same level of cultural richness. Perhaps this is the price that we have to pay for
our single-minded economic pursuit in the past few decades.

The recent outbreak of Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome (SARS) has
highlighted the unbalanced development in Hong Kong. On the one hand, we
have a very open and transparent government, a team of highly trained medical
and health care staff and a well-developed medical infrastructure to deal with the
epidemic. On the other hand, the outbreak has opened our eyes to the poor state
of environmental hygiene in our city.

If Hong Kong is to join the rank of first-class international cities, we need
to have a clean living environment. The Team Clean under the leadership of
the Chief Secretary for Administration must, as stated in its mission, establish
and promote a sustainable, cross-sectoral approach to improve environmental
hygiene in Hong Kong. The Government must not allow it to fade into
obscurity when the SARS crisis is over. More than that, Hong Kong must
pursue a more balanced development strategy. In this respect, the Council for
Sustainable Development can play an important role.

With Hong Kong's strong fundamentals, becoming "Asia's World City" is
an achievable goal for Hong Kong. But it calls for an overhaul of Hong Kong's
development strategies. The Government should take up the opportunity to
demonstrate its leadership in meeting the challenge.

Madam President, I so submit. Thank you.
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MR BERNARD CHAN: Madam President, our Chief Executive first mentioned
his vision of Hong Kong as Asia's World City in his policy address in 1999. He
specifically compared our role in the future to that of New York and London, in
their own regions.
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I remember some commentators at the time saying that Hong Kong was
already Asia's World City. And, by many measurements, this was probably
true.

Since then, the phrase "world city" has become very popular among
people who want to complain about something. They ask, "how can Hong
Kong be a world city when the traffic is so bad, or the schools are so bad?"
even though the traffic and schools are just as bad as those in New York and
London.

We have got to the stage where people claim we cannot be a world city
because a certain sports event is not covered on local television, or a foreign pop
group does not visit Hong Kong, or the pizza does not taste the same here — or
whatever.

One thing you notice about New York and London is that they do not talk
about being world cities. They do not paint slogans on buses. They do not
care what the Heritage Foundation thinks about them. They do not care if a
company moves its headquarters in or out.  They do not care what some
business magazines write about them.

Another thing you notice is that New York and London break a lot of the
rules. Compared with Toronto or Frankfurt, they are dirty. They have high
crime rates. Their public transport is a mess. Compared with San Francisco
or Paris, you cannot really call them beautiful. But it does not stop them from
being world cities.

They attract the best and the brightest. Over the years, they have
developed clusters of talent. And they have become centres for a wide variety
of high-value service industries, notably in trade and finance.

So what is missing here in Hong Kong?

We are making a determined effort to clean up. Our crime rates are
fairly low. Our public transport is excellent. We have the most amazing
skyline in the world. We also have low tax rates and we have the legal
traditions and the business environment.
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And, like New York and London, we have the biggest clusters of
international professional talent in our region.

In other words, could it be that Hong Kong is already a world city? And
we just have not noticed? Or we refuse to believe it, because we prefer to feel
sorry for ourselves because it is not the '90s and we cannot make money by
speculating in property anymore?

If we want to be a world city, the first step is to remind ourselves that we
are one already. Let us take the slogans off the buses, stop spending millions of
dollars on embarrassing publicity programmes, and stop worrying about what
other people think of us.

And then let us see what we need to do to build on our position.

We do need to make changes to stay ahead. And some people will resist
those changes. We have to push ahead, anyway.

We need to stop killing chickens in the street markets. Even Guangzhou
is thinking of doing that. We need a better environment for pedestrians. Even
Shanghai is doing that. We need to open our door wider to talents from the
Mainland and from the rest of the world. Singapore is doing that.

We need to clamp down on traffic in urban areas. London is doing that.
We need tougher, less tolerant police action against anti-social behaviour. New
York is doing that. We need better stock market listing and corporate
governance standards. Everyone is doing that.

And, most of all, Madam President, we need to stop imagining that we are
not a world city. We already are. We just do not believe it.

EHE RORHMEEEHES ?

(BRERERTEHES )

EFE - OBMEE MRAENAEREENBLERRES BSHRE L 0 #-
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MR ABRAHAM SHEK: Madam President, I thank Members here. They
have spoken on the subject. There is a total of 12, including myself is 13, who
have spoken on this city, Asia's World City. Why do I choose to live in Hong
Kong? I was born in Macao, raised in Hong Kong, educated in Australia, have
lived in London, in Europe, and in the Americas, but I have chosen Hong Kong
because Hong Kong is my world. Hong Kong is my city. Hong Kong is the
land where I have grown to like and to love. Whether this city is going to be
Asia's World City is important, but not of paramount importance. What is
important to me is, this is the city where I can bring up my children in peace, in
good surroundings, and with good moral values, and this is what a city is all
about. We live in a city where we build and live in it, and where we share, and
we are living in the city where we care about each other. And this is what a
world class city is about.

Dr the Honourable YEUNG Sum talked about the issues of democracy and
human rights. Everyone of us loves democracy. Who does not love
democracy? Everybody talks about human rights. We all have human rights.
Which of the kinds of freedom do we not have in Hong Kong? Universal
suffrage? We are having it; as I have said many times in this Chamber. So,
basically, in the spirit of tonight's speech which I have asked for tolerance,
openness and acceptance, I would support YEUNG Sum's speech and amended
motion tonight, so that we can ensure that we do have this unity to make Hong
Kong a better place.

I extend to him that Hong Kong is a place that we should not go for
differences. We should unite together for the city that we all love, and this is
Hong Kong.

CHIEF SECRETARY FOR ADMINISTRATION: Madam President, I am
very pleased that the Honourable Abraham SHEK has provided me with this
opportunity to underscore the Government's commitment to Hong Kong's
positioning as Asia's World City. His speech covered almost the entire
waterfront of governance as well as social, economic and political enlightenment
in Hong Kong. I tend to agree with the sentiments and substance of most of
what he said and indeed, I was touched by the refrains in his concluding speech.
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Other Honourable Members went further in their speeches. They delved
into our performance in various fields from prudential supervision as an
international financial centre, upholding human rights, the pursuit of full
democracy to the preservation of old trees. While we have never been
complacent with what we have achieved as a world city, we must also accept that
"world city" is not a fixed concept which one can measure with precision, or a
status which can remain unchallenged over time.

As the Honourable Mrs Selina CHOW has said, it is not so much what we
claim ourselves to be, but what others around the world see us as. To be a
world city, Hong Kong has to earn it, then work on it and make continuous
advancement on all aspects of life in this city that can compare favourably with
the best the world continues to offer. I believe that Hong Kong has accepted
this challenge. As the chief spokesman for the Brand Hong Kong programme, I
propose to speak on this subject from the perspective of a narrower framework
on how Hong Kong is being perceived by people outside Hong Kong as fitting
the label of a world city.

I very much hope that I can count on the support of Honourable Members
to help us promote all that Hong Kong offers as Asia's World City, particularly
to audiences abroad. This is even more important now in the wake of the
Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome (SARS) crisis, as we seek to reassure
business travellers and tourists around the world that Hong Kong is safe to
visit — not the least because of the selfless dedication and professionalism of our
world-class medical professionals.

Indeed, the SARS crisis and our response is an excellent example of how
seriously we take our international responsibilities. We have been open and
transparent with the global community in dealing with the disease. We have
worked closely with the World Health Organization. We have kept our
residents and the international media fully informed of the latest developments.
Our researchers have shared their findings to help others deal with the disease or
develop new treatments and hopefully a vaccine. We have implemented
stringent checks at all exit points to screen for possible SARS cases and thus
reduce, to an absolute minimum, the chances of exporting new infections. We
take our global responsibilities seriously, not just as any city but one bearing the
reputation of a world city.
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Our response to the September 11 terrorist attacks in 2001 is another
example. As the President of the Financial Action Task Force on Money
Laundering, Hong Kong played a major role in co-ordinating global efforts to
stamp out the financing of terrorist activities. And although our presidency has
passed, we continue to support the work of the Financial Action Task Force
wholeheartedly in tracking and curtailing criminal financial transactions. This
is what is expected of an advanced international financial centre. And this is the
role that Hong Kong will gladly play.

I have listened carefully to the debate, and I do not think there is a great
gap between us. I am sure that we all want what is best for Hong Kong. It is,
after all, as Mr SHEK has said, our home and naturally, we want to project a
positive image about Hong Kong to the rest of the world.

As Members will know, the Brand Hong Kong programme was launched
by the Chief Executive just over two years ago. Our positioning as Asia's
World City had been articulated by the Chief Executive before that. But,
market research here and overseas during the Branding exercise in 2000
confirmed that "Asia's World City" best described Hong Kong's unique
strengths and advantages as a progressive, free and stable society that offered
considerable opportunities, and had built a formidable global reputation as a
provider of high quality goods and services.

If we want to discuss our positioning as Asia's World City, then we need
to understand that this is what we have achieved for many years. We did not
become, or aspire to be, Asia's World City the day that Brand Hong Kong was
launched. It had been a work in progress for decades and remains a work in
progress now.

The Brandline "Asia's World City" is the embodiment of what many of us
already knew: that Hong Kong is an international trade, investment and financial
centre; an international transport, communications and tourism hub; an
international services platform for the mainland market.

It also reflects the dynamic nature of Hong Kong's growth as an economy
and society over the past six decades — from a war-ravaged trade entrepot, to a
manufacturing dynamo, to a sophisticated services centre exporting and
importing expertise and knowledge to and from the East Asian and Pacific
Region, but particularly the Mainland of China.
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But what Brand Hong Kong has allowed us to do is to focus our attention
more closely, not only on the promotion of our strengths and advantages, but
also on what it takes to remain a player in an increasingly competitive global
market. It is a benchmark by which we must judge ourselves, and be judged by
others.

If you read the papers, you will undoubtedly see stories, letters or opinion
pieces on what it means to be Asia's World City. Often, the reference to Asia's
World City is used to pinpoint areas where we have not lived up to international
standards or expectations. Hopefully, we do draw on those comments to do a
better job, whether it is pizza, as the Honourable Bernard CHAN has said, or the
other subjects for the matter. And if we ignore those comments or observations,
we do so at our own peril.

However, if you look back at Hong Kong's development, you will also see
that a number of factors, or principles, has not changed. These have been
instrumental in our progress as an international city. And, they set us apart in
Asia.

The rule of law upheld by an independent Judiciary, a level playing field
for business, a competitive market, a clean government and a community with an
ingrained intolerance of corruption, low taxes, a duty-free port, a free and
vibrant media, all of these elements are an integral part of our positioning as
Asia's World City, and will remain so.

While we have remained true to these basic tenets of economic and social
development, that does not mean we have stood still. Far from it. The fact
that more than 85% of our Gross Domestic Product is now services-related
clearly illustrates that we have been changing and moving up the value-added
chain as an economic entity. We continue to do so. Developing even closer
ties with the Pearl River Delta is another example of how we are using our
unique skills set and geographical location to move even further up the economic
ladder.

And this is where we serve the best interests of our country, as well as our
own people, by using our skills and expertise to take products manufactured in
the Mainland to the rest of the world, and to help the rest of the world bring their
goods and services to the Mainland. That is why all of these strengths and
advantages, all of our rights and freedoms, have been enshrined in the Basic
Law.
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For example, Article 109 stipulates that we must have the appropriate legal
and economic environment to maintain our status as an international financial
centre, which is another way of saying "Asia's World City". English remains
an official language because it is an international language of business.

Significantly, the Basic Law also provides for the continuation of the
common law system — a system that is widely respected and understood in the
international community. But it goes further than that by allowing distinguished
Judges from other common law jurisdictions to sit on the full bench of the Court
of Final Appeal. This not only reinforces the international standing of our legal
system, it also allows our community — through the Courts — to maintain close
links with other common law jurisdictions and contemporary jurisprudence.
What better way to inspire international confidence. What better way to
illustrate our country's commitment to Hong Kong as Asia's World City, in a
way that no other mainland cities can match.

The Basic Law also provides for our continued participation in a whole
range of international forums such as the World Trade Organization, the Asia-
Pacific Economic Co-operation, the World Customs Organization, the
International Telecommunication Union, just to name a few. We are at liberty
to continue developing relations with foreign governments in areas of mutual
interest such as legal assistance, air services, shipping, communications, cultural
exchanges, technology — in most areas you would care to think of except
defence and foreign affairs. We are home to a significant consular corps. The
United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees, the European Commission,
the International Monetary Fund, the Bank for International Settlements and the
World Bank all have a regional presence here. So, there is a constitutional
underpinning to our positioning as a world city, again where you cannot find any
parallel in any other mainland city.

Within the Government, we have Invest Hong Kong, which was set up in
July 2000 to spearhead efforts to attract inward investment to Hong Kong.
Invest Hong Kong continues to do so aggressively, which is why more than
3 100 international companies use Hong Kong as a regional base, and why
another 1 750 international companies maintain local offices here, and why we
have such a strong presence of international chambers of commerce.
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But Invest Hong Kong does not just promote Hong Kong as the best place
in Asia to do business — it promotes Hong Kong as a package: A city with a
skilled workforce, a broad, deep pool of talented professionals, Asia's largest
concentration of large and small international companies, a comprehensive
selection of international schools, great restaurants and bars, a vibrant arts and
culture scene, world-class sporting events and facilities, a regional transport hub,
proximity to, and a wealth of experience in, the China market.

And it is not just Invest Hong Kong that is working hard to promote our
city. The Commerce, Industry and Technology Bureau, the Financial Services
and the Treasury Bureau, the Constitutional Affairs Bureau, the Home Affairs
Bureau, the Economic Development and Labour Bureau, the Security Bureau,
the Health, Welfare and Food Bureau — all of these have important international
elements to their work. In fact, most of our bureaux and many departments
have some international contact within their areas of responsibility.

I myself chair the International Business Council, which provides us with a
regular and frank feedback on how we are doing and what we need to do to meet
the benchmark of being Asia's World City. The Chief Executive draws on the
experience and knowledge of some of the most influential corporate leaders in
the world during meetings of his Council of International Advisers.
International interaction is firmly entrenched — indeed ingrained — within our
Government.

In the quasi-government area, we have the Hong Kong Tourism Board and
the Hong Kong Trade Development Council that promote our attraction as a
leisure and business destination, as well as a major, regional sourcing and
manufacturing hub. The Hong Kong Airport Authority promotes Hong Kong
as a regional aviation hub. The Hong Kong Monetary Authority, the Securities
and Futures Commission, the Hong Kong Exchanges and Clearing Limited — all
of them maintain close contacts with international banks, international regulatory
authorities and international financial markets. The Independent Commission
Against Corruption enjoys enormous respect around the world, and has been
used as a model anti-corruption agency by other countries. Our International
Arbitration Centre has helped Hong Kong develop as a dispute resolution centre
for the Asia-Pacific Region.
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Many non-governmental organizations, professional associations and
academic groups maintain close links with sister organizations overseas, once
again ensuring that the latest international trends and developments are relayed
back to Hong Kong in a timely and useful manner.

So, our positioning as Asia's World City is not just government led — nor
can it ever be. It involves virtually every aspect of our society. The flair and
creativity of our film industry, our designers, artists and performers have more
to do with individual talent and drive than anything we do in the Government.
The quality and innovation of our clothing, electronics goods, watches and toys
are as much about the keen eye and entrepreneurial flair of our business people
as they are about government policies that provide a duty-free environment for
importers and exporters.

And, as the Honourable Abraham SHEK and Dr the Honourable YEUNG
Sum have pointed out, our positioning as Asia's World City must include more
than just an economic element — it involves many aspects such as openness,
fairness, tolerance, plurality, personal freedoms, human rights, democratic
development, receptiveness to new ideas and ways of thinking, creativity and
innovation. The way in which we embrace all of these ideals will define our
progress as a world city. I am sure that we are up to the task.

Madam President, Hong Kong's positioning as Asia's World City is a
natural fit with everything we have achieved as a community and an economy.
But more importantly, it provides us with a constant reminder that we can never
stand still — that we live in a world that changes fast and expects more of us at
each turn. Not just in the realm of economic freedom and development, but in
many other areas that impact on the quality of life and the quality of society in
which we live.

This is a vision that I remain firmly committed to. Thank you.
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MR ABRAHAM SHEK: Again, Madam President, I would like to take this
opportunity to thank all the Members here tonight for speaking on this motion.
This motion actually brings unity among the 60 Members here for a change.
We can do it if we put our hearts into it. The Chief Secretary for
Administration's reply takes 60 minutes. Within these 60 minutes, he laid the
strong foundation of what Hong Kong as Asian's World City is. What needed
to be done here is how among our 60 people act on this foundation to make Hong
Kong a better place. We have a common goal, that common goal is to rebounce
Hong Kong into prosperity, into better health, and into a city that the world will
look on us as the best city in the world. Thank you.
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Adjourned accordingly at nineteen minutes past Eight o"clock.



