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I. Meeting with the Administration

The Bills Committee deliberated (index of proceedings attached at Annex).

2. The Bills Committee requested the Administration to provide a written
response to the following issues raised and information sought by members -

Enforcement to be consistent with the Basic Law

(a) in relation to the provisions on enforcement to be consistent with the
Basic Law (BL) (proposed section 18A of the Crimes Ordinance,
proposed section 12A of the Official Secrets Ordinance (OSO) and
proposed section 2A of the Societies Ordinance)-

(i) to explain the legal effect of an express provision requiring
enforcement to be consistent with BL39;

(ii) to explain the legal effect of an express provision requiring
enforcement to be consistent with Chapter III of BL;
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(iii) to consider deleting the expression "Article 39 of the Basic Law"
and substituting "Chapter III of the Basic Law";

Chinese Nationality and Hong Kong Special Administrative Region Permanent
Resident Status

(b) in relation to the Administration's paper entitled "Chinese nationality
and Hong Kong Special Administrative Region permanent residency
status" (Paper No. 25), to explain -

(i) the legal effect of the "Explanations of Some Questions by the
Standing Committee of the National People's Congress
concerning the Implementation of the Nationality Law of the
People's Republic of China in the Hong Kong Special
Administrative Region" adopted on 15 May 1996 (NPCSC's
Explanations);

(ii) whether the NPCSC's Explanations or Article 9 of the Nationality
Law of the PRC would prevail, when there was a conflict
between the two;

(iii) the legal basis for the loss of Hong Kong Special Administrative
Region permanent resident status under the circumstances
referred to in paragraph 11 of the paper;

Subversion

(c) in relation to the definition of "serious criminal means" in the proposed
section 2A(4)(b), to consider incorporating an exclusion provision
similar to the one provided in the definition for "terrorist act" in section
2(1) of the United Nations (Anti-Terrorism Measures) Ordinance;

Protection of information related to affairs concerning the Hong Kong Special
Administrative Region that were within the responsibility of the Central
Authorities under the Basic Law and unauthorized disclosure of protected
information

(d) to provide a response to the points raised in the submission from
Professor Johannes CHAN (Submission No. 155); and
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Others

(e) to provide a response to the points raised in the joint submission from
the Association of the Bar City of New York and the Joseph R Crowley
Program in International Human Rights at Fordham Law School in New
York City (Submission No. 150).

II. Any other business

3. The Bills Committee agreed that the issues raised by Hon Emily LAU and Hon
LEE Cheuk-yan on the categorization of submissions on the Consultation Document on
Proposals to implement BL23 be referred to the Panel on Security and Panel on
Administration of Justice and Legal Services for follow-up.

4. The meeting ended at 12:35 pm.
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