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# Member will ask the question in this language
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(6) Hon Michael MAK (Ora Reply)

The charge for Accident and Emergency ("A&E") services a public
hospitals was introduced on 29 November last year. In this connection,
will the Government inform this Council:

@ of the respective average daily numbers of attendances in A&E
departments in the months before and after the introduction of the
A&E service charge; whether it has assessed the impact of the
service charge on the number of attendances;

(b) of the number of payment notices issued so far to A& E patients or
their family members who were unable to settle the payment
forthwith; the number and percentage of payment notices which
remain unsettled one month after the date of their issue; whether
the Government will make up for the loss of the Hospita
Authority in this respect; and

(c) of the number of A&E patients who have applied for fee remission
so far, together with the number and percentage of the applications
approved?
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Hon Michael MAK (Written Reply)

It has been reported that an investigation has revealed that, out of the 13
public hospitals in which oesophagectomy operations are performed, the
post-operative mortality rates of patients of ten of these hospitas were
higher than the average international benchmark. Regarding the mortality
rates of patients after undergoing excision operations in public and private
hospitals, will the Government inform this Council whether:

@ it will investigate the reasons for the relatively higher mortality
rates of patients after undergoing excision operations in some
public hospitals, for instance, whether this is attributable to the
skills of the surgeons; if no investigation will be conducted, of the
reasons for that;

(b) it has monitored the skills of surgeons in public hospitals who
performed excision operations to see if they meet international
standards, and how it protects the patients' rights to proper surgical
treatments; and

(© it has compared the mortality rates of patients after undergoing
such operations in public hospitals to those of private hospita
patients; if it has, of the results?



